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At	Hearst	Networks	EMEA,	we	share	stories	that	matter.	A	global	broadcaster	since	1995,	we	reach	audiences	in	over	100	countries,	including	the	UK,	Nordics,	Benelux,	Central	&	Eastern	Europe,	Spain,	Italy,	Germany,	Africa	and	the	Middle	East.	Our	stories	are	global	and	local,	linear	and	digital,	and	always	compelling.	Personalities	shine	at	Hearst	Networks	EMEA.	Our	culture
embraces	individuals,	in	all	their	daring,	passionate,	ambitious	glory.	Our	people	are	our	strength,	and	our	differences	are	celebrated.	We	challenge	each	other,	collaborate	and	come	together,	just	as	a	family	does;	winning	as	a	team	and	celebrating	as	one	too.	Everyone	has	a	voice	and	should	feel	proud	and	free	to	run	with	their	ideas,	enjoying	their	successes	and	journey	with	us.	And
in	such	an	evolving	industry,	tomorrow	is	always	today.	We	anticipate	change,	identify	future	opportunities	and	are	excited	by	the	potential	that	tomorrow	brings.	We	want	to	be	famous	for	creating	and	sharing	stories	that	matter	–	unique,	trusted,	entertaining,	everywhere.	Whether	our	stories	challenge	and	inspire	intellectually	or	simply	entertain,	we	know	that	we	are	making	a
positive	contribution	to	our	audiences	across	the	many	diverse	regions	and	countries	in	the	UK,	Europe,	The	Middle	East	and	Africa.	Striving	to	always	do	so	requires	passion.	And	it’s	with	just	as	much	passion	that	we	strive	to	gain	new	audiences	with	our	creativity	and	by	using	innovative	technology,	by	partnering	with	leading	and	emerging	local	platforms.	With	our	diverse	line-up	of
original,	high-quality	programming,	our	distribution	partners	across	EMEA	recognise	the	benefits	of	offering	Hearst	Networks	EMEA's	distinctive,	high	quality	brands	on	their	platforms	and	services.		We	understand	the	opportunity	to	grow	engagement	with	new	audiences	of	all	ages	and	through	new	partnerships	with	Facebook,	Twitter,	YouTube,	Instagram,	TikTok	and	Snapchat,
along	with	our	podcasts	and	on-demand	SVOD	services,	we	ensure	our	programming	and	unique	stories	reach	audiences	across	the	full	demographic	spectrum.	Join	our	global	team	of	talent.	At	Hearst	Networks	EMEA	you’ll	find	a	team	of	innovative,	creative	and	collaborative	people	who	embrace	change	and	want	to	continually	try	new	things.	With	offices	in	London,	Rome,	Madrid,
Warsaw,	Munich	and	Johannesburg,	we	are	a	truly	international	company	that	celebrates	difference	and	diversity.	We	offer	a	range	of	benefits	such	as	a	generous	pension	plan,	life	assurance	and	holiday	allowance,	and	there	are	useful	local	perks	in	various	offices,	and	summer	Fridays	across	the	whole	company.	But	most	of	all,	we	will	support	you	to	develop	and	grow	throughout	your
time	with	us.	Learning	is	part	of	the	journey	at	Hearst	Networks	EMEA	and	you’ll	be	offered	personal	and	professional	development	opportunities	throughout	your	career	with	us.	We’ll	do	everything	we	can	to	see	you	thrive	and	grow.	slavery,	condition	in	which	one	human	being	was	owned	by	another.	A	slave	was	considered	by	law	as	property,	or	chattel,	and	was	deprived	of	most	of
the	rights	ordinarily	held	by	free	persons.There	is	no	consensus	on	what	a	slave	was	or	on	how	the	institution	of	slavery	should	be	defined.	Nevertheless,	there	is	general	agreement	among	historians,	anthropologists,	economists,	sociologists,	and	others	who	study	slavery	that	most	of	the	following	characteristics	should	be	present	in	order	to	term	a	person	a	slave.	The	slave	was	a
species	of	property;	thus,	he	belonged	to	someone	else.	In	some	societies	slaves	were	considered	movable	property,	in	others	immovable	property,	like	real	estate.	They	were	objects	of	the	law,	not	its	subjects.	Thus,	like	an	ox	or	an	ax,	the	slave	was	not	ordinarily	held	responsible	for	what	he	did.	He	was	not	personally	liable	for	torts	or	contracts.	The	slave	usually	had	few	rights	and
always	fewer	than	his	owner,	but	there	were	not	many	societies	in	which	he	had	absolutely	none.	As	there	are	limits	in	most	societies	on	the	extent	to	which	animals	may	be	abused,	so	there	were	limits	in	most	societies	on	how	much	a	slave	could	be	abused.	The	slave	was	removed	from	lines	of	natal	descent.	Legally,	and	often	socially,	he	had	no	kin.	No	relatives	could	stand	up	for	his
rights	or	get	vengeance	for	him.	As	an	“outsider,”	“marginal	individual,”	or	“socially	dead	person”	in	the	society	where	he	was	enslaved,	his	rights	to	participate	in	political	decision	making	and	other	social	activities	were	fewer	than	those	enjoyed	by	his	owner.	The	product	of	a	slave’s	labor	could	be	claimed	by	someone	else,	who	also	frequently	had	the	right	to	control	his	physical
reproduction.	The	remarkable	resilience	of	enslaved	people	in	colonial	AmericaHistorical	interpreter	Stephen	Seals	discusses	the	everyday	lives	and	remarkable	resilience	of	enslaved	people	in	Colonial	Williamsburg	and	the	United	States.See	all	videos	for	this	articleSlavery	was	a	form	of	dependent	labor	performed	by	a	nonfamily	member.	The	slave	was	deprived	of	personal	liberty
and	the	right	to	move	about	geographically	as	he	desired.	There	were	likely	to	be	limits	on	his	capacity	to	make	choices	with	regard	to	his	occupation	and	sexual	partners	as	well.	Slavery	was	usually,	but	not	always,	involuntary.	If	not	all	of	these	characterizations	in	their	most	restrictive	forms	applied	to	a	slave,	the	slave	regime	in	that	place	is	likely	to	be	characterized	as	“mild”;	if
almost	all	of	them	did,	then	it	ordinarily	would	be	characterized	as	“severe.”Slaves	were	generated	in	many	ways.	Probably	the	most	frequent	was	capture	in	war,	either	by	design,	as	a	form	of	incentive	to	warriors,	or	as	an	accidental	by-product,	as	a	way	of	disposing	of	enemy	troops	or	civilians.	Others	were	kidnapped	on	slave-raiding	or	piracy	expeditions.	Many	slaves	were	the
offspring	of	slaves.	Some	people	were	enslaved	as	a	punishment	for	crime	or	debt,	others	were	sold	into	slavery	by	their	parents,	other	relatives,	or	even	spouses,	sometimes	to	satisfy	debts,	sometimes	to	escape	starvation.	A	variant	on	the	selling	of	children	was	the	exposure,	either	real	or	fictitious,	of	unwanted	children,	who	were	then	rescued	by	others	and	made	slaves.	Another
source	of	slavery	was	self-sale,	undertaken	sometimes	to	obtain	an	elite	position,	sometimes	to	escape	destitution.Slavery	existed	in	a	large	number	of	past	societies	whose	general	characteristics	are	well	known.	It	was	rare	among	primitive	peoples,	such	as	the	hunter-gatherer	societies,	because	for	slavery	to	flourish,	social	differentiation	or	stratification	was	essential.	Also	essential
was	an	economic	surplus,	for	slaves	were	often	consumption	goods	who	themselves	had	to	be	maintained	rather	than	productive	assets	who	generated	income	for	their	owner.	Surplus	was	also	essential	in	slave	systems	where	the	owners	expected	economic	gain	from	slave	ownership.	The	History	of	Slavery	in	North	America	Quiz	Ordinarily	there	had	to	be	a	perceived	labor	shortage,
for	otherwise	it	is	unlikely	that	most	people	would	bother	to	acquire	or	to	keep	slaves.	Free	land,	and	more	generally,	open	resources,	were	often	a	prerequisite	for	slavery;	in	most	cases	where	there	were	no	open	resources,	non-slaves	could	be	found	who	would	fulfill	the	same	social	functions	at	lower	cost.	Last,	some	centralized	governmental	institutions	willing	to	enforce	slave	laws
had	to	exist,	or	else	the	property	aspects	of	slavery	were	likely	to	be	chimerical.	Most	of	these	conditions	had	to	be	present	in	order	for	slavery	to	exist	in	a	society;	if	they	all	were,	until	the	abolition	movement	of	the	19th	century	swept	throughout	most	of	the	world,	it	was	almost	certain	that	slavery	would	be	present.	Although	slavery	existed	almost	everywhere,	it	seems	to	have	been
especially	important	in	the	development	of	two	of	the	world’s	major	civilizations,	Western	(including	ancient	Greece	and	Rome)	and	Islamic.There	have	been	two	basic	types	of	slavery	throughout	recorded	history.	The	most	common	has	been	what	is	called	household,	patriarchal,	or	domestic	slavery.	Although	domestic	slaves	occasionally	worked	outside	the	household,	for	example,	in
haying	or	harvesting,	their	primary	function	was	that	of	menials	who	served	their	owners	in	their	homes	or	wherever	else	the	owners	might	be,	such	as	in	military	service.	Slaves	often	were	a	consumption-oriented	status	symbol	for	their	owners,	who	in	many	societies	spent	much	of	their	surplus	on	slaves.	Household	slaves	sometimes	merged	in	varying	degrees	with	the	families	of	their
owners,	so	that	boys	became	adopted	sons	or	women	became	concubines	or	wives	who	gave	birth	to	heirs.	Temple	slavery,	state	slavery,	and	military	slavery	were	relatively	rare	and	distinct	from	domestic	slavery,	but	in	a	very	broad	outline	they	can	be	categorized	as	the	household	slaves	of	a	temple	or	the	state.	The	other	major	type	of	slavery	was	productive	slavery.	It	was	relatively
infrequent	and	occurred	primarily	in	Classical	Athenian	Greece	and	Rome	and	in	the	post-Columbian	circum-Caribbean	New	World.	It	also	was	found	in	9th-century	Iraq,	among	the	Kwakiutl	Indians	of	the	American	Northwest,	and	in	a	few	areas	of	sub-Saharan	Africa	in	the	19th	century.	Although	slaves	also	were	employed	in	the	household,	slavery	in	all	of	those	societies	seems	to
have	existed	predominantly	to	produce	marketable	commodities	in	mines	or	on	plantations.A	major	theoretical	issue	is	the	relationship	between	productive	slavery	and	the	status	of	a	society	as	a	slave	or	a	slave-owning	society.	In	a	slave	society,	slaves	composed	a	significant	portion	(at	least	20–30	percent)	of	the	total	population,	and	much	of	that	society’s	energies	were	mobilized
toward	getting	and	keeping	slaves.	In	addition	the	institution	of	slavery	had	a	significant	impact	on	the	society’s	institutions,	such	as	the	family,	and	on	its	social	thought,	law,	and	economy.	It	seems	clear	that	it	was	quite	possible	for	a	slave	society	to	exist	without	productive	slavery;	the	known	historical	examples	were	concentrated	in	Africa	and	Asia.	It	is	also	clear	that	most	of	the
slave	societies	have	been	concentrated	in	Western	(including	Greece	and	Rome)	and	Islamic	civilizations.	In	a	slave-owning	society,	slaves	were	present	but	in	smaller	numbers,	and	they	were	much	less	the	focus	of	the	society’s	energies.Slavery	was	a	species	of	dependent	labor	differentiated	from	other	forms	primarily	by	the	fact	that	in	any	society	it	was	the	most	degrading	and	most
severe.	Slavery	was	the	prototype	of	a	relationship	defined	by	domination	and	power.	But	throughout	the	centuries	man	has	invented	other	forms	of	dependent	labor	besides	slavery,	including	serfdom,	indentured	labor,	and	peonage.	The	term	serfdom	is	much	overused,	often	where	it	is	not	appropriate	(always	as	an	appellation	of	opprobrium).	In	the	past	a	serf	usually	was	an
agriculturalist,	whereas,	depending	upon	the	society,	a	slave	could	be	employed	in	almost	any	occupation.	Canonically,	serfdom	was	the	dependent	condition	of	much	of	the	western	and	central	European	peasantry	from	the	time	of	the	decline	of	the	Roman	Empire	until	the	era	of	the	French	Revolution.	This	included	a	“second	enserfment”	that	swept	over	central	and	some	of	eastern
Europe	in	the	15th	and	16th	centuries.	Russia	did	not	know	the	“first	enserfment”;	serfdom	began	there	gradually	in	the	mid-15th	century,	was	completed	by	1649,	and	lasted	until	1906.	Whether	the	term	serfdom	appropriately	describes	the	condition	of	the	peasantry	in	other	contexts	is	a	matter	of	vigorous	contention.	Be	that	as	it	may,	the	serf	was	also	distinguished	from	the	slave	by
the	fact	that	he	was	usually	the	subject	of	the	law—i.e.,	he	had	some	rights,	whereas	the	slave,	the	object	of	the	law,	had	significantly	fewer	rights.	The	serf,	moreover,	was	usually	bound	to	the	land	(the	most	significant	exception	was	the	Russian	serf	between	about	1700	and	1861),	whereas	the	slave	was	always	bound	to	his	owner;	i.e.,	he	had	to	live	where	his	owner	told	him	to,	and
he	often	could	be	sold	by	his	owner	at	any	time.	The	serf	usually	owned	his	means	of	production	(grain,	livestock,	implements)	except	the	land,	whereas	the	slave	owned	nothing,	often	not	even	the	clothes	on	his	back.	The	serf’s	right	to	marry	off	his	lord’s	estate	often	was	restricted,	but	the	master’s	interference	in	his	reproductive	and	family	life	ordinarily	was	much	less	than	was	the
case	for	the	slave.	Serfs	could	be	called	upon	by	the	state	to	pay	taxes,	to	perform	corvée	labor	on	roads,	and	to	serve	in	the	army,	but	slaves	usually	were	exempt	from	all	of	those	obligations.A	person	became	an	indentured	servant	by	borrowing	money	and	then	voluntarily	agreeing	to	work	off	the	debt	during	a	specified	term.	In	some	societies	indentured	servants	probably	differed
little	from	debt	slaves	(i.e.,	persons	who	initially	were	unable	to	pay	off	obligations	and	thus	were	forced	to	work	them	off	at	an	amount	per	year	specified	by	law).	Debt	slaves,	however,	were	regarded	as	criminals	(essentially	thieves)	and	thus	liable	to	harsher	treatment.	Perhaps	as	many	as	half	of	all	the	white	settlers	in	North	America	were	indentured	servants,	who	agreed	to	work	for
someone	(the	purchaser	of	the	indenture)	upon	arrival	to	pay	for	their	passage.	Some	indentured	servants	alleged	that	they	were	treated	worse	than	slaves;	the	economic	logic	of	the	situation	was	that	slave	owners	thought	of	their	slaves	as	a	long-term	investment	whose	value	would	drop	if	maltreated,	whereas	the	short-term	(typically	four	years)	indentured	servants	could	be	abused
almost	to	death	because	their	masters	had	only	a	brief	interest	in	them.	Practices	varied,	but	indenture	contracts	sometimes	specified	that	the	servants	were	to	be	set	free	with	a	sum	of	money,	sometimes	a	plot	of	land,	perhaps	even	a	spouse,	whereas	for	manumitted	slaves	the	terms	usually	depended	more	on	the	generosity	of	the	owner.Peons	were	either	persons	forced	to	work	off
debts	or	criminals.	Peons,	who	were	the	Latin	American	variant	of	debt	slaves,	were	forced	to	work	for	their	creditors	to	pay	off	what	they	owed.	They	tended	to	merge	with	felons	because	people	in	both	categories	were	considered	criminals,	and	that	was	especially	true	in	societies	where	money	fines	were	the	main	sanction	and	form	of	restitution	for	crimes.	Thus,	the	felon	who	could
not	pay	his	fine	was	an	insolvent	debtor.	The	debt	peon	had	to	work	for	his	creditor,	and	the	labor	of	the	criminal	peon	was	sold	by	the	state	to	a	third	party.	Peons	had	even	less	recourse	to	the	law	for	bad	treatment	than	did	indentured	servants,	and	the	terms	of	manumission	for	the	former	typically	were	less	favourable	than	for	the	latter.	a	person	who	is	the	property	of	and	wholly
subject	to	another	and	forced	to	provide	unpaid	labor.a	person	entirely	under	the	domination	of	some	influence	or	person.She	was	a	slave	to	her	own	ambition.a	drudge.a	slave	ant.Photography.	a	subsidiary	flash	lamp	actuated	through	its	photoelectric	cell	when	the	principal	flash	lamp	is	discharged.Machinery,	Computers.	a	device	or	process	under	control	of	or	repeating	the	actions	of
a	similar	device	or	process.Machinery,	Computers.	to	connect	(a	device)	to	a	master	as	its	slave.Archaic.	to	enslave.a	person	legally	owned	by	another	and	having	no	freedom	of	action	or	right	to	propertya	person	who	is	forced	to	work	for	another	against	his	willa	person	under	the	domination	of	another	person	or	some	habit	or	influencea	person	who	works	in	harsh	conditions	for	low
paya	device	that	is	controlled	by	or	that	duplicates	the	action	of	another	similar	device	(the	master	device)(	as	modifier	)“Collins	English	Dictionary	—	Complete	&	Unabridged”	2012	Digital	Edition	©	William	Collins	Sons	&	Co.	Ltd.	1979,	1986	©	HarperCollins	Publishers	1998,	2000,	2003,	2005,	2006,	2007,	2009,	2012to	work	like	a	slave(tr)	an	archaic	word	for	enslave“Collins	English
Dictionary	—	Complete	&	Unabridged”	2012	Digital	Edition	©	William	Collins	Sons	&	Co.	Ltd.	1979,	1986	©	HarperCollins	Publishers	1998,	2000,	2003,	2005,	2006,	2007,	2009,	2012slaveless	adjectiveslavelike	adjectiveproslave	adjectivesemislave	nounOrigin	of	slave1First	recorded	in	1250–1300;	Middle	English	sclave	(also	slave	),	from	Old	French	escla(i)ve,	and	Medieval	Latin
sclāvus	(masculine),	sclāva	(feminine)	“slave,”	special	use	of	Sclāvus	“Slavic,	a	Slav,	slave”	(Latin	does	not	tolerate	the	consonant	cluster	sl-	and	employs	the	cluster	scl-	instead);	so	called	because	Slavs	in	Central	Europe	and	the	Balkans	were	commonly	enslaved	in	the	early	Middle	Ages;	SlavOrigin	of	slave1C13:	via	Old	French	from	Medieval	Latin	Sclāvus	a	Slav,	one	held	in	bondage
(from	the	fact	that	the	Slavonic	races	were	frequently	conquered	in	the	Middle	Ages),	from	Late	Greek	Sklabos	a	SlavExamples	have	not	been	reviewed.For	me,	you	get	limited	opportunities	to	watch	people	react	to	the	thing	that	you	slave	over	every	detail	of	as	a	group.In	2020,	I	wrote	about	how	Black	Americans	have	used	various	media	formats	to	fight	for	racial	and	economic
equality	—	from	slave	narratives	to	smartphones.That	project	began	in	2019	as	a	one-off	album	recorded	in	a	small	Louisiana	studio,	of	songs	inspired	by	the	transatlantic	slave	trade	and	the	suffering	and	often	unheard	voices	of	Black	women.Beginning	in	1850,	the	Houston	law	professor	said,	Fillmore	sent	troops	to	accompany	federal	marshals	seeking	to	apprehend	escaped	slaves
who	had	fled	north.The	holiday	celebrates	the	last	American	slaves	to	be	officially	freed.bond	servant	bondslave	bondsman/woman	www.thesaurus.comcaptive	chattel	serf	Slavslave	antBrowse#aabbccddeeffgghhiijjkkllmmnnooppqqrrssttuuvvwwxxyyzzAboutCareersContact	usCookies,	terms,	&	privacyHelpFollow	usGet	the	Word	of	the	Day	every	day!©	2025	Dictionary.com,	LLC
PORTSMOUTH,	N.H.	(AP)	—	Juneteenth	celebrations	unfolded	across	the	U.S.	on	Thursday	to	mark	the	day	in	1865	when	Union	soldiers	brought	the	news	of	freedom	to	enslaved	Black	people	in	Texas.	The	events	include	one	in	Galveston	—	the	holiday’s	birthplace	—	where	former	President	Joe	Biden	was	expected.	Juneteenth	has	been	celebrated	by	Black	Americans	for	generations,
but	became	more	widely	observed	after	Biden	designated	it	a	federal	holiday	in	2021.	It	is	recognized	at	least	as	an	observance	in	every	state,	and	nearly	30	states	and	Washington,	D.C.,	have	designated	it	as	a	permanent	paid	or	legal	holiday	through	legislation	or	executive	action.	READ	MORE:	Pentagon	restores	some	webpages	honoring	minority	service	members	but	defends	DEI
purge	On	the	East	Coast,	the	Black	Heritage	Trail	of	New	Hampshire	orchestrated	a	weekslong	celebration	that	will	culminate	with	a	community	dance	and	rededication	of	the	African	Burying	Ground	Memorial	Park	in	Portsmouth.	In	Virginia,	a	ceremonial	groundbreaking	was	held	for	rebuilding	the	First	Baptist	Church	of	Williamsburg,	one	of	the	nation’s	oldest	Black	churches,	The
holiday	to	mark	the	end	of	slavery	in	the	U.S.	goes	back	to	an	order	issued	on	June	19,	1865	as	Union	troops	arrived	in	Galveston	at	the	end	of	the	Civil	War.	General	Order	No.	3	declared	that	all	enslaved	people	in	the	state	were	free	and	had	“absolute	equality.”	Those	who	planned	the	history	tours,	community	discussions	and	other	events	in	New	Hampshire	said	they	wanted	to
highlight	contradictions	in	the	familiar	narratives	about	the	nation’s	founding	fathers	ahead	of	next	year’s	250th	anniversary	of	the	signing	of	the	Declaration	of	Independence.	“Although	they	are	historically	courageous,	smart	men,	they	were	also	human.	They	held	people	in	bondage.	They	had	children	with	their	enslaved,”	said	JerriAnne	Boggis,	the	Heritage	Trail’s	executive	director.
“What	would	the	story	look	like	if	the	story	of	America	was	told	from	these	Black	descendants?”	The	celebrations	come	as	President	Donald	Trump’s	administration	has	worked	to	ban	diversity,	equity	and	inclusion	initiatives,	or	DEI,	in	the	federal	government	and	remove	content	about	Black	American	history	from	federal	websites.	Trump’s	travel	ban	on	visitors	from	select	countries
has	also	led	to	bitter	national	debate.	During	his	first	administration,	Trump	issued	statements	each	June	19,	including	one	that	ended	with	“On	Juneteenth	2017,	we	honor	the	countless	contributions	made	by	African	Americans	to	our	Nation	and	pledge	to	support	America’s	promise	as	the	land	of	the	free.”	READ	MORE:	Colleges	cut	ties	with	The	PhD	Project,	a	nonprofit	targeted	by
Trump	administration	over	DEI	New	Hampshire,	one	of	the	nation’s	whitest	states,	is	not	among	those	with	a	permanent,	paid	or	legal	Juneteenth	holiday,	and	Boggis	said	her	hope	that	lawmakers	would	take	action	making	it	one	is	waning.	“I	am	not	so	sure	anymore	given	the	political	environment	we’re	in,”	she	said.	“I	think	we’ve	taken	a	whole	bunch	of	steps	backwards	in
understanding	our	history,	civil	rights	and	inclusion.”	Still,	she	hopes	New	Hampshire’s	events	and	those	elsewhere	will	make	a	difference.	“It’s	not	a	divisive	tool	to	know	the	truth.	Knowing	the	truth	helps	us	understand	some	of	the	current	issues	that	we’re	going	through,”	she	said.	And	if	spreading	that	truth	comes	with	a	bit	of	fun,	all	the	better,	she	said.	“When	we	come	together,
when	we	break	bread	together,	we	enjoy	music	together,	we	learn	together,	we	dance	together,	we’re	creating	these	bonds	of	community,”	she	said.	“As	much	was	we	educate,	we	also	want	to	celebrate	together.”	Your	donation	makes	a	difference	in	these	uncertain	times.	Also	found	in:	Thesaurus,	Medical,	Legal,	Financial,	Acronyms,	Idioms,	Encyclopedia,	Wikipedia.Related	to	slave:
slave	trade,	Slave	Dynasty		(slāv)n.1.	One	who	is	owned	as	the	property	of	someone	else,	especially	in	involuntary	servitude.2.	One	who	is	subservient	to	or	controlled	by	another:	his	boss's	slave.3.	One	who	is	subject	to	or	controlled	by	a	specified	influence:	a	slave	to	alcohol;	a	slave	to	an	irrational	fear.4.	One	who	works	extremely	hard.5.	One	who	acts	out	the	role	of	the	submissive
partner	in	a	sadomasochistic	relationship.7.	A	machine	or	component	controlled	by	another	machine	or	component.intr.v.	slaved,	slav·ing,	slaves	1.	To	work	very	hard	or	doggedly;	toil.2.	To	trade	in	or	transport	slaves.3.	To	cause	a	machine	or	component	to	be	controlled	by	another	machine	or	component.[Middle	English	sclave,	from	Old	French	esclave,	from	Medieval	Latin	sclāvus,
from	Sclāvus,	Slav	(from	the	widespread	enslavement	of	captured	Slavs	in	the	early	Middle	Ages);	see	Slav.]Word	History:	The	derivation	of	the	word	slave	encapsulates	a	bit	of	European	history	and	explains	why	the	two	words	slave	and	Slav	are	so	similar;	they	are,	in	fact,	historically	identical.	The	word	slave	first	appears	in	English	around	1290,	spelled	sclave.	The	spelling	is	based
on	Old	French	esclave	from	Medieval	Latin	sclavus,	"Slav,	slave,"	first	recorded	around	800.	Sclavus	comes	from	Byzantine	Greek	sklabos	(pronounced	sklä′vōs)	"Slav,"	which	appears	around	580.	Sklavos	approximates	the	Slavs'	own	name	for	themselves,	the	Slověnci,	surviving	in	English	Slovene	and	Slovenian.	The	spelling	of	English	slave,	closer	to	its	original	Slavic	form,	first
appears	in	English	in	the	1500s.	Slavs	became	slaves	around	the	beginning	of	the	ninth	century	when	the	Holy	Roman	Empire	tried	to	stabilize	a	German-Slav	frontier.	By	the	1100s,	stabilization	had	given	way	to	wars	of	expansion	and	extermination	that	did	not	end	until	1410,	when	the	Poles	crushed	the	knights	of	the	Teutonic	Order	at	Grunwald	in	north-central	Poland.	·	As	far	as	the
Slavs'	own	self-designation	goes,	its	meaning	is,	understandably,	better	than	"slave";	it	comes	from	the	Indo-European	root	*kleu-,	whose	basic	meaning	is	"to	hear"	and	occurs	in	many	derivatives	meaning	"renown,	fame."	The	Slavs	are	thus	"the	famous	people."	Slavic	names	ending	in	-slav	incorporate	the	same	word,	such	as	Czech	Bohu-slav,	"God's	fame,"	Russian	Msti-slav,	"vengeful
fame,"	and	Polish	Stani-slaw,	"famous	for	withstanding	(enemies)."American	Heritage®	Dictionary	of	the	English	Language,	Fifth	Edition.	Copyright	©	2016	by	Houghton	Mifflin	Harcourt	Publishing	Company.	Published	by	Houghton	Mifflin	Harcourt	Publishing	Company.	All	rights	reserved.	(sleɪv)	n1.	(Law)	a	person	legally	owned	by	another	and	having	no	freedom	of	action	or	right	to
property2.	(Industrial	Relations	&	HR	Terms)	a	person	who	is	forced	to	work	for	another	against	his	will3.	a	person	under	the	domination	of	another	person	or	some	habit	or	influence:	a	slave	to	television.	4.	(Industrial	Relations	&	HR	Terms)	a	person	who	works	in	harsh	conditions	for	low	pay5.	(Mechanical	Engineering)	a.	a	device	that	is	controlled	by	or	that	duplicates	the	action	of
another	similar	device	(the	master	device)b.	(as	modifier):	slave	cylinder.	vb6.	(often	foll	by:	away)	to	work	like	a	slave7.	(tr)	an	archaic	word	for	enslave[C13:	via	Old	French	from	Medieval	Latin	Sclāvus	a	Slav,	one	held	in	bondage	(from	the	fact	that	the	Slavonic	races	were	frequently	conquered	in	the	Middle	Ages),	from	Late	Greek	Sklabos	a	Slav]Collins	English	Dictionary	–	Complete
and	Unabridged,	12th	Edition	2014	©	HarperCollins	Publishers	1991,	1994,	1998,	2000,	2003,	2006,	2007,	2009,	2011,	2014	(sleɪv)	n.,	v.	slaved,	slav•ing.	n.	1.	a	person	who	is	the	property	of	and	wholly	subject	to	another;	bond	servant.	2.	a	person	entirely	under	the	domination	of	some	influence	or	person.	3.	a	drudge:	a	housekeeping	slave.	4.	a	mechanism	under	control	of	and
repeating	the	actions	of	a	similar	mechanism.	Compare	master	(def.	17).	v.i.	5.	to	work	like	a	slave;	drudge.	6.	to	engage	in	the	slave	trade.	v.t.	[1250–1300;	Middle	English	sclave	<	Medieval	Latin	sclāvus	(masculine),	sclāva	(feminine)	slave,	orig.,	Slav;	so	called	because	Slavs	were	commonly	enslaved	in	the	early	Middle	Ages]	Random	House	Kernerman	Webster's	College	Dictionary,
©	2010	K	Dictionaries	Ltd.	Copyright	2005,	1997,	1991	by	Random	House,	Inc.	All	rights	reserved.amanuensis	-	Literally	"slave	at	hand"—for	a	literary	assistant,	especially	one	who	takes	dictation	or	copies	manuscripts.ciao	-	Also	ciau;	from	Italian,	it	is	an	alteration	of	schiavo,	"(I	am	your)	slave."serve	-	From	Latin	servire,	"serve,"	from	servus,	"slave."addict	-	To	addict	originally	meant
"to	award	as	a	slave";	an	addict	now	is	a	slave	to	his/her	habit,	from	Latin	addictus,	which,	in	Roman	law,	meant	"a	debtor	awarded	as	a	slave	to	his	creditor."Farlex	Trivia	Dictionary.	©	2012	Farlex,	Inc.	All	rights	reserved.Past	participle:	slavedGerund:	slavingImperativePresentPreteritePresent	ContinuousPresent	PerfectPast	ContinuousPast	PerfectFutureFuture	PerfectFuture
ContinuousPresent	Perfect	ContinuousFuture	Perfect	ContinuousPast	Perfect	ContinuousConditionalPast	ConditionalCollins	English	Verb	Tables	©	HarperCollins	Publishers	2011	Noun1.slave	-	a	person	who	is	owned	by	someone		bondsman,	bondman	-	a	male	slavebondmaid,	bondwoman,	bondswoman	-	a	female	slavebond	servant	-	someone	bound	to	labor	without	wagespuppet,	tool,
creature	-	a	person	who	is	controlled	by	others	and	is	used	to	perform	unpleasant	or	dishonest	tasks	for	someone	elsegalley	slave	-	a	slave	condemned	to	row	in	a	galley3.slave	-	someone	entirely	dominated	by	some	influence	or	person;	"a	slave	to	fashion";	"a	slave	to	cocaine";	"his	mother	was	his	abject	slave"Verb1.slave	-	work	very	hard,	like	a	slavebreak	one's	back,	buckle	down,
knuckle	downdo	work,	work	-	be	employed;	"Is	your	husband	working	again?";	"My	wife	never	worked";	"Do	you	want	to	work	after	the	age	of	60?";	"She	never	did	any	work	because	she	inherited	a	lot	of	money";	"She	works	as	a	waitress	to	put	herself	through	college"Based	on	WordNet	3.0,	Farlex	clipart	collection.	©	2003-2012	Princeton	University,	Farlex	Inc.noun2.	drudge,	skivvy
(chiefly	Brit.),	scullion	(archaic)	Mum	says	to	Dad,	`I'm	not	your	slave,	you	know!'verb1.	toil,	labour,	grind	(informal),	drudge,	sweat,	graft,	slog,	sweat	blood,	skivvy	(Brit.),	work	your	fingers	to	the	bone,	work	your	guts	out,	keep	your	nose	to	the	grindstone	slaving	over	a	hot	stoveCollins	Thesaurus	of	the	English	Language	–	Complete	and	Unabridged	2nd	Edition.	2002	©	HarperCollins
Publishers	1995,	2002nounverb	The	American	Heritage®	Roget's	Thesaurus.	Copyright	©	2013,	2014	by	Houghton	Mifflin	Harcourt	Publishing	Company.	Published	by	Houghton	Mifflin	Harcourt	Publishing	Company.	All	rights	reserved.	 حُ
دَكُياّقاش 	 لامع 	 هِرْيَغ 	 نع 	 لُمَْعَيدْبَع SklaveschuftenSklavinabarbeitenesclavotrabajar	como	un	negrotrabajar	como	una	bestiaesclavizaragyondolgozza
magátrabszolgaschiavoschiavalavorare	come	uno	schiavopedissequamentepedissequovergasvergautivergovėvergvaldystėslavetrellslite	som	en	gamparbeide	som	en	slavearbeidsslaveрабрабынярабскийвыполнять	тяжелую	работуköleköle	gibi	çalışmakköle	gibi	çalışanCollins	Spanish	Dictionary	-	Complete	and	Unabridged	8th	Edition	2005	©	William	Collins	Sons	&	Co.	Ltd.	1971,	1988
©	HarperCollins	Publishers	1992,	1993,	1996,	1997,	2000,	2003,	2005Collins	English/French	Electronic	Resource.	©	HarperCollins	Publishers	2005Collins	German	Dictionary	–	Complete	and	Unabridged	7th	Edition	2005.	©	William	Collins	Sons	&	Co.	Ltd.	1980	©	HarperCollins	Publishers	1991,	1997,	1999,	2004,	2005,	2007	[sleɪv]1.	n	→	schiavo/ato	be	a	slave	to	sth	(fig)	→	essere
schiavo/a	di	qcto	be	a	slave	of	habit	→	essere	schiavo/a	delle	abitudini2.	vi	to	slave	(away)	at	sth/at	doing	sth	→	sgobbare	per	qc/per	fare	qcCollins	Italian	Dictionary	1st	Edition	©	HarperCollins	Publishers	1995	(sleiv)	noun1.	a	person	who	works	for	a	master	to	whom	he	belongs.	In	the	nineteenth	century	many	Africans	were	sold	as	slaves	in	the	United	States.	slaaf	 دْبَع 	роб	escravo	otrok,	-
yně	der	Sklave,	die	Sklavin	slave	σκλάβος,	δούλοςesclavo	ori	 هدرب 	orja	esclaveעבד	฀฀฀,	฀฀฀฀฀	rob,	ropkinja	rabszolga	budak	þræll	schiavo	奴隷		vergas	vergs	hamba	abdi	slaafslave,	trellniewolnik	 ملاغ 	escravo	sclav	раб,	невольник	otrok,	-kyňa	suženj	rob	slav,	träl	฀฀฀	köle	奴隸	раб,	невільник	 ملاغ 	người	nô	lệ	奴隶2.	a	person	who	works	very	hard	for	someone	else.	He	has	a	slave	who	types	his
letters	and	organizes	his	life	for	him.	slaaf	 اّقاش 	 لامع 	 هِرْيَغ 	 نع 	 لمَْعَي 	 صخْشَ 	 ،حِداك 	слуга	escravo	otrok	der	Sklave,	die	Sklavin	slave	υποτακτικός	esclavo	ori	 دنكيم 	 هايس 	 راك 	 هك 	 يسك 	orja	esclaveעבד	฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀	฀฀฀	฀฀฀฀	฀฀฀฀	฀฀฀฀฀฀฀	rob	(raditi	kao	rob)	„rabszolga”	pekerja	keras	vinnuþræll	schiavo	献身的に働く人	(		)		vergas	vergs	hamba	slaafarbeidsslave	najemnik,	niewolnik	 ربقاچاق 	escravo	sclav	раб	otrok	
gibi	çalışan	苦力	раб	 مزلام 	người	làm	việc	đầu	tắt,	mặt	tối	苦工	verbˈslavery	noun2.	the	system	of	ownership	of	slaves.	slawerny	 ه/يِدوبُعلا 	 ماظِن 	робство	escravatura	otrokářství	die	Sklaverei	slaveri	δουλείαesclavitud	orjapidamine	 يراد 	 هدرب 	orjuus	esclavageעבדות	฀฀฀-฀฀฀฀฀	ropstvo	rabszolgaság	perbudakan	þrælahald	schiavitù,	schiavismo	奴隷制度			vergvaldystė	verdzība;	verdzības	iekārta	penghambaan
slavernijslaveriniewolnictwo	 يملاغ 	escravatura	sclava​gism	рабовладение	otrokárstvo	sužnjelastništvo	ropstvo	slaveri	฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀	kölelik	sistemi	奴隸制度	рабство	 جاور 	 اک 	 یملاغ 	sự	chiếm	hữu	nô	lệ	奴隶制度3.	very	hard	and	badly-paid	work.	Her	job	is	sheer	slavery.	slawerny	 هضَفِخَْنمُ 	 ةرَجُْأو 	 قاش 	 لمََع 	робия	escravidão	otročina	die	Sklavenarbeit	slaveri	σκληρή	και	άθλια	αμειβόμενη	εργασία,	κάτεργοesclavitud	orjatöö	
raskas	ja	huonopalkkainen	työ	esclavage	 ךֵרָפּ 	 תדַֹובַע 	฀฀฀฀	฀฀฀฀฀฀฀	ropstvo	rabszolgamunka	perbudakan	þrælavinna	schiavitù,	schiavismo	苦役		vergavimas	vergošana	pengabdian	slavernijslavearbeid	katorga	 بوتييرم 	escravatura	sclavie	рабский	труд	otročina	suženjsko	delo	ropstvo	slavgöra	฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀	zor	ve	ücreti	düşük	iş	苦役	підневільна	праця	 تقشم 	 تخس 	công	việc	được	trả	công
rẻ	mạt	苦役Kernerman	English	Multilingual	Dictionary	©	2006-2013	K	Dictionaries	Ltd.	→	 حُ
دَكُي ,	 دْبَع 	otročit,	otrok	slave	schuften,	Sklave	σκλάβος,	σκλαβώνω	esclavizar,	esclavo	orja,	raataa	esclave,	trimer	rob,	robovati	lavorare	come	uno	schiavo,	schiavo	奴隷,	奴隷のように働く	฀฀,	฀฀฀฀	slaaf,	uitsloven	(zich)	slave	niewolnik,	tyrać	escravizar,	escravo	выполнять	тяжелую	работу,	раб	slav,	slava	฀฀฀,
฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀	köle,	köle	gibi	çalışmak	làm	việc	như	nô	lệ,	nô	lệ	奴隶,	辛勤努力Multilingual	Translator	©	HarperCollins	Publishers	2009	Want	to	thank	TFD	for	its	existence?	Tell	a	friend	about	us,	add	a	link	to	this	page,	or	visit	the	webmaster's	page	for	free	fun	content.	Link	to	this	page:	With	the	sale	of	my	jewels	I	will	obtain	10,000	gold	pieces,	and	with	this	sum	you	will	buy	another
slave."Even	if	you	are	suspected	and	the	king	accuses	you,	you	have	only	to	say	that,	after	examining	the	slave,	you	did	not	find	her	worthy	of	his	Majesty.Let	it	be	remembered	that	in	all	southern	states	it	is	a	principle	of	jurisprudence	that	no	person	of	colored	lineage	can	testify	in	a	suit	against	a	white,	and	it	will	be	easy	to	see	that	such	a	case	may	occur,	wherever	there	is	a	man
whose	passions	outweigh	his	interests,	and	a	slave	who	has	manhood	or	principle	enough	to	resist	his	will.He	had	always	treated	the	slave	with	such	indulgence,	and	his	confidence	in	his	affection	was	such,	that	he	believed	he	must	have	been	practised	upon	to	induce	him	to	revolt	from	him.He	was	a	stranger	to	nearly	every	member	of	that	body;	but,	having	recently	made	his	escape
from	the	south-	ern	prison-house	of	bondage,	and	feeling	his	curiosity	excited	to	ascertain	the	principles	and	measures	of	the	abolitionists,--of	whom	he	had	heard	a	somewhat	vague	description	while	he	was	a	slave,--he	was	in-	duced	to	give	his	attendance,	on	the	occasion	al-	luded	to,	though	at	that	time	a	resident	in	New	Bedford.When	a	family	is	complete,	it	consists	of	freemen	and
slaves;	but	as	in	every	subject	we	should	begin	with	examining	into	the	smallest	parts	of	which	it	consists,	and	as	the	first	and	smallest	parts	of	a	family	are	the	master	and	slave,	the	husband	and	wife,	the	father	and	child,	let	us	first	inquire	into	these	three,	what	each	of	them	may	be,	and	what	they	ought	to	be;	that	is	to	say,	the	herile,	the	nuptial,	and	the	paternal.All	relatives	have
correlatives:	by	the	term	'slave'	we	mean	the	slave	of	a	master,	by	the	term	'master',	the	master	of	a	slave;	by	'double',	the	double	of	its	hall;	by	'half',	the	half	of	its	double;	by	'greater',	greater	than	that	which	is	less;	by	'less,'	less	than	that	which	is	greater.I	said	I	was	a	slave,	the	property	of	the	great	Earl	Grip,	who	had	arrived	just	after	dark	at	the	Tabard	inn	in	the	village	on	the	other
side	of	the	water,	and	had	stopped	there	over	night,	by	compulsion,	he	being	taken	deadly	sick	with	a	strange	and	sudden	disorder.I	found	that	this	man	had	made	a	contract	with	his	master,	two	or	three	years	previous	to	the	Emancipation	Proclamation,	to	the	effect	that	the	slave	was	to	be	permitted	to	buy	himself,	by	paying	so	much	per	year	for	his	body;	and	while	he	was	paying	for
himself,	he	was	to	be	permitted	to	labour	where	and	for	whom	he	pleased.The	man's	stooped	and	narrow	shoulders	and	weazened	chest	proclaimed	him	the	true	child	of	the	crowded	ghetto,	and	strong	on	Martin	was	the	age-long	struggle	of	the	feeble,	wretched	slaves	against	the	lordly	handful	of	men	who	had	ruled	over	them	and	would	rule	over	them	to	the	end	of	time.All	this	is
admitted,	it	will	perhaps	be	said;	but	does	it	follow,	from	an	admission	of	numbers	for	the	measure	of	representation,	or	of	slaves	combined	with	free	citizens	as	a	ratio	of	taxation,	that	slaves	ought	to	be	included	in	the	numerical	rule	of	representation?Such	are	the	facts,	though	they	did	not	need	confirmation	by	me,	in	regard	to	the	wonderful	instinct	of	making	slaves.	Let	it	be
observed	what	a	contrast	the	instinctive	habits	of	F.	Slavery	is	the	practice	of	forced	labor	and	restricted	liberty	.	It	is	also	a	regime	where	one	class	of	people	-	the	slave	owners	-	could	force	another	-	the	slaves	-	to	work	and	limit	their	liberty.	Throughout	history,	some	forms	of	slavery	existed	as	punishment	for	committing	crimes	or	to	pay	off	debts.	In	the	United	States,	individuals
were	forced	into	slavery,	born	into	slavery,	and	were	slaves	for	life	based	on	their	race.	Slaves	were	recognized	as	property	or	objects	of	the	slave	owners.	Slavery	was	widely	accepted	worldwide,	and	many	countries	gained	their	capital	from	the	practice	of	slavery,	especially	from	the	triangular	trade	among	Europe,	Africa,	and	America.	The	United	States	abolished	slavery	through	the
13th	Amendment	after	the	Civil	War.	While	the	practice	of	slavery	is	no	longer	legal,	it	still	does	exist.	According	to	the	18	U.S.	Code	§	1583	,	individuals	may	be	fined	or	be	imprisoned	for	life	if	they	kidnap	,	carry	away,	or	use	any	other	method	to	hold	someone	against	their	will.	See	also:	human	trafficking	,	sexual	slavery	[Last	reviewed	in	May	of	2022	by	the	Wex	Definitions	Team	]
Wex	Four	hundred	years	after	enslaved	Africans	were	first	brought	to	Virginia,	most	Americans	still	don’t	know	the	full	story	of	slavery.	Sometime	in	1619,	a	Portuguese	slave	ship,	the	São	João	Bautista,	traveled	across	the	Atlantic	Ocean	with	a	hull	filled	with	human	cargo:	captive	Africans	from	Angola,	in	southwestern	Africa.	The	men,	women	and	children,	most	likely	from	the
kingdoms	of	Ndongo	and	Kongo,	endured	the	horrific	journey,	bound	for	a	life	of	enslavement	in	Mexico.	Almost	half	the	captives	had	died	by	the	time	the	ship	was	seized	by	two	English	pirate	ships;	the	remaining	Africans	were	taken	to	Point	Comfort,	a	port	near	Jamestown,	the	capital	of	the	English	colony	of	Virginia,	which	the	Virginia	Company	of	London	had	established	12	years
earlier.	The	colonist	John	Rolfe	wrote	to	Sir	Edwin	Sandys,	of	the	Virginia	Company,	that	in	August	1619,	a	“Dutch	man	of	war”	arrived	in	the	colony	and	“brought	not	anything	but	20	and	odd	Negroes,	which	the	governor	and	cape	merchant	bought	for	victuals.”	The	Africans	were	most	likely	put	to	work	in	the	tobacco	fields	that	had	recently	been	established	in	the	area.	[Read	our
essay	on	why	American	schools	can’t	teach	slavery	right.]	Forced	labor	was	not	uncommon	—	Africans	and	Europeans	had	been	trading	goods	and	people	across	the	Mediterranean	for	centuries	—	but	enslavement	had	not	been	based	on	race.	The	trans-Atlantic	slave	trade,	which	began	as	early	as	the	15th	century,	introduced	a	system	of	slavery	that	was	commercialized,	racialized	and
inherited.	Enslaved	people	were	seen	not	as	people	at	all	but	as	commodities	to	be	bought,	sold	and	exploited.	Though	people	of	African	descent	—	free	and	enslaved	—	were	present	in	North	America	as	early	as	the	1500s,	the	sale	of	the	“20	and	odd”	African	people	set	the	course	for	what	would	become	slavery	in	the	United	States.	The	broadside	pictured	above	advertised	a	slave
auction	at	the	St.	Louis	Hotel	in	New	Orleans	on	March	25,	1858.	Eighteen	people	were	for	sale,	including	a	family	of	six	whose	youngest	child	was	1.	The	artifact	is	part	of	the	collection	of	The	Smithsonian's	National	Museum	of	African	American	History	and	Culture.	Its	curator	of	American	Slavery,	Mary	Elliott,	cowrote	the	history	of	slavery	below	—	told	primarily	through	objects	in
the	museum's	collection.	In	the	15th	century,	the	Roman	Catholic	Church	divided	the	world	in	half,	granting	Portugal	a	monopoly	on	trade	in	West	Africa	and	Spain	the	right	to	colonize	the	New	World	in	its	quest	for	land	and	gold.	Pope	Nicholas	V	buoyed	Portuguese	efforts	and	issued	the	Romanus	Pontifex	of	1455,	which	affirmed	Portugal’s	exclusive	rights	to	territories	it	claimed
along	the	West	African	coast	and	the	trade	from	those	areas.	It	granted	the	right	to	invade,	plunder	and	“reduce	their	persons	to	perpetual	slavery.”	Queen	Isabella	invested	in	Christopher	Columbus’s	exploration	to	increase	her	wealth	and	ultimately	rejected	the	enslavement	of	Native	Americans,	claiming	that	they	were	Spanish	subjects.	Spain	established	an	asiento,	or	contract,	that
authorized	the	direct	shipment	of	captive	Africans	for	trade	as	human	commodities	in	the	Spanish	colonies	in	the	Americas.	Eventually	other	European	nation-states	—	the	Netherlands,	France,	Denmark	and	England	—	seeking	similar	economic	and	geopolitical	power	joined	in	the	trade,	exchanging	goods	and	people	with	leaders	along	the	West	African	coast,	who	ran	self-sustaining
societies	known	for	their	mineral-rich	land	and	wealth	in	gold	and	other	trade	goods.	They	competed	to	secure	the	asiento	and	colonize	the	New	World.	With	these	efforts,	a	new	form	of	slavery	came	into	being.	It	was	endorsed	by	the	European	nation-states	and	based	on	race,	and	it	resulted	in	the	largest	forced	migration	in	the	world:	Some	12.5	million	men,	women	and	children	of
African	descent	were	forced	into	the	trans-Atlantic	slave	trade.	The	sale	of	their	bodies	and	the	product	of	their	labor	brought	the	Atlantic	world	into	being,	including	colonial	North	America.	In	the	colonies,	status	began	to	be	defined	by	race	and	class,	and	whether	by	custom,	case	law	or	statute,	freedom	was	limited	to	maintain	the	enterprise	of	slavery	and	ensure	power.	National
Portrait	Gallery,	London	In	1624,	after	her	brother’s	death,	Ana	Njinga	gained	control	of	the	kingdom	of	Ndongo,	in	present-day	Angola.	At	the	time,	the	Portuguese	were	trying	to	colonize	Ndongo	and	nearby	territory	in	part	to	acquire	more	people	for	its	slave	trade,	and	after	two	years	as	ruler,	Njinga	was	forced	to	flee	in	the	face	of	Portuguese	attack.	Eventually,	however,	she
conquered	a	nearby	kingdom	called	Matamba.	Njinga	continued	to	fight	fiercely	against	Portuguese	forces	in	the	region	for	many	years,	and	she	later	provided	shelter	for	runaway	slaves.	By	the	time	of	Njinga’s	death	in	1663,	she	had	made	peace	with	Portugal,	and	Matamba	traded	with	it	on	equal	economic	footing.	In	2002,	a	statue	of	Njinga	was	unveiled	in	Luanda,	the	capital	of
Angola,	where	she	is	held	up	as	an	emblem	of	resistance	and	courage.	Erica	Deeman	for	The	New	York	Times.	Objects	from	the	Smithsonian's	National	Museum	of	African	American	History	and	Culture.	Ballast	block	on	loan	from	Iziko	Museums	of	South	Africa.	“The	iron	entered	into	our	souls,”	lamented	a	formerly	enslaved	man	named	Caesar,	as	he	remembered	the	shackles	he	had	to
wear	during	his	forced	passage	from	his	home	in	Africa	to	the	New	World.	Used	as	restraints	around	the	arms	and	legs,	the	coarse	metal	cut	into	captive	Africans’	skin	for	the	many	months	they	spent	at	sea.	Children	made	up	about	26	percent	of	the	captives.	Because	governments	determined	by	the	ton	how	many	people	could	be	fitted	onto	a	slave	ship,	enslavers	considered	children
especially	advantageous:	They	could	fill	the	boat’s	small	spaces,	allowing	more	human	capital	in	the	cargo	hold.	Africans	were	crammed	into	ships	with	no	knowledge	of	where	they	were	going	or	if	they	would	be	released.	This	forced	migration	is	known	as	the	Middle	Passage.	As	Olaudah	Equiano,	the	formerly	enslaved	author,	remembered,	“I	was	soon	put	down	under	the	decks,	and
there	I	received	such	a	salutation	in	my	nostrils	as	I	had	never	experienced	in	my	life:	so	that,	with	the	loathsomeness	of	the	stench,	and	crying	together,	I	became	so	sick	and	low	that	I	was	not	able	to	eat,	nor	had	I	the	least	desire	to	taste	anything.	I	now	wished	for	the	last	friend,	death,	to	relieve	me.”	Overheating,	thirst,	starvation	and	violence	were	common	aboard	slave	ships,	and
roughly	15	percent	of	each	ship’s	enslaved	population	died	before	they	ever	reached	land.	Suicide	attempts	were	so	common	that	many	captains	placed	netting	around	their	ships	to	prevent	loss	of	human	cargo	and	therefore	profit;	working-class	white	crew	members,	too,	committed	suicide	or	ran	away	at	port	to	escape	the	brutality.	Enslaved	people	did	not	meekly	accept	their	fate.
Approximately	one	out	of	10	slave	ships	experienced	resistance,	ranging	from	individual	defiance	(like	refusing	to	eat	or	jumping	overboard)	to	full-blown	mutiny.	The	slave	trade	provided	political	power,	social	standing	and	wealth	for	the	church,	European	nation-states,	New	World	colonies	and	individuals.	This	portrait	by	John	Greenwood	connects	slavery	and	privilege	through	the
image	of	a	group	of	Rhode	Island	sea	captains	and	merchants	drinking	at	a	tavern	in	the	Dutch	colony	of	Surinam,	a	hub	of	trade.	These	men	made	money	by	trading	the	commodities	produced	by	slavery	globally	—	among	the	North	American	colonies,	the	Caribbean	and	South	America	—	allowing	them	to	secure	political	positions	and	determine	the	fate	of	the	nation.	The	men	depicted
here	include	the	future	governors	Nicholas	Cooke	and	Joseph	Wanton;	Esek	Hopkins,	a	future	commander	in	chief	of	the	Continental	Navy;	and	Stephen	Hopkins,	who	would	eventually	become	one	of	the	signers	of	the	Declaration	of	Independence.	All	children	borne	in	this	country	shall	be	held	bond	or	free	only	according	to	the	condition	of	the	mother.’	—	Virginia	law	enacted	in	1662
The	use	of	enslaved	laborers	was	affirmed	—	and	its	continual	growth	was	promoted	—	through	the	creation	of	a	Virginia	law	in	1662	that	decreed	that	the	status	of	the	child	followed	the	status	of	the	mother,	which	meant	that	enslaved	women	gave	birth	to	generations	of	children	of	African	descent	who	were	now	seen	as	commodities.	This	natural	increase	allowed	the	colonies	—	and
then	the	United	States	—	to	become	a	slave	nation.	The	law	also	secured	wealth	for	European	colonists	and	generations	of	their	descendants,	even	as	free	black	people	could	be	legally	prohibited	from	bequeathing	their	wealth	to	their	children.	At	the	same	time,	racial	and	class	hierarchies	were	being	coded	into	law:	In	the	1640s,	John	Punch,	a	black	servant,	escaped	bondage	with	two
white	indentured	servants.	Once	caught,	his	companions	received	additional	years	of	servitude,	while	Punch	was	determined	enslaved	for	life.	In	the	wake	of	Bacon’s	Rebellion,	in	which	free	and	enslaved	black	people	aligned	themselves	with	poor	white	people	and	yeoman	white	farmers	against	the	government,	more	stringent	laws	were	enacted	that	defined	status	based	on	race	and
class.	Black	people	in	America	were	being	enslaved	for	life,	while	the	protections	of	whiteness	were	formalized.	Erica	Deeman	for	The	New	York	Times.	Object	from	the	Smithsonian's	National	Museum	of	African	American	History	and	Culture.	Before	cotton	dominated	American	agriculture,	sugar	drove	the	slave	trade	throughout	the	Caribbean	and	Spanish	Americas.	Sugar	cane	was	a
brutal	crop	that	required	constant	work	six	days	a	week,	and	it	maimed,	burned	and	killed	those	involved	in	its	cultivation.	The	life	span	of	an	enslaved	person	on	a	sugar	plantation	could	be	as	little	as	seven	years.	Unfazed,	plantation	owners	worked	their	enslaved	laborers	to	death	and	prepared	for	this	high	“turnover”	by	ensuring	that	new	enslaved	people	arrived	on	a	regular	basis	to
replace	the	dying.	The	British	poet	William	Cowper	captured	this	ethos	when	he	wrote,	“I	pity	them	greatly,	but	I	must	be	mum,	for	how	could	we	do	without	sugar	or	rum?”	The	sweetening	of	coffee	and	tea	took	precedence	over	human	life	and	set	the	tone	for	slavery	in	the	Americas.	Enslaved	Africans	had	known	freedom	before	they	arrived	in	America,	and	they	fought	to	regain	it
from	the	moment	they	were	taken	from	their	homes,	rebelling	on	plantation	sites	and	in	urban	centers.	In	September	1739,	a	group	of	enslaved	Africans	in	the	South	Carolina	colony,	led	by	an	enslaved	man	called	Jemmy,	gathered	outside	Charleston,	where	they	killed	two	storekeepers	and	seized	weapons	and	ammunition.	“Calling	out	Liberty,”	according	to	Gen.	James	Oglethorpe,	the
rebels	“marched	on	with	Colours	displayed,	and	two	Drums	beating”	along	the	Stono	River,	entreating	other	members	of	the	enslaved	community	to	join	them.	Their	goal	was	Spanish	Florida,	where	they	were	promised	freedom	if	they	fought	as	the	first	line	of	defense	against	British	attack.	This	effort,	called	the	Stono	Rebellion,	was	the	largest	slave	uprising	in	the	mainland	British
colonies.	Between	60	and	100	black	people	participated	in	the	rebellion;	about	40	black	people	and	20	white	people	were	killed,	and	other	freedom	fighters	were	captured	and	questioned.	White	lawmakers	in	South	Carolina,	afraid	of	additional	rebellions,	put	a	10-year	moratorium	on	the	importation	of	enslaved	Africans	and	passed	the	Negro	Act	of	1740,	which	criminalized	assembly,
education	and	moving	abroad	among	the	enslaved.	The	Stono	Rebellion	was	only	one	of	many	rebellions	that	occurred	over	the	246	years	of	slavery	in	the	United	States.	Erica	Deeman	for	The	New	York	Times.	Object	from	the	Smithsonian's	National	Museum	of	African	American	History	and	Culture.	Enslaved	black	people	came	from	regions	and	ethnic	groups	throughout	Africa.	Though
they	came	empty-handed,	they	carried	with	them	memories	of	loved	ones	and	communities,	moral	values,	intellectual	insight,	artistic	talents	and	cultural	practices,	religious	beliefs	and	skills.	In	their	new	environment,	they	relied	on	these	memories	to	create	new	practices	infused	with	old	ones.	In	the	Low	Country	region	of	the	Carolinas	and	Georgia,	planters	specifically	requested
skilled	enslaved	people	from	a	region	stretching	from	Senegal	to	Liberia,	who	were	familiar	with	the	conditions	ideal	for	growing	rice.	Charleston	quickly	became	the	busiest	port	for	people	shipped	from	West	Africa.	The	coiled	or	woven	baskets	used	to	separate	rice	grains	from	husks	during	harvest	were	a	form	of	artistry	and	technology	brought	from	Africa	to	the	colonies.	Although
the	baskets	were	utilitarian,	they	also	served	as	a	source	of	artistic	pride	and	a	way	to	stay	connected	to	the	culture	and	memory	of	the	homeland.	We	hold	these	truths	to	be	self-evident,	that	all	men	are	created	equal,	that	they	are	endowed	by	their	Creator	with	certain	unalienable	Rights,	that	among	these	are	Life,	Liberty	and	the	pursuit	of	Happiness.”	So	begins	the	Declaration	of
Independence,	the	document	that	eventually	led	to	the	creation	of	the	United	States.	But	the	words	point	to	the	paradox	the	nation	was	built	on:	Even	as	the	colonists	fought	for	freedom	from	the	British,	they	maintained	slavery	and	avoided	the	issue	in	the	Constitution.	Enslaved	people,	however,	seized	any	opportunity	to	secure	their	freedom.	Some	fought	for	it	through	military	service
in	the	Revolutionary	War,	whether	serving	for	the	British	or	the	patriots.	Others	benefited	from	gradual	emancipation	enacted	in	states	like	Pennsylvania,	New	York	and	New	Jersey.	In	New	York,	for	example,	children	born	after	July	4,	1799,	were	legally	free	when	they	turned	25,	if	they	were	women,	or	28,	if	they	were	men	—	the	law	was	meant	to	compensate	slaveholders	by	keeping
people	enslaved	during	some	of	their	most	productive	years.	[How	was	slavery	taught	in	your	school?	We	want	to	hear	your	story.]	Yet	the	demand	for	a	growing	enslaved	population	to	cultivate	cotton	in	the	Deep	South	was	unyielding.	In	1808,	Congress	implemented	the	Act	Prohibiting	Importation	of	Slaves,	which	terminated	the	country’s	legal	involvement	in	the	international	slave
trade	but	put	new	emphasis	on	the	domestic	slave	trade,	which	relied	on	buying	and	selling	enslaved	black	people	already	in	the	country,	often	separating	them	from	their	loved	ones.	(In	addition,	the	international	trade	continued	illegally.)	The	ensuing	forced	migration	of	over	a	million	African-Americans	to	the	South	guaranteed	political	power	to	the	slaveholding	class:	The	Three-
Fifths	Clause	that	the	planter	elite	had	secured	in	the	Constitution	held	that	three-fifths	of	the	enslaved	population	was	counted	in	determining	a	state’s	population	and	thus	its	congressional	representation.	The	economic	and	political	power	grab	reinforced	the	brutal	system	of	slavery.	Illustration	by	Jamaal	Barber	After	the	Revolutionary	War,	Thomas	Jefferson	and	other	politicians	—
both	slaveholding	and	not	—	wrote	the	documents	that	defined	the	new	nation.	In	the	initial	draft	of	the	Declaration	of	Independence,	Jefferson	condemned	King	George	III	of	Britain	for	engaging	in	the	slave	trade	and	ignoring	pleas	to	end	it,	and	for	calling	upon	the	enslaved	to	rise	up	and	fight	on	behalf	of	the	British	against	the	colonists.	This	language	was	excised	from	the	final
document,	however,	and	all	references	to	slavery	were	removed,	in	stunning	contrast	to	the	document’s	opening	statement	on	the	equality	of	men.	Jefferson	was	a	lifelong	enslaver.	He	inherited	enslaved	black	people;	he	fathered	enslaved	black	children;	and	he	relied	on	enslaved	black	people	for	his	livelihood	and	comfort.	He	openly	speculated	that	black	people	were	inferior	to	white
people	and	continually	advocated	for	their	removal	from	the	country.	In	1791,	Benjamin	Banneker,	a	free	black	mathematician,	scientist,	astronomer	and	surveyor,	argued	against	this	mind-set	when	he	wrote	to	Jefferson,	then	secretary	of	state,	urging	him	to	correct	his	“narrow	prejudices”	and	to	“eradicate	that	train	of	absurd	and	false	ideas	and	opinions,	which	so	generally	prevails
with	respect	to	us.”	Banneker	also	condemned	Jefferson’s	slaveholding	in	his	letter	and	included	a	manuscript	of	his	almanac,	which	would	be	printed	the	following	year.	Jefferson	was	unconvinced	of	the	intelligence	of	African-Americans,	and	in	his	swift	reply	only	noted	that	he	welcomed	“such	proofs	as	you	exhibit”	of	black	people	with	“talents	equal	to	those	of	the	other	colors	of
men.”	From	the	Massachusetts	Historical	Society	In	the	wake	of	the	Revolutionary	War,	African-Americans	took	their	cause	to	statehouses	and	courthouses,	where	they	vigorously	fought	for	their	freedom	and	the	abolition	of	slavery.	Elizabeth	Freeman,	better	known	as	Mum	Bett,	an	enslaved	woman	in	Massachusetts	whose	husband	died	fighting	during	the	Revolutionary	War,	was	one
such	visionary.	The	new	Massachusetts	Constitution	of	1780	stated	that	“All	men	are	born	free	and	equal,	and	have	certain	natural,	essential	and	unalienable	rights;	among	which	may	be	reckoned	the	right	of	enjoying	and	defending	their	lives	and	liberties.”	Arguing	that	slavery	violated	this	sentiment,	Bett	sued	for	her	freedom	and	won.	After	the	ruling,	Bett	changed	her	name	to
Elizabeth	Freeman	to	signify	her	new	status.	Her	precedent-setting	case	helped	to	effectively	bring	an	end	to	slavery	in	Massachusetts.	‘If	one	minute’s	freedom	had	been	offered	to	me,	and	I	had	been	told	I	must	die	at	the	end	of	that	minute,	I	would	have	taken	it.’	—	Mum	Bett	From	the	Smithsonian’s	Museum	of	African	American	History	and	Culture	Black	people,	both	free	and
enslaved,	relied	on	their	faith	to	hold	onto	their	humanity	under	the	most	inhumane	circumstances.	In	1787,	the	Rev.	Richard	Allen	and	other	black	congregants	walked	out	of	services	at	St.	George’s	Methodist	Episcopal	Church	in	Philadelphia	to	protest	its	segregated	congregations.	Allen,	an	abolitionist	who	was	born	enslaved,	had	moved	to	Philadelphia	after	purchasing	his	freedom.
There	he	joined	St.	George’s,	where	he	initially	preached	to	integrated	congregations.	It	quickly	became	clear	that	integration	went	only	so	far:	He	was	directed	to	preach	a	separate	service	designated	for	black	parishioners.	Dismayed	that	black	people	were	still	treated	as	inferiors	in	what	was	meant	to	be	a	holy	space,	Allen	founded	the	African	Methodist	Episcopal	denomination	and
started	the	Mother	Bethel	A.M.E.	Church.	For	communities	of	free	people	of	color,	churches	like	Allen’s	were	places	not	only	of	sanctuary	but	also	of	education,	organizing	and	civic	engagement,	providing	resources	to	navigate	a	racist	society	in	a	slave	nation.	Allen	and	his	successors	connected	the	community,	pursued	social	justice	and	helped	guide	black	congregants	as	they
transitioned	to	freedom.	The	African	Methodist	Episcopal	Church	grew	rapidly;	today	at	least	7,000	A.M.E.	congregations	exist	around	the	world,	including	Allen’s	original	church.	From	the	Library	of	Congress	The	national	dialogue	surrounding	slavery	and	freedom	continued	as	the	demand	for	enslaved	laborers	increased.	In	1794,	Eli	Whitney	patented	the	cotton	gin,	which	made	it
possible	to	clean	cotton	faster	and	get	products	to	the	market	more	quickly.	Cotton	was	king,	as	the	saying	went,	and	the	country	became	a	global	economic	force.	But	the	land	for	cultivating	it	was	eventually	exhausted,	and	the	nation	would	have	to	expand	to	keep	up	with	consumer	demand.	In	1803,	Thomas	Jefferson	struck	a	deal	with	Napoleon	Bonaparte,	the	Louisiana	Purchase:	In
exchange	for	$15	million,	the	United	States	gained	almost	830,000	square	miles	of	land,	doubling	the	size	of	the	country	and	expanding	America’s	empire	of	slavery	and	cotton.	Soon	after	this	deal,	the	United	States	abolished	the	international	slave	trade,	creating	a	labor	shortage.	Under	these	circumstances,	the	domestic	slave	trade	increased	as	an	estimated	one	million	enslaved
people	were	sent	to	the	Deep	South	to	work	in	cotton,	sugar	and	rice	fields.	“Benevolent	men	have	voluntarily	stepped	forward	to	obviate	the	consequences	of	this	injustice	and	barbarity,”	proclaimed	the	Rev.	Peter	Williams	Jr.	in	a	historic	speech	about	the	end	of	the	nation’s	involvement	in	the	trans-Atlantic	slave	trade.	“They	have	striven	assiduously	to	restore	our	natural	rights;	to
guaranty	them	from	fresh	innovations;	to	furnish	us	with	necessary	information;	and	to	stop	the	source	from	whence	our	evils	have	flowed.”	A	free	black	man	who	founded	St.	Philip’s	African	Church	in	Manhattan,	Williams	spoke	in	front	of	a	white	and	black	audience	on	Jan.	1,	1808	—	the	day	the	United	States	ban	on	the	international	slave	trade	went	into	effect.	The	law,	of	course,	did
not	end	slavery,	and	it	was	often	violated.	Williams	forced	the	audience	to	confront	slavery’s	ugliness	as	he	continued,	“Its	baneful	footsteps	are	marked	with	blood;	its	infectious	breath	spreads	war	and	desolation;	and	its	train	is	composed	of	the	complicated	miseries	of	cruel	and	unceasing	bondage.”	His	oration	further	defined	a	black	view	of	freedom	that	had	been	building	since	the
foundation	of	the	country,	as	when	the	formerly	enslaved	poet	Phillis	Wheatley	noted	in	1774,“for	in	every	human	Breast,	God	has	implanted	a	Principle,	which	we	call	love	of	Freedom;	it	is	impatient	of	Oppression,	and	pants	for	Deliverance.”	As	demand	for	cotton	grew	and	the	nation	expanded,	slavery	became	more	systemic,	codified	and	regulated	—	as	did	the	lives	of	all	enslaved
people.	The	sale	of	enslaved	people	and	the	products	of	their	labor	secured	the	nation’s	position	as	a	global	economic	and	political	powerhouse,	but	they	faced	increasingly	inhumane	conditions.	They	were	hired	out	to	increase	their	worth,	sold	to	pay	off	debts	and	bequeathed	to	the	next	generation.	Slavery	affected	everyone,	from	textile	workers,	bankers	and	ship	builders	in	the	North;
to	the	elite	planter	class,	working-class	slave	catchers	and	slave	dealers	in	the	South;	to	the	yeoman	farmers	and	poor	white	people	who	could	not	compete	against	free	labor.	Additionally,	in	the	1830s,	President	Andrew	Jackson	implemented	his	plan	for	Indian	removal,	ripping	another	group	of	people	from	their	ancestral	lands	in	the	name	of	wealth.	As	slavery	spread	across	the
country,	opposition	—	both	moral	and	economic	—	gained	momentum.	Interracial	abolition	efforts	grew	in	force	as	enslaved	people,	free	black	people	and	some	white	citizens	fought	for	the	end	of	slavery	and	a	more	inclusive	definition	of	freedom.	The	nation	was	in	transition,	and	it	came	to	a	head	after	Abraham	Lincoln	was	elected	president;	a	month	later,	in	December	1860,	South
Carolina	seceded	from	the	Union,	citing	“an	increasing	hostility	on	the	part	of	the	nonslaveholding	states	to	the	institution	of	slavery”	as	a	cause.	Five	years	later,	the	Civil	War	had	ended,	and	246	years	after	the	“20	and	odd	Negroes”	were	sold	in	Virginia,	the	13th	Amendment	ensured	that	the	country	would	never	again	be	defined	as	a	slave	nation.	Erica	Deeman	for	The	New	York
Times.	Object	from	the	Smithsonian's	National	Museum	of	African	American	History	and	Culture.	Rhoda	Phillips’s	name	was	officially	written	down	for	the	first	time	in	1832,	in	the	record	of	her	sale.	She	was	purchased	when	she	was	around	1	year	old,	along	with	her	mother,	Milley,	and	her	sister	Martha,	for	$550.	The	enslaver	Thomas	Gleaves	eventually	acquired	Rhoda.	He
bequeathed	her	to	his	family	in	his	will,	where	she	is	listed	as	valued	at	$200.	She	remained	enslaved	by	them	until	the	Emancipation	Proclamation	in	1863.	Afterward,	Rhoda	is	believed	to	have	married	a	man	and	had	eight	children	with	him.	When	she	died,	the	Gleaves	family	ran	an	obituary	in	The	Nashville	Banner	that	showed	the	family	still	could	not	see	the	inhumanity	of	slavery.
“Aunt	Rhody,”	the	obituary	said,	“was	raised	by	Mr.	Gleaves	and	has	lived	with	the	family	all	her	life.	She	was	one	of	the	old-time	darkies	that	are	responsible	for	the	making	of	so	many	of	their	young	masters.”	In	this	daguerreotype	of	Rhoda,	she	is	about	19,	and	in	contrast	to	the	practice	at	the	time,	Rhoda	appears	alone	in	the	frame.	Typically,	enslaved	people	were	shown	holding
white	children	or	in	the	background	of	a	family	photo,	the	emphasis	placed	on	their	servitude.	Rhoda’s	story	highlights	one	of	the	perversities	of	slavery:	To	the	Gleaves,	Rhoda	was	a	family	member	even	as	they	owned	her.	On	March	16,	1827,	the	same	year	that	slavery	was	abolished	in	New	York,	Peter	Williams	Jr.	co-founded	Freedom’s	Journal,	the	first	newspaper	owned	and
operated	by	African-Americans.	A	weekly	New	York	paper,	it	was	edited	by	John	Russwurm	and	Samuel	Cornish,	who	wrote	in	their	first	editorial,	“We	wish	to	plead	our	own	cause.	Too	long	have	others	spoken	for	us.	Too	long	has	the	publick	been	deceived	by	misrepresentations.”	Russwurm	and	Cornish	wanted	the	paper	to	strengthen	relations	among	newly	freed	black	people	living	in
the	North	and	counter	racist	and	hostile	representations	of	African-Americans	in	other	papers.	At	its	peak,	the	paper	circulated	in	11	states	and	internationally.	Although	it	folded	in	1829,	Freedom’s	Journal	served	as	inspiration	for	other	black	newspapers,	and	by	the	start	of	the	Civil	War,	there	were	at	least	two	dozen	black-owned	papers	in	the	country.	The	renowned	abolitionist	and
scholar	Frederick	Douglass	used	his	newspapers	to	call	for	and	to	secure	social	justice.	On	March	7,	1854,	Sally	and	her	three	daughters,	Sylvia,	Charlotte	and	Elizabeth,	were	sold	for	$1,200.	Sally	was	able	to	remain	with	her	children,	at	least	for	a	short	time,	but	most	enslaved	women	had	to	endure	their	children	being	forcibly	taken	from	them.	Their	ability	to	bear	children	—	their
“increase”	—	was	one	of	the	reasons	they	were	so	highly	valued.	Laws	throughout	the	country	ensured	that	a	child	born	to	an	enslaved	woman	was	also	the	property	of	the	enslaver	to	do	with	as	he	saw	fit,	whether	to	make	the	child	work	or	to	sell	the	child	for	profit.	Many	enslaved	women	were	also	regularly	raped,	and	there	were	no	laws	to	protect	them;	white	men	could	do	what	they
wanted	without	reproach,	including	selling	the	offspring	—	their	offspring	—	that	resulted	from	these	assaults.	Many	white	women	also	served	as	enslavers;	there	was	no	alliance	of	sisterhood	among	slave	mistresses	and	the	black	mothers	and	daughters	they	claimed	as	property.	‘Brethren,	arise,	arise!	Strike	for	your	lives	and	liberties.	Now	is	the	day	and	the	hour.	...	Let	your	motto	be
resistance!’	—Henry	Highland	Garnet,	1843	In	1831,	Nat	Turner,	along	with	about	70	enslaved	and	free	black	people,	led	a	revolt	in	Southampton	County,	Va.,	that	shook	the	nation.	Turner,	a	preacher	who	had	frequent,	powerful	visions,	planned	his	uprising	for	months,	putting	it	into	effect	following	a	solar	eclipse,	which	he	interpreted	as	a	sign	from	God.	He	and	his	recruits	freed
enslaved	people	and	killed	white	men,	women	and	children,	sparing	only	a	number	of	poor	white	people.	They	killed	nearly	60	people	over	two	days,	before	being	overtaken	by	the	state	militia.	Turner	went	into	hiding,	but	he	was	found	and	hanged	a	few	months	later.	It	was	one	of	the	deadliest	revolts	during	slavery,	a	powerful	act	of	resistance	that	left	enslavers	scared	—	both	for	their
lives	and	for	the	loss	of	their	“property.”	The	Virginia	resident	Eleanor	Weaver	reflected	on	the	events,	stating	in	a	letter	to	family	members:	“We	hope	our	government	will	take	some	steps	to	put	down	Negro	preaching.	It	is	those	large	assemblies	of	Negroes	causes	the	mischief.”	More	stringent	laws	went	into	effect	that	controlled	the	lives	of	black	people,	free	or	enslaved,	limiting
their	ability	to	read,	write	or	move	about.	In	1846,	Col.	Henry	W.	Adams,	of	the	168th	Regiment,	Virginia	Militia,	started	a	slave	patrol	in	Pittsylvania	County,	Va.,	that	would	“visit	all	Negro	quarters	and	other	places	suspected	of	entertaining	unlawful	assemblies	of	slaves	...	as	aforesaid,	unlawfully	assembled,	orany	others	strolling	from	one	plantation	to	another,	without	a	pass	from	his
or	her	master	or	mistress	or	overseer,	and	take	them	before	the	next	justice	of	the	peace,	who	if	he	shall	see	cause,	is	hereby	required	to	order	every	such	slave	...	aforesaid	to	receive	any	number	of	lashes,	not	exceeding	20	on	his	or	her	back.”	Slave	patrols	throughout	the	nation	were	created	by	white	people	who	were	fearful	of	rebellion	and	were	seeking	to	protect	their	human
property.	While	overseers	were	employed	on	plantation	sites	as	a	means	of	control,	slave	patrols	—	which	patrolled	plantations,	streets,	woods	and	public	areas	—	were	thought	to	serve	the	larger	community.	While	slave	patrols	tried	to	enforce	laws	that	limited	the	movement	of	the	enslaved	community,	black	people	still	found	ways	around	them.	In	1850,	Congress	passed	a	new
Fugitive	Slave	Act,	which	required	that	all	citizens	aid	in	the	capturing	of	fugitive	enslaved	black	people.	Lack	of	compliance	was	considered	breaking	the	law.	The	previous	act,	from	1793,	enabled	enslavers	to	pursue	runaway	enslaved	persons,	but	it	was	difficult	to	enforce.	The	1850	act	—	which	created	a	legal	obligation	for	Americans,	regardless	of	their	moral	views	on	slavery,	to
support	and	enforce	the	institution	—	divided	the	nation	and	undergirded	the	path	to	the	Civil	War.	Black	people	could	not	testify	on	their	own	behalf,	so	if	a	white	person	incorrectly	challenged	the	status	of	a	free	black	person,	the	person	was	unable	to	act	in	his	or	her	own	defense	and	could	be	enslaved.	In	1857,	Dred	Scott,	who	was	enslaved,	went	to	court	to	claim	his	freedom	after
his	enslaver	transported	him	into	a	free	state	and	territory.	The	Supreme	Court	determined	his	fate	when	Chief	Justice	Roger	B.	Taney	stated	that	no	black	person,	free	or	enslaved,	could	petition	the	court	because	they	were	not	“citizens	within	the	meaning	of	the	Constitution.”	By	statute	and	interpretation	of	the	law,	black	people	in	America	were	dehumanized	and	commodifiedin
order	to	maintain	the	economic	and	political	power	supported	by	slavery.	Erica	Deeman	for	The	New	York	Times.	Object	from	the	Smithsonian's	National	Museum	of	African	American	History	and	Culture.	It	is	unclear	whether	Jacob	Johns	was	enslaved,	recently	freed	or	a	free	man	when	he	enlisted	in	the	Union	Army	as	a	sergeant	in	the	19th	United	States	Colored	Troops	Infantry,
Company	B.	His	unit	fought	in	11	battles,	and	293	of	its	men	were	killed	or	died	of	disease,	including	Johns.	When	the	war	began	in	1861,	enslaved	African-Americans	seized	their	opportunity	for	freedom	by	crossing	the	Union	Army	lines	in	droves.	The	Confederate	states	tried	to	reclaim	their	human	“property”	but	were	denied	by	the	Union,	which	cleverly	declared	the	formerly
enslaved	community	as	contraband	of	war	—	captured	enemy	property.	President	Abraham	Lincoln	initially	would	not	let	black	men	join	the	military,	anxious	about	how	the	public	would	receive	integrated	efforts.	But	as	casualties	increased	and	manpower	thinned,	Congress	passed	the	Second	Confiscation	and	Militia	Act	in	1862,	allowing	Lincoln	to	“employ	as	many	persons	of	African
descent”	as	he	needed,	and	thousands	enlisted	in	the	United	States	Colored	Troops.	Jacobs	was	one	of	nearly	180,000	black	soldiers	who	served	in	the	U.S.C.T.	during	the	Civil	War,	a	group	that	made	up	nearly	one-tenth	of	all	soldiers,	fighting	for	the	cause	of	freedom.	From	the	Smithsonian's	Museum	of	African	American	History	and	Culture	A	free	black	man	living	in	Loudoun	County,
Va.,	Joseph	Trammell	created	this	small	metal	tin	to	protect	his	certificate	of	freedom	—	proof	that	he	was	not	enslaved.	During	slavery,	freedom	was	tenuous	for	free	black	people:	It	could	be	challenged	at	any	moment	by	any	white	person,	and	without	proof	of	their	status	they	could	be	placed	into	the	slave	trade.	Trammell,	under	Virginia	law,	had	to	register	his	freedom	every	few
years	with	the	county	court.	But	even	for	free	black	people,	laws	were	still	in	place	that	limited	their	liberty	—	in	many	areas	in	the	North	and	the	South,	they	could	not	own	firearms,	testify	in	court	or	read	and	write	—	and	in	the	free	state	of	Ohio,	at	least	two	race	riots	occurred	before	1865.	Slaveholding	families	kept	meticulous	records	of	their	business	transactions:	buying,	selling
and	trading	people.	A	record	of	the	Rouzee	family’s	taxable	property	includes	five	horses,	497	acres	of	land	and	28	enslaved	people.	Records	show	the	family	enterprise	including	the	purchase	and	sale	of	African-Americans,	investment	in	provisions	to	maintain	the	enslaved	community	and	efforts	to	capture	an	enslaved	man	who	ran	toward	freedom.	From	one	century	to	the	next,	the
family	profited	from	enslaved	people,	their	wealth	passing	from	generation	to	generation.	As	enslaved	families	were	torn	apart,	white	people	—	from	the	elite	planter	class	to	individuals	invested	in	one	enslaved	person	—	were	building	capital,	a	legacy	that	continues	today.	‘I	shall	never	forget	that	memorable	night,	when	in	a	distant	city	I	waited	and	watched	at	a	public	meeting,	with
3,000	others	not	less	anxious	than	myself,	for	the	word	of	deliverance	which	we	have	heard	read	today.	Nor	shall	I	ever	forget	the	outburst	of	joy	and	thanksgiving	that	rent	the	air	when	the	lightning	brought	to	us	the	Emancipation	Proclamation.’	—	Frederick	Douglass	From	the	Smithsonian's	Museum	of	African	American	History	and	Culture	On	Sept.	22,	1862,	Abraham	Lincoln	issued
the	preliminary	Emancipation	Proclamation,	stating	that	if	the	Confederacy	did	not	end	its	rebellion	by	Jan.	1,	1863,	“all	persons	held	as	slaves”	in	the	states	that	had	seceded	would	be	free.	The	Confederacy	did	not	comply,	and	the	proclamation	went	into	effect.	But	the	Emancipation	Proclamation	freed	only	those	enslaved	in	the	rebelling	states,	approximately	3.5	million	people.	It	did
not	apply	to	half	a	million	enslaved	people	in	slaveholding	states	that	weren’t	part	of	the	Confederacy	—	Kentucky,	Maryland,	Missouri,	Delaware	and	what	would	become	West	Virginia	—	or	to	those	people	in	parts	of	the	Confederacy	that	were	already	under	Northern	control.	They	remained	enslaved	until	Gen.	Robert	E.	Lee	surrendered	at	Appomattox	in	April	1865.	The	freedom
promised	by	the	proclamation	—	and	the	official	legal	end	of	slavery	—	did	not	occur	until	the	ratification	of	the	13th	Amendment	on	Dec.	6,	1865.	Only	then	was	the	tyranny	of	slavery	truly	over.	Nevertheless,	the	Emancipation	Proclamation	was	deeply	meaningful	to	the	community	of	formerly	enslaved	African-Americans	and	their	allies.	Annual	emancipation	celebrations	were
established,	including	Juneteenth;	across	the	country,	African-American	gathering	spots	were	named	Emancipation	Park;	and	the	words	of	the	proclamation	were	read	aloud	as	a	reminder	that	African-Americans,	enslaved	and	free,	collectively	fought	for	freedom	for	all	and	changed	an	entire	nation.	‘The	story	of	the	African-American	is	not	only	the	quintessential	American	story	but	it’s
really	the	story	that	continues	to	shape	who	we	are	today.’	—	Lonnie	G.	Bunch	III,	secretary	of	the	Smithsonian	Institution	Mary	Elliott	is	curator	of	American	slavery	at	the	Smithsonian’s	National	Museum	of	African	American	History	and	Culture,	where	she	co-curated	the	‘‘Slavery	and	Freedom’’	exhibition.	Jazmine	Hughes	is	a	writer	and	editor	at	The	New	York	Times	Magazine.	The
1619	Project	is	an	ongoing	initiative	from	The	New	York	Times	Magazine	that	began	in	August	2019,	the	400th	anniversary	of	the	beginning	of	American	slavery.	It	aims	to	reframe	the	country’s	history	by	placing	the	consequences	of	slavery	and	the	contributions	of	black	Americans	at	the	very	center	of	our	national	narrative.	Read	more:	1619	and	American	History	|	The	1619	Project
Book	Correction:	Aug.	26,	2019	An	earlier	version	of	this	article	misstated	Thomas	Jefferson’s	position	in	1791.	He	was	secretary	of	state,	not	president.	Correction:	Sept.	5,	2019	An	earlier	version	of	a	picture	credit	omitted	information	about	the	ballast	block	pictured.	It	is	on	loan	from	Iziko	Museums	of	South	Africa.




