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What	can	you	do	with	a	masters	in	english

English	majors	often	find	themselves	questioning	the	practicality	of	their	degree	choice.	However,	this	major	offers	more	than	just	writing	and	literature	skills	–	it	also	develops	adaptability,	intellectual	curiosity,	and	a	willingness	to	learn.	A	bachelor's	in	English	can	lead	to	various	career	paths	beyond	teaching	or	writing,	including	roles	in	law,
medicine,	technology,	and	media.	Upon	graduating,	English	majors	are	equipped	with	the	ability	to	think	critically	and	communicate	effectively.	Upon	pursuing	an	English	degree,	students	typically	divide	their	focus	between	literature	(fiction,	poetry,	drama,	and	nonfiction)	and	writing	and	composition	(essays,	research	papers,	and	creative	writing
assignments).	Depending	on	the	program,	students	may	have	the	option	to	choose	electives	or	a	concentration	in	a	particular	area	of	interest.	Some	common	specializations	for	English	majors	include	African	American	literature,	British	literature,	journalism,	film	and	media	studies,	and	individual	genres	like	poetry	and	drama.	English	majors	usually
complete	a	written	thesis	or	dissertation	under	the	guidance	of	a	professor	or	tutor.	Their	degree	can	open	doors	to	various	careers,	such	as:	Editors	are	responsible	for	reviewing	and	revising	written	content	for	publication	in	books,	newspapers,	periodicals,	or	websites.	They	require	meticulous	proofreading	skills	and	an	ability	to	distinguish	good
copy	from	bad.	Grant	writers	draft	grant	proposals	and	gather	supporting	information	for	nonprofit	or	government	organizations.	Their	task	involves	writing	the	original	proposal	and	ensuring	that	funds	are	used	for	their	intended	purpose	once	received.	High	school	English	teachers	teach	English	classes	at	public	and	private	institutions,	requiring	a
bachelor's	degree	in	education,	English,	or	a	related	field,	along	with	master's	degrees	or	teaching	certifications	in	some	states.	•	Journalists	report	news	for	various	media	platforms,	requiring	strong	written	and	verbal	skills.	•	Public	relations	specialists	create	a	positive	public	image	for	clients	through	press	releases	and	media	campaigns.
•	Librarians	help	patrons	locate	information,	maintain	collections,	and	promote	library	resources.	•	Writers	craft	content	for	various	media	formats,	often	working	on	staff	or	as	freelancers.	•	English	majors	can	specialize	in	areas	like	comparative	literature,	creative	writing,	cultural	studies,	and	English	literature.	English	degrees	encompass	a	broad
range	of	subjects	including	the	English	language,	literature,	composition,	and	creative	writing.	The	field	of	study	differs	from	literature,	which	focuses	on	the	interpretation	and	appreciation	of	literary	works	from	diverse	countries,	historical	eras,	and	genres.	Students	in	an	English	program	examine	classic	texts	through	various	critical	approaches,
analyzing	themes,	narrative	techniques,	and	relationships	between	literature	and	culture.	Professional	organizations	for	English	include	the	College	English	Association,	the	Modern	Language	Association,	and	the	National	Council	of	Teachers	of	English.	The	MLA	is	a	prominent	association	with	over	20,000	members	worldwide,	hosting	annual
conferences	and	publishing	resources	for	professionals.	Typically,	an	English	degree	leads	to	a	bachelor	of	arts	degree,	emphasizing	close	reading,	critical	thinking,	interpretation,	and	communication	skills.	Creative	writing	programs,	on	the	other	hand,	focus	on	the	craft	of	writing,	fostering	personal	expression	and	artistic	experimentation.	Some
universities	offer	English	as	a	bachelor	of	science	program,	incorporating	subjects	like	pedagogy,	cognitive	science,	and	literacy	into	their	curricula.	A	master's	degree	in	English	can	develop	literary	analysis	abilities,	sharpening	writing,	research,	and	critical	thinking	skills.	A	master’s	degree	in	English	is	a	postgraduate	academic	program	that	delves
into	the	advanced	study	of	British	and	American	literature,	as	well	as	its	cultural	contexts.	Through	coursework,	research,	and	a	written	thesis	or	comprehensive	exam,	students	develop	superior	critical	thinking	and	research	skills	to	analyze	literary	works.	The	curriculum	covers	various	aspects	of	English	studies,	including	cultural	studies,	literary
theory,	composition,	rhetoric,	and	historical	eras	in	British	and	American	literature.	Here	are	some	career	options	for	those	with	an	English	degree:	Many	former	British	colonies	in	the	Caribbean,	sub-Saharan	Africa	and	South	Asia	adopted	traditional	English	forms	and	used	them	to	vital	new	purposes.	Students	study	various	aspects	of	literature	in
genre	studies,	including	poetry,	drama,	novels,	short	stories	and	essays.	With	a	master's	degree	in	English,	you	can	pursue	careers	such	as	teaching	high	school	English	($62,360/year),	technical	writing	($79,960/year),	copywriting	(no	degree	required	but	often	preferred),	public	relations	management	($129,430/year),	college	deanship	(master's
degree;	Ph.D.	typically	needed	for	provosts	and	deans),	or	becoming	a	lecturer/professor	at	colleges/universities	($62,360/year).	Obtaining	an	advanced	education	in	English	can	be	advantageous	for	individuals	who	wish	to	hone	their	writing	and	research	abilities	under	the	guidance	of	accomplished	professors	in	their	respective	fields.	Pursuing	a
master's	degree	in	English	not	only	highlights	one's	expertise	and	communication	skills	but	also	serves	as	a	prerequisite	for	most	doctoral	programs.	While	duration	varies	by	institution,	most	full-time	English	master's	programs	typically	last	around	two	years,	though	part-time	study	can	extend	this	timeframe	to	three	years	or	more.	Following
completion	of	an	undergraduate	degree	in	English,	students	may	encounter	the	decision	to	continue	their	education	and	pursue	a	graduate	degree	in	the	field.	If	they	choose	to	pursue	a	master's	in	English,	students	have	the	opportunity	to	specialize	in	various	areas,	which	significantly	impact	job	prospects	due	to	the	specific	English	classes	taken	and
expertise	gained.	This	specialization	doesn't	limit	them	solely	to	those	areas;	numerous	opportunities	exist	outside	of	it	as	well.	Those	with	a	master's	degree	in	English	can	find	employment	as	teachers	in	community	colleges	or	high	schools,	writers,	technical	writers,	or	editors,	among	other	roles.	They	can	also	explore	positions	within	fields	like
journalism,	research,	and	communications.	Career	prospects	for	those	holding	a	master's	degree	in	English	include	but	are	not	limited	to:	The	following	top-ranked	institutions	offer	various	online	graduate	programs.	When	determining	where	to	apply,	consider	one	of	these	online	Master's	or	PhD	options	offered	in	the	mentioned	fields.	The	median
salaries	for	positions	that	typically	require	writing	skills	and	are	considered	traditional	jobs	for	English	majors	vary	significantly	based	on	job	specifics,	but	here	are	some	examples:	Journalism	roles,	such	as	managing	editors,	reporters,	and	senior	columnists,	often	come	with	competitive	compensation	packages.	In	industries	outside	of	journalism,
English	graduates	may	find	editing	positions	in	publishing	firms	or	communications	departments,	among	other	places.	The	average	salary	ranges	from	$49,000	to	$67,120	per	year	for	writers	and	editors	according	to	the	Bureau	of	Labor	Statistics	as	of	2020.	In	business	communication	and	technical	writing	fields,	which	are	heavily	emphasized	in
graduate-level	English	courses,	students	can	prepare	themselves	for	creating	various	business	documents	such	as	proposals,	white	papers,	memos,	contracts,	instructions,	etc.	The	median	salary	for	these	positions	is	around	$74,650	per	year	according	to	the	Bureau	of	Labor	Statistics	data	from	2020.	Graduates	with	an	English	degree	are	often
qualified	for	senior-level	technical	writing	positions,	where	they	develop	detailed	instructions	for	electronics	or	business	processes	and	collaborate	on	website	development.	Technical	writers	typically	handle	various	projects,	such	as	creating	product	descriptions	and	designing	documents	like	newsletters	and	brochures.	Many	graduates	pursue
advanced	degrees	to	secure	executive-level	and	management	positions	in	writing	departments	across	industries	and	organizations.	These	roles	often	require	a	master's	degree,	with	positions	like	director	of	communications,	managing	editor,	and	publisher	being	common	examples.	According	to	2020	data,	technical	writers	earned	an	average	annual
wage	of	$74,650.	English	graduates	also	qualify	for	careers	outside	of	traditional	writing	fields,	such	as	human	resources,	market	research,	sales,	public	relations,	customer	service,	film,	and	television	production.	Many	colleges	and	universities	hire	English	majors	without	teaching	certifications	or	education	degrees	to	teach	at	the	community	college
level	or	provide	tutoring	services.	With	a	Master's	in	English,	graduates	can	explore	various	career	paths,	including	writing,	editing,	teaching,	and	related	fields.	Some	examples	of	jobs	available	with	an	English	degree	include	market	research,	public	relations,	advertising	management,	instructional	coordination,	elementary	school	principalship,	and
technical	writing.	A	master’s	degree	in	English	can	give	you	a	competitive	edge	in	certain	fields,	especially	when	it	comes	to	teaching	higher-level	English	or	working	as	an	editor	or	writer.	This	degree	also	helps	refine	your	skills	in	critical	thinking,	reading	analyses,	complex	editing,	and	written	communication.	For	those	interested	in	pursuing	their
undergraduate	studies	in	English,	Literature,	and	Creative	Writing,	various	careers	are	available,	including	roles	such	as	archivist,	content	editor,	copywriter,	journalist,	librarian,	marketing	executive,	proofreader,	public	relations	officer,	publishing	editor,	and	teacher.	Those	who	develop	critical	assessment,	written	communication,	independent
thinking,	motivation,	problem-solving	skills,	self-awareness,	and	study	skills	can	excel	in	their	chosen	careers.	At	Sussex,	students	can	gain	work	experience	through	placements	or	internships	with	various	organizations,	including	digital	agencies,	local	newspapers,	marketing	agencies,	media	outlets,	publishing	companies,	and	more.	A	Master's
degree	in	English	can	also	lead	to	research	opportunities,	and	with	a	Ph.D.,	individuals	may	pursue	academic	careers,	such	as	researcher,	lecturer,	or	professor.	Academic	staff	member	at	university.	For	those	interested	in	learning	more	about	potential	career	paths	following	completion	of	a	degree	in	English,	Literature	and	Creative	Writing,	it	is
recommended	to	visit	the	Prospects	website.	Additionally,	current	students	at	Sussex	University	can	find	further	guidance	on	career	development	through	our	dedicated	careers	section.


