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Naval	academy	commandant

The	National	Defence	Academy's	top	official	is	the	Commandant,	who	oversees	and	manages	all	activities	at	the	academy.	This	position	rotates	among	three-star	rank	officers	from	the	Indian	Army,	Navy,	and	Air	Force.	The	Deputy	Commandant	assists	the	Commandant	and	holds	a	two-star	rank,	while	other	key	personnel	include	Brigadier
Administration,	Principal	Director	(Training),	Civilian	Principal,	and	Adjutant.	The	National	Defence	Academy	was	established	in	Pune	on	December	7,	1954,	succeeding	the	Joint	Services	Wing	at	the	Indian	Military	Academy.	Since	its	inception,	the	academy	has	had	several	Commandants,	including	Major	General	Thakur	Mahadeo	Singh,	who	was	the
first	head	of	JSW	at	IMA,	and	Rear	Admiral	Benjamin	Abraham	Samson,	the	first	non-army	and	naval	officer	to	hold	this	position.	The	list	of	Commandants	includes	officers	from	all	three	services:	Indian	Army,	Navy,	and	Air	Force,	with	some	notable	individuals	serving	in	this	role,	such	as	Air	Marshal	M	J	Dotiwalla,	who	was	the	first	three-star	air
force	officer	to	be	the	commandant.	The	Commandants	of	the	Indian	Military	Academy	have	been	a	mix	of	three-star	officers	from	the	Indian	Army,	Navy,	and	Air	Force.	Here's	a	list	of	those	who	have	held	the	position	since	1985:	1.	Lieutenant	General	K.L.K.	Singh	(Indian	Army)	-	August	16,	1985	to	November	2,	1986	2.	Lieutenant	General	K.L.K.
Singh	(Indian	Army)	-	December	12,	1986	to	June	28,	1988	3.	Air	Marshal	D.S.	Sabhikhi	(Indian	Air	Force)	-	June	29,	1988	to	August	31,	1991	4.	Vice	Admiral	Inderjit	Bedi	(Indian	Navy)	-	September	1,	1991	to	October	11,	1993	5.	Lieutenant	General	S.K.	Jetley	(Indian	Army)	-	October	12,	1993	to	March	24,	1995	6.	Air	Marshal	A.S.	Sethi	(Indian	Air
Force)	-	March	25,	1995	to	January	31,	1996	7.	Air	Marshal	J.S.	Rai	(Indian	Air	Force)	-	February	1,	1996	to	June	9,	1997	8.	Vice	Admiral	Arun	Prakash	(Indian	Navy)	-	July	31,	1997	to	March	19,	1999	9.	Lieutenant	General	S.B.S.	Kochar	(Indian	Army)	-	April	12,	1999	to	March	31,	2001	10.	Air	Marshal	A.K.	Trikha	(Indian	Air	Force)	-	April	1,	2001	to
December	31,	2002	11.	Vice	Admiral	S.C.S.	Bangara	(Indian	Navy)	-	January	1,	2003	to	July	24,	2004	12.	Lieutenant	General	A.K.	Chopra	(Indian	Army)	-	August	4,	2004	to	November	30,	2006	13.	Air	Marshal	T.S.	Randhawa	(Indian	Air	Force)	-	December	1,	2006	to	December	31,	2008	14.	Vice	Admiral	R.K.	Dhowan	(Indian	Navy)	-	January	1,	2009	to
November	29,	2009	15.	Vice	Admiral	Satish	Soni	(Indian	Navy)	-	November	29,	2009	to	January	1,	2011	16.	Lieutenant	General	Jatinder	Singh	(Indian	Army)	-	January	1,	2011	to	July	5,	2012	(removed	from	position)	17.	Lieutenant	General	Ashok	Singh	(Indian	Army)	-	August	7,	2012	to	December	31,	2012	18.	Air	Marshal	K.S.	Gill	(Indian	Air	Force)	-
January	1,	2013	to	July	31,	2014	19.	Air	Marshal	R.K.S.	Bhadauria	(Indian	Air	Force)	-	August	1,	2014	to	January	31,	2015	20.	Vice	Admiral	G.	Ashok	Kumar	(Indian	Navy)	-	April	1,	2015	to	June	2,	2016	21.	Air	Marshal	Jasjit	Singh	Kler	(Indian	Air	Force)	-	June	20,	2016	to	March	31,	2018	22.	Air	Marshal	Vipin	Indira	Panabhan	Nayar	(Indian	Air	Force)
-	April	7,	2018	to	December	14,	2019	23.	Lieutenant	General	Asit	Mistry	(Indian	Army)	-	February	1,	2020	to	October	31,	2021	24.	Air	Marshal	Sanjeev	Kapoor	(Indian	Air	Force)	-	November	1,	2021	to	March	31,	2022	25.	Vice	Admiral	Ajay	Kochhar	(Indian	Navy)	-	April	1,	2022	to	present	26.	Vice	Admiral	Gurcharan	Singh	(Indian	Navy)	-	May	25,
2024	to	present	Master	Chief	Holley,	a	native	of	Texas,	joined	the	Navy	after	high	school	graduation	in	1997.	He	completed	training	at	various	nuclear	power	schools	and	reported	to	several	ships,	including	USS	DWIGHT	D.	EISENHOWER	(CVN	69).	Holley	served	as	a	Recruiter	and	later	became	a	Plank	Owner	on	PCU	GEORGE	H.	W.	BUSH.	He
attended	the	US	Naval	Academy	as	the	8th	Company	Senior	Enlisted	Leader.	Master	Chief	Holley	was	selected	to	serve	as	Reactor	Department	Master	Chief	onboard	USS	DWIGHT	D.	EISENHOWER	from	January	2019	to	April	2022,	leading	a	department	of	450	Sailors	through	multiple	CNO	availabilities	and	deployments	to	the	Fifth	Fleet.	The
United	States	Naval	Academy	(USNA)	has	a	unique	structure	that	is	distinct	from	traditional	colleges	and	universities.	The	Superintendent,	currently	Vice	Admiral	Sean	Buck,	serves	as	the	president	of	the	academy.	The	Commandant	of	Midshipmen's	Office,	Brigadier	General	Jeannie	Leavitt,	oversees	student	affairs,	discipline,	professional
development,	and	welfare.	This	office	is	responsible	for	training,	performance,	character	development,	and	overall	well-being	of	midshipmen.	The	Deputy	Commandant,	a	civilian	faculty	member,	advises	on	academic	matters,	while	six	battalion	officers	supervise	company	officers	and	enlisted	personnel	in	administering	the	battalions.	The	Division	of
Professional	Development	supports	midshipmen's	professional	growth	through	programs	like	Leadership	Programs,	Character	Development	&	Training,	and	the	Midshipman	Development	Center.	Academically,	Dr.	Andrew	T.	Phillips,	the	Academic	Dean	and	Provost,	handles	curriculum	and	academic	affairs.	Resources	include	academic	advising,
student	clubs,	intramural	sports,	professional	development	programs,	and	health	services.	The	USNA's	structure	is	military-oriented,	with	a	hierarchical	atmosphere	that	supports	midshipmen's	welfare	and	development	but	also	maintains	a	sense	of	discipline.	Despite	this,	the	communal	spirit	and	camaraderie	among	midshipmen	are	essential	to	life
at	USNA.	You	must	follow	the	terms	of	this	license.	This	means	you	have	to	give	credit	where	it's	due,	link	back	to	the	original	source,	and	say	if	you've	changed	anything.	You	can	do	it	in	a	way	that	makes	sense,	but	don't	try	to	make	it	look	like	we're	endorsing	your	actions.	If	you	build	something	new	from	the	material,	you	have	to	share	it	under	the
same	license	as	before.	Don't	add	any	extra	rules	or	restrictions	that	would	stop	others	from	doing	what's	allowed	here.	You	don't	have	to	follow	this	license	for	parts	of	the	content	that	are	already	in	the	public	domain	or	exempt	by	law.	And	remember,	we	can't	promise	anything	about	how	well	this	license	will	work	for	your	specific	use	case.	There
might	be	other	rights	like	publicity,	privacy,	or	moral	rights	that	affect	what	you	can	do	with	the	material.	The	commandant	of	midshipmen	is	a	key	figure	at	the	United	States	Naval	Academy,	serving	as	second-in-command	and	overseeing	the	development	and	daily	activities	of	over	4,400	midshipmen.	This	role	is	comparable	to	that	of	a	dean	of
students	in	civilian	universities,	with	the	commandant	reporting	directly	to	the	superintendent.	Typically	holding	the	rank	of	captain	or	higher,	some	past	commandants	have	been	from	the	United	States	Marine	Corps.	Historically,	notable	individuals	who	held	the	position	include	Lieutenant	James	Harman	Ward	and	Commander	Thomas	Tingey
Craven,	both	of	whom	served	multiple	terms	throughout	the	19th	century.	Captain	Walter	H.	Allman	III	is	currently	serving	as	commandant,	with	a	background	in	the	Navy.	List	of	Commandants	of	Midshipmen	at	the	U.S.	Naval	Academy:	-	Max	K.	Morris:	1971-1973	-	Donald	K.	Forbes:	1973-1976	-	James	A.	Winnefeld:	1976-1978	-	Jack	N.	Darby:
1978-1979	-	William	F.	McCauley:	1979-1981	-	Leon	A.	Edney:	1981-1984	-	Leslie	N.	Palmer:	1984	-	Stephen	K.	Chadwick:	1985-1987	-	Howard	W.	Habermeyer	Jr.:	1987-1990	-	Joseph	W.	Prueher:	1989-1990	-	Michael	D.	Haskins:	1990-1992	-	John	Bramwell	Padgett,	III:	1992-1994	-	William	T.	R.	Bogle:	1994-1997	-	Gary	Roughead:	1997-December
1999	-	Samuel	J.	Locklear:	1999-December	2001	-	Colonel	John	R.	Allen:	January	2002-September	2003	(first	Marine	Corps	officer	to	serve	as	commandant)	-	Charles	J.	Leidig,	Jr.:	September	2003-June	2005	-	Bruce	E.	Grooms:	June	2005-December	2006	-	Margaret	D.	Klein:	December	2006-June	2008	(first	woman	to	serve	as	commandant)	-	Matthew
L.	Klunder:	June	2008-April	2010	-	Robert	E.	Clark	II:	April	2010-May	2013	-	William	D.	Byrne	Jr.:	May	2013-June	2015	-	Stephen	E.	Liszewski:	June	2015-June	2017	-	Robert	B.	Chadwick:	June	2017-June	2019	-	Thomas	R.	Buchanan:	June	2019-2021	-	James	“J.P.”	McDonough	III:	2021-June	2024	-	Walter	H.	Allman	III:	June	2024-present	The	United
States	Naval	Academy	has	taken	the	lead	as	the	first	military	service	academy	to	join	forces	in	a	collaborative	effort	aimed	at	supporting	military	and	veteran	suicide	prevention.	Recently,	the	institution's	Alumni	Association	and	Foundation	announced	a	substantial	$15	million	pledge	from	Michael	Wilson	Taylor,	a	graduate	from	the	class	of	1986.	This
significant	donation	is	set	to	provide	crucial	resources	for	advancing	various	initiatives.	In	other	news,	the	Naval	Academy	hosted	its	annual	USMC	Community	Dinner,	honoring	262	midshipmen	who	will	be	joining	the	Marine	Corps	after	their	commissioning.	The	event	celebrated	the	future	marine	officers	as	they	embark	on	their	careers	across
different	paths	within	the	USMC.	The	academy	also	organized	its	annual	Leadership	Conference,	featuring	a	series	of	engaging	events	tailored	to	inspire	and	educate	upcoming	leaders	from	both	military	and	civilian	backgrounds.	The	conference	kicked	off	with	the	Forrestal	Lecture,	delivered	by	Adm.	Stuart	Munsch,	focusing	on	the	theme	"Leading
from	Within:	Embracing	Authenticity	in	Leadership."	Additionally,	the	Naval	Academy	conducted	its	Spiritual	Readiness	Week,	an	initiative	designed	to	fortify	the	spiritual	foundations	of	midshipmen	and	cultivate	a	culture	of	resilience,	ethical	decision-making,	and	honor.	Lastly,	the	Brigade	of	Midshipmen	has	announced	the	schedule	for	formal	dress
parades	on	Worden	Field	for	the	spring	semester,	with	parades	set	to	take	place	on	Fridays,	April	4,	April	11,	and	subsequent	dates	at	4	p.m.


