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1998	Yamaha	YZF-R1	0-60	mph	3.0	Quarter	mile	10.2	Compare	2000	Yamaha	YZF-R1	0-60	mph	3.0	Quarter	mile	10.3	Compare	2002	Yamaha	YZF-R1	0-60	mph	3.0	Quarter	mile	10.1	Compare	2004	Yamaha	YZF-R1S	0-60	mph	3.0	Quarter	mile	9.9	Compare	2004	Yamaha	YZF-R1	Quarter	mile	9.9	Compare	2005	Yamaha	YZF-R1	Quarter	mile	9.9
Compare	2006	Yamaha	YZF-R1	Quarter	mile	9.8	Compare	2006	Yamaha	YZF-R1	LE	Quarter	mile	9.7	Compare	2007	Yamaha	YZF-R1	Quarter	mile	9.9	Compare	2008	Yamaha	YZF-R1	0-60	mph	2.9	Quarter	mile	9.8	Compare	2009	Yamaha	YZF-R1	Quarter	mile	9.8	Compare	2010	Yamaha	YZF-R1	0-60	mph	2.9	Quarter	mile	9.8	Compare	2012	Yamaha
YZF-R1	0-60	mph	3.0	Quarter	mile	10.2	Compare	2015	Yamaha	YZF-R1	0-60	mph	2.6	Quarter	mile	9.8	Compare	2016	Yamaha	YZF-R1M	0-60	mph	2.9	Quarter	mile	9.9	Compare	2016	Yamaha	YZF-R1S	0-60	mph	2.7	Quarter	mile	9.9	Compare	2017	Yamaha	YZF-R1	0-60	mph	2.9	Quarter	mile	10.1	Compare	2019	Yamaha	YZF-R1M	0-60	mph	2.6	Quarter
mile	9.8	Compare	2025	Yamaha	YZF-R1	0-60	To	Be	Released	It	is	amazing	to	think	Yamaha’s	YZF-R6	has	been	with	us	since	1999	and	twenty-plus	years.While	this	little	banzai	Yamaha	has	seen	many	changes	throughout	the	course	of	its	life,	it	has	remained	as	deathly	focused	as	ever	and	racking	up	8	World	Supersport	Championships	since	1999.The
latest	Championship	is	coming	about	via	Andrea	Locatelli	as	of	this	week	and	time	of	writing.The	Yamaha	YZF-R6	is	also	the	most	popular	club	racer	too	in	domestic	championships	all	over	the	world,	and	has	been	for	years	racking	up	countless	championships	at	all	levels.The	first	generation	YZF-R6	was	the	first	production	normally	aspirated	engine
to	hit	the	magic	200	hp	per	litre	mark,	a	number	only	a	Formula	One	car	could	match	and	beat.The	import	Japan	only	250	cc	pocket	rockets	such	as	the	CBR2500RR	were	close,	making	a	wild	45	horsepower	from	only	249	cc	but	they	made	around	180	hp	per	litre.	As	motorcyclists,	we	are	used	to	high	revving	high	output	engines	but	the	original
Yamaha	YZF-R6	took	it	to	the	extreme	and	was	able	to	rev	to	an	astonishing	15,500	rpm	plus.The	needle	on	the	tacho	will	actually	show	north	of	16,500	rpm	but	it’s	optimistic	just	like	the	speedometer.	The	Yamaha	YZF-R6’s	ability	to	rev	so	high	was	possible	via	an	impressively	designed	and	compact	extremely	over-square	short-stroke	motor.It	has	a
very	aggressive	bore	and	stroke	of	65.5	mm	×	44.5	mm.	Most	other	bikes	in	the	class	at	the	time	topped	out	at	around	13,500	rpm	which	by	any	standard	is	still	very	impressive.	As	a	result	of	the	R6’s	ability	to	rev	so	astronomically	high,	as	a	result,	it	produced	more	peak	horsepower	at	around	(5-10	at	the	wheels)	over	its	closest	competitors	such	as
Honda’s	CBR600F4i	and	later	on	the	CBR600RR.		Roll	on	to	today,	and	we	have	the	fourth	generation	of	the	YZF-R6.Now	though,	like	most	current	Supersport	and	Superbikes	the	latest	YZF-R6	has	an	array	of	electronic	rider	aids	and	very	up-to-date	modern	styling	that	the	2020	Yamaha	R1	took	much	of	its	inspiration	from.I	would	argue	that	the
Yamaha	YZF-R6	is	the	more	attractive	motorcycle.Amazingly	though…While	the	generation	4	YZF-R6	has	seen	many	tweaks	to	the	engine	over	the	original	1999	model	–	including	an	even	more	over-square	motor	at	67.0	mm	x	42.5	mm,	it	only	makes	a	claimed	3	hp	more	at	the	crank	over	the	original.The	generation	3	YZF-R6’s	actually	are	a	little
more	powerful	than	the	latest	model	which	is	surprisingMuch	of	the	latest	YZF-R6’s	diminishing	power	can	be	attributed	to	the	very	stringent	noise	and	emissions	regulations	that	were	not	so	strict	for	previous	generations.Motorcycle	manufacturers	have	an	incredibly	hard	time	designing	very	high	revving	high	output	engines	that	also	have	to	abide
by	ever	more	stringent	noise	and	emissions	regulations.It’s	hard	enough	adding	more	power	to	an	engine	that	is	already	on	the	borderline	of	its	potential	without	restrictions.The	actual	hardest	part	is	meeting	all	of	these	ever	more	aggressive	regulations	without	actually	losing	power.So	what	can	it	do?Yamaha	YZF-R6	DynoThe	latest	Yamaha	YZF-R6
produces	110	horsepower	at	15,000	rpm	and	43	ft/lb	delivered	at	11,000	rpm.These	are	great	numbers	from	a	600	cc	motorcycle	but	are	a	little	down	on	the	previous	generation.Arguably	the	latest	Yamaha	YZF-R6	has	a	ten	horsepower	advantage	at	wheels	over	the	original,	a	number	that	could	be	higher	if	it	were	not	for	the	stringent	noise	and
emissions	regulations	already	mentioned.From	2006	onward	is	where	the	YZF-R6	got	more	powerful	than	the	previous	generations	but	it	did	come	at	a	cost	to	the	midrange	and	bottom	end.The	original	YZF-R6	was	probably	the	most	gutless	of	the	600s	due	to	its	(at	the	time)	highest	peak	output	and	massive	rev	ceiling	of	15,500	rpm.from	2006	and
right	up	to	the	current	model,	these	versions	are	arguably	even	more	gutless	than	the	original.For	the	latest	YZF-R6,	nothing	really	happens	until		9,500	rpm.Below	5000	rpm	the	engine	is	very	lethargic.	If	you	look	at	the	dyno	curve	between	3000	rpm	and	500	0rpm	the	YZF-R6	produces	less	than	25	ft/lb	of	torque.Many	rival	machines	at	the	same
rpm	would	produce	10-15	ft/lb	more.	Around		5000	rpm	torque	picks	up	a	little	and	you	are	led	to	believe	that	the	midrange	will	be	fat,	but	then	it	goes	flat	and	then	recovers	slightly	and	slowly	builds	up.	In	that	vital	midrange	rpm,		also	many	competitors	are	producing	10-15	ft/lb	more	torque.Once	the	Yamaha	YZF-R6	engine	gets	to	the	north	side	of
9000	rpm,	it	finally	wakes	up	and	starts	delivering	some	drive	with	a	nice	surge	in	torque	and	power.Torque	peaks	at	11,000	with	the	YZF-R6	holding	onto	this	torque	well	where	it	stays	above	40	ft/lb	and	only	drops	off	a	little	over	15,000	rpm.Yamaha	YZF-R6	In-Gear	AccelerationJust	like	the	original	YZF-R6	and	most	Supersport	600s,	to	make	rapid
progress	you	really	must	keep	their	engines	singing	in	their	sweet	spot!For	the	YZF-R6	this	is	a	little	higher	in	the	rpm	than	some	of	its	rivals	at	no	less	than	9,500	rpm!From	this	point	forward	is	exactly	where	the	YZF-R6	really	begins	to	howl	and	gets	a	move	on	quite	nicely	and	with	very	impressive	drive.In	first	gear,	the	YZF-R6	will	power	the
wheelie	as	the	rpm	crest	over	8000	rpm	much	like	its	bigger	brother	the	R1.	It	will	also	power	wheelie	over	crest	in	second	gear	too.If	you	really	enjoy	thrashing	a	motorcycle	everywhere	the	YZF-R6	is	highly	rewarding.Though,	like	most	people,	even	if	you	enjoy	screaming	the	engine,	most	of	the	day-to-day	riding	you	will	be	at	the	speed	limit	with
the	rpm	low	in	a	higher	gear.And	this	is	where	the	Yamaha	YZF-R6	can	become	a	little	frustrating.	That’s	because	there	is	not	enough	torque	below		8000	rpm	for	brisk	overtakes.	When	pootling	about	in	town	we	want	our	rpm	low	so	use	higher	gears	to	keep	the	rpm	low.Riding	on	the	YZF-R6	in	town	might	mean	cruising	at	30	mph	in	third	gear	with
the	rpm	at	around	4000	rpm.	Opening	up	the	throttle	here	provides	anaemic	acceleration.If	you	desire	some	decent	drive,	this	often	means	that	switching	between	first	and	second	gear	in	town	and	dealing	with	higher	rpm	is	the	way	to	go.	Many	rivals	will	handle	thrid	gear	cruising	in	town	much	better	than	the	YZF-R6.The	same	can	be	said	on	faster
roads.	Unless	the	rpm	is	above	9,500	rpm	pick-up	is	not	great	in	any	gear.If	you	are	riding	with	other	600	Supersports,	and	you	want	to	keep	up,	in	most	situations	the	YZF-R6	will	require	one	gear	lower	unless	the	engine	is	above	9,500	rpm.If	you	want	a	more	flexible	and	usable	engine	from	a	600	there	are	better	options	especially	any	generation	of
Kawasaki’s	cheater	bike,	the	ZX-6R	(636)	which	had	a	sneaky	36	cc	advantage.(Compared	here	to	R6)That	extra	36	cc	doesn’t	sound	like	much,	but	it	really	made	for	a	grunty	(by	600	standards)	engine	that	works	really	well	on	the	road.Or	the	GSX-R600s	which	also	have	great	engines	for	the	road	that	provide	respectable	midrange	and	bottom-end
torque.Additionally,	you	could	go	for	the	softer	and	more	comfortable	Honda		CBR650R		which	due	to	its	lower	state	of	tune	and	50	cc	extra	is	a	more	flexible	engine.But	the	Honda	CBR650R	does	sacrifice	the	R6’s	insane	top-end	pull	which	is	very	intoxicating	and	hard	to	ignore.If	you	need	more	torque	lower	down,	I	am	happy	to	report	that	like	most
motorcycles	the	latest	YZ-R6	really	does	benefit	hugely	from	a	3/4	system	that	junks	the	restrictive	catalytic	converter.If	you	compliment	it	with	an	ECU	flash,	you’ll	see	some	very	impressive	gains	right	through	the	rev	range,	as	well	as	a	healthy	increase	at	the	top.	Both	are	must-do	modifications.It	is	not	unheard	of	for	gen	4’s	to	make	120
horsepower	plus	at	the	wheels	after	these	simple	bolt-on	mods.Like	all	high-revving	600s	the	R6	motor	is	hugely	rewarding	and	really	begs	you	to	thrash	it	and	chase	the	redline	to	eke	out	every	bit	of	performance.This	is	something	that	you	can’t	really	do	on	a	modern	litrebike	on	the	road	due	to	the	sheer	reach	in	speed	in	any	gear	that	they	have	are
a	much	greater	threat	to	your	licence.Not	to	mention	their	mind-bending	acceleration	that	will	have	you	doing	big	speeds	with	a	very	little	twist	of	the	throttle.	Speed	at	5000	rpmZX-6R	636YZF-R6	Speed	1st	Gear25.4	mph24.5	mph	Speed	2nd	Gear32.8	mph31.6	mph	Speed	3rd	Gear39	mph38	mph	Speed	4th	Gear45.1	mph43.8	mph	Speed	5th
Gear50.8	mph49.2	mph	Speed	6th	Gear55.6	mph55	mphYamaha	YZF-R6	Acceleration	ReviewThe	R6	has	consistently	and	arguably	been	the	fastest	accelerating	600	in	class	from	day	dot.	Probably	a	ZX-636R	would	have	the	legs	on	it	but	as	its	name	suggests	it	has	a	36	cc	advantage.Modern	600s	can	hang	with	and	beat	even	literbike	L-twins	of	the
late	90s	and	early	thousands	and	beat	some	litre	4s	bikes	from	the	late	90s	too.Even	if	you	own	any	model	of	the	GSX-R750	of	the	last	20	years,	you’d	need	to	have	your	wits	about	you	if	you	challenge	the	YZF-R6	for	a	straight-line	duel.Yamaha	YZF-R6s	are	really	very	impressively	fast,	at	the	top	and	punch	way	above	their	weight.All	R6s	are	very
quick	regardless	of	year,	but	due	to	the	nature	of	their	very	peaky	engines,	to	effectively	launch	you	really	need	a	lot	of	clutch	slip.It	is	extremely	important	to	keep	the	motor	spinning	above	9000	rpm	but	ideally	around	11000	rpm	until	the	clutch	is	fully	engaged.If	you	fail	to	slip	the	clutch	enough	the	engine	will	bog	and	you	will	kill	your	time	launch
times.For	best-timed	results,	despite	power	tailing	off	at	around	14900	rpm,	you	really	have	to	draw	out	each	gear	a	smidgen	before	the	limiter	and	bang	the	next	gear	as	you’ll	lose	time.	Our	R6	on	test	managed	to	accelerate	from	0-60	mph	in	a	partly	3.19	seconds,	a	time	in	the	ballpark	of	any	litrebike.Yamaha	YZF-R6	Acceleration	Through	The
Gears0-100	mph	for	the	Yamaha	YZF-R6	is	achieved	in	only	6.08	seconds!	That	is	faster	than	a	Mclaren	F1,	which	hits	100	mph	in	6.3	seconds.	The	R6	does	not	run	out	of	puff	and	can	consistently	–	if	perfectly	launching	and	shifting	do	the	standing	quarter	mile	in	a	wild	10.89	seconds	with	a	terminal	of	133	mph.The	same	Mclaren	F1	does	it	in	11.1
albeit	at	138	mph.Before	we	get	carried	away,	just	after	the	quarter	mile	the	F1	would	reel	the	little	Yamaha	in	and	pass	it	quite	easily,	though	still,	the	R6	will	be	charging	hard	by	600	standards.The	Yamaha	YZF-R6	will	hit	150	mph	in	only	16.12	seconds	versus	the	Mclaren’s	12.8.Above	150	mph	the	R6	kind	of	runs	out	of	puff	compared	to	bigger
bikes	or	mega-power	Hypercars,	though	it	makes	its	way	to	its	peak	top	speed	of	160.3	mph	which	is	very	respectable.Your	results	may	vary	depending	on	your	size/weight	and	the	weather	conditions,	as	a	headwind	can	really	kill	a	600s	performance.	The	famous	Dragy		60	to	130	mph	time	is	dispatched	in	a	very	respectable	6.86	seconds	and	not	far
behind	the	original	1998	R1	tested	HERE.You	may	wonder	‘why’	the	McLaren	F1	comparison.		I	only	compare	the	R6	to	the	McLaren	to	illustrate	the	amazing	performance	that	can	be	had	from	what	is	a	cheap	600	cc	mass-produced	motorcycle.It’s	an	amazing	fact	that	at	any	speed	under	130	mph	and	you	can	live	with	many	megabuck	Supercars	past
and	present.It	is	hugely	impressive	and	why	we	love	motorcycles.Yamaha	YZF-R6	SpecificationsTags:	Yamaha	YZF-R6	Acceleration	2004	Yamaha	YZF-R6.	Picture	credits	-	Yamaha.	Submit	more	pictures.	Yamaha's	profilation	of	this	bike	Following	the	major	technical	changes	introduced	for	2003,	the	YZF-R6	has	proved	to	be	a	leader	on	the	road	and	a
winner	on	the	racetrack.	For	2004	this	leading	middleweight	supersport	features	a	number	of	minor	technical	changes,	and	is	available	in	a	range	of	new	colours.	General	information	Model	Yamaha	YZF-R6	Model	year	2004	Category	Sport	Rating	3.9		Check	out	the	detailed	rating	of	racing	track	capabilities,	engine	performance,	accident	risk,	etc.
Compare	with	any	other	bike.	Engine	and	transmission	Displacement	600.0	ccm	(36.61	cubic	inches)	Engine	type	In-line	four,	four-stroke	Power	output	123.0	HP	(89.8	kW))	@	13000	RPM	Torque	68.5	Nm	(7.0	kgf-m	or	50.5	ft.lbs)	@	12000	RPM	Compression	12.4:1	Bore	x	stroke	65.5	x	44.5	mm	(2.6	x	1.8	inches)	Valves	per	cylinder	4	Fuel	system
Injection	Fuel	control	Double	Overhead	Cams/Twin	Cam	(DOHC)	Cooling	system	Liquid	Transmission	type	Chain	(final	drive)	Chassis,	suspension,	brakes	and	wheels	Front	suspension	Telescopic	fork	Front	wheel	travel	120	mm	(4.7	inches)	Rear	suspension	Swingarm	(Link	suspension)	Rear	wheel	travel	130	mm	(5.1	inches)	Front	tire	120/60-ZR17
Rear	tire	180/55-ZR17	Front	brakes	Double	disc	Diameter	298	mm	(11.7	inches)	Rear	brakes	Single	disc	Diameter	220	mm	(8.7	inches)	Physical	measures	and	capacities	Dry	weight	162.0	kg	(357.1	pounds)	Power/weight	ratio	0.7593	HP/kg	Seat	height	820	mm	(32.3	inches)	If	adjustable,	lowest	setting.	Overall	height	1090	mm	(42.9	inches)	Overall
length	2025	mm	(79.7	inches)	Overall	width	690	mm	(27.2	inches)	Ground	clearance	135	mm	(5.3	inches)	Wheelbase	1380	mm	(54.3	inches)	Other	specifications	Color	options	Racing	red,	Yamaha	blue,	Mistral	grey	Update	specsReport	missing	specs	or	required	updates.	Further	information	Insurance	costsCompare	US	insurance	quotes	from	the
nation's	top	providers.MaintenanceFind	parts,	fluids.	filters,	maintenance	tools	and	service	manuals	at	Amazon.com.Ask	questionsJoin	the	04	Yamaha	YZF-R6	discussion	group	or	the	general	Yamaha	discussion	group.Related	bikesList	related	bikes	for	comparison	of	specs.	Compare	with	another	motorcycle	Get	a	list	of	related	motorbikes	before	you
buy	this	Yamaha.	Inspect	technical	data.	Look	at	photos.	Read	the	riders'	comments	at	the	bike's	discussion	group.	And	check	out	the	bike's	reliability,	repair	costs,	etc.	Show	any	2004	Yamaha	YZF-R6	for	sale	on	our	Bikez.biz	Motorcycle	Classifieds.	You	can	also	sign	up	for	e-mail	notification	when	such	bikes	are	advertised	in	the	future.	And
advertise	your	old	MC	for	sale.	Our	efficient	ads	are	free.	You	are	also	welcome	to	read	and	submit	motorcycle	reviews.	Pictures,	trademarks	and	logos	of	third	parties	are	the	exclusive	property	of	the	respective	owners.	Technical	specifications	are	subject	to	change	without	notice.	See	all	YAMAHA	R6	reviews	By	MCN	Updated:	21	November	2014
MCN	rating	4	out	of	5	(4/5)	Owners'	rating	3.9	out	of	5	(3.9/5)	Next	up:	Ride	&	brakes	For	a	supersports	machine	that’s	as	easy	to	ride	to	the	shops	as	it	is	round	Donington	Park	the	2005	Yamaha	YZF-R6	comes	close	to	spot-on.	Launched	as	a	rearguard	action	while	the	factory	prepared	their	dinky,	ride-by-wire	’06	hottie,	this	older	version	of	the
Yamaha	YZF-R6	still	comes	with	toys	like	radial	brakes	and	is	seriously	underrated.	Next	up:	Engine	Thanks	to	the	upside-down	forks,	stiffer	chassis	and	radial	brakes	the	Yamaha	YZF-R6's	handling	is	better	than	ever.	The	Yamaha	YZF-R6's	suspension	works	very	well,	with	plenty	of	adjustment	available	to	help	you	dial	in	your	riding	style.	It’s	not	too
cramped,	but	anyone	over	six	foot	tall	is	going	to	struggle	to	stay	comfortable	for	long	on	the	Yamaha	YZF-R6	and	the	low	screen	is	rubbish	at	distance	work.	Next	up:	Reliability	The	’05	Yamaha	YZF-R6	comes	with	better	mid-range	than	previous	models	and	it	spins	up	more	quickly,	too,	thanks	to	bigger	throttle	bodies	and	an	improved	engine	map.
The	Yamaha	YZF-R6's	16v,	DOHC	motor	is	just	as	frenetic	as	ever,	but	around	town	there’s	loads	more	flexibility	than	before.	The	Yamaha	YZF-R6	gearbox	is	as	stiff	as	ever,	though.	Next	up:	Value	Yamaha’s	build	quality	is	very	good,	and	with	a	massive	6000	miles	between	services	you’ll	spend	more	time	(and	less	money)	riding	the	Yamaha	YZF-R6
than	servicing	it.	Next	up:	Equipment	The	2005-2006	Yamaha	YZF-R6	represents	very	good	value	for	money,	especially	as	secondhand	values	are	dropping	off	after	the	importer	slashed	new	prices	to	make	way	for	the	brand	new	for	2006,	ride-by-wire	Yamaha	YZF-R6.	The	older	bike	suffered,	but	it’s	still	a	superb	machine	for	the	money.	The	only
problem	being	when	you	come	to	sell	your	Yamaha	YZF-R6	on	as	it’s	not	particularly	desirable	in	a	market	where	new	technology	rules.	Find	a	Yamaha	R6	for	sale	There’s	an	ignition-based	immobiliser,	programmable	shift	light	and	radial	brakes	and	master	cylinder	as	standard.	A	steering	damper	would	make	a	better	first	buy	for	your	Yamaha	YZF-
R6	than	any	race	pipe.	All	bikes	like	this	for	sale	Engine	size	599cc	Engine	type	16v,	in-line	four	6	gears	Frame	type	Aluminium	twin	spar	Fuel	capacity	17	litres	Seat	height	808mm	Bike	weight	163kg	Front	suspension	Preload,	rebound,	compression	Rear	suspension	Preload,	rebound,	compression	Front	brake	Twin	310mm	discs	Rear	brake	220mm
disc	Front	tyre	size	120/70	x	17	Rear	tyre	size	180/55	x	17	Average	fuel	consumption	42	mpg	Annual	road	tax	£87	Annual	service	cost	£500	New	price	-	Used	price	£3,500	-	£4,200	Insurance	group	15	of	17	How	much	to	insure?	Warranty	term	Two	year	unlimited	mileage	Max	power	108	bhp	Max	torque	50	ft-lb	Top	speed	160	mph	1/4	mile
acceleration	11.5	secs	Tank	range	160	miles	1999:	At	its	launch	the	Yamaha	YZF-R6	revolutionised	the	600	market.	With	a	stacked	gearbox,	ram-air,	monoblock	brakes	and	light	weight	it	ruled	the	streets.2003:	Yamaha	YZF-R6	gains	fuel-injection.2005:	Radial	brakes,	upside-down	forks	and	more	power	is	added	to	Yamaha	YZF-R6.2006:	New	Yamaha
YZF-R6	with	ride-by-wire,	stubby	underslung	exhaust,	more	power	and	a	slipper	clutch,	but	old	model	continues.	Yamaha	YZF-R46:	Limited	edition	Valentino	Rossi	tribute	Yamaha	YZF-R6	with	double-sided	paintscheme,	and	Termignoni	race	can.	4	out	of	5	Yamaha	R6	The	Raven	Year:	2004	Annual	servicing	cost:	£300	Great	bike,	excellent	handling,
nice	power	ranges	with	just	a	little	bit	short	at	the	lower	ones,	excellent	seating	position	for	constant	breaking	and	acceleration.	The	only	thing	that	troubles	me	it	is	few	technical	defects	I	encountered,	such	as	TPS	and	Ignition	Coils	issues.	Ride	quality	&	brakes	5	out	of	5	The	"feel"	of	the	bike	and	handling	are	excellent,	the	breaking	could	be	better
but	still	is	up	for	the	task	even	on	a	track	day.	Engine	5	out	of	5	Great,	revvy	engine	with	a	lot	of	power	at	the	top	range.	Love	it.	But	you	have	to	get	accustomedto	the	yamatick	Reliability	&	build	quality	4	out	of	5	TPS	and	Ignition	Coils	issues,	this	model	had	a	recall	for	those,	so	be	sure	to	check	those.	Value	vs	rivals	5	out	of	5	Equipment	5	out	of	5
Nothing	special,	it	is	a	sport	bike	after	all,	but	the	under	passenger	seat	compartment	is	pretty	roomy.	4	out	of	5	Few	weeks	on	the	bike	and...	Year:	2004	Bought	this	bike	few	weeks	ago	while	looking	for	R1.	The	price	was	attractive	so	thought	"why	not"?.	I	have	had	FZS	1000	2004	model	and	can	compare	it	to	it	I	suppose.	Bad	points	first:	Its	not	as
fast	as	FZS	1000	(even	though	it	supposed	to	be	a	sport	bike	comparing	to	the	sport	touring	FZS),	the	engine	seems	to	be	always	missing	an	extra	gear,	not	great	looking	to	be	honest	but	its	nice	for	a	change,	the	finish	of	the	plastics	is	not	very	good	but	acceptable.	Good	points:	It	still	turns	heads	especially	when	cleaned,	the	engine	is	very	smooth,
the	noise	with	aftermarket	exhaust	is	great,	dashboard	is	very	sexy	in	red	colour,	suspensions	are	very	confy	comparing	to	the	FZS	1000	and	overall	ride	for	a	sport	bike	is	not	that	difficult	as	I	had	expected.	Ride	quality	&	brakes	5	out	of	5	Reliability	&	build	quality	4	out	of	5	Value	vs	rivals	4	out	of	5	4	out	of	5	'05	Raven	6	My	Raven	was	a	beautiful
bike.	Engine	could	have	been	stronger,	but	was	still	on	par	with	the	rest	of	the	600	competition.	No	steering	damper	or	slipper	clutch	equipped	means	more	money	on	aftermarket	stuff.	Never	bought	the	slipper,	but	after	fitting	a	damper,	handling	improved	ten-fold.	Price	was	a	bit	steep,	but	only	because	the	dealer	wouldn't	let	me	budge	on	the
Raven	when	it	first	came	out.	Very	reliable.	After	a	collision	at	around	55	mph,	she	got	up	and	got	me	home.	Ride	quality	&	brakes	4	out	of	5	Reliability	&	build	quality	5	out	of	5	Value	vs	rivals	3	out	of	5	4	out	of	5	Paid	£3850	in	2008!	Awesome	Bike	for	money	After	selling	by	00'	blade	to	fund	a	RTW	trip,	I	returned	and	wanted	another	sportsbike.	I
was	looking	at	Daytonas	and	R6's	from	2006	onwards	and	stumbled	on	this	bargain	of	a	century.	The	2005	R6	has	all	the	trick	suspension	and	brakes	it's	just	the	old	R6	uprated	a	bit...	But	nothing	was	massively	wrong	with	the	old	one,	I	think	you	can't	go	wrong	when	a	3800	mile	R6	goes	for	3850...	thats	like	a	£1	for	every	mile	it's	done.	Stonking
motor,	just	feels	like	it	needs	an	extra	gear	or	the	gearing	slightly	adjusted,	because	it	still	has	loads	of	power	when	it	hits	the	redline	in	top	and	the	clock	shows	165.	Handling	wise,	the	standard	suspension	is	a	little	unforgiving	on	british	roads,	which	when	pushed	hard	can	lead	to	tank	slappers	and	the	back	end	jumping	around.	The	build	quality
seems	good	but	this	bike	has	been	pampered,	and	until	its	abused	and	used	all	year	round	I	won't	know	how	good	it	can	be.	Gorgeous	Dash,	looks	great	in	the	black	colour	scheme,	and	with	an	akrapovic	sounds	awesome,	what's	bad	about	it?	The	paint	on	the	rear	swing	arm	is	crap	and	has	rubbed	off	from	boots,	and	the	toolkit	jangles	around	in	the
back	as	the	rubber	straps	dont	fit	on	properly,	but	this	maybe	because	the	accumen	alarm	system	blocks	it...	There	is	not	a	lot	to	fault,	but	I	was	shocked	by	the	insurance,	£400	tpft,	when	my	blade	was	£300	tpft...	You	can't	go	far	wrong	if	you	want	to	buy	a	3	year	old	bike,	because	the	model	change,	they	are	seen	as	less	desirable	and	as	such	Cheep
Cheep	like	the	budgie!!!	Ride	quality	&	brakes	4	out	of	5	Reliability	&	build	quality	3	out	of	5	Value	vs	rivals	5	out	of	5	5	out	of	5	Traded	in	T595	and	was	not	disappointed!!!	Had	my	R6	for	8	months	and	have	done	6500	miles.	Only	very	cold	January	mornings	have	not	brought	a	smile	to	my	face.	Have	changed	tyres	to	Avon	Viper	Sports	with	a	70
profile	on	the	front	and	dropped	yokes	down	forks	by	5mm.	Akrapovic	end	can	on	her	sounds	beautifull!	Scotoiler	and	double	screen	finish	her	off.	I	just	love	this	bike,	I'm	going	to	get	a	test	ride	on	the	new	R6	because	it	must	be	good	to	make	me	part	with	mine.	Even	takes	the	wife	on	the	back	with	2	clicks	extra	on	pre-load	no	fuss.	Forget	all	the
rubbish	about	having	to	thrash	R6's	all	the	time	to	get	anywhere,	there	is	more	than	enough	power.	In	a	nut-shell,	totaly	seductive.		Strengths:	Great	to	just	get	on	and	ride.	No	fuss,	forgiving	and	most	of	all	alot	of	fun.	Weaknesses:	Snappy	power	delivery	in	low	gears	and	around	town.	Standard	tyres	on	cold	winter	mornings.	Standard	exhaust.	Ride
quality	&	brakes	5	out	of	5	Reliability	&	build	quality	5	out	of	5	Value	vs	rivals	5	out	of	5	1	out	of	5	Excellent	bike,	but	be	sure	this	is	what	you	want!	I	bought	my	R6	new	and	now,	a	month	later,	am	selling	it.	There's	absolutely	nothing	wrong	with	the	bike:	it's	extremely	fast	even	though	not	yet	fully	run	in,	corners	where	you	look	and	the	engine	is
super-smooth.	But	it's	very	uncomfortable	compared	to	other	bikes	I've	owned,	so	much	so	that	I'm	a	worse	rider	on	it	because	I'm	worried	about	feeling	uncomfortable	rather	than	worrying	about	where	I'm	going/what's	going	on	around	me.	I'm	6'	tall,	in	my	mid-30s	and	practise	yoga	every	day,	so	it's	not	that	I'm	giant-sized,	old,	pot-bellied	or	rigid.
Other	bikes	I've	owned	include	a	Thundercat,	Hornets	and	CBR600s	(Fs,	not	RRs!):	in	retrospect	these	were	better	bikes	for	me	because,	although	they	don't	ultimately	have	the	same	potential	top	speed,	in	real	life	they're	quicker.	I'm	sure	the	R6	is	a	great	bike	for	many	people,	and	if	you	want	a	race	rep	for	track	use	or	quick	half-hour	to	hour-long
blasts	it's	ideal.	But	I've	found	it	too	focused	on	a	kind	of	riding	I	don't	do.		Strengths:	Power,	maneuverability,	fantastic	looking.	Weaknesses:	Ergonomics:	the	riding	position	is	very	cramped.	When	reviews	say	'comfortable',	sometimes	adding	'for	a	modern	sports	600',	I	think	what	they	really	mean	is	'less	uncomfortable	than	the	others'.	Ride	quality
&	brakes	5	out	of	5	Reliability	&	build	quality	5	out	of	5	Value	vs	rivals	1	out	of	5	Share	—	copy	and	redistribute	the	material	in	any	medium	or	format	for	any	purpose,	even	commercially.	Adapt	—	remix,	transform,	and	build	upon	the	material	for	any	purpose,	even	commercially.	The	licensor	cannot	revoke	these	freedoms	as	long	as	you	follow	the
license	terms.	Attribution	—	You	must	give	appropriate	credit	,	provide	a	link	to	the	license,	and	indicate	if	changes	were	made	.	You	may	do	so	in	any	reasonable	manner,	but	not	in	any	way	that	suggests	the	licensor	endorses	you	or	your	use.	ShareAlike	—	If	you	remix,	transform,	or	build	upon	the	material,	you	must	distribute	your	contributions
under	the	same	license	as	the	original.	No	additional	restrictions	—	You	may	not	apply	legal	terms	or	technological	measures	that	legally	restrict	others	from	doing	anything	the	license	permits.	You	do	not	have	to	comply	with	the	license	for	elements	of	the	material	in	the	public	domain	or	where	your	use	is	permitted	by	an	applicable	exception	or
limitation	.	No	warranties	are	given.	The	license	may	not	give	you	all	of	the	permissions	necessary	for	your	intended	use.	For	example,	other	rights	such	as	publicity,	privacy,	or	moral	rights	may	limit	how	you	use	the	material.	The	Yamaha	YZF-R6	is	a	legendary	sport	bike	that	has	been	immensely	popular	since	its	debut	in	1999.	With	its	aggressive
look	and	aerodynamic	features,	the	R6	bears	all	the	characteristics	of	Yamaha’s	thoroughbred	R-Series.	In	this	article	we’ll	cover	the	most	commonly	asked	questions	about	the	R6	The	Yamaha	R6	is	not	comfortable	due	to	its	high	pegs,	low	handlebars,	and	seating	position.	Comfort	has	been	sacrificed	for	performance	and	optimum	aerodynamics,
forcing	the	rider	to	adopt	a	bent-over	riding	position.	Some	owners	report	wrist	discomfort	at	lower	speeds.	Sports	bikes	are	built	with	speed	and	performance	in	mind	and	this	comes	at	the	expense	of	comfort.	Riding	an	R6	will	position	your	upper	body	to	be	leaned	in,	your	knees	tucked	forward,	and	your	arms	bent	and	stretched	out	–	this	position
for	long	rides	can	be	particularly	uncomfortable.	You	may	also	experience	backache	and	sore	wrists	in	slow	traffic,	or	cramps	in	your	calves	until	you	get	used	to	the	half	race	seating	position	and	build	up	the	correct	muscle	groups	to	cope	with	it.	The	aggressive	bent	over	riding	stance	the	rider	is	forced	to	adopt	takes	some	getting	used	to	but	over
time	most	owners	do	become	accustomed	to	the	ergonomics,	however	it	will	never	be	the	most	comfortable	ride.	If	comfort	is	a	key	priority	for	you	we	would	suggest	looking	into	bikes	with	a	more	upright	seating	position,	many	of	these	come	with	state-of-the-art	engines	and	components	which	used	to	be	exclusive	to	sports	bikes.	The	Yamaha	R6	is	so
expensive	due	to	its	excellent	build	quality.	Components	are	top	of	the	range	and	the	bike	itself	is	built	to	the	highest	of	standards,	this	is	reflected	in	the	bike’s	performance	and	reliability.	The	R6	is	a	powerful,	high-performance	bike	that	uses	state-of-the-art	components	and	electronic	aids,	and	is	widely	regarded	as	one	of	the	best	600	cc
sportbikes.Yamaha	has	built	a	solid	reputation	for	itself	and	is	world-renowned	as	the	most	reliable	bike	manufacturer	on	the	planet	(with	Honda	coming	in	a	close	second).	With	this	in	mind,	it’s	easier	to	understand	why	Yamaha	commands	such	a	hefty	price-tags	for	the	R6.	If	you’re	on	a	tight	budget	consider	buying	a	used	bike,	and	avoid	bikes	that
have	had	a	hard	track	life.	Operating	a	Yamaha	R6	can	be	slightly	challenging,	however	by	no	means	hard	to	ride.	The	600cc	engine	produces	a	huge	amount	of	power	and	is	fitted	to	a	lightweight,	aerodynamic	frame	so	it’s	best	to	take	things	slowly	whilst	getting	to	grips	with	the	bike.	First	time	riders	of	the	R6	should	take	it	slow	and	steady	whilst
they	familiarize	themselves	with	the	bike	and	resist	the	temptation	to	drive	over	the	speed	limit,	save	that	for	the	track.	Related:	11	Common	Problems	With	the	Yamaha	R6	(Solution	Guide)	The	R	in	Yamaha	R6		stands	for	“Racing.”	Although	the	R1	is	street	legal,	the	bike’s	frame,	engine,	riding	position,	and	handling	were	all	designed	to	be	race-
track	ready.	Over	the	years,	in	advertisements	and	on	message	boards,	motorcycle	enthusiasts	have	presented	constant	banter	and	proposals	about	what	the	R	in	R6	means.	Still,	most	of	the	Sportsbike’s	use	an	R	in	their	name	to	signify	that,	while	you	can	enjoy	the	bike	on	city-streets	legally,	Yamaha	intended	this	bike	for	the	racetrack.	The	main
difference	between	the	Yamaha	R1	and	Yamaha	R6	is	engine	size,	the	R6	has	a	600cc	engine	whilst	the	R1	has	a	1000cc	engine,	therefore	the	R1	is	faster	than	the	R6	and	has	greater	acceleration.	The	R1	is	also	more	expensive,	heavier	and	has	a	much	lower	and	slimmer	seat	compared	to	the	R6.	Both	bikes	are	incredibly	powerful	supersport
machines,	however	the	R1	is	on	another	level.	The	powered-down	R6	has	a	mean	and	lean	600	cc	motor,	meaning	it	can	be	more	fun	in	town	as	you’ll	be	able	to	cycle	up	and	down	the	gears	much	more	rapidly	when	off	the	track.	The	R6	has	a	wet	weight	(filled	with	fuel	and	fluids)	of	430	lb	(200kg),	whilst	the	R1	has	a	wet	weight	of	448	lb	(203.6	kg).
The	R6	is	one	of	the	most	reliable	sports	bikes	available	today.	It’s	well	built	using	high-caliber	parts,	designed	by	world-class	engineers,	and	has	countless	testimonies	of	satisfied	owners.	Yamaha	produces	beautifully	engineered	and	highly	functional	machines	and	the	R6	is	no	different,	problems	associated	with	this	bike	are	usually	due	to	being
ridden	too	hard	and	not	looked	after	properly.	Reliability	is	ultimately	comes	down	to	the	owner,	this	means	regular	maintenance,	keeping	the	bike	topped	up	with	fluids	and	changing	tires	when	needed.	Related:	Yamaha	R1:	12	most	common	questions	and	why	the	Yamaha	R1	is	not	a	good	starter	bike	The	Yamaha	R6	is	very	fast.	It	has	a	top	speed	of
around	160	mph,	and	depending	on	model,	year	has	horsepower	ranging	from	100	hp	to	116.8	hp	fitted	to	a	lightweight	aerodynamic	frame.	Don’t	be	fooled	into	thinking	that	because	it	has	a	smaller	engine	than	the	R1	that	this	bike	lacks	power	–	the	R6	is	a	track	racing	sports	bike	and	is	incredibly	quick.	No,	the	Yamaha	R6	is	not	automatic,	it	has	a
manual	6-speed	transmission.	A	manual	transmission	gives	a	trained	and	acclimated	rider	more	control	over	acceleration,	braking,	and	cornering.	A	manual	transmission	gives	the	rider	the	ability	to	downshift	immediately	and	then	crank	up	the	throttle	to	build	the	RPMs	in	a	lower	gear.	Once	you’ve	built	up	the	RPMs,	you	can	shift	back	into	top	gear,
and	the	RPMs	will	stay	boosted.	Shifting	also	requires	more	focus,	ensuring	that	the	rider	is	engaged	safely	in	this	powerful	machine’s	operation.	The	Yamaha	R6	is	not	a	good	choice	for	a	starter	bike;	a	lightweight	aluminum	frame	and	high-powered	superbike	racing	motor	make	this	a	lot	to	handle	for	an	inexperienced	rider.	Although	its	not	out	of
the	question,	the	R6	is	not	the	best	starter	bike.	For	new	riders	the	slightly	smaller	R3	would	be	a	much	safer	option	to	learn	on.	A	brand-new	Yamaha	R6	costs	$12,200.	Depending	on	the	condition,	a	used	one,	on	average,	costs	around	$5000.	If	well	maintained,	a	Yamaha	R6’s	motor	can	last	well	over	100,000	miles.	Many	factors	play	into	the	life	of	a
motor.	General,	routine	maintenance	is	one	factor.	A	well-kept	motor	is	going	to	last	much	longer	than	one	that	isn’t.	Another	factor	is	how	aggressive	you	ride	the	bike.	If	the	motorcycle	pushed	to	its	limits	on	track	twice	a	month	isn’t	going	to	stand	the	test	of	time	like	a	bike	you	use	for	commuting	around	town	at	a	more	reasonable	speed.	The
harder	you	push	a	motor,	the	more	high-maintenance	it’ll	be	s	it	ages.	The	“Y”	stands	for	Yamaha,	the	“Z”	stands	for	racing,	and	the	“F”	stands	for	Four-Stroke.	Yamaha	is	a	Japanese	company,	and	some	of	the	creative	decisions	behind	vehicle	acronyms	get	lost	in	translation.	Sometimes,	old	acronyms	become	iconic,	and	the	brands	continue	to	use
them	to	pay	homage	to	their	old	models.	YZF	is	an	example	of	an	acronym	that’s	been	around	for	a	long	time,	updated	with	new	models	to	fit	the	current	bike	line-up,	but	never	wholly	amended,	as	it’s	become	recognizable.	Yes,	the	Yamaha	R6	comes	stock	with	a	gear	indicator.	A	gear	indicator	is	a	display	feature	that	shows	the	rider	what	gear	you’re
in.	A	gear	indicator	connects	directly	to	your	bike’s	wiring.	It	uses	electric	signals	being	transported	through	the	wiring	to	figure	out	which	gear	is	currently	selected.	It	then	pings	a	signal	back	to	the	display,	letting	the	rider	know	which	gear	is	in	use.	The	Yamaha	R6	comes	stock	with	a	quick	shifter,	allowing	faster	upshifts	by	reducing	the	need	to
throttle	down	or	pull	the	clutch	in.	A	quick	shifter	also	reduces	clutch	and	transmission	wear	and	tear.	To	go	along	with	the	quick	shifter,	Yamaha	has	optimized	the	R6’s	gear	widths,	splines	&	engagement	dogs.	The	R6’s	gears	use	flat	contact-type	engagement	dogs	for	smooth	shifting	and	lasting	durability.	No,	the	R6	doesn’t	come	with	a	Steering
Damper	because	Yamaha	designed	the	bike’s	geometry	and	ergonomics	to	compensate	for	the	wobble	without	one,	keeping	the	bike	lightweight.	However,	a	damper	can	be	easily	installed	and	can	be	helpful,	especially	for	riding	on	bumpy	roads.	The	Yamaha	R6	does	not	come	stock	with	a	fuel	gauge.	The	R6	is	a	stripped-down,	high-performance,
high-quality,	bare-boned	track	bike.	You	may	also	be	interested	in	our	article:	Are	Yamaha	Motorcycles	Any	Good?	Make	Model	Yamaha	YZF-600	R6	Year	2003	Engine	Four	stroke,	transverse	four	cylinder,	DOHC,	4	valves	per	cylinder.	Capacity	599	cc	/	36.5	cu-in	Bore	x	Stroke	65.5	×	44.5	mm	Compression	Ratio	12.4:1	Cooling	System	Liquid	cooled
Lubrication	Wet	sump	Induction	Fuel	Injection	38mm	throttle	bodies	Ignition		Digital	DC-CDI	Starting	Electric	Max	Power	123	hp	/	89.7	kW	@	13000	rpm	Max	Power	Rear	Wheel	115.3	hp	/	86.0	kW	@	13000	rpm	Max	Torque	68.5	Nm	/	50.5	lb-ft	@	12000	rpm	Clutch	Multi-plate	Transmission		6	Speed		Final	Drive	#530	O-ring	chain	Frame	Aluminium,
twin	spar	Front	Suspension	43mm	telescopic	fork,	preload,	compression	and	rebound	damping	adjustable	Front	Wheel	Travel	120	mm	/	4.7	in	Rear	Suspension	Monoshock	piggyback	reservoir	and	adjustable	preload,	compression	and	rebound	damping	adjustable,	Rear	Wheel	Travel	120	mm	/	4.7	in	Front	Brakes	2x	298mm	discs	4	piston	calipers	Rear
Brakes	Single	220mm	disc	1	piston	caliper	Front	Tyre	120/60	ZR17	Rear	Tyre	180/55	ZR17	Rake		24°	Trail	86	mm	/	3.4	in	Dimensions	Length	2020	mm	/	79.7	in		Width				690	mm	/	27.2	in	Height	1090	mm	/	42.9	in	Wheelbase	1380	mm	/		54.3	in	Ground	Clearance	130	mm	/	5.1	in	Seat	Height	820	mm	/	32.3	in	Dry	Weight	162	kg	/357	lbs	Fuel	Capacity	
17	Litres	/	4.5	gal	Consumption	Average	18.8	km/lit	Standing	¼	Mile			10.8	sec	Top	Speed	262.4	km/h	/	163.0	mph	If	you	never	let	the	2004	Yamaha	YZF-R6's	tachometer	needle	roam	into	the	second	half	of	its	arc,	you	might	never	know	what's	lurking	there	waiting	to	be	unleashed.	And	there's	even	more	for	2004.	An	ingenious	suction-piston	fuel
injection	system	(re-mapped	for	'04),	among	other	things,	endows	it	with	amazingly	good	road	manners	at	low	and	medium	engine	speeds.	But	we	had	a	higher	calling	in	mind	for	the	little	beast	that	won	the	AMA	Supersport	Class	Championship	right	out	of	the	gate	as	well	as	Cycle	World,	Sport	Rider	and	Motorcycle	Online	600	comparisons.	A	15,500
rpm	redline.	Redesigned	exhaust	canister	providing	improved	exhaust	flow	for	2004.	This	one	is	pure	sportbike,	designed	from	the	asphalt	up	to	achieve	a	delicate,	sublime	blend	of	handling	and	horsepower,	finesse	and	feel,	hyperactive	agility	and	laser-beam	predictability.	Absolute	leading-edge	technology	takes	tangible	form	in	the	R6's	light	and
rigid	DeltaBox	III	frame	-	an	almost	seamless	piece	of	alloy	artisanship	that	allowed	the	engineers	to	put	strength	-	and	the	revvy	4-cylinder	-	exactly	where	they	belong.	From	there,	all	sorts	of	good	things	flow.	We	put	all	our	experience	into	this	one;	the	harder	you	ride	it,	the	more	you'll	extract.	Road	test	by	Simon	Bradley	It	seems	hard	to	believe
that	the	R6	has	already	been	on	the	market	for	five	years.	Its	arrival	back	in	1998	was	slightly	overshadowed	by	the	simultaneous	launch	of	the	ultra	exotic	(and	appropriately	expensive)	R7	race	replica.	But	despite	the	in	house	competition,	the	little	600	proved	to	be	the	bike	that	everybody	really	wanted	to	know	about	after	the	celebrity	fuss	had
died	down	over	its	bigger	brother.	Even	then	there	were	certain	things	that	attracted	attention	–	a	claimed	200bhp/litre	not	being	the	least	of	them.	The	R6	has	always	been	a	big	hitter	for	its	size	while	managing	to	remain	a	featherweight	at	the	same	time.	Muscle,	it	seems,	does	not	always	equal	bulk.	This,	the	latest	incarnation,	continues	that	trend
with	a	claimed	123bhp	allied	to	a	dry	weight	of	just	162kg.	That’s	a	neat	trick,	because	at	a	glance	the	R6	is	actually	quite	a	large	motorbike.	The	fairing	with	its	row	of	headlights	reminds	me	of	a	grinning	frog,	and	makes	an	interesting	comparison	to	the	alternative	approaches	to	aerodynamics	taken	by	other	manufacturers	who	are	making	their
bikes	noses	pointier	and	higher.	The	tank	is	a	good	size	and	the	seat	is	enormous.	Looks	are	a	definite	strong	point	with	the	2003/04	R6.	Quite	simply,	it	looks	stunning,	especially	in	the	limited	edition	yellow	and	black	we	had	on	test.	It	is	one	of	these	bikes	where	there	doesn’t	seem	to	be	a	single	angle	that	jars	–	it	just	looks	right.	The	only	thing	I
was	less	than	totally	blown	away	by	is	the	huge	and,	I	feel,	rather	unattractive	silencer.	Sure	it’s	necessary	for	all	the	current	legislation	but	there	must	be	a	way	of	making	it	look	less	out	of	place.	Then	again,	most	owners	will	probably	just	file	it	away	in	a	box	somewhere	safe	while	they	fit	aftermarket	cans	anyway.	The	four	headlights,	the	black
wheels	and	frame	all	look	great.	The	LED	tail	lights	are	beautifully	integrated.	Everything	just	works.	As	you	may	be	able	to	gather,	I	was	impressed.	But	more	importantly,	so	was	pretty	well	everyone	else.	Even	that	most	damning	of	critics	–	my	12	year	old	daughter	–	gave	her	unqualified	approval.	So	no	complaints	there.	But	of	course,	even	the	best
looking	bike	in	the	world	would	be	no	good	if	the	riding	experience	were	horrible.	You	probably	won’t	be	surprised	to	hear	that	it	isn’t.	Not	even	a	little	bit.	Sitting	on	the	R6	gives	the	game	away.	It	may	look	big	but	it	isn’t.	It’s	not	cramped	as	such,	but	it	sure	is	small	and	delicate	feeling.	As	is	generally	the	case	these	days,	everything	falls	pretty	well
to	hand	with	no	surprises,	the	mirrors	show	that	there	may	be	something	behind	you	(although	they	blur	sufficiently	that	you’ll	not	be	able	to	tell	what	it	is	until	the	blue	lights	come	on),	the	de	rigueur	digital	display	tells	you	most	of	what	you	want	to	know	and	the	tacho	redlines	just	under	16,000rpm.	There’s	a	gearshift	light,	and	for	the	first	time	I
think	it	may	almost	be	something	more	than	a	gimmick.	But	more	on	that	later.	Pulling	away	is	a	forceful	reminder	that	this	is	still	only	a	600.	If	you	want	to	make	anything	more	than	pedestrian	progress	you	need	to	use	a	few	revs	and	dance	on	the	very	slick	gearbox	a	bit.	It’s	not	a	problem,	simply	something	that	comes	naturally	after	a	few	minutes.
Here’s	something	you’ll	not	hear	often.	I	tended	to	short-shift	at	around	13,000rpm	out	of	town	if	I	was	pressing	on	a	bit.	That’s	right	–	on	this	little	chap	changing	up	at	over	500	bangs	a	second	counts	as	short	shifting.	Holding	on	to	the	red	line	didn’t	seem	to	achieve	anything	other	than	make	the	shift	light	come	on	and	the	engine	sound	rather
nasty.	Again,	a	fruitier	end	can	would	probably	resolve	that	while	adjusting	the	shift	light	to	13,000	would	mean	that	you	changed	at	leak	power	and	dropped	back	near	to	peak	torque.	A	happy	situation	to	be	in.	Once	spinning,	the	engine	is	a	peach,	with	a	crisp	and	smooth	reaction	to	the	throttle,	very	little	vibration	and	an	eagerness	to	rev	that	has
to	be	seen	to	be	believed.	It’s	also	quite	economical,	although	again	that	will	be	of	little	interest	to	the	target	audience	unless	they’re	trying	to	make	it	to	the	next	garage	in	the	middle	of	nowhere	on	a	Sunday	rideout.	Handling	is	wonderful,	with	an	incredibly	sharp	turn	in.	Stability	was	pretty	good	although	the	light	weight	and	fairly	radical	geometry
conspired	to	make	things	get	a	little	unruly	when	the	road	got	bumpier.	Certainly	there	were	places	on	my	normal	test	route	where	I	would	have	liked	things	to	be	a	little	plusher,	but	at	the	same	time	there	were	other	places	where	the	billiard-table	smooth	tarmac	allowed	the	suspension	to	work	brilliantly.	As	a	track	day	bike	I	can	think	of	very	little
better.	Although	we	didn’t	have	the	chance	to	prove	that	for	sure,	the	impeccable	smooth	road	handling,	brakes	and	engine	would,	I	believe,	be	a	tough	combination	to	beat.	Talking	of	brakes,	Yamaha	must	produce	the	most	consistently	excellent	brake	setups	of	any	manufacturer.	I’ll	admit	that	almost	all	their	bikes	have,	or	appear	to	have,	brakes
lifted	directly	from	the	R1,	but	as	they	were	by	far	the	best	bikes	to	appear	on	a	production	machine	at	the	time	then	that	can	hardly	be	considered	a	bad	thing.	The	braking	arrangements	on	the	R6	are	right	at	the	top	of	the	tree	–	immense	power	with	superb	feel	and,	unusually,	a	rear	brake	that	actually	does	something	other	than	satisfy	a	legal
requirement	as	well.	Rider	comfort	isn’t	usually	very	high	on	the	priority	list	with	a	bike	like	this,	but	the	R6	scores	pretty	well	on	that	front	as	well.	A	benefit	of	the	larger	fairing	is	that	there	is	at	least	some	degree	of	protection	afforded	by	it,	and	the	large	and	well	designed	seat	makes	a	surprisingly	pleasant	place	to	rest	once	any	exciting	corner
action	has	been	despatched.	The	engine	is	pretty	smooth	and	doesn’t	transmit	too	many	vibrations	through	the	bars	or	pegs.	They’re	all,	it	seems,	absorbed	by	the	mirrors.	In	fact	the	only	criticism	I’d	have	of	the	ergonomics	is	the	surprising	omission	of	a	clock	from	the	LCD	panel.	I	know	that	we	ride	to	get	away	from	realities	like	time,	but	there	are
occasions	when	you	need	to	know	that,	for	example,	you’re	late	for	the	ferry	so	actually	need	to	get	a	move	on.	It’s	not	as	if	Yamaha	would	have	to	bolt	something	extra	on,	after	all.	There’s	space	on	the	panel	for	a	clock,	and	it	seems	a	little	silly	not	to	have	one.	So	there	you	are.	The	only	thing	I	can	find	to	complain	about	is	the	absence	of	a	clock.	I
can	easily	see	why	so	many	people	put	this	as	their	number	one	sportsbike.	Because	yes,	it	really	is	that	good.	Source	Motorbikes	Today	CategorySportYear2004ModelYamaha	YZF-R6Transmission	typefinal	driveChainCooling	systemLiquidFuel	controlDOHCValves	per	cylinder4Fuel	systemInjectionBore	x	stroke65.5	x	44.5	mm	(2.6	x	1.8
inches)Compression12.4:1Torque68.50Power123.00Stroke4Engine	typeIn-line	fourCapacity:600.00	ccm	(36.61	cubic	inches)			Wheelbase1,380	mm	(54.3	inches)Ground	clearance135	mm	(5.3	inches)Overall	width690	mm	(27.2	inches)Overall	length2,025	mm	(79.7	inches)Overall	height1,090	mm	(42.9	inches)Seat	height820	mm	(32.3	inches)	If
adjustable,	lowest	setting.Dry	weight162.0	kg	(357.1	pounds)Rear	brakes	diameter220	mm	(8.7	inches)Rear	brakesSingle	discFront	brakes	diameter298	mm	(11.7	inches)Front	brakesDouble	discRear	tyre	dimensions180/55-ZR17Front	tyre	dimensions120/60-ZR17Rear	suspension	travel130	mm	(5.1	inches)Rear	suspensionSwingarm	(Link
suspension)Front	suspension	travel120	mm	(4.7	inches)Front	suspensionTelescopic	fork			Power/weight	ratio0.7593	HP/kgColor	optionsRacing	red,	Yamaha	blue,	Mistral	grey	This	is	my	second	bike,my	first	was	a	02	Ninja	6.	I	have	a	2004	R6	and	i	am	just	stoked	about	this	bike.	The	power	with	this	600	is	insane,not	to	mention	the	lean	and	turns	are
amazing,you	can	pretty	much	lean	around	going	80	and	still	feel	comfortable.	On	long	runs	its	not	so	...	much	comfortable.	But	then	again	everytime	i	get	on	the	innerstate	i	go	120.	The	power	is	at	a	mid-level	RPM's	i	like	it	myself.	I	dont	pull	hard	low	rpm	wheelies,and	i	dont	have	to	wind	to	around	10,000	rpm,anywhere	4-13	rpm	is	basically	the	max
pull	for	me.	I	love	my	bike.	I	doubt	ill	ever	sell	it.


