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Enter	the	eerie	realm	of	Anthony	Horowitz's	twisted	tales,	where	three	spine-tingling	stories	await.	For	Gary,	the	countryside	holds	only	despair;	he	despises	its	emptiness.	Yet,	something	sinister	lurks	within	the	rural	landscape	-	perhaps	a	malevolent	force	that	shares	his	disdain?	Kevin	is	enthralled	by	computer	games,	but	the	latest	release	defies
all	conventions	and	revels	in	ruthlessness.	Meanwhile,	Howard's	existence	seems	idyllic,	yet	beneath	the	surface	lies	a	sense	of	foreboding.	A	Study	Guide	provides	insight	into	Anthony	Horowitz's	mastery	of	scary	storytelling.	The	collection,	"Scared,"	is	comprised	of	three	chilling	tales	that	delve	into	themes	of	isolation,	bullying,	bribery,	selfishness,
struggle,	and	hatred.	In	the	story	"Gary	Wilson	was	lost"	(11),	a	sense	of	desolation	is	evoked,	suggesting	a	negative	statement.	An	antonym	for	"tired"	could	be	"energetic."	The	reader	knows	Gary's	difficulties	navigating	the	field	through	his	physical	descriptions	and	actions.	His	appearance	can	be	depicted	as	scrawny	with	a	scowl	on	his	face.	Gary's
mother	says	"of	course"	(12)	to	imply	that	paying	back	those	who	wronged	him	is	a	natural	consequence	of	his	actions.	This	suggests	that	Gary	is	aware	of	his	own	moral	decay.	He	is	portrayed	as	a	bully,	using	intimidation	and	manipulation	to	get	what	he	wants.	The	death	of	his	father	affects	Gary	by	leaving	him	without	guidance	or	a	male	figure	in
his	life.	Gary's	mother	takes	him	on	holiday	to	the	countryside	to	provide	him	with	an	escape	from	the	city's	dangers.	However,	Gary	misses	the	excitement	of	urban	life	and	feels	trapped	in	the	rural	setting.	Despite	this,	he	doesn't	sense	any	magic	in	the	countryside	(17),	instead	perceiving	it	as	isolating	and	devoid	of	purpose.	The	study	guide
highlights	themes	such	as	isolation,	bullying,	bribery,	selfishness,	struggle,	and	hate	that	are	present	throughout	Horowitz's	collection.	In	"Scared,"	Anthony	Horowitz	explores	the	theme	of	isolation,	particularly	through	Gary's	experiences	at	Pye	Hall.	This	isolated	setting	contrasts	sharply	with	Gary's	preference	for	the	city,	where	he	can	torment	his
classmates.	Gary's	character	is	further	complicated	by	his	family	dynamics	-	his	grandmother	and	mother	adore	him	despite	his	selfish	nature.	Critics	might	argue	that	his	father's	death	has	contributed	to	his	lack	of	empathy	towards	others.	Gary	bullies	both	his	mother	and	grandmother,	using	bribery	to	get	what	he	wants.	His	complete	disregard	for
the	feelings	of	those	around	him	makes	him	a	difficult	character	to	like.	The	absence	of	a	male	figure	in	Gary's	life	adds	to	his	troubled	personality,	making	it	challenging	for	his	mother	to	live	with	him	and	manage	his	behavior.	Gary's	struggles	to	care	for	his	mother	and	dominate	his	family	home	may	be	connected	to	his	dislike	of	visiting	his
grandmother,	where	rules	are	likely	different.	Despite	this,	Gary	detests	his	environment	and	has	created	obstacles	for	himself	by	being	a	bully.	The	route	he	takes	when	lost	mirrors	the	challenges	he's	placed	on	his	life.	His	grandmother	serves	as	a	foil,	caring	for	people	unlike	Gary,	who	only	looks	out	for	himself.	A	wasp	that	follows	him
foreshadows	trouble,	and	its	sting	symbolizes	impending	doom.	When	Gary	twists	his	ankle,	it	not	only	hinders	his	physical	journey	but	also	stunts	any	hope	of	change.	The	story	concludes	with	Gary's	death	in	the	field,	where	he's	mistakenly	identified	as	a	scarecrow.	While	some	may	lament	his	demise,	others	will	be	glad	to	see	an	obnoxious	bully
receive	comeuppance.	However,	this	outcome	raises	questions	about	everyone	having	redeeming	qualities,	even	if	they're	difficult	to	see	in	Gary.
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