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Proof	coins	are	specially-made	collectible	coins.	They	usually	have	highly	polished	fields	(backgrounds)	that	create	a	mirrored	effect,	although	proofing	techniques	have	varied	over	time.Proof	Lincoln	penny.	The	highly	reflective	fields	appear	almost	black	in	photographs.Originally,	proofs	were	made	by	mints	in	small	quantities	as	show	pieces	for
government	officials.	Lawmakers	would	be	allowed	to	inspect	the	new	coin	designs	prior	to	their	release	to	the	public.Today,	government	mints	make	proof	coins	specifically	as	collectibles.	Proofs	normally	have	lower	mintage	totals	than	their	non-proof	counterparts.	They	are	sold	to	coin	collectors	and	coin	dealers	at	a	significant	mark-up.The
Different	Types	of	Proof	CoinsOver	time,	the	minting	techniques	used	to	create	the	distinctive	devices	on	proof	coins	have	occasionally	changed.	In	the	early	20th	century,	the	U.S.	Mint	made	proofs	with	a	matte	or	sandblast	finish.	Although	they	could	be	visually	distinguished	from	coins	made	for	circulation,	most	observers	dont	find	their	appearance
as	striking	as	modern	mirrored	proofs.The	selection	of	special	finishes	offered	by	todays	mints	has	been	expanded.	These	now	include	coins	with	reverse	proof	and	enhanced	uncirculated	finishes,	although	these	may	not	be	offered	every	year	the	way	traditional	proof	coins	are.The	reverse	proof	American	Silver	Eagle	was	first	introduced	as	a
collectible	in	2006.Like	the	name	sounds,	the	reverse	proof	finish	has	the	opposite	effect	of	a	regular	proof:	the	raised	devices	(relief)	are	mirrored,	while	the	rest	of	the	coin	has	a	frosted	appearance.	In	both	cases,	the	frosted	elements	and	mirrored	elements	create	an	eye-appealing	contrast	to	one	another.Proof	Coins	vs.	Regular	CoinsProof	coins
are	made	specifically	for	coin	collectors.	Regular	coins	made	for	circulation	(i.e.	circulating	coins)	can	also	become	collectible,	but	that's	not	their	original	intention.	With	proofs,	the	intention	from	the	beginning	is	for	the	coins	to	be	saved	in	collections.	This	also	distinguishes	proof	coins	from	bullion	coins,	which	are	sold	for	investment	purposes.
Proof	coins	may	be	made	of	gold	and	silver,	but	bullion	coins	are	bought	specifically	for	their	precious	metal	content.	A	bullion	coin	is	rarely	considered	a	collectible.So	how	do	you	tell	a	proof	coin	from	a	regular	circulated	coin?	The	easiest	way	to	distinguish	a	proof	coin	from	a	normal	coin	is	its	appearance.	The	highly	reflective	field	has	a	mirror-like
quality	that	clearly	stands	out.	You	can	usually	tell	a	proof	coin	apart	visually	from	a	regular	coin	that	happens	to	be	very	shiny.It's	also	worth	discussing	the	difference	between	proof	coins	and	uncirculated	coins.	The	latter	are	also	generally	intended	as	collectibles.	However,	uncirculated	coins	will	not	have	the	same	mirrored	background	that	proofs
do.	This	is	the	clearest	visual	difference.Proof	Sets	vs.	Mint	SetsEach	year,	most	government	mints	release	proof	sets	of	coins.	These	sets	include	one	coin	of	each	denomination	with	a	proof	finish.	They	are	sold	in	special	packaging	and	make	popular	gifts	for	coin	collectors.	In	addition,	the	mint	may	also	release	a	"mint	set"	that	includes	all	of	the
same	coins	with	an	uncirculated	finish.Proof	set	values	tend	to	be	rather	modest.	Depending	on	the	set	of	coins,	prices	for	sets	from	the	U.S.	Mint	can	range	from	$35	to	well	over	$100.	The	higher	prices	are	usually	reserved	for	annual	silver	proof	sets,	where	each	coin	is	struck	from	silver.	Unfortunately,	on	the	secondary	market,	a	proof	set	from	a
given	year	may	only	garner	$5	to	$10.Buying	and	Collecting	Proof	CoinsLike	all	collectible	coins,	proofs	are	always	meant	to	be	kept	in	mint	state.	By	virtue	of	their	special	finish,	they	are	very	susceptible	to	environmental	damage	if	handled	improperly.	Any	proof	that	is	certified	below	a	grade	of	60	is	considered	impaired.	(Abbreviations	of	PR-60	or
PF-60	are	used	as	the	equivalent	of	the	MS	abbreviation	for	normal	mint-state	coins.)Sometimes	you	will	find	a	proof	coin	mistakenly	spent	as	money	and	returned	as	change.	(I	personally	have	experienced	this	at	the	grocery	store	on	one	occasion!)	This	also	means,	however,	that	the	coin	has	been	touched	and	circulated,	which	will	almost	invariably
cause	distracting	damage	to	the	coin,	such	as	scratches,	which	will	greatly	reduce	its	value.	Sadly,	an	ugly	proof	coin	becomes	almost	worthless	from	a	collectible	perspective.If	you'd	like	to	buy	proof	coins,	follow	the	link	below	to	browse	our	available	inventory:Shop	for	Proof	Coins	at	Gainesville	CoinsFrequently	Asked	Questions	About	Proof
CoinsWhat	is	the	difference	between	proof	coins	and	mint	coins?Mint	coinsbetter	known	as	uncirculated	coins	or	business	strike	coinsare	made	for	public	circulation,	while	proof	coins	are	not.	Rather	than	being	distributed	to	banks,	proofs	are	often	sold	directly	by	the	government	mint	in	proof	coin	sets.	Many	commemorative	coins	made	for
collectors	will	come	in	both	proof	and	uncirculated	versions.Proof	coins	also	go	through	a	special	minting	process	that	is	not	conducive	to	the	mass	minting	techniques	used	for	circulating	coins.	The	proofing	process	involves	using	highly	polished	dies	and	coin	blanks	to	create	a	mirror-like	finish	on	the	fields	of	the	coins.	The	sharper	details	of	proofs
are	created	by	multiple	strikes	from	the	coin	press,	whereas	regular	coins	are	only	struck	once.Is	it	better	to	buy	a	proof	coin	or	uncirculated	coin?Choosing	between	proof	coins	or	uncirculated	coins	is	entirely	up	to	you	and	your	personal	preferences.	If	you	want	a	coin	with	a	much	shinier	finish,	go	with	a	proof.	Bear	in	mind	that	most	collectors
gravitate	towards	proof	coins,	so	as	a	result	their	uncirculated	counterparts	will	sometimes	end	up	with	lower	mintage	totals	and	thus	become	more	valuable	as	collectibles	down	the	road.Can	a	proof	coin	be	circulated?Proof	coinage	is	not	intended	to	be	circulated.	Instead,	they	are	minted	specifically	for	collecting	and	are	sold	at	much	higher	prices.
However,	on	occasion	it	certainly	happens	that	a	proof	coin	will	mistakenly	end	up	in	circulation.	This	invariably	leaves	the	coin	in	a	lower	grade	and	impairs	its	collectible	value.Can	you	touch	a	proof	coin?It	is	not	recommended.	Due	to	their	highly	reflective	fields,	proof	coins	are	more	susceptible	to	showing	fingerprints,	smudges,	and	scratches	than
normal	coins.	You	should	keep	proof	coins	in	a	protective	capsule.	If	you	must	handle	them,	use	cotton	gloves	and	hold	the	coin	by	its	edge.Read	more	about	the	different	types	of	coins	from	the	expert	authors	at	Gainesville	Coins:What	Are	Brilliant	Uncirculated	Coins?	Beginner's	GuideWhat	Are	Gem	Coins?	Understanding	Quality,	Rarity,	and
ValueWhat	Are	Uncirculated	Coins?	Guide	to	Condition	and	ValueHow	to	Collect	Coins	for	Beginners:	Coin	Collecting	101Numismatics	Guide:	Discover	the	Thrill	of	Coin	Collecting	,the	free	encyclopedia	that	anyone	can	edit.117,937	active	editors	7,001,365	articles	in	EnglishThe	English-language	Wikipedia	thanks	its	contributors	for	creating	more
than	seven	million	articles!	Learn	how	you	can	take	part	in	the	encyclopedia's	continued	improvement.GL	Mk.II	transmitter	vanRadar,	Gun	Laying,	MarkI,	or	GL	Mk.I	for	short,	was	an	early	World	WarII	radar	system	developed	by	the	British	Army	to	provide	information	for	anti-aircraft	artillery.	There	were	two	upgrades,	GL/EF	(elevation	finder)	and
GL	Mk.II	(pictured),	both	improving	the	ability	to	determine	a	target's	bearing	and	elevation.	GL	refers	to	the	radar's	ability	to	direct	the	guns	onto	a	target,	known	as	gun	laying.	The	first	GL	sets	were	developed	in	1936	using	separate	transmitters	and	receivers	mounted	on	gun	carriages.	Several	were	captured	in	1940,	leading	the	Germans	to
believe	falsely	that	British	radar	was	much	less	advanced	than	theirs.	The	GL/EF	attachment	provided	bearing	and	elevation	measurements	accurate	to	about	a	degree:	this	caused	the	number	of	rounds	needed	to	destroy	an	aircraft	to	fall	to	4,100,	a	tenfold	improvement	over	early-war	results.	The	Mk.II,	which	was	able	to	directly	guide	the	guns,
lowered	the	rounds-per-kill	to	2,750.	About	410	Mk.Is	and	1,679	Mk.IIs	were	produced.	(Fullarticle...)Recently	featured:	Andrea	NavageroNosy	KombaMcDonnell	Douglas	Phantom	in	UK	serviceArchiveBy	emailMore	featured	articlesAboutLieke	Klaver	ahead	in	the	women's	400	metres	final...	that	a	400-metre	race	in	2025	(pictured)	was	won	by	Lieke
Klaver,	who	pretended	that	an	absent	competitor	was	running	in	front	of	her?...	that	the	land	snail	Drymaeus	poecilus	is	notable	for	the	striking	variety	of	colors	and	patterns	on	its	shell?...	that	a	forensic	investigation	of	Signalgate	has	determined	how	a	journalist	was	included	in	a	group	chat	about	Operation	Rough	Rider?...	that	two	of	the	players
involved	in	the	2005	Vietnamese	football	match-fixing	scandal	did	not	accept	payment	because	they	felt	ashamed?...	that	a	rebellion	against	a	peace	treaty	with	the	Yuan	dynasty	operated	out	of	the	Historic	Site	of	Anti-Mongolian	Struggle	on	Jeju	Island?...	that	Nathan	Frink	fled	the	United	States	with	enslaved	children	to	settle	in	Canada,	where	he
was	elected	as	a	Member	of	the	Legislative	Assembly	and	caught	in	a	smuggling	conspiracy?...	that	Seattle's	women's	ice	hockey	team	has	an	expected	rival,	despite	not	even	having	played	their	first	game?...	that	Cave	Johnson	Couts	was	separately	acquitted	for	shooting	his	foreman,	firing	on	funeral	mourners,	and	whipping	a	native	laborer	to
death?...	that	characters'	scars	in	an	episode	of	The	Last	of	Us	were	made	with	a	paste-based	appliance	and	a	food	mixer?ArchiveStart	a	new	articleNominate	an	articleNgg	wa	Thiong'oKenyan	writer	and	activist	Ngg	wa	Thiong'o	(pictured)	dies	at	the	age	of	87.In	sumo,	nosato	Daiki	is	promoted	to	yokozuna.In	association	football,	Liverpool	win	the
Premier	League	title.In	motor	racing,	lex	Palou	wins	the	Indianapolis	500.Ongoing:	Gaza	warM23	campaignRussian	invasion	of	UkrainetimelineSudanese	civil	wartimelineRecent	deaths:	Phil	RobertsonMary	K.	GaillardPeter	DavidAlan	YentobGerry	ConnollySebastio	SalgadoNominate	an	articleMay	30:	Statehood	Day	in	Croatia	(1990)Johann	Sebastian
Bach1431	Hundred	Years'	War:	After	being	convicted	of	heresy,	Joan	of	Arc	was	burned	at	the	stake	in	Rouen,	France.1723	Johann	Sebastian	Bach	(pictured)	assumed	the	office	of	Thomaskantor	in	Leipzig,	presenting	the	cantata	Die	Elenden	sollen	essen	in	St.Nicholas	Church.1922	The	Lincoln	Memorial	in	Washington,	D.C.,	featuring	a	sculpture	of
the	sixteenth	U.S.	president	Abraham	Lincoln	by	Daniel	Chester	French,	opened.1963	Buddhist	crisis:	A	protest	against	pro-Catholic	discrimination	was	held	outside	the	National	Assembly	of	South	Vietnam	in	Saigon,	the	first	open	demonstration	against	President	Ng	nh	Dim.2008	The	Convention	on	Cluster	Munitions,	prohibiting	the	use,	transfer,
and	stockpiling	of	cluster	bombs,	was	adopted.Ma	Xifan	(d.947)Colin	Blythe	(b.1879)Norris	Bradbury	(b.1909)Wynonna	Judd	(b.1964)More	anniversaries:	May	29May	30May	31ArchiveBy	emailList	of	days	of	the	yearAboutSeventeen	performing	"Oh	My!"	in	2018South	Korean	boy	band	Seventeen	made	their	debut	on	May	26,	2015,	when	they
performed	a	showcase	for	their	debut	EP	17	Carat	in	front	of	a	crowd	of	1,000	people.	Since	then,	the	group	have	held	9	concert	tours,	13	fan	meetings,	and	have	performed	at	a	number	of	music	festivals	and	awards	shows.	Their	concert	tours	include	the	Right	Here	World	Tour,	which	sold	over	one	million	tickets,	and	the	Follow	Tour,	which	was
noted	by	Billboard	as	being	the	top	grossing	K-pop	tour	of	2023.	In	2024,	Seventeen	made	their	first	appearances	at	festivals	in	Europe,	when	they	were	the	first	South	Korean	act	to	perform	at	Glastonbury	Festival's	Pyramid	Stage	and	as	headliners	for	Lollapalooza	Berlin.	Seventeen's	live	performances	are	well	regarded	by	fans	and	critics	alike,	and
garnered	them	the	award	for	Top	K-pop	Touring	Artist	at	the	2024	Billboard	Music	Awards.	(Fulllist...)Recently	featured:	Accolades	received	by	Top	Gun:	MaverickNational	preserve76th	Primetime	Emmy	AwardsArchiveMore	featured	listsIgnace	Tonen	(1840	or	1841	15	March	1916),	also	known	as	Nias	or	by	his	Ojibwe	name	Maiagizis	('right/correct
sun'),	was	a	Teme-Augama	Anishnabai	chief,	fur	trader,	and	gold	prospector	in	Upper	Canada.	He	was	a	prominent	employee	of	the	Hudson's	Bay	Company.	Tonen	was	the	elected	deputy	chief	before	being	the	lead	chief	and	later	the	life	chief	of	his	community.	In	his	role	as	deputy,	he	negotiated	with	the	Canadian	federal	government	and	the	Ontario
provincial	government,	advocating	for	his	community	to	receive	annual	financial	support	from	both.	His	attempts	to	secure	land	reserves	for	his	community	were	thwarted	by	the	Ontario	premier	Oliver	Mowat.	Tonen's	prospecting	triggered	a	1906	gold	rush	and	the	creation	of	Kerr	Addison	Mines	Ltd.,	although	one	of	his	claims	was	stolen	from	him
by	white	Canadian	prospectors.	This	photograph	shows	Tonen	in	1909.Photograph	credit:	William	John	Winter;	restored	by	Adam	CuerdenRecently	featured:	Australian	white	ibisHell	Gate	BridgeAnemonoides	blandaArchiveMore	featured	picturesCommunity	portal	The	central	hub	for	editors,	with	resources,	links,	tasks,	and	announcements.Village
pump	Forum	for	discussions	about	Wikipedia	itself,	including	policies	and	technical	issues.Site	news	Sources	of	news	about	Wikipedia	and	the	broader	Wikimedia	movement.Teahouse	Ask	basic	questions	about	using	or	editing	Wikipedia.Help	desk	Ask	questions	about	using	or	editing	Wikipedia.Reference	desk	Ask	research	questions	about
encyclopedic	topics.Content	portals	A	unique	way	to	navigate	the	encyclopedia.Wikipedia	is	written	by	volunteer	editors	and	hosted	by	the	Wikimedia	Foundation,	a	non-profit	organization	that	also	hosts	a	range	of	other	volunteer	projects:	CommonsFree	media	repository	MediaWikiWiki	software	development	Meta-WikiWikimedia	project
coordination	WikibooksFree	textbooks	and	manuals	WikidataFree	knowledge	base	WikinewsFree-content	news	WikiquoteCollection	of	quotations	WikisourceFree-content	library	WikispeciesDirectory	of	species	WikiversityFree	learning	tools	WikivoyageFree	travel	guide	WiktionaryDictionary	and	thesaurusThis	Wikipedia	is	written	in	English.	Many
other	Wikipedias	are	available;	some	of	the	largest	are	listed	below.	1,000,000+	articles	DeutschEspaolFranaisItalianoNederlandsPolskiPortugusSvenskaTing	Vit	250,000+	articles	Bahasa	IndonesiaBahasa	MelayuBn-lm-gCataletinaDanskEestiEsperantoEuskaraMagyarNorsk	bokmlRomnSimple
EnglishSloveninaSrpskiSrpskohrvatskiSuomiTrkeOzbekcha	50,000+	articles	AsturianuAzrbaycancaBosanskiFryskGaeilgeGalegoHrvatskiKurdLatvieuLietuviNorsk	nynorskShqipSlovenina	Retrieved	from	"	2EP	by	Seventeen17	CaratEP	by	SeventeenReleasedMay29,2015(2015-05-29)GenreK-popdance-pophip
hopLength16:48LanguageKoreanLabelPledis	EntertainmentLOEN	EntertainmentSeventeen	chronology17	Carat(2015)Boys	Be(2015)Singles	from	17	Carat	"Adore	U"Released:	May	29,	201517	Carat	is	the	debut	extended	play	(EP)	by	South	Korean	boy	group	Seventeen.	It	was	released	on	May	29,	2015,	by	Pledis	Entertainment	and	distributed	by
LOEN	Entertainment.	"Adore	U"	serves	as	the	lead	single	for	the	EP.17	Carat	features	five	tracks	written,	co-written,	and	co-produced	by	Seventeen's	group	members.	"Adore	U"	was	chosen	as	the	lead	single	for	the	EP	and	was	performed	on	multiple	music	shows	by	the	group.	"Shining	Diamond"	was	used	as	a	pre-single	on	the	group's	reality	debut
show.	The	group	stated	that	the	tracklist	was	chosen	to	reflect	Seventeen's	core	concept	of	"boys'	passion".[1]	The	album	has	two	physical	versions:	one	with	a	"black"	themed	photo	card	set,	and	the	other	with	a	"white"	themed	photo	card	set.	All	copies	include	a	CD	containing	the	songs	and	a	fold-up	poster/lyric	sheet."Adore	U"	is	the	lead	single	of
the	extended	play.	It	was	written	by	Woozi,	S.Coups,	and	Yeon	Dong-geon.[2]	The	Korea	Herald	states	"'Adore	U'	is	a	funky	pop	song	about	a	teenage	boy	trying	to	navigate	through	puppy	love."[3]	It	marks	the	beginning	of	the	group's	trilogy	composed	of	the	singles	Adore	U,	Mansae,	and	Pretty	U	about	a	boy	meeting,	falling	in	love	and	asking	out	a
girl.	The	track	was	composed	and	arranged	by	Woozi,	Bumzu,	and	Yeon	Dong-geon.	The	music	video	for	the	single	was	released	on	May	29,	2015,	and	was	directed	by	Dee	Shin.	The	dance	choreography	accompaniment	to	the	song	was	choreographed	by	Hoshi	and	focuses	on	"storytelling,	and	on	highlighting	each	member's	strengths	onstage".[4]	The
single	has	sold	more	than	38,000	digital	copies	and	peaked	at	number	13	on	the	Billboard	US	World	Chart.The	EP	has	sold	over	82,972	copies	in	South	Korea.[5]	It	peaked	at	number	4	on	the	Korean	Gaon	Album	Chart[6]	and	number	8	on	the	US	World	Billboard	Chart.[7]Year-end	listsCritic/publicationListRankRef.BillboardThe	10	Best	K-pop	Album
of	2015Placed[8]Hoshi	participated	in	the	choreography	of	"Adore	U"	and	"Shining	Diamond",	Dino	choreographed	"Jam	Jam".[9]Official	track	list[10]No.TitleLyricsMusicArrangementsLength1."Shining	Diamond"WooziVernonS.CoupsKim	Min-jeongWooziMasterKeyRishiMasterKeyRishi3:242.""Adore	U""	(;
Akkinda)WooziVernonS.CoupsBumzuWooziBumzuYeon	Dong-geonWooziBumzuYeon	Dong-geon3:073."Ah	Yeah"	(Hip-Hop	unit)S.	CoupsVernonWonwooMingyuCream	DoughnutRishiCream	DoughnutRishi3:294."Jam	Jam"	(Performance	unit	+	Vernon)WooziHoshiDinoVernonWooziCream	DoughnutCream	Doughnut3:255."20"	(Vocal
unit)WooziWooziWon	Yeong-heonWon	Yeong-heonDong	Ne-hyeong3:23Weekly	chart	performance	for	17	CaratChart	(2015-2023)PeakpositionJapanese	Albums	(Oricon)[11]46South	Korean	Albums	(Gaon)[12]4US	World	Albums	(Billboard)[13]8Year-end	chart	performance	for	17	CaratChart	(2015)PeakpositionSouth	Korean	Albums	(Gaon)[14]47^
"Seventeen	hopes	to	shine	like	diamonds	with	'17	Carat'".	The	Korea	Herald.	26	May	2015.	Retrieved	30	November	2016.^	"Adore	U".	Color	Coded	Lyrics.	29	May	2015.	Retrieved	29	November	2016.^	"Seventeen	hopes	to	shine	like	diamonds	with	'17	Carat".	The	Korea	Herald.	26	May	2015.	Retrieved	30	November	2016.^	"Seventeen	hopes	to	shine
like	diamonds	with	'17	Carat'".	The	Korea	Herald.	26	May	2015.	Retrieved	30	November	2016.^	Cumulative	sales	of	17	Carat:"2015	Album	Chart"."2016	12	Album	Chart"."2017	11	Album	Chart".^	"2015	Albums".	Gaon	Music	Chart.	Korea	Music	Content	Industry	Association.	Archived	from	the	original	on	September	10,	2016.	Retrieved	November	29,
2016.^	"June	27,	2015".	Billboard.	Retrieved	29	November	2016.^	Benjamin,	Jeff;	Oak,	Jessica	(December	12,	2015).	"The	10	Best	K-Pop	Albums	of	2015".	Billboard.	Archived	from	the	original	on	September	18,	2021.	Retrieved	October	31,	2021.^	,	(18	June	2015).	"[My	Name]	(3)	-	,	,	,	|	".	(in	Korean).	The	Korea	Economic	Daily.	.	Retrieved	18	July
2021.^	"SEVENTEEN	1st	Mini	Album	'17	CARAT'".^	"	20230710"	[Weekly	album	ranking	as	of	July	10,	2023].	Oricon	News	(in	Japanese).	Archived	from	the	original	on	July	5,	2023.	Retrieved	February	18,	2024.^	"2015	27	Album	Chart".	Gaon	Chart	(in	Korean).	Archived	from	the	original	on	August	7,	2016.	Retrieved	February	18,	2024.^	"Seventeen
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and	redistribute	the	material	in	any	medium	or	format	for	any	purpose,	even	commercially.	Adapt	remix,	transform,	and	build	upon	the	material	for	any	purpose,	even	commercially.	The	licensor	cannot	revoke	these	freedoms	as	long	as	you	follow	the	license	terms.	Attribution	You	must	give	appropriate	credit	,	provide	a	link	to	the	license,	and
indicate	if	changes	were	made	.	You	may	do	so	in	any	reasonable	manner,	but	not	in	any	way	that	suggests	the	licensor	endorses	you	or	your	use.	ShareAlike	If	you	remix,	transform,	or	build	upon	the	material,	you	must	distribute	your	contributions	under	the	same	license	as	the	original.	No	additional	restrictions	You	may	not	apply	legal	terms	or
technological	measures	that	legally	restrict	others	from	doing	anything	the	license	permits.	You	do	not	have	to	comply	with	the	license	for	elements	of	the	material	in	the	public	domain	or	where	your	use	is	permitted	by	an	applicable	exception	or	limitation	.	No	warranties	are	given.	The	license	may	not	give	you	all	of	the	permissions	necessary	for
your	intended	use.	For	example,	other	rights	such	as	publicity,	privacy,	or	moral	rights	may	limit	how	you	use	the	material.	Proof	coins	are	specially-made	collectible	coins.	They	usually	have	highly	polished	fields	(backgrounds)	that	create	a	mirrored	effect,	although	proofing	techniques	have	varied	over	time.Proof	Lincoln	penny.	The	highly	reflective
fields	appear	almost	black	in	photographs.Originally,	proofs	were	made	by	mints	in	small	quantities	as	show	pieces	for	government	officials.	Lawmakers	would	be	allowed	to	inspect	the	new	coin	designs	prior	to	their	release	to	the	public.Today,	government	mints	make	proof	coins	specifically	as	collectibles.	Proofs	normally	have	lower	mintage	totals
than	their	non-proof	counterparts.	They	are	sold	to	coin	collectors	and	coin	dealers	at	a	significant	mark-up.The	Different	Types	of	Proof	CoinsOver	time,	the	minting	techniques	used	to	create	the	distinctive	devices	on	proof	coins	have	occasionally	changed.	In	the	early	20th	century,	the	U.S.	Mint	made	proofs	with	a	matte	or	sandblast	finish.
Although	they	could	be	visually	distinguished	from	coins	made	for	circulation,	most	observers	dont	find	their	appearance	as	striking	as	modern	mirrored	proofs.The	selection	of	special	finishes	offered	by	todays	mints	has	been	expanded.	These	now	include	coins	with	reverse	proof	and	enhanced	uncirculated	finishes,	although	these	may	not	be	offered
every	year	the	way	traditional	proof	coins	are.The	reverse	proof	American	Silver	Eagle	was	first	introduced	as	a	collectible	in	2006.Like	the	name	sounds,	the	reverse	proof	finish	has	the	opposite	effect	of	a	regular	proof:	the	raised	devices	(relief)	are	mirrored,	while	the	rest	of	the	coin	has	a	frosted	appearance.	In	both	cases,	the	frosted	elements	and
mirrored	elements	create	an	eye-appealing	contrast	to	one	another.Proof	Coins	vs.	Regular	CoinsProof	coins	are	made	specifically	for	coin	collectors.	Regular	coins	made	for	circulation	(i.e.	circulating	coins)	can	also	become	collectible,	but	that's	not	their	original	intention.	With	proofs,	the	intention	from	the	beginning	is	for	the	coins	to	be	saved	in
collections.	This	also	distinguishes	proof	coins	from	bullion	coins,	which	are	sold	for	investment	purposes.	Proof	coins	may	be	made	of	gold	and	silver,	but	bullion	coins	are	bought	specifically	for	their	precious	metal	content.	A	bullion	coin	is	rarely	considered	a	collectible.So	how	do	you	tell	a	proof	coin	from	a	regular	circulated	coin?	The	easiest	way
to	distinguish	a	proof	coin	from	a	normal	coin	is	its	appearance.	The	highly	reflective	field	has	a	mirror-like	quality	that	clearly	stands	out.	You	can	usually	tell	a	proof	coin	apart	visually	from	a	regular	coin	that	happens	to	be	very	shiny.It's	also	worth	discussing	the	difference	between	proof	coins	and	uncirculated	coins.	The	latter	are	also	generally
intended	as	collectibles.	However,	uncirculated	coins	will	not	have	the	same	mirrored	background	that	proofs	do.	This	is	the	clearest	visual	difference.Proof	Sets	vs.	Mint	SetsEach	year,	most	government	mints	release	proof	sets	of	coins.	These	sets	include	one	coin	of	each	denomination	with	a	proof	finish.	They	are	sold	in	special	packaging	and	make
popular	gifts	for	coin	collectors.	In	addition,	the	mint	may	also	release	a	"mint	set"	that	includes	all	of	the	same	coins	with	an	uncirculated	finish.Proof	set	values	tend	to	be	rather	modest.	Depending	on	the	set	of	coins,	prices	for	sets	from	the	U.S.	Mint	can	range	from	$35	to	well	over	$100.	The	higher	prices	are	usually	reserved	for	annual	silver
proof	sets,	where	each	coin	is	struck	from	silver.	Unfortunately,	on	the	secondary	market,	a	proof	set	from	a	given	year	may	only	garner	$5	to	$10.Buying	and	Collecting	Proof	CoinsLike	all	collectible	coins,	proofs	are	always	meant	to	be	kept	in	mint	state.	By	virtue	of	their	special	finish,	they	are	very	susceptible	to	environmental	damage	if	handled
improperly.	Any	proof	that	is	certified	below	a	grade	of	60	is	considered	impaired.	(Abbreviations	of	PR-60	or	PF-60	are	used	as	the	equivalent	of	the	MS	abbreviation	for	normal	mint-state	coins.)Sometimes	you	will	find	a	proof	coin	mistakenly	spent	as	money	and	returned	as	change.	(I	personally	have	experienced	this	at	the	grocery	store	on	one
occasion!)	This	also	means,	however,	that	the	coin	has	been	touched	and	circulated,	which	will	almost	invariably	cause	distracting	damage	to	the	coin,	such	as	scratches,	which	will	greatly	reduce	its	value.	Sadly,	an	ugly	proof	coin	becomes	almost	worthless	from	a	collectible	perspective.If	you'd	like	to	buy	proof	coins,	follow	the	link	below	to	browse
our	available	inventory:Shop	for	Proof	Coins	at	Gainesville	CoinsFrequently	Asked	Questions	About	Proof	CoinsWhat	is	the	difference	between	proof	coins	and	mint	coins?Mint	coinsbetter	known	as	uncirculated	coins	or	business	strike	coinsare	made	for	public	circulation,	while	proof	coins	are	not.	Rather	than	being	distributed	to	banks,	proofs	are
often	sold	directly	by	the	government	mint	in	proof	coin	sets.	Many	commemorative	coins	made	for	collectors	will	come	in	both	proof	and	uncirculated	versions.Proof	coins	also	go	through	a	special	minting	process	that	is	not	conducive	to	the	mass	minting	techniques	used	for	circulating	coins.	The	proofing	process	involves	using	highly	polished	dies
and	coin	blanks	to	create	a	mirror-like	finish	on	the	fields	of	the	coins.	The	sharper	details	of	proofs	are	created	by	multiple	strikes	from	the	coin	press,	whereas	regular	coins	are	only	struck	once.Is	it	better	to	buy	a	proof	coin	or	uncirculated	coin?Choosing	between	proof	coins	or	uncirculated	coins	is	entirely	up	to	you	and	your	personal	preferences.
If	you	want	a	coin	with	a	much	shinier	finish,	go	with	a	proof.	Bear	in	mind	that	most	collectors	gravitate	towards	proof	coins,	so	as	a	result	their	uncirculated	counterparts	will	sometimes	end	up	with	lower	mintage	totals	and	thus	become	more	valuable	as	collectibles	down	the	road.Can	a	proof	coin	be	circulated?Proof	coinage	is	not	intended	to	be
circulated.	Instead,	they	are	minted	specifically	for	collecting	and	are	sold	at	much	higher	prices.	However,	on	occasion	it	certainly	happens	that	a	proof	coin	will	mistakenly	end	up	in	circulation.	This	invariably	leaves	the	coin	in	a	lower	grade	and	impairs	its	collectible	value.Can	you	touch	a	proof	coin?It	is	not	recommended.	Due	to	their	highly
reflective	fields,	proof	coins	are	more	susceptible	to	showing	fingerprints,	smudges,	and	scratches	than	normal	coins.	You	should	keep	proof	coins	in	a	protective	capsule.	If	you	must	handle	them,	use	cotton	gloves	and	hold	the	coin	by	its	edge.Read	more	about	the	different	types	of	coins	from	the	expert	authors	at	Gainesville	Coins:What	Are	Brilliant
Uncirculated	Coins?	Beginner's	GuideWhat	Are	Gem	Coins?	Understanding	Quality,	Rarity,	and	ValueWhat	Are	Uncirculated	Coins?	Guide	to	Condition	and	ValueHow	to	Collect	Coins	for	Beginners:	Coin	Collecting	101Numismatics	Guide:	Discover	the	Thrill	of	Coin	Collecting	Proof	coins	are	specially-made	collectible	coins.	They	usually	have	highly
polished	fields	(backgrounds)	that	create	a	mirrored	effect,	although	proofing	techniques	have	varied	over	time.Proof	Lincoln	penny.	The	highly	reflective	fields	appear	almost	black	in	photographs.Originally,	proofs	were	made	by	mints	in	small	quantities	as	show	pieces	for	government	officials.	Lawmakers	would	be	allowed	to	inspect	the	new	coin
designs	prior	to	their	release	to	the	public.Today,	government	mints	make	proof	coins	specifically	as	collectibles.	Proofs	normally	have	lower	mintage	totals	than	their	non-proof	counterparts.	They	are	sold	to	coin	collectors	and	coin	dealers	at	a	significant	mark-up.The	Different	Types	of	Proof	CoinsOver	time,	the	minting	techniques	used	to	create	the
distinctive	devices	on	proof	coins	have	occasionally	changed.	In	the	early	20th	century,	the	U.S.	Mint	made	proofs	with	a	matte	or	sandblast	finish.	Although	they	could	be	visually	distinguished	from	coins	made	for	circulation,	most	observers	dont	find	their	appearance	as	striking	as	modern	mirrored	proofs.The	selection	of	special	finishes	offered	by
todays	mints	has	been	expanded.	These	now	include	coins	with	reverse	proof	and	enhanced	uncirculated	finishes,	although	these	may	not	be	offered	every	year	the	way	traditional	proof	coins	are.The	reverse	proof	American	Silver	Eagle	was	first	introduced	as	a	collectible	in	2006.Like	the	name	sounds,	the	reverse	proof	finish	has	the	opposite	effect
of	a	regular	proof:	the	raised	devices	(relief)	are	mirrored,	while	the	rest	of	the	coin	has	a	frosted	appearance.	In	both	cases,	the	frosted	elements	and	mirrored	elements	create	an	eye-appealing	contrast	to	one	another.Proof	Coins	vs.	Regular	CoinsProof	coins	are	made	specifically	for	coin	collectors.	Regular	coins	made	for	circulation	(i.e.	circulating
coins)	can	also	become	collectible,	but	that's	not	their	original	intention.	With	proofs,	the	intention	from	the	beginning	is	for	the	coins	to	be	saved	in	collections.	This	also	distinguishes	proof	coins	from	bullion	coins,	which	are	sold	for	investment	purposes.	Proof	coins	may	be	made	of	gold	and	silver,	but	bullion	coins	are	bought	specifically	for	their
precious	metal	content.	A	bullion	coin	is	rarely	considered	a	collectible.So	how	do	you	tell	a	proof	coin	from	a	regular	circulated	coin?	The	easiest	way	to	distinguish	a	proof	coin	from	a	normal	coin	is	its	appearance.	The	highly	reflective	field	has	a	mirror-like	quality	that	clearly	stands	out.	You	can	usually	tell	a	proof	coin	apart	visually	from	a	regular
coin	that	happens	to	be	very	shiny.It's	also	worth	discussing	the	difference	between	proof	coins	and	uncirculated	coins.	The	latter	are	also	generally	intended	as	collectibles.	However,	uncirculated	coins	will	not	have	the	same	mirrored	background	that	proofs	do.	This	is	the	clearest	visual	difference.Proof	Sets	vs.	Mint	SetsEach	year,	most	government
mints	release	proof	sets	of	coins.	These	sets	include	one	coin	of	each	denomination	with	a	proof	finish.	They	are	sold	in	special	packaging	and	make	popular	gifts	for	coin	collectors.	In	addition,	the	mint	may	also	release	a	"mint	set"	that	includes	all	of	the	same	coins	with	an	uncirculated	finish.Proof	set	values	tend	to	be	rather	modest.	Depending	on
the	set	of	coins,	prices	for	sets	from	the	U.S.	Mint	can	range	from	$35	to	well	over	$100.	The	higher	prices	are	usually	reserved	for	annual	silver	proof	sets,	where	each	coin	is	struck	from	silver.	Unfortunately,	on	the	secondary	market,	a	proof	set	from	a	given	year	may	only	garner	$5	to	$10.Buying	and	Collecting	Proof	CoinsLike	all	collectible	coins,
proofs	are	always	meant	to	be	kept	in	mint	state.	By	virtue	of	their	special	finish,	they	are	very	susceptible	to	environmental	damage	if	handled	improperly.	Any	proof	that	is	certified	below	a	grade	of	60	is	considered	impaired.	(Abbreviations	of	PR-60	or	PF-60	are	used	as	the	equivalent	of	the	MS	abbreviation	for	normal	mint-state	coins.)Sometimes
you	will	find	a	proof	coin	mistakenly	spent	as	money	and	returned	as	change.	(I	personally	have	experienced	this	at	the	grocery	store	on	one	occasion!)	This	also	means,	however,	that	the	coin	has	been	touched	and	circulated,	which	will	almost	invariably	cause	distracting	damage	to	the	coin,	such	as	scratches,	which	will	greatly	reduce	its	value.
Sadly,	an	ugly	proof	coin	becomes	almost	worthless	from	a	collectible	perspective.If	you'd	like	to	buy	proof	coins,	follow	the	link	below	to	browse	our	available	inventory:Shop	for	Proof	Coins	at	Gainesville	CoinsFrequently	Asked	Questions	About	Proof	CoinsWhat	is	the	difference	between	proof	coins	and	mint	coins?Mint	coinsbetter	known	as
uncirculated	coins	or	business	strike	coinsare	made	for	public	circulation,	while	proof	coins	are	not.	Rather	than	being	distributed	to	banks,	proofs	are	often	sold	directly	by	the	government	mint	in	proof	coin	sets.	Many	commemorative	coins	made	for	collectors	will	come	in	both	proof	and	uncirculated	versions.Proof	coins	also	go	through	a	special
minting	process	that	is	not	conducive	to	the	mass	minting	techniques	used	for	circulating	coins.	The	proofing	process	involves	using	highly	polished	dies	and	coin	blanks	to	create	a	mirror-like	finish	on	the	fields	of	the	coins.	The	sharper	details	of	proofs	are	created	by	multiple	strikes	from	the	coin	press,	whereas	regular	coins	are	only	struck	once.Is
it	better	to	buy	a	proof	coin	or	uncirculated	coin?Choosing	between	proof	coins	or	uncirculated	coins	is	entirely	up	to	you	and	your	personal	preferences.	If	you	want	a	coin	with	a	much	shinier	finish,	go	with	a	proof.	Bear	in	mind	that	most	collectors	gravitate	towards	proof	coins,	so	as	a	result	their	uncirculated	counterparts	will	sometimes	end	up
with	lower	mintage	totals	and	thus	become	more	valuable	as	collectibles	down	the	road.Can	a	proof	coin	be	circulated?Proof	coinage	is	not	intended	to	be	circulated.	Instead,	they	are	minted	specifically	for	collecting	and	are	sold	at	much	higher	prices.	However,	on	occasion	it	certainly	happens	that	a	proof	coin	will	mistakenly	end	up	in	circulation.
This	invariably	leaves	the	coin	in	a	lower	grade	and	impairs	its	collectible	value.Can	you	touch	a	proof	coin?It	is	not	recommended.	Due	to	their	highly	reflective	fields,	proof	coins	are	more	susceptible	to	showing	fingerprints,	smudges,	and	scratches	than	normal	coins.	You	should	keep	proof	coins	in	a	protective	capsule.	If	you	must	handle	them,	use
cotton	gloves	and	hold	the	coin	by	its	edge.Read	more	about	the	different	types	of	coins	from	the	expert	authors	at	Gainesville	Coins:What	Are	Brilliant	Uncirculated	Coins?	Beginner's	GuideWhat	Are	Gem	Coins?	Understanding	Quality,	Rarity,	and	ValueWhat	Are	Uncirculated	Coins?	Guide	to	Condition	and	ValueHow	to	Collect	Coins	for	Beginners:
Coin	Collecting	101Numismatics	Guide:	Discover	the	Thrill	of	Coin	Collecting	Proof	sets	from	1936	to	1955	came	in	square	boxes	and	stapled	in	cello,	this	cello	often	toned	the	coins.	The	half	dollar,	quarter,	and	dime	consist	of	90%	silver	and	all	other	coins	are	non-silver.	One	exception	is	in	1942,	some	sets	came	with	a	35%	silver	Jefferson	Nickel.	In
1955	the	proof	sets	came	in	boxes	and	flat	packs	with	orange/brown	envelopes.	NO	proof	sets	issued	from	1943	to	1949.1955	to	1964	Silver	Proof	SetsThe	half	dollar,	quarter,	and	dime	consist	of	90%	silver	and	all	other	coins	are	not	silver.	These	sets	came	in	an	orange	envelopes	and	housed	in	cello	packs.1965	to	1967	SMS	Set	With	40%	Kennedy
Half	DollarNo	proof	sets	issued	from	1965	to	1967	and	only	the	Kennedy	Half	were	clad	in	40%	silver,	all	other	coins	are	non-silver.	1965	SMS	sets,	or	Special	Mint	Sets,	came	in	a	white	envelope,	flat	pack,	and	the	1966	through	1967	came	in	a	rectangular	blue	box	and	a	snap-shut,	plastic	holder.	Coins	can	easily	be	removed	from	the	1966-1967	sets
and	some	sets	have	been	placed	1965	sets	inside	these	snap-shut	cases,	then	sold,	but	1965	SMS	sets	where	never	issued	in	hard	plastic	cases.1968	to	1970	Silver	Proof	Sets1968	saw	the	return	of	proof	sets	and	from	1968	to	1970	they	came	in	blue	boxes	and	contained	a	40%	clad,	Kennedy	Half	Dollar.	All	other	coins	are	non-silver.1971	to	1972	Clad
Proof	Sets1971	and	1972	proof	sets	came	in	blue	boxes	but	all	coins	are	non-silver	and	it	is	called	a	clad	set	even	though	the	nickel	and	cent	are	solid	mixed	alloys.1973	to	1982	Clad	Proof	Sets1973	to	1982	clad	proof	sets	didnt	have	any	silver	coins,	they	came	in	a	black	box	and	in	addition	they	included	a	Eisenhower	Dollar	until	1978,	then	from	1979
to	1981	they	contained	a	proof	Susan	B.	Anthony	Dollar,	but	in	1982	they	contained	a	US	Treasury	Medal	instead	of	the	SBA	dollar.In	1976,	to	celebrate	Americas	Bicentennial	the	US	Mint	released	a	40%	silver	proof	set	and	mint	set,	these	sets	contained	a	Eisenhower	Dollar,	Kennedy	Half	Dollar	and	Washington	Quarter.	The	proof	sets	came	in	a
special	box,	with	Styrofoam	and	a	folding	blue	case	to	house	the	coins	in	air-tites.	The	1976	mint	set	version	came	in	a	solid,	red	envelope	or	a	red	and	white	envelope.	See	images	below.1983	to	1991	Clad	Proof	Sets1983	saw	the	return	to	a	blue	box	and	in	1984	to	1991	the	boxes	are	purple.	All	coins	are	non-silver	and	the	nickel	and	penny	are	a	solid
alloy,	non-silver	mixture.1992	to	1998	Proof	SetsFrom	1992	to	1998	the	US	Mint	released	clad	proof	sets	and	silver	proof	sets,	the	silver	proof	sets	came	in	a	black	box	and	the	clad	sets	came	in	a	green	box.	The	silver	proof	sets	in	the	black	box	came	with	a	90%	silver	Kennedy	Half	Dollar,	Washington	Quarter	and	Roosevelt	Dime,	all	other	coins	are
non-silver.	The	clad	sets	in	the	green	box	are	all	non-silver.In	addition	the	US	Mint	released	silver	Premier	proof	sets	that	came	in	a	larger	black	box	and	a	hinged	display	case,	and	contained	the	same	silver	and	non-silver	coins	as	the	regular	black	box	silver	sets.1999	to	2009	Proof	SetsProof	sets	from	1999	to	2008	came	in	silver	and	clad	versions.
Silver	proof	sets	were	packed	in	red	boxes	while	clad	sets	were	packed	in	blue	boxes.	Both	versions	contained	5	State	Quarters,	then	in	2007	and	2008	they	included	the	Presidential	Dollars.	The	red	boxed	silver	sets	contain	90%	silver	issues	of	the	Kennedy	Half	Dollar,	State	Quarters,	and	Roosevelt	Dime.2010	Proof	SetIn	2010	the	sets	came	in	90%
silver	with	a	red	and	white	box	and	the	clad	sets	came	in	a	blue	and	white	box.	Also	2010	saw	the	end	of	the	State	Quarter	series	as	this	set	contained	the	Commonwealth	and	Territories	Quarters.	As	with	the	1999	to	2009	sets	the	quarters,	half	dollar	and	dime	are	90%	silver	alloy.2011	to	2021	Proof	SetsProof	sets	from	2011	to	2021	saw	some	box
design	changes	beginning	with	the	silver	sets	released	in	a	mostly	black	box	with	a	silver	color	side	stripe	and	the	clad	in	a	black	box	with	a	brown	side	stripe.	Also,	these	sets	contained	the	new	series	of	quarters	called	American	the	Beautiful	or	ATB	and	they	came	in	silver	and	clad	versions.	The	silver	sets	contained	90%	silver	quarters,	Kennedy
Half	Dollar	and	Roosevelt	Dime,	but	in	2018	the	silver	alloy	was	change	to	.999	silver	for	these	same	denominations.In	2013	the	Mint	changed	the	box	design	a	final	time	with	an	image	of	the	Washington	Monument	at	Sunrise	giving	the	box	a	white-orange	appearance	and	the	clad	coins	are	housed	in	an	holder	with	a	orange	or	brownish	insert	.	The
silver	version	is	the	Washington	Monument	at	Sunset	and	all	silver	coins	are	housed	in	a	holder	with	a	black	insert.In	2016	was	the	end	of	the	Presidential	Dollar	program	because	only	deceased	Presidents	are	allowed	on	these	coins,	but	in	2020	a	George	H.W	Bush	Presidential	Dollar	coin	was	issued	to	honor	our	41st	President	after	his	death	in
2018.Special	Issues2017	saw	the	release	of	a	225th	US	Mint	Anniversary,	enhanced	uncirculated	set	with	a	mintage	of	only	225,000	but	all	coins	are	non-silver	or	mostly	clad.2018	saw	the	release	of	a	50th	Anniversary	of	the	San	Francisco	Mints	first	proof	coin	issue	with	a	mintage	of	only	200,000.	The	coins	had	a	special	reverse	proof	finish	and
contained	the	.999	silver	Kennedy	Half	Dollar,	ABT	quarters	and	Roosevelt	Dime,	all	other	coins	are	non-silver.In	the	years	1983,	1984,	1986,	1987,	1988,	1989,	1990,	1991,	1992,	1993,	1994,	1995,	1996	and	1997	the	US	Mint	issued	Prestige	Proof	Sets	that	contained	clad	coins	but	with	the	addition	of	a	different	Commemorative	90%	Silver	Dollar	for
each	year.	See	image	below.Beginning	in	2012,	and	up	to	the	present,	the	US	Mint	released	a	Limited	Edition	Proof	set	that	contained	the	silver	Kennedy	Half	Dollars,	silver	ABT	quarters	with	the	addition	of	a	.999	American	Silver	Eagle.	These	sets	come	in	large,	square	boxes.	See	image	below.	Page	2	No	Sales	Tax	For	Out	Of	State	Residence	Return
to	shop	Page	3	No	Sales	Tax	For	Out	Of	State	Residence	Return	to	shop	Page	4	Many	of	those	who	became	interested	in	numismatics	heard	about	the	proof	coin,	but	don't	quite	understand	the	concept.	Ever	since	coin	collecting	became	an	academic	discipline,	people	noticed	that	there	were	some	coins	that	are	of	more	quality	than	the	others.	So,
what	is	a	proof	coin?	It	is	not	a	special	issue,	nor	is	it	a	measure	by	which	we	grade	a	coin.	No,	coin	proof	is	a	coin	made	using	a	special	method	of	strucking	-	proofing.	We'll	get	to	that	in	this	article,	but	we'll	also	help	you	differentiate	between	several	types	of	coins.	We'll	answer	some	coin-related	questions	that	even	some	coin	collectors	don't	know
the	answers	to.	What	Is	a	Proof	Coin?	Proof	coin	is	a	special	coin,	made	using	a	proofing	method,	and	is	considered	the	finest	type	of	coinage.	That	method	of	minting	creates	something	called	cameo	contrast,	which	actually	gives	the	coin	its	value.	Let's	start	from	the	beginning.	The	question	of	what	is	a	proof	coin	is	easiest	to	answer	by	explaining	a
coin	creation	process.	Before	they	become	coins,	they	are	planchets	-	unstruck,	round,	and	flat	pieces	of	metal.	Moreover,	not	every	planchet	is	good	enough	to	go	under	proofing,	it	has	to	meet	high-quality	standards,	and	then	be	specially	prepared.	After	a	selected	planchet	has	gone	under	special	cleaning	and	polishing	it	is	time	to	struck	it.
Strucking	a	coin	means	putting	it	in	a	coin	press	and,	by	using	a	special	die,	creating	the	coin	devices	-	the	design	and	the	negative	space	(or	fields).	Coin	struck	raises	or	incuses	designs,	and	leaves	the	fields	flat.	This	is	universal	for	all	coins.	However,	proof	coins	are	made	in	a	way	to	create	a	cameo	effect	-	the	designs	are	frosted	and	the	fields	are
highly	reflective.	The	contrast	between	the	two	parts	of	one	coin	is	what	helps	the	professionals	grade	and	recognize	the	proof	coin.	Ready	to	sell?	Are	you	ready	to	sell	your	currency?	Stop	waiting	and	request	a	Shipping	Kit.	We	will	provide	everything	you	need	to	ship	and	receive	funds	for	currencies	you	own.REQUEST	YOUR	SHIPPING	KIT	History
of	Proofing	You	might	still	have	questions:	what	is	a	proof	coin,	how	and	where	did	it	come	about,	and	how	does	it	differ	from	other	coins?	That's	alright,	we	are	just	getting	started	detangling	this	intricate	part	of	numismatics.	Coin	collecting	was	considered	the	king's	hobby,	as	it	was	mainly	the	wealthy	people	who	participated	in	it.	In	fact,	although
coin	collecting	has	been	around	for	thousands	of	years,	it	became	what	it	is	today	in	the	19th	century.	Proofing,	however,	dates	back	even	before	that.	The	machinist	of	the	US	Mint	Adam	Eckfeldt	worked	on	preparing	and	strucking	coins	in	the	18th	century.	He	was	making	sure	that	each	planchet	was	perfectly	polished,	and	prepared	the	die,	so	the
coins	looked	ideal.	However,	the	press	was	able	to	make	ideal	coins	only	the	first	few	times.	This	brought	Eckfeldt	to	decide	only	to	take	special	care	of	the	first	issues	of	each	coin.	These	issues	were	kept	by	collectors	or	given	to	politicians	and	other	special	guests	of	the	US	Mint.	Although	it	was	not	called	that	at	the	time,	this	is	the	real	origin	of
proofing.	Today,	the	US	Mint	issues	proof	coins	for	collectors	each	year.	Some	of	them	are	special	sets,	but	some	are	just	proofed	versions	of	regular	coins.	What	Types	of	Coins	Are	There?	The	United	States	Mint	issues	four	types	of	coins,	but	as	you	might	guess,	not	all	of	them	are	collector's	items.	There	are	bullion	coins,	circulated	and	uncirculated
coins,	and	proof	coins.	Now	that	we	know	the	answer	to	the	what	is	a	proof	coin	question,	let's	get	familiar	with	other	types	so	that	we	can	understand	the	differences.	Bullion	coins	are	created	from	precious	metals,	and	their	worth	is	based	on	that	metal's	worth.	Bullion	coins	don't	undergo	any	special	polishing,	and	they	don't	have	the	cameo	effect.
In	fact,	they	are	created	using	the	standard	coin-strucking	procedure.	Uncirculated	coins	are	issued	not	to	be	used	in	day-to-day	life	but	as	commemorative	coins	or	special	editions.	They	are	produced	much	quicker	than	proofs,	but	much	slower	than	bullion,	so	their	collectible	worth	stands	between	these	two	types.	This	type	of	coin	is	rare,	as	they
never	go	into	circulation	and	are	made	using	a	special	method	called	burnishing,	resulting	in	a	finish	that	offers	protection	and	has	a	soft	matte	look.	One	of	the	most	popular	uncirculated	coins	is	the	American	Eagle	silver	coin.	Circulated	coins	are	what	all	of	us	use	in	our	everyday	lives,	as	they	are	struck	for	daily	commerce.	Pennies,	nickels,	dimes,
all	those	coins	that	you	can	find	in	your	pocket	are	worth	however	much	it	is	stated	in	their	design.	For	example,	one	circulated	penny	is	worth	one-hundredth	part	of	a	dollar.	And	lastly,	what	is	a	proof	coin,	and	how	does	it	differ	from	the	rest?	Technically,	each	of	these	abovementioned	types	of	coinage	can	be	proofed.	And	that's	when	they	become
proof	coins.	Collectors	value	proof	coins	the	most	out	of	all	coin	types,	because	of	their	shine	and	reflectiveness.	What	Is	a	Reverse	Proof	Coin?	Besides	the	four	main	types	of	coins,	there	are	more	special	collectors	coinage.	Reverse-proof	coins	are,	just	like	their	name	suggests,	created	with	the	inversion	of	design	and	field.	Plain	and	simple,	the
cameo	effect	is	reversed	-	the	device	is	mirrored,	while	the	field	is	frosted.	The	US	Mint	first	struck	reverse	coins	in	2006,	creating	Eagle	Reverse	Proof	Sets	in	gold	and	silver	for	the	20th	anniversary	of	those	two	issues.	What	is	a	Proof	Coin	Set?	Going	back	to	the	19th	century,	it	was	then	when	the	US	Mint	recognized	proofing	as	a	method.	Thats
when	they	started	not	only	issuing	collectors	coins	but	also	creating	coinage	sets	struck	from	different	metals,	both	precious	and	minor.	Today,	proof	sets	are	issued	as	proofed	examples	of	each	coin	released	for	circulation.	The	US	Mint	Proof	Set	is	struck	from	the	same	metals	as	their	circulated	counterparts	and	is	issued	annually.	There	are	other
sets,	which	are	struck	in	silver	or	gold.	Silver	Proof	Sets	include	coins	struck	in	both	base	metals	and	.999	fine	silver.	On	the	other	hand,	Gold	Eagle	Proof	Set	coins	are	all	struck	in	gold.	How	to	Know	You	Have	a	Proof	Coin	in	Your	Hands?	If	you	find	yourself	in	possession	of	a	proof	coin,	you	will	know	by	the	brilliance	and	the	shine	of	the	field,	which
is	in	contrast	with	the	design	on	the	coin.	Grading	companies	grade	proof	on	the	Sheldon	scale,	and	they	grade	them	in	Proofs	and	not	as	Mint	State.	There	are	eleven	grades	for	proofs	ranging	from	60	to	70.	Proof	coins	with	the	highest	grade	appear	perfect	under	the	5x	magnification,	and	their	fields	are	completely	mirrored.	The	lower	the	grade	the
less	mirrored	field	it	is.	Can	I	Get	Proof	Coins	From	Other	Countries?	Coin	collecting	is	an	academic	discipline	as	well	as	an	industry,	and	in	todays	day	and	age,	that	means	that	you	can	find	coins	on	the	global	market.	However,	this	might	not	be	as	easy	for	all	coins,	because	some	of	them	are	very	rare.	What	you	can	do,	especially	if	you	are	a
beginner,	is	to	buy	foreign	currency	and	keep	it	until	it	becomes	a	collectible.	Of	course,	not	all	currencies	are	going	to	become	valuable	in	time,	but	a	quick	Google	search	and	you	can	find	the	predictions	for	different	exotic	currencies.	Fortunately,	we	at	US	First	Exchange	offer	various	exotic	currencies	and	are	ready	to	deliver	them	to	your	doorstep
in	just	a	few	days.	Contact	us	and	see	it	for	yourself.	Ready	to	buy?	Are	you	ready	to	buy	your	currency?	Stop	waiting	and	request	a	Shipping	Kit.	We	will	provide	everything	you	need	to	ship	and	receive	funds	for	currencies	you	own.REQUEST	YOUR	SHIPPING	KIT	Share	copy	and	redistribute	the	material	in	any	medium	or	format	for	any	purpose,
even	commercially.	Adapt	remix,	transform,	and	build	upon	the	material	for	any	purpose,	even	commercially.	The	licensor	cannot	revoke	these	freedoms	as	long	as	you	follow	the	license	terms.	Attribution	You	must	give	appropriate	credit	,	provide	a	link	to	the	license,	and	indicate	if	changes	were	made	.	You	may	do	so	in	any	reasonable	manner,	but
not	in	any	way	that	suggests	the	licensor	endorses	you	or	your	use.	ShareAlike	If	you	remix,	transform,	or	build	upon	the	material,	you	must	distribute	your	contributions	under	the	same	license	as	the	original.	No	additional	restrictions	You	may	not	apply	legal	terms	or	technological	measures	that	legally	restrict	others	from	doing	anything	the	license
permits.	You	do	not	have	to	comply	with	the	license	for	elements	of	the	material	in	the	public	domain	or	where	your	use	is	permitted	by	an	applicable	exception	or	limitation	.	No	warranties	are	given.	The	license	may	not	give	you	all	of	the	permissions	necessary	for	your	intended	use.	For	example,	other	rights	such	as	publicity,	privacy,	or	moral	rights
may	limit	how	you	use	the	material.	
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