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1. Paint Mind Pictures 2. Clarify Ideas 3. Invoke Emotions 4. Add Emphasis 5. Add Rhythm or Musicality 6. Control Flow 7. Hyperbole 8. Alliteration 9. Assonance 10. Personification 11. Onomatopoeia 12. Similes 13. Metaphors 14. Analogies 15. Oxymorons 16. Idioms 17. Proverbs 18. Jargon 19. Sarcasm 20. Irony 21. Symbolism 22. Foreshadowing
23. Imagery 24. Simile 25. Hyperbole 26. Rhetorical Devices 27. Onomatopoeic Words 28. Repetition 29. Anaphora buzzed from bud to bud. The sausages sizzled in the pan. Matt gurgled the salt water. (6) alliteration Alliteration is when you repeat a same initial consonant sound in multiple words that are close together, used to make writing more
rhythmic or memorable. For example: The bushes were bursting with berries. Don't gut your golden goose! In Howth, the wild westerly winds ravage the coast. Here are advanced writing techniques: anastrophe (7), assonance (8), consonance (9), diction (10), emotive language (11), ethos (12). Analogies and other literary devices are used to convey
meaning in a creative way. Euphemisms, for instance, replace harsh words with more pleasant ones to address sensitive topics tactfully. For example, saying "Your budgie has been put to sleep" instead of "The vet killed your budgie." This technique is often employed when discussing difficult subjects. To extend sentences and add variety, writers can
use different punctuation marks such as colons, semicolons, ellipses, or dashes. A colon can be used to provide additional information about a subject, like saying "He blamed his divorce on one thing: beer," which implies that beer was the primary cause of the divorce. Semicolons are employed when a smoother transition is desired between two
related but distinct ideas, as seen in "The pilot was worried; the elevators were packed with ice." Hyperbole involves making exaggerated claims to emphasize a point or add comedic effect. For example, saying "Your mum is going to have a fit when she sees that tattoo" implies that the mother's reaction will be extreme and over-the-top. Logosglyphs
are words that resemble their meanings, such as the word "bed" looking like an actual bed. Metonyms replace closely related terms with more specific ones, making writing more engaging and showing trust in readers' understanding. An example of this is saying "The top brass will disagree," which refers to high-ranking officers rather than just any
group of people. Oxymorons combine contradictory terms to create thought-provoking expressions that can be used for humor or irony. Parenthetical punctuation includes commas, dashes, and brackets used in pairs to add clarifications, explanations, or extra information into a sentence. For instance, saying "Mrs Allan, 64 at the time, rang the police
immediately" adds additional context about Mrs Allan's age when she made the call. A motorized skateboard is a personal transportation device that has gained popularity in recent years. The choice between using parentheses or brackets as parenthetical punctuation depends on personal preference, but each has its advantages and disadvantages.
For example, when discussing the best city for cycling, Milton Keynes stands out with its extensive network of cycle paths. Because Sarah's experience with filing systems is unmatched among her colleagues, she will be in charge next week. Writers often employ various literary devices to engage their audience, including the use of point of view
(POV). There are three main types: first person, second person, and third person. Authors may also utilize repetition to emphasize key points or create a sense of rhythm. For instance, Winston Churchill's famous speech features anaphora, while Orange's slogan uses repetition to convey its message. Moreover, writers sometimes employ commoratio,
the repetition of ideas in different words to drive home their point. This technique can be seen in Charles Dickens' novel and a catchy advertising jingle. Some devices for emphasis in writing include repetition, which repeats a word or phrase at the end of successive clauses or sentences, making it more memorable, like "See no evil, hear no evil,
speak no evil." Another technique is using sentence fragments, groups of words that look like sentences but lack a subject and verb, used to impart information quickly or for emphasis. Staccato sentences are short, full sentences written back to back for effect, often combined with sentence fragments for high reading speed. Tmesis involves inserting
pauses, words, or phrases into other words, adding emphasis through techniques like "un-be-lievable." Zeugma joins a single word with two parts of a sentence, using the shared word in literal and figurative senses to entertain or inspire deeper thinking. Sentence structure includes simple, complex, compound, and others, each serving different
purposes in writing. Shakespeare once said, "slip the dogs of war." A complex sentence has at least two independent clauses and one or more dependent clauses. For instance: "When a dog bites a man, that's not news because it happens often, but if a man bites a dog, it's news." Most writers mix sentence structures to keep readers engaged, as too
much repetition can make text seem dull. Short sentences create pace or surprise and highlight important details, while longer ones help explain complex ideas. Here are 15 terms related to meaning and structure: anagrams, antonyms, archaisms, clichés, colloquialisms, idioms, and others that describe word meanings or categorize texts. These
aren't writing techniques but essential knowledge for creative writers. Irony is when reality differs from expectations. There are three types: Verbal irony occurs when the intended message contradicts the words' meaning, as seen in sarcasm. Dramatic irony happens when the audience knows something others do not. Situational irony occurs when an
event appears to mock its circumstances. Let's examine the word "hyphenated" and "non-hyphenated". The neologism "neologisms" refers to newly coined words or expressions entering common use. Neologisms can be useful in humour or modern portrayals, but may not be familiar to all readers. Palindrome words, phrases, or numbers read the same
way forwards and backwards for fun or challenge. Palindromes have no obvious appeal in literary writing. A paradox is a statement that contradicts itself but might convey hidden truth. Paradoxical statements like "My nose will grow" can be puzzling. Portmanteau words are created by blending parts of two or more other words' meanings and
spellings. Examples include "brunch", "smog", and "spork". Prose is standard written language with structured sentences and paragraphs, without specific rhythmic patterns. Satire uses comedy, sarcasm, irony, or exaggeration to expose flaws in individuals, institutions, or groups. A paragraph is a distinct section of writing, typically focusing on one
idea. It usually starts on a new line and might be indented or numbered. In print, long texts without breaks can appear dull, while digital screens make it even more daunting. Therefore, breaking up text into smaller sections keeps readers engaged. Tautology refers to the unnecessary repetition of an idea. To reduce word count and demonstrate
clarity, eliminate redundant words. Here's a tip: Give me advance warning for free! That's an added bonus! You might also like... Help us improve this page! Use #gm to find us quicker or create a QR code for any page. Before diving into literary devices, it's essential to understand what they are and why knowing them is crucial. Literary devices are
techniques used to create a specific effect, convey information, or help readers grasp the author's message. Authors often employ these devices for emphasis, clarity, or to connect readers with their writing. Knowing literary devices can improve your understanding of written works and even aid in analysis homework. Literary devices are crucial
elements that enhance the interest and enjoyment of texts, making them more engaging for readers. Without knowledge of these techniques, it can be challenging to uncover the layers of meaning embedded in a story through various literary devices. Here is a list of essential literary elements to know: 1. Allegory: A narrative used to convey a general
message about real-life issues and events, often found in entire books or plays. Example: George Orwell's Animal Farm serves as an allegory for the Russian Revolution and Stalinist era. 2. Alliteration: The repetition of words starting with the same sound, often seen in poetry, titles, and tongue twisters. Example: "Peter Piper picked a peck of pickled
peppers." 3. Allusion: An indirect reference to outside figures, places, events, or ideas, commonly found in literature and art. Example: The phrase "not like you're Einstein" is an allusion to the famous physicist Albert Einstein. 4. Anachronism: An intentional error in chronology, where a character or event appears at a different time period than when
they actually lived. Example: A Renaissance king saying "that's dope, dude" would be an anachronism due to modern language usage. 5. Anaphora: The repetition of words or phrases at the beginning of multiple sentences to emphasize and evoke emotions in the audience. Example: Winston Churchill's famous speech "We Shall Fight on the Beaches"
utilizes anaphora for emphasis. He repeats the phrase “we shall fight” while listing multiple locations where the British army will continue battling during WWII, aiming to boost morale among troops and civilians alike. Anthropomorphism refers to attributing human characteristics to nonhuman entities, such as objects or animals. In children's
cartoons, anthropomorphism is evident in characters like Mickey Mouse, who behaves more like a human than a mouse. Asyndeton involves omitting conjunctions to emphasize the meaning of a phrase or sentence, often used in speeches for their powerful rhythm. Colloquialisms use informal language and slang to create a sense of realism in writing.
Examples include words and phrases not commonly found in formal speech, like “gonna” and “ain't.” An epigraph is a quote or passage inserted at the beginning of a text, often by a different author, to introduce overarching themes. Epistrophe involves repeating a word or phrase at the end of successive statements to evoke an emotional response.
Euphemisms replace harsh words with milder alternatives, such as saying someone “didn’t make it” instead of using more direct language. Flashbacks interrupt the narrative to depict past events that relate to the present story. The narrative device known as flashback often used by authors to provide background information on characters, events, or
plot points is described in the text. This technique involves describing events that have already occurred either before the present time or during a conversation between characters within the story. The novel "Wuthering Heights" by Emily Bronté is cited as an example of this device. Foreshadowing, another narrative device, is mentioned as a way
authors hint at future events through subtle clues such as dialogue, description, or character actions. This technique is often used to introduce tension in the story and give readers a sense of anticipation. Additionally, the text touches on the concept of hyperbole, which involves making exaggerated statements for comedic effect or emphasis. Authors
use this device to convey strong emotions or reactions without being taken literally. Imagery is also discussed as a literary technique where authors describe scenes or ideas to engage the reader's senses and create vivid mental pictures. The poem "I Wandered Lonely as a Cloud" by William Wordsworth is used as an example of effective imagery. The
text concludes with a discussion on irony, which involves statements expressing opposite meanings than their literal interpretations. There are three types: verbal irony (saying something but meaning the opposite), situational irony (events happening differently than expected), and dramatic irony (audience aware of true intentions or outcomes while
characters are not). Examples from literature include Edgar Allan Poe's "The Cask of Amontillado" and a situation where a girl realizes it's Saturday and there is no school after rushing to get to an empty classroom. Given text: In William Shakespeare's Romeo and Juliet, Romeo commits suicide in order to be with Juliet; however, the audience (unlike
poor Romeo) knows that Juliet is not actually dead—just asleep. Poe was a fan of irony—and ravens. Juxtaposition Juxtaposition is the comparing and contrasting of two or more different ideas, characters, objects, etc. This literary device is often used to help create a clearer picture of the characteristics of one object or idea by comparing it with those
of another. Example: One of the most famous literary examples of juxtaposition is the opening passage from Charles Dickens' novel A Tale of Two Cities: "It was the best of times, it was the worst of times, it was the age of wisdom, it was the age of foolishness, it was the epoch of belief, it was the epoch of incredulity, it was the season of Light, it was
the season of Darkness, it was the spring of hope, it was the winter of despair ..." Malapropism Malapropism happens when an incorrect word is used in place of a word that has a similar sound. This misuse of the word typically results in a statement that is both nonsensical and humorous; as a result, this device is commonly used in comedic writing.
Example: "I just can't wait to dance the flamingo!" Metaphor/Simile Metaphors are when ideas, actions, or objects are described in non-literal terms. It's when an author compares one thing to another. The two things being described usually share something in common but are unlike in all other respects. A simile is a type of metaphor in which an
object, idea, character, action, etc., is compared to another thing using the words "as" or "like." Both metaphors and similes are often used in writing for clarity or emphasis. Examples: "What light through yonder window breaks? It is the east, and Juliet is the sun." In this line from Romeo and Juliet, Romeo compares Juliet to the sun. "She is as vicious
as a lion." Since this statement uses the word "as" to make a comparison between "she" and "a lion," it is a simile. Metonym A metonym is when a related word or phrase is substituted for the actual thing to which it's referring. This device is usually used for poetic or rhetorical effect. Example: "The pen is mightier than the sword." This statement,
which was coined by Edward Bulwer-Lytton in 1839, contains two examples of metonymy: "the pen" refers to "the written word," and "the sword" refers to "military force/violence." Mood The mood is the general feeling the writer wants the audience to have. The writer can achieve this through description, setting, dialogue, and word choice. Example:
Here's a passage from J.R.R. Tolkien's The Hobbit: "It had a perfectly round door like a porthole, painted green, with a shiny yellow brass knob in the exact middle. The door opened on to a tube-shaped hall like a tunnel: a very comfortable tunnel without smoke, with panelled walls, and floors tiled and carpeted, provided with polished chairs, and lots
and lots of pegs for hats and coats -- the The use of descriptive language in Tolkien's writing creates a cozy atmosphere in his passages, conveying a sense of comfort and well-being. The hobbit's home is depicted as being meticulously cared for, with a focus on providing a warm and welcoming environment. Literary devices such as onomatopoeia,
oxymoron, paradox, personification, repetition, satire, and soliloquy are all employed to add depth and complexity to Tolkien's work. Onomatopoeia is used to create vivid sensory experiences, while oxymorons highlight contradictions and tensions. Paradoxes, such as the Penrose stairs, challenge readers' assumptions and encourage critical thinking.
Personification is used to imbue non-human elements with human-like qualities, making them more relatable and engaging. Repetition is often employed for emphasis or rhythmic effect, while satire critiques societal norms and behaviors. Soliloquies provide insight into characters' inner thoughts and emotions, adding layers of depth to the narrative.
Through the judicious use of these literary devices, Tolkien crafts a rich and immersive world that invites readers to engage with his story on multiple levels. She talks to herself out loud, unaware that Romeo is listening. Symbolism is a literary device where an object or idea represents something beyond its literal meaning, often conveying a deeper
message. Symbols appear multiple times in a text and may change in meaning as the plot unfolds. For example, in The Great Gatsby, the green light symbolizes Gatsby's hopes and dreams. Synecdoche is another device where part of something represents the whole or vice versa. Tone refers to the writer's attitude towards a subject, which may differ
from the mood they intend to evoke. To analyze literary devices, it's essential to read closely, memorize common literary terms, and consider the author's intended audience. By doing so, you can identify and interpret various literary techniques, such as symbolism, synecdoche, and tone, to gain a deeper understanding of the text. Take notes as you
read and bookmark key passages and pages to analyze literary devices effectively. Consider child-appropriate techniques like repetition and alliteration in children's books. Use note-taking methods such as circling keywords, starring important passages, and using sticky notes to highlight notable literary elements.
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