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Marki	Williams/NYT	WirecutterSabine	Heinlein	has	been	a	journalist	for	over	two	decades.	She’s	tested	dozens	of	floor-care	machines.	With	a	menagerie	of	rabbits	and	cats,	she	has	obsessed	over	how	different	types	of	fur	adhere	to	upholstery	and	how	to	remove	hairballs	from	heirloom	rugs.	Liam	McCabe	wrote	the	previous	versions	of	this	guide,
testing	over	100	vacuums	for	this	and	other	vacuum	guides.For	this	guide:We’ve	tested	more	than	100	models	over	the	past	decade	(34	of	them	in	2023	and	2024).We’ve	interviewed	experts,	including	present	and	former	engineers	at	Dyson	and	Shark,	product	managers	of	major	vacuum	manufacturers,	and	vacuum	collectors	and	repair
specialists.We’ve	read	dozens	of	articles	about	vacuum	history,	design,	and	engineering.We’ve	analyzed	thousands	of	customer	reviews	on	Amazon,	pored	over	owner	reviews	in	online	forums,	and	talked	to	dozens	of	real-life	cordless-vacuum	owners.A	group	of	paid	testers	with	diverse	heights,	weights,	and	mobility	levels	tested	the	vacuums	and
provided	input.At	their	best,	cordless	stick	vacuums	are	versatile,	shape-shifting	creatures	that	can	change	configurations	with	the	help	of	useful	attachments.	These	models	promise	to	clean	everywhere,	all	at	once,	untethered	by	cords.	Most	cordless	vacs	are	lithe	and	comfortable	to	handle,	even	in	cramped	spaces	or	on	stairs.	And	because	cordless
vacuums	are	compact	and	often	packaged	with	either	a	wall-mountable	charging	dock	or	a	floor	stand,	they	are	often	stored	within	arm’s	reach	and	in	plain	sight.But	even	the	priciest	cordless	stick	vacuums	can’t	match	the	suction	and	deep-cleaning	power	of	a	good	upright	or	canister	vacuum,	especially	if	you	have	wall-to-wall	carpeting,	lots	of	rugs,
or	shedding	pets.	Their	batteries	typically	last	30	to	40	minutes	on	a	full	charge;	this	is	enough	time	to	clean	a	room	or	two,	but	it’s	unlikely	long	enough	to	tackle	your	home	from	top	to	bottom.	Cordless	stick	vacuums	also	have	a	shorter	life	expectancy	than	good	plug-in	vacuums.	For	most	people,	a	cordless	stick	vac	should	be	a	sidekick	to	a	plug-in
vacuum.	Marki	Williams/NYT	WirecutterWe	tested	each	vacuum	cleaner’s	suction	with	a	specialized	gauge,	and	we	measured	its	airflow	with	an	anemometer.	Marki	Williams/NYT	WirecutterWe	tested	each	vacuum’s	ability	to	pick	up	birdseed,	Cheerios,	glitter,	and	synthetic	hair	from	rugs	and	bare	floors,	and	we	eliminated	models	that	scattered
and/or	dumped	debris	or	that	jammed.	Marki	Williams/NYT	Wirecutter	Marki	Williams/NYT	Wirecutter	Marki	Williams/NYT	Wirecutter	Marki	Williams/NYT	WirecutterIn	our	most	recent	round	of	testing,	we	tried	nine	new	cordless	stick	vacuums.	Here’s	how	we	evaluated	them:Suction	and	airflowWe	first	measured	each	vacuum’s	airflow	with	an
anemometer,	and	we	evaluated	its	suction	with	a	specialized	suction	gauge.	A	vacuum	needs	high	airflow	because	suction	alone	can’t	move	debris	up	the	wand	and	into	the	bin,	explained	James	Brown,	service	specialist	and	museum	curator	at	Mr.	Vacuum	Cleaner.	“If	I	put	a	penny	on	my	hand,	put	the	nozzle	over	the	penny,	switched	the	machine	on,
switched	it	off,	and	let	it	wind	down,	the	penny	would	still	be	there	because	there’s	no	air	moving	down	the	tube	to	take	it	to	where	it	needs	to	go.	But	you	can	still	feel	the	pressure	of	it	pulling	your	hand	to	the	nozzle.”Cleaner	head	designWe	paid	special	attention	to	each	vacuum’s	cleaner	head,	and	we	ruled	out	models	that	didn’t	come	with	a
motorized	brush	roll,	because	suction	and	airflow	alone	can’t	remove	dirt.	“You	need	agitation,	which	is	what	the	brushes	do,”	Brown	explained.	“They	vibrate	and	sweep	the	carpet	and	dislodge	the	dirt.	The	airflow	takes	it	away.”	We	also	preferred	models	with	an	easy-to-remove	brush	roll,	so	we	could	detangle	and	clean	it	without	using	special
tools.Cleaning	performanceWe	then	tried	each	vacuum	on	different	types	of	rugs	and	on	bare	floors	strewn	with	Cheerios,	fur,	baking	soda,	birdseed,	and	glitter.	We	looked	for	models	that	didn’t	snowplow	(when	a	vacuum’s	low-riding	cleaner	head	pushes	around	heavier	debris	instead	of	sucking	it	up),	dump	(when	debris	falls	back	out	of	a	vacuum
that’s	turned	off),	or	jam	(when	the	motorized	brush	seizes	on	certain	types	of	rugs	and	rug	pads).	We	also	checked	each	model’s	anti-tangling	technology	by	vacuuming	up	colorful	hair	extensions.	We	then	ran	the	top	performers	in	a	multi-person,	multi-pet,	multi-rug	home	for	several	weeks,	to	see	how	they	handled	a	variety	of	surfaces	and	messes
(cat	and	bunny	litter	included).Comfort,	convenience,	and	ease	of	useWith	each	vacuum,	we	tested	how	comfortable	it	was	to	handle	and	how	easy	it	was	to	maneuver.	To	measure	the	performance	of	above-floor	attachments,	we	tried	them	in	a	dirty	car,	a	sewing	room,	and	a	laundry	room,	as	well	as	on	different	types	of	upholstery.	And	we	examined
other	sources	of	delight	or	dismay,	including	the	dustbin’s	emptying	process,	the	vacuum’s	ability	to	stand	up	on	its	own,	and	the	presence	of	any	extras,	such	as	a	headlight	or	an	LCD	screen.	We	also	measured	each	vacuum’s	noise	level,	with	the	SPLnFFT	app.Run	time	and	charge	timeSeveral	company	spokespeople	told	us	that	a	cordless	stick
vacuum’s	advertised	run	time	is	typically	measured	on	its	low	power	setting	in	handheld	mode.	That	number	rarely	holds	up	in	real	life:	Running	a	cordless	stick	vac’s	motorized	brush	on	bare	floors	and	rugs	draws	more	power	and	depletes	the	battery	faster.	We	considered	anything	over	30	minutes	to	be	an	acceptable	real-life	run	time.We	looked	for
batteries	that	charged	within	four	hours	or	less.	And	we	considered	it	a	plus	if	a	vacuum’s	run	time	exceeded	30	minutes	and	its	battery	could	work	in	a	variety	of	tools	from	the	same	company.ReliabilityIn	addition	to	occasionally	suffering	from	battery	failure,	cordless	stick	vacs	are	prone	to	the	same	clogs,	cracked	plastic,	and	other	mechanical
failures	as	plug-in	machines.	We	called	customer	service	for	each	of	our	top	performers,	so	we	could	experience	the	process	and	determine	how	easy	it	was	to	order	new	parts.WarrantyWe	favored	models	with	a	warranty	of	more	than	two	years.	Damian	Lee,	a	former	engineer	at	Dyson	and	Shark,	agreed	that	a	long	warranty	is	meaningful	when
you’re	making	a	buying	decision:	“[It]	gives	you	confidence	that	a	company	is	standing	behind	their	product.”HEPA	filtrationMost	cordless	stick	vacuums	have	HEPA	filters,	but	the	existence	of	such	a	filter	wasn’t	a	major	factor	in	our	decision-making.	Even	with	a	HEPA	filter,	a	cordless	stick	vac	is	likely	to	expose	you	to	dust	and	other	allergens	when
you	empty	the	bin.	If	you	have	serious	allergies	or	asthma,	you’re	better	off	with	a	vacuum	that	collects	debris	in	a	self-sealing,	disposable	bag.	Marki	Williams/NYT	WirecutterThis	nimble,	high-tech	model	is	light,	powerful,	and	easy	to	maneuver.	But	it	doesn’t	stand	up	on	its	own,	and	the	dustbin	is	tiny.Of	all	the	models	we’ve	tested,	the	nimble,
powerful,	and	reliable	Dyson	V12	Detect	Slim	comes	the	closest	to	being	the	ideal	cordless	stick	vacuum.	It’s	light	and	easy	to	store,	but	it	can’t	stand	on	its	own,	and	its	dustbin	is	tiny.It’s	lithe	and	graceful.	Weighing	just	over	5	pounds	(4	pounds	in	hand),	the	V12	Detect	Slim	maneuvers	easily	in	awkward	spaces	and	on	stairs.	Most	of	its	weight	sits
on	top,	yet	we	found	that	this	model	was	the	most	comfortable	for	our	hands	and	wrists.	(One	Wirecutter	staffer,	who	has	used	this	model	for	several	months,	did	note	that	the	V12	Detect	Slim	gave	them	a	blister	after	a	prolonged	cleaning	session,	however.)	Its	cleaner	head	swivels	180	degrees,	so	it	can	reach	into	tight	corners,	around	table	legs,
and	between	furniture	better	than	other	models	we’ve	tested.	And	at	72	dB,	it’s	fairly	quiet.The	V12	Detect	Slim	has	an	on/off	button,	whereas	previous	Dyson	models	had	an	uncomfortable,	trigger-style	switch	that	you	had	to	squeeze	to	get	the	vacuum	to	operate.	The	Dyson	V12	Detect	Slim	is	lightweight	and	more	comfortable	to	use	than	many	other
cordless	stick	vacuums.	(Its	dustbin	is	minuscule,	though.)	Sabine	Heinlein/NYT	WirecutterIt	sucks	(in	a	good	way).	The	V12	Detect	Slim	offers	powerful	suction	and	airflow,	and	it	excels	at	picking	up	dust	and	debris	on	both	bare	floors	and	rugs.	In	our	controlled	rug-cleaning	test,	it	devoured	almost	100%	of	the	baking	soda	we’d	spread	out	on
medium-pile	rugs	—	a	clear	sign	that	the	V12	is	capable	of	targeting	deeper-dwelling	dust	and	dander,	which	other	cordless	sticks	might	miss.	(One	competitor	picked	up	just	a	little	over	40%	of	it.)	It	also	effectively	extracted	fur	from	rugs.The	V12	Detect	Slim	has	three	suction	modes:	eco	(lower	suction,	which	conserves	battery),	boost	(stronger
suction),	and	auto.	The	auto	mode	is	particularly	helpful	because	the	dust	sensor	detects	dirt	and	triggers	increased	suction	power	when	necessary.	For	example,	in	our	tests,	the	V12	Detect	Slim	regularly	went	into	boost	mode	near	a	cat’s	litter	box.	Dyson’s	new	Motorbar	cleaner	head	promises	to	prevent	hair	from	wrapping	around	the	brush.	In	our
testing,	however,	it	struggled	with	18-inch	strands	of	hair.	Marki	Williams/NYT	WirecutterIt	has	two	effective	cleaner	heads	for	different	types	of	flooring.	Designed	to	deep-clean	rugs	and	carpets,	the	V12’s	Motorbar	cleaner	head	has	tooth-like	rubber	vanes	that,	Dyson	claims,	automatically	clear	wrapped	hair	during	cleaning.	In	our	testing,	the	head
readily	captured	6-inch	strands	of	hair,	but	the	brush	was	less	effective	with	18-inch	strands.	(You	can	remove	the	brush	and	cut	off	long	locks	with	scissors	or	a	box	cutter.)	On	bare	floors,	the	Motorbar	head	efficiently	cleaned	up	baking	soda	and	seeds,	but	it	tended	to	snowplow	Cheerios.	(A	warning	about	using	the	Motorbar	on	valuable	rugs:	This
brush	is	powerful	and	aggressive	on	sensitive	fibers.	During	our	tests,	it	pulled	a	significant	amount	of	red	carpet	fibers	out	of	a	vintage	Persian	rug.)	The	laser	light	on	the	V12	Detect	Slim’s	Laser	Slim	Fluffy	cleaner	head	conveniently	detects	dust	in	dark	corners.	Marki	Williams/NYT	WirecutterThe	second	cleaner	head,	the	Laser	Slim	Fluffy,	is	made
of	soft	microfiber	fabric,	and	it’s	specifically	designed	to	snag	dust	and	fur	from	bare	floors.	It	has	a	laser	light	that	spookily	illuminates	dark	corners	—	one	moment	the	dust	is	spotlighted,	the	next	moment	it’s	gone.	(If	you	want	the	laser	effect	without	committing	to	a	Dyson,	you	can	buy	this	nifty	add-on	and	attach	it	to	any	vacuum.)In	our	testing,	we
found	that	the	Laser	Slim	Fluffy	head	picked	up	larger	debris,	which	the	Motorbar	head	tended	to	snowplow.	The	Laser	Slim	Fluffy	head	swallowed	everything	we	presented	it	with,	aside	from	a	large	mound	of	Cheerios	(which	it	choked	on)	and	a	huge	cockroach	(which	got	stuck	in	the	brush	housing).This	roach	was	too	big	for	the	V12	Detect	Slim’s
Laser	Slim	Fluffy	cleaner	head.	Sabine	Heinlein/NYT	WirecutterThe	V12	Detect	Slim	comes	with	two	separate	cleaner	heads	and	three	useful	attachments.	Marki	Williams/NYT	WirecutterThis	roach	was	too	big	for	the	V12	Detect	Slim’s	Laser	Slim	Fluffy	cleaner	head.	Sabine	Heinlein/NYT	WirecutterIt	converts	into	a	handheld	vacuum	with	useful
attachments.	The	V12	Detect	Slim	easily	converts	into	a	handheld	vacuum,	and	it	comes	with	helpful	attachments	for	tasks	around	the	home	and	in	the	car.	Its	mini	motorized	brush	tool	was	one	of	the	best	we	tested	for	removing	pet	hair	from	couches,	cat	beds,	and	car	upholstery.	Its	combination	tool	allowed	us	to	quickly	switch	between	a	wide
nozzle	and	a	brush;	we	found	the	brush	particularly	handy	for	dusting	bookshelves	and	windowsills.	The	V12	Detect	Slim’s	mini	motorized	brush	tool	tackles	pet	fur	with	ease.	Sabine	Heinlein/NYT	WirecutterIt	has	a	decent	warranty,	and	its	battery	and	many	of	its	parts	are	replaceable.	Dyson’s	two-year	warranty	on	this	model	is	decent,	though	that’s
less	coverage	time	than	we’ve	seen	for	many	other	high-performing	cordless	sticks.	The	V12	Detect	Slim	uses	swappable,	click-in	batteries,	and	you	can	buy	spare	packs	to	extend	the	run	time,	though	we’ve	noticed	they	are	sometimes	out	of	stock	on	the	website.	(Sometimes	you	can	get	them	by	calling	the	company.	Or	you	can	find	cheaper	knockoff
batteries,	but	we	don’t	recommend	them.)	On	cordless	stick	vacuums,	the	battery	is	one	of	the	most	common	failure	points.	So	due	to	Dyson’s	swappable	design,	you	won’t	have	to	toss	the	whole	vacuum	if	the	battery	fails.	Many	of	its	other	parts,	including	its	washable	filter,	are	replaceable	too.	The	V12	Detect	Slim	has	an	LCD	screen	that	features	a
helpful	battery-life	countdown	and	a	gimmicky	particle	counter.	Marki	Williams/NYT	WirecutterIt	has	cool	features.	The	V12	Detect	Slim’s	LCD	screen	shows	animated	maintenance	reminders,	troubleshooting	tips,	and,	most	importantly,	a	battery-life	countdown.	Its	chief	gimmick	is	its	particle	counter;	it	estimates	the	number	of	differently	sized
particles	collected	and	displays	the	tallies	in	a	bar	graph	—	supposedly	to	help	you	feel	confident	that	you’ve	deep-cleaned	your	flooring.	We	don’t	know	how	accurate	or	useful	the	particle	counter	is,	but	it	can	be	a	fun	motivator.	The	V12	Detect	Slim	can’t	stand	up	on	its	own,	and	it	easily	slips	and	falls	when	it’s	leaned	against	a	wall.	Marki
Williams/NYT	WirecutterFlaws	but	not	dealbreakersIt’s	expensive.	The	V12	Detect	Slim	is	pricey.	Our	testing	has	not	shown	that	it’s	more	durable	than	other,	more-affordable	cordless	vacs,	let	alone	plug-in	vacuums,	which	typically	clean	better,	last	longer,	and,	in	some	cases,	cost	less.It	has	a	tiny	dustbin.	The	V12	Detect	Slim’s	roughly	12-ounce
dustbin	is	minuscule,	storing	only	a	third	of	what	the	Ryobi	18V	One+	HP	Advanced	Stick	Vacuum	Kit	and	the	Tineco	GO	Pet	dustbins	can	store.	In	our	tests,	when	we	were	cleaning	a	650-square-foot	space	with	pets,	we	had	to	empty	the	V12’s	dustbin	at	least	three	times.	This	vacuum	ejects	debris	from	the	bin	like	a	mini	T-shirt	cannon,	an	action
that	can	easily	lead	to	spills.	We	also	found	that	debris	often	gets	stuck	in	the	dustbin’s	upper	segment,	so	you	have	to	reach	in	and	pull	it	out.Switching	between	cleaner	heads	can	be	annoying.	Though	we	appreciate	the	versatility	and	effectiveness	of	the	Motorbar	head	(for	carpet)	and	the	Laser	Slim	Fluffy	head	(for	bare	flooring),	switching	them
can	be	annoying,	especially	if	you	just	want	to	give	your	half-carpeted	dining	room	a	quick	once-over.	And	a	Wirecutter	staffer	reports	that	they	struggle	to	separate	the	cleaner	heads	from	the	body	of	the	vacuum;	the	click-in	mechanism	often	gets	stuck.It	doesn’t	stand	on	its	own,	and	it	struggles	on	lightweight	rugs.	The	V12	Detect	Slim’s	inability	to
stand	on	its	own	is	a	source	of	irritation.	If	you	have	to	answer	the	doorbell	while	vacuuming,	you’ll	need	to	find	a	secure	spot	to	prop	it	up.Like	those	of	many	other	powerful	stick	vacuums,	the	V12’s	brush	roll	tends	to	seize	on	lightweight	rugs.	And	unlike	the	Ryobi’s	brush	roll,	the	V12’s	can’t	be	turned	off.	Marki	Williams/NYT	WirecutterIn	general,
Dyson	is	a	reliable	company	with	a	well-earned	and	particularly	devoted	following.	If	the	Dyson	V12	Detect	Slim	isn’t	for	you,	the	Dyson	line	includes	other	options	(though	they	come	with	triggers).We	reviewed	the	Gen5detect,	and	it’s	a	great	cleaner	that	is	equipped	with	a	couple	of	meaningful	upgrades,	including	a	valve	to	adjust	the	suction,	a
longer	runtime,	and	a	(relatively)	large	dustbin	(it’s	twice	the	size	of	the	V12’s	dustbin).	But	the	Gen5detect	is	heavier	than	the	V12,	it’s	less	comfortable	to	use,	and	it’s	less	convenient	to	maneuver	and	store.The	V15	Detect’s	dustbin	is	also	twice	the	size	of	the	V12	Detect	Slim’s	bin.	Even	though	the	V15	Detect’s	motor	has	more	muscle,	in	our	tests,
this	model	did	not	clean	significantly	better	than	the	V12	Detect	Slim.The	V8	Absolute	is	less	powerful	than	the	V12	Detect	Slim	and	the	V15	Detect,	but	it’s	still	a	good	value.	Its	bin	capacity	is	somewhere	between	that	of	the	other	two	models,	and	it	comes	with	many	useful	attachments.The	Outsize	Plus	has	a	wider	brush	and	an	even	larger	bin	than
the	V15	Detect,	but	its	motor	is	slightly	less	powerful.	Connie	Park/NYT	WirecutterThis	model	performs	about	as	well	as	the	Dyson	V12,	and	it	comes	with	a	station	that	automatically	empties	the	dustbin	when	the	vacuum	is	docked.	It	struggles	with	fur,	though.$445	$342	from	SharkNinjaThe	Shark	PowerDetect	Cordless	Stick	Vacuum	(IP1251)	is	a
powerful	cleaner	with	useful	modes	and	attachments.	You	can	choose	to	add	a	self-emptying	dock,	which	automatically	sucks	debris	into	a	larger	canister	after	a	cleaning	session;	this	eliminates	the	hassle	of	having	to	frequently	open	and	empty	the	dustbin	(and	it	cuts	down	on	your	exposure	to	the	resulting	dust	plumes).It’s	an	excellent	cleaner,	with
well-designed	brushes.	In	our	tests,	the	Shark	PowerDetect	cleaned	just	as	well	as	the	Dyson	V12	and	the	Tineco	GO	Pet,	efficiently	sucking	up	Cheerios,	birdseed,	sand,	and	dust.Its	single	cleaner	head	houses	a	velvety	front	brush	(which	grabs	dust	on	hardwood	floors,	tile,	and	vinyl)	and	a	back	brush	(which,	with	its	stiff	bristles,	digs	up	dirt	from
carpets	and	rugs).The	brushes	are	designed	to	pick	up	debris	in	both	forward	and	reverse	motion,	making	cleanup	particularly	fast	and	efficient.	(Be	aware,	though,	that	the	powerful	brush	roller	should	not	be	used	on	delicate	vintage	or	antique	rugs,	because	it’s	prone	to	pulling	out	fibers	along	with	dust	and	debris.)In	our	testing,	the	Shark	ran	for
about	58	minutes	in	eco	mode	on	a	single	charge	—	the	longest	of	our	picks.	(Shark	claims	the	vacuum	runs	for	up	to	70	minutes,	but	we	weren’t	able	to	replicate	this.)The	Shark	PowerDetect	has	three	cleaning	modes,	including	an	auto-detect	mode,	which	amps	up	power	when	the	machine	detects	carpet	and	debris.	The	LED	screen	also	monitors
charging	levels.	Connie	Park/NYT	WirecutterThe	Shark	PowerDetect’s	cleaner	head	has	a	velvety	front	brush	(which	grabs	dust	on	hardwood	floors,	tile,	and	vinyl)	and	a	back	brush	(which,	with	its	stiff	bristles,	digs	up	dirt	from	carpets	and	rugs).	Connie	Park/NYT	WirecutterThe	Shark	PowerDetect	has	three	cleaning	modes,	including	an	auto-detect
mode,	which	amps	up	power	when	the	machine	detects	carpet	and	debris.	The	LED	screen	also	monitors	charging	levels.	Connie	Park/NYT	WirecutterIt’s	relatively	lightweight.	The	Shark	PowerDetect	is	not	quite	as	lightweight	as	the	Dyson	V12,	but	it	weighs	significantly	less	than	the	Ryobi	18V	One+	HP	Advanced	Stick	Vacuum	Kit.It’s	got	some
nifty	features.	Like	the	Dyson	V12,	this	model	has	three	cleaning	modes,	including	an	auto-detect	mode,	which	amps	up	power	when	the	machine	detects	carpet	and	debris.	The	LED	screen	also	monitors	charging	levels.The	wand	has	a	convenient	trigger	on	the	handle	for	switching	modes,	along	with	an	adjustable	angle	for	tackling	hard-to-reach
spots.	Simply	press	the	latch	on	the	back	to	fold	the	wand	into	a	right	angle,	perfect	for	cleaning	under	furniture.	This	feature	proved	especially	useful	when	we	vacuumed	beneath	the	vanity	in	a	narrow	bathroom.	The	Shark	PowerDetect	converts	into	a	handheld	vacuum.	And	it	comes	with	a	combination	tool	that	can	switch	between	crevice	and
brush	mode,	as	well	as	a	“pet	multitool,”	intended	for	picking	up	hair.	Connie	Park/NYT	WirecutterIt’s	got	decent	tools.	This	model	comes	with	a	long	combination	tool	that	easily	transforms	from	crevice	to	brush	tool,	making	it	ideal	for	tight	areas	and	dusty	bookshelves.	While	its	“pet	multitool”	manages	to	pull	fur	off	of	upholstery,	we	often	had	to
rid	the	brush	of	embedded	fur	by	hand.	The	mini	turbo	brushes	included	with	our	other	three	picks	were	far	more	efficient	at	removing	pet	fur.	(Shark	sells	a	motorized	hand	tool	separately,	but	it	has	been	out	of	stock	often	in	the	past.)It	has	a	great	warranty.	The	Shark’s	five-year	warranty	is	the	longest	of	our	picks.The	self-emptying	dock	really
works.	This	model	has	the	option	of	including	a	large,	bagless	self-emptying	dock.	Because	of	its	generous	size,	the	dock’s	debris	container	has	to	be	emptied	only	once	every	other	week	to	once	a	month	(depending	on	the	size	of	your	home),	and	it	is	easy	to	remove	and	reinstall.If	you	choose	the	model	without	the	dock,	you’ll	likely	have	to	empty	the
small	dustbin	(24	ounces)	on	the	stick	vac	mid-cleaning.	The	Shark	PowerDetect’s	24-ounce	dustbin	is	relatively	small.	But	the	bagless,	self-emptying	dock	(which	doubles	as	a	charging	station)	automatically	sucks	debris	into	a	canister,	which	has	to	be	emptied	only	every	few	weeks.	Connie	Park/NYT	WirecutterFlaws	but	not	dealbreakersIt’s	homely.
Among	the	machines	with	self-emptying	docks	we	tested,	the	Shark	PowerDetect,	with	its	angular	shapes	and	garish	colors	(gray,	purple,	turquoise,	and	gold),	was	one	of	the	least	attractive	machines.It’s	mediocre	on	pet	fur.	Despite	doing	many	passes,	we	were	unable	to	remove	all	rabbit	and	cat	fur	from	a	flat-woven	carpet	in	10	passes.	(By
comparison,	our	top	pick,	the	Dyson	V12,	removed	all	visible	fur	in	just	a	few	passes.)Replacement	parts,	including	batteries,	are	hard	to	come	by.	We’ve	noticed	that	the	replacement	battery	for	this	Shark	vac	is	frequently	out	of	stock.	(Customer	service	told	us	that	items	are	usually	restocked	within	two	to	four	weeks,	but	it	could	make	no
guarantees.)	So	if	your	battery	fails,	you	may	have	to	replace	the	whole	machine.	Other	parts	—	like	the	dustbin,	motor,	cleaner	head,	and	motorized	hand	tool	—	were	also	unavailable	on	Shark’s	website	at	the	time	of	writing.It’s	noisy.	Although	this	vacuum	is	fairly	quiet	in	eco	mode,	it	becomes	significantly	noisier	in	boost	and	detect	modes.	It	emits
a	high-pitched	whine,	similar	to	that	of	other	Shark	models.	(Our	other	top	pick,	the	Dyson	V12,	is	gentler	on	the	ears.)Its	odor-neutralizing	cartridge	is	questionable.	We	didn’t	like	the	strong,	artificial	smell	of	the	odor-neutralizing	cartridge.	The	manual	advises	that	you	avoid	direct	contact	with	the	cartridge	and	directly	inhaling	the	pod’s	fragrance.
It	recommends	keeping	the	cartridge	away	from	children	and	pets,	and	Shark	wouldn’t	give	us	information	about	its	ingredients.	You	can	remove	the	cartridge,	but	you	won’t	get	rid	of	the	chemical	smell	entirely.	Connie	Park/NYT	WirecutterWe’ve	tested	numerous	affordable	cordless	stick	vacuums,	but	most	come	with	too	many	compromises	to	earn
our	recommendation.	Although	the	Tineco	GO	Pet	Cordless	Stick	Vacuum	isn’t	perfect,	it’s	a	capable	cleaner	with	a	generous	dustbin	and	useful	tools.	If	you	have	only	about	$200	to	spend	on	a	cordless	stick	vacuum,	this	is	the	model	you	should	consider.It’s	a	great	cleaner.	The	Tineco	GO	Pet	handled	all	types	of	debris,	including	sand,	as	efficiently
as	the	Dyson	V12.The	GO	Pet	comes	with	just	one	cleaner	head,	with	both	soft	and	hard	bristles,	and	it’s	suitable	for	all	kinds	of	floors.	In	our	tests,	its	brush	roll	grabbed	dust,	Cheerios,	and	birdseed	in	one	or	two	passes	without	snowplowing	or	dumping.	You	don’t	need	tools	to	remove	the	brush	roll	for	maintenance,	since	it	can	easily	be	pulled	out
by	twisting	the	corresponding	wheel	on	the	side.But	this	vacuum	struggles	on	lightweight	rugs.	While	the	machine	did	well	on	bare	floors	and	carpets,	we	noticed	that	the	GO	Pet’s	brush	roll	seized	on	certain	lighter	rugs.It	has	some	excellent	tools,	and	it	comes	in	two	colors.	The	Tineco	GO	Pet	comes	with	three	useful	attachments:	a	crevice	tool;	a	2-
in-1	dusting	brush,	for	crumbs	on	couches	and	countertops;	and	a	mini	power	brush,	for	fur	pickup	on	grippy	surfaces	(a	rare	tool	for	stick	vacs	in	this	price	range).	We	tried	the	power	brush	on	a	velvet	couch	in	a	four-pet	household,	and	it	removed	fur	without	much	effort;	a	Wirecutter	staffer,	who	has	used	the	Tineco	GO	for	several	months,	praised
its	crevice-cleaning	ability.	The	Tineco	GO	Pet	comes	in	two	colors,	teal	and	seafoam.The	Tineco	GO	Pet’s	dustbin	is	a	generous	34	ounces,	nearly	triple	that	of	the	Dyson	V12.	The	cleaner	head,	with	both	soft	and	stiff	bristles,	works	well	on	all	types	of	flooring.	Connie	Park/NYT	WirecutterThe	Tineco	GO	Pet’s	dustbin	is	a	generous	34	ounces,	nearly
triple	that	of	the	Dyson	V12.	The	cleaner	head,	with	both	soft	and	stiff	bristles,	works	well	on	all	types	of	flooring.	Connie	Park/NYT	WirecutterThe	Tineco	GO	Pet	comes	with	three	useful	attachments	(from	bottom	left):	a	crevice	tool,	a	dusting	brush,	and	a	mini	power	brush.	The	power	brush,	useful	for	fur	pickup,	is	a	rarity	in	this	price	range.	Connie
Park/NYT	WirecutterThe	Tineco	GO	Pet’s	dustbin	is	a	generous	34	ounces,	nearly	triple	that	of	the	Dyson	V12.	The	cleaner	head,	with	both	soft	and	stiff	bristles,	works	well	on	all	types	of	flooring.	Connie	Park/NYT	WirecutterIt	has	a	large	yet	finicky	dustbin.	With	a	capacity	of	34	ounces,	the	Tineco	GO	Pet’s	dustbin	is	the	same	size	as	the	Ryobi	18V
One+	HP’s	dustbin,	and	it’s	nearly	triple	the	size	of	the	Dyson	V12’s.	The	GO	Pet’s	dustbin	can	be	emptied	with	a	lever,	without	having	to	detach	it	from	the	main	body.	But	we	recommend	taking	it	off	to	empty	it,	to	avoid	spills	and	dust	exposure.	Unfortunately,	the	bin	can	be	tricky	to	clip	back	on.	(Make	sure	to	do	a	little	wiggle	test	once	you	put	it
back	on,	to	verify	that	it’s	secure!)It’s	midweight	and	convenient	to	use,	but	it’s	also	a	bit	noisy.	Weighing	6.8	pounds	(4	pounds	in	hand),	the	Tineco	GO	Pet	is	lighter	and	easier	to	maneuver	on	stairs	than	our	Ryobi	pick.	It	navigates	well	around	furniture,	though	it’s	not	nearly	as	nimble	as	the	Dyson	V12.	At	77	dB	in	low	mode,	this	model	is
significantly	louder	than	our	other	picks.It	has	a	decent	warranty,	a	replaceable	battery,	and	an	average	runtime.	This	model	has	a	two-year	warranty	(now	mostly	standard	for	cordless	vacuum	cleaners).	Although	Tineco	claims	the	GO	Pet	runs	up	to	60	minutes,	we	got	barely	40	minutes	out	of	it	on	low	mode	(with	the	cleaner	head	attached).The	GO
Pet’s	battery	is	technically	replaceable,	but	it	isn’t	sold	online.	When	we	reached	out	to	customer	service,	a	representative	requested	our	mailing	address	just	to	check	the	company’s	inventory.	The	rep	said	if	the	battery	was	available,	they	promised	to	send	a	specific	ordering	link	—	a	process	far	more	cumbersome	than,	say,	simply	ordering	a	Ryobi
or	Dyson	replacement	battery	online.	Connie	Park/NYT	WirecutterThis	sturdy,	versatile	vacuum	has	excellent	suction	power,	and	it	comes	with	several	ingenious	attachments.	It	stands	on	its	own	and	recharges	quickly,	but	it’s	heavier	and	less	agile	than	our	other	picks.The	Ryobi	18V	One+	HP	Advanced	Stick	Vacuum	Kit	isn’t	particularly	lightweight,
nimble,	or	snazzy.	But	if	you’re	looking	for	a	durable,	high-capacity	workhorse,	this	model	might	be	right	for	you.It’s	a	great	cleaner.	In	suction	and	airflow,	this	Ryobi	stick	vacuum	performs	almost	as	well	as	its	most	powerful	competitors.	We	tried	it	on	rugs,	bare	floors,	car	seats,	and	upholstery,	and	it	did	an	excellent	job	of	picking	up	all	kinds	of
debris.	In	our	sand-on-carpet	cleaning	test,	this	model	didn’t	extract	as	much	as	the	Dyson	V12	Detect	Slim,	but	it	still	performed	better	than	most	of	its	competitors	in	the	price	range.The	Ryobi	18V	One+	HP	vac	has	three	cleaning	modes.	We	found	that	the	medium	mode	worked	fine	for	most	surfaces	and	dirt,	and	it	saved	battery	life.	But	the	boost
mode	comes	in	handy	when	you’re	confronted	with	stubborn,	clingy	debris	on	certain	types	of	rugs.Its	all-in-one	cleaner	head	is	effective	on	a	variety	of	surfaces.	In	contrast	with	the	Dyson	V12,	this	Ryobi	model	comes	with	one	cleaner	head,	with	a	plush	roll	in	the	front	(for	bare	floors)	and	a	brush	roll	with	stiff	bristles	and	rubber	fins	in	the	back.
(The	latter	roll	excels	at	removing	fur	and	other	grippy	debris	from	carpets	and	rugs.)	The	single	cleaner	head	has	a	white	headlight	that	doesn’t	detect	dust	quite	as	efficiently	as	the	headlight	on	the	V12.	But	in	our	tests,	the	Ryobi	was	equally	effective	at	picking	up	Cheerios	on	slippery	tiles	and	pet	fur	on	a	medium-pile	rug.Despite	the	cleaner
head’s	depth	—	about	double	that	of	the	V12	Detect	Slim’s	Motorbar	—	it	swivels	smoothly	around	corners	and	furniture.The	Ryobi	18V	One+	HP	has	an	extra-large,	33-ounce	dustbin.	The	cleaner	head	has	a	plush	brush	roll	in	front	and	a	stiff-bristled	roll	in	back.	Connie	Park/NYT	WirecutterBattery-powered	and	equipped	with	a	decent	all-terrain
brush,	the	Ryobi	18V	One+	HP	Advanced	Stick	Vacuum	Kit	works	well	on	all	types	of	surfaces,	including	carpets	and	rugs.	Connie	Park/NYT	WirecutterThe	Ryobi	18V	One+	HP	has	an	extra-large,	33-ounce	dustbin.	The	cleaner	head	has	a	plush	brush	roll	in	front	and	a	stiff-bristled	roll	in	back.	Connie	Park/NYT	WirecutterIt	has	an	extra-large	dustbin.
The	Ryobi	18V	One+	HP	vacuum’s	dustbin	holds	33	ounces	—	nearly	three	times	the	capacity	of	the	V12	Detect	Slim’s	bin.	The	dustbin	is	easy	to	empty,	and	you	can	clean	and	replace	the	filter.	A	Wirecutter	staffer,	who	has	used	the	Ryobi	for	several	months,	loves	the	dustbin,	and	reports	that	she	can	go	through	a	week	of	light	vacuuming	without
needing	to	empty	it.It	has	an	okay	run	time,	and	it	charges	especially	quickly.	This	model	runs	for	about	32	minutes	in	eco	(low)	mode,	which	is	enough	time	to	vacuum	a	small	or	medium-size	apartment	and	for	a	quick	workshop	cleanup.	Its	battery	recharges	in	under	two	hours	—	faster	than	the	battery	on	any	other	vacuum	we	tested	in	our	latest
round.	And	the	Ryobi	battery	has	a	helpful	charge-level	indicator	light.It	is	(relatively)	quiet	but	heavy.	Equipped	with	Ryobi’s	Whisper	Series	Technology,	this	vacuum	measured	around	71	dB	when	run	on	eco	mode,	so	it’s	a	smidge	quieter	than	even	the	Dyson	V12.The	Ryobi	18V	One+	HP	vacuum	isn’t	quite	as	clumsy	as	it	looks,	but	it’s	over	10
pounds,	so	this	vac	is	the	heaviest	among	our	picks.	The	weighty	battery	sits	behind	the	handle,	with	the	motor	directly	below	—	this	design	can	make	it	uncomfortable	to	use,	and	we	found	ourselves	switching	hands	frequently	while	vacuuming.It	stands	on	its	own.	The	vacuum	stands	unsupported,	so	if	you	get	pulled	away	suddenly,	you	don’t	have	to
scramble	to	find	a	place	to	prop	it	up.It	morphs	into	a	handheld	vacuum,	and	it	has	useful	attachments.	The	Ryobi	easily	transforms	into	a	handheld	vacuum,	and	its	attachments	are	versatile	and	better	designed	than	those	of	other	models	we’ve	tested.	In	our	experience,	the	crevice	tool	and	pivoting	brush	worked	great	in	a	car’s	tight	storage
compartments.	And	the	motorized	mini	brush	was	one	of	the	few	tested	tools	that	made	a	dent	in	the	thick	layer	of	fur	on	a	car’s	clingy	trunk	upholstery.	This	Ryobi	vacuum	also	includes	a	micro	crevice	tool,	with	thin,	flexible	straws;	we	found	this	tool	ideal	for	cleaning	the	interior	of	a	dusty	sewing	machine	and	a	dryer	vent.This	model’s	charging
station	must	be	mounted	to	the	wall,	which	may	be	inconvenient	for	some	people.	We	found	our	previous	pick’s	small	floor	charger	to	be	more	accommodating	and	versatile,	since	it	can	easily	be	picked	up,	stored,	and	moved	around.With	its	flexible	straws,	the	micro	crevice	tool	can	easily	get	into	tight	crannies,	like	the	bobbin	compartment	on	this
sewing	machine.	Sabine	Heinlein/NYT	WirecutterThe	Ryobi	18V	One+	HP	Advanced	Stick	Vacuum	Kit	comes	with	four	fantastic	tools,	including	a	motorized	mini	brush	(bottom	left)	that	removes	fur	from	even	the	clingiest	soft	surfaces.	Connie	Park/NYT	WirecutterWith	its	flexible	straws,	the	micro	crevice	tool	can	easily	get	into	tight	crannies,	like
the	bobbin	compartment	on	this	sewing	machine.	Sabine	Heinlein/NYT	WirecutterIt	has	a	generous	warranty	and	replaceable	parts.	Ryobi’s	three-year	limited	warranty	on	this	model	is	longer	than	the	coverage	on	most	other	stick	vacuums,	including	Tineco’s	and	Dyson’s.	It’s	made	from	thick	plastic	and	metal,	and	it	feels	sturdier	in	construction
than	the	Dyson	V12	Detect	Slim.	Its	battery	and	most	of	its	parts	and	accessories	are	replaceable,	and	the	battery	is	compatible	with	many	other	cordless	Ryobi	tools.Ryobi	has	a	history	of	availability	issues.	Ryobi	products	are	sold	exclusively	through	Home	Depot	and	Ryobi’s	website.	The	previous	Ryobi	cordless	stick	model	we	recommended	went
out	of	stock	at	times,	often	for	several	days	or	weeks.	We	haven’t	seen	stock	issues	with	our	current	pick,	but	we’ll	keep	an	eye	on	it.Ordering	replacement	parts	is	confusing.	Ryobi’s	replacement-parts	ordering	portal	isn’t	directly	linked	on	Ryobi’s	homepage,	and	we	found	it	confusing	to	navigate.	It	took	multiple	calls	and	an	email	to	the	marketing
department	to	find	the	part	we	were	looking	for.Dyson	has	announced	three	new	cordless	vacuums	that	will	be	released	in	2026:	the	V16	Piston	Animal	and	the	V8	Cyclone,	both	of	which	can	be	paired	with	bin-emptying	charging	docks,	and	the	ultra-slim	PencilVac,	which	has	a	tube	that	is	less	than	1.5	inches	in	diameter,	making	this	model	one	of	the
most	compact	stick	vacuums	available.	We	will	test	them	soon.The	Riccar	R65	Cordless	Stick	Vacuum,	which	has	stronger	suction	power	and	airflow	than	our	top	pick,	the	Dyson	V12	Detect	Slim,	cleans	as	well	or	better	than	the	Dyson	(with	a	similarly	sized	dustbin)	and	can	automatically	adjust	its	power	as	it	cleans.	It	costs	less	than	the	Dyson	too.
But	the	R65	comes	with	just	one	cleaning	head	(our	pick	has	two),	and	the	lights	on	its	brushroll	aren’t	as	illuminative	as	those	on	the	Dyson.	Also,	the	R65	charges	in	a	pole-like	stand,	and	its	battery	can’t	be	plugged	into	the	wall	directly,	which	means	you	have	to	devote	floor,	wall	(it	can	be	mounted),	or	closet	space	to	its	setup	and	have	an	outlet
nearby.	That	said,	the	R65	is	a	high-performing	choice,	but	if	performance	is	top	of	mind,	you	could	buy	an	upright	or	canister	vacuum	for	around	the	same	price	(or	less)	and	get	even	better	results.The	Bissell	PowerClean	FurFinder	is	excellent	at	picking	up	pet	hair,	and	typically	costs	about	$230	—	around	the	same	price	as	our	budget	pick,	the
Tineco	GO	Pet.	The	FurFinder	comes	with	a	mini-motorized	brush	tool	that	features	headlights	(a	rarity	on	this	type	of	tool),	which	helps	find	hidden	hairs	on	darker	upholstery	or	carpets.	This	model’s	13-ounce	bin,	however,	is	small	compared	to	our	budget	pick’s	34-ounce	bin.	And	the	FurFinder’s	performance	on	dust	and	debris	aside	from	pet	hair
is	average.	But	if	you	live	with	a	bunch	of	high-shedding	pets,	this	vacuum	might	appeal.We	tested	the	Dreame	Z10	Station,	but	we	found	it	expensive	($600	at	the	time	of	writing,	though	it	has	been	on	sale)	for	what	it	had	to	offer.	It	did	well	enough	picking	up	light	dust,	yet	it	struggled	with	larger	debris.	Also,	the	Dreame	Z10	frequently	dumped
cereals	out	of	the	cleaner	head	when	it	was	put	back	on	station.	The	dust	bag	in	its	self-emptying	station	is	tiny,	and	its	one-year	warranty	is	sub-standard.The	Black+Decker	Summit	Series	Select	Stick	Vacuum	had	little	going	for	it:	subpar	pickup,	non-exchangeable	battery,	short	warranty.	And	the	cleaner	head	felt	scratchy	on	hardwood	floors.The
Tineco	Pure	One	Station	5	is	a	good	example	of	Tineco’s	inconsistency.	While	we	chose	the	much	cheaper	Tineco	GO	Pet	as	our	budget	pick,	we	found	the	Pure	One	Station	5	disappointing	for	the	price.	The	vacuum	struggled	to	pick	up	Cheerios,	and	it	dumped	them	back	out	when	we	turned	it	off	(a	problem	that	most	other	stick-vac	manufacturers
have	solved	at	this	point).	It’s	virtually	impossible	to	take	its	self-emptying	dock	apart,	and	this	vacuum	performed	poorly	on	fur.The	lightweight	Levoit	LVAC-200	Cordless	Vacuum	(3.2	pounds)	may	suit	you	if	you	have	hand,	shoulder,	or	wrist	issues.	But	its	middling	cleaning	performance	makes	it	an	okay	small-mess	vacuum	at	best.We	found	the
Dyson	V15s	Detect	Submarine	wet-and-dry	vacuum	cleaner	to	be	heavy,	awkward,	and,	at	nearly	$1,000,	ridiculously	pricey.	Like	the	V15	Detect	—	its	much	lighter,	vacuum-only	cousin	—	this	model	has	a	trigger	instead	of	a	button.	Its	mopping	performance	pales	in	comparison	to	that	of	an	old-fashioned	mop.	It’s	also	leaky,	and	its	five	separate
parts	need	to	be	painstakingly	disassembled	to	be	cleaned.The	Tineco	Pure	One	S11	was	a	previous	top	pick,	but	our	current	picks	are	better	cleaners.The	pricey	Samsung	Bespoke	Jet	Stick	comes	with	a	freestanding	(and	bulky)	charging	and	auto-emptying	station.	But	when	we	tested	this	model,	it	wasn’t	any	better	than	the	Dyson	V12	Detect	Slim
or	the	Ryobi	18V	One+	HP	vacuum.Although	the	Hoover	ONEPWR	Emerge	Pet+	is	similar	in	looks	and	performance	to	the	Ryobi	18V	One+	HP	model,	it	costs	more,	has	a	smaller	dustbin,	and	runs	for	a	meager	25	minutes.	We	also	tried	the	Hoover	ONEPWR	Evolve	Pet	Elite.	But	we	found	it	to	be	less	versatile	than	the	Emerge	Pet+	because	it	lacked
attachments	for	cleaning	shelves,	stairs,	and	ceilings.	In	addition,	after	using	the	Evolve	Pet	Elite,	we	were	unable	to	disassemble	it	for	storage	because	its	stick	wouldn’t	detach	from	its	body.The	Electrolux	WellQ7	felt	flimsy,	and	it	was	also	a	worse	cleaner	than	our	picks.Several	contenders	—	including	the	Greenworks	24V	Cordless	Green	Stick
Vacuum	—	had	cool	LED	displays	or	LCD	screens,	but	they	were	incapable	of	sucking	up	and	holding	in	debris	effectively.The	Black+Decker	PowerSeries+	16V	Max	Cordless	Stick	Vacuum	snowplowed	debris	and	dumped	some	back	out	when	we	switched	it	off.The	Miele	Triflex	HX2	Cat	&	Dog	cleans	about	as	well	as	our	picks,	and	it’s	beautifully
designed,	nimble,	and	a	pleasure	to	maneuver.	It	can	work	in	three	configurations:	as	a	handheld	vacuum	cleaner,	with	the	bin	and	motor	(the	heaviest	part)	below	the	handle,	or	with	the	bin	and	motor	directly	above	the	cleaner	head.	(We	found	the	last	configuration	to	be	the	best.)	But	it’s	expensive.	In	our	tests,	its	cleaner	head	jammed	easily	on
certain	rug	and	rug-pad	combinations,	and	we	found	opening	the	dustbin	to	be	a	hassle.	On	top	of	all	that,	its	25-minute	real-life	run	time	and	two-year	warranty	are	disappointing.The	Miele	Duoflex	HX1	is	a	good-looking	vacuum	with	fewer	configurations	than	the	Miele	Triflex	HX2	Cat	&	Dog.	Like	the	Triflex,	the	Duoflex	cleans	about	as	well	as	our
picks,	but	its	base	price	is	higher	than	that	of	all	but	one	of	our	picks	(which	is	usually	on	sale	for	less,	anyway).	This	model	doesn’t	stand	up	on	its	own,	and	when	we	tested	it,	the	brush	roll	jammed	on	medium-pile	carpets	and	quickly	tangled	and	seized	on	longer	hair.	Its	battery	life,	like	that	of	the	Triflex,	tops	out	at	around	25	minutes	of	real-world
usage.	Marki	Williams/NYT	WirecutterVacuum	owners	often	think	their	machines	are	broken	when	all	they	really	need	is	a	cleaning.	Cordless	stick	vacuums	are	sold	on	the	convenience	of	not	needing	bags,	but	they	do	require	regular	maintenance.	“The	number	one	problem	is	that	people	buy	[cordless	stick]	vacuums,	but	they	never	clean	the	filter,”
said	vacuum	repair	specialist	and	collector	Tom	Gasko.	Our	full	article	on	how	to	clean	a	vacuum	cleaner	includes	information	on	cleaning	all	types	of	vacuums.	But	here	are	six	ways	to	keep	your	stick	vacuum	clean	and	maintained:Wash	or	replace	the	filter.	All	of	our	picks	have	washable	filters.	(Check	the	manufacturer’s	guide	for	specific
instructions	on	cleaning	the	filter.)	“Remember	that	the	motor	is	trying	to	draw	air	to	breathe	through	the	filter,”	Gasko	said.	“Clean	the	filters	often,	like	at	least	every	other	use.”Empty	and	clean	the	bin.	An	overstuffed	bin	inhibits	airflow	and	suction.	Hold	the	bin	over	a	trash	can,	and	tap	it	until	it’s	empty.	If	the	bin	gets	grimy,	pop	it	out,	and	clean
the	whole	bowl	(consult	the	manual	first).	Let	it	dry	fully.Check	for	clogs.	Anything	oversize	or	slightly	sticky	runs	the	risk	of	gumming	up	the	works.	Peer	into	the	mechanism,	and	pull	out	anything	that’s	stuck.	If	any	part	of	the	vacuum	cleaner	is	clogged	up,	the	machine	will	lose	suction	power.Clean	the	attachments.	It’s	important	to	clean	out	any
fur,	hair,	or	strings	(and,	in	my	house,	hay).	Tangled-up	brushes	affect	cleaning	performance,	and	they	also	reduce	battery	life.	“A	brush	clogged	with	hair	means	the	motor	is	going	to	draw	a	lot	more	juice	out	of	the	battery	and	really	reduce	the	amount	of	time	that	you	can	get	out	of	the	vacuum,”	Gasko	explained.Don’t	run	your	vacuum	on	high	for
more	than	a	minute	or	two.	Keep	it	on	low	or	an	“eco”	setting	as	much	as	possible,	and	save	the	high-power	or	“boost”	mode	for	spot	cleaning.	Running	your	vacuum	on	the	high	setting	for	long	periods	can	damage	the	battery,	said	James	Brown,	service	specialist	and	museum	curator	at	Mr.	Vacuum	Cleaner.Maintain	the	battery	and	charger.	Once
your	vacuum	is	fully	charged,	unplug	it.	Or,	better	yet,	charge	it	only	when	you	need	it.	Keeping	the	battery	in	the	charging	dock	can	shorten	its	lifespan,	said	Matthew	Childe,	director	of	energy	storage	at	Dyson.	Make	sure	that	the	charging	contacts	are	clean	and	that	the	power	adapter	is	in	working	order.This	guide	was	edited	by	Ingrid	Skjong	and
Courtney	Schley.Damian	Lee,	engineer	at	Ember	and	former	engineer	at	Dyson	and	Shark,	video	interview,	January	31,	2023Tom	Gasko,	vacuum-cleaner	collector	and	repair	specialist	and	owner	of	Mid	Missouri	Vacuum,	video	interview,	February	1,	2023James	Brown,	service	specialist	and	museum	curator	at	Mr.	Vacuum	Cleaner,	video	interview,
December	30,	2022Chris	Kobrick,	director	of	Kenmore	product	management,	email	interviews,	February	15	and	16,	2023Matthew	Childe,	director	of	energy	storage	at	Dyson,	email	interviews,	March	21	and	22,	2023	ProsExcellent	value	for	the	price	Four-stage	HEPA	filtration	Six	attachments	ConsSmall	icons	on	display	may	be	hard	to	readThe
Tineco	Pure	ONE	S11	cordless	stick	vacuum	earns	our	highest	ranking	for	its	cleaning	efficacy	and	overall	functionality,	with	an	affordable	price	tag	to	boot.	It	runs	quietly,	and	it	reliably	sucks	up	dirt,	debris,	and	pet	hair.	Plus,	it	features	a	four-stage	HEPA	filter	and	transforms	into	a	handheld	device.	While	this	cordless	stick	vacuum	works
exceptionally	well	on	carpet,	you	can	also	use	it	on	bare	floors.	We	appreciate	that	it	comes	with	six	attachments,	including	a	head	with	LED	lights,	a	power	brush,	and	a	hair-cleaning	tool.	It	has	a	spacious	dustbin	that	can	be	emptied	with	a	single	release	button	and	comes	with	a	wall-mounted	charging	dock,	so	you	don't	have	to	touch	any	of	the
grime	that	has	collected.	While	the	colorful	digital	display	is	a	step	up	from	what	most	cordless	stick	vacuums	offer,	the	icons	are	small	and	may	be	difficult	to	see	for	some.	Key	Specs	Weight7.1	lbListed	RuntimeUp	to	40	min.HEPA	Filtration	YesAttachments	6Capacity0.6	LProsRelatively	inexpensive	with	solid	featuresSix-stage	filtration
systemMotorized	head	with	LED	headlightTouchscreen	control	panel	ConsOnly	two	attachmentsThis	budget	cordless	stick	vacuum	punches	well	above	its	price	tag,	with	features	that	are	comparable	to	models	that	cost	twice	as	much,	if	not	more.For	starters,	the	BVC11	has	a	brushless	motor	that	can	reach	up	to	13,000	rpm	for	strong	suction.	It	has
an	LED	headlight	on	the	head,	along	with	a	touchscreen	control	panel	that	shows	important	information	like	battery	status	and	power	level	to	maintenance	issue	alerts.	We’re	also	equally	impressed	by	its	six-stage	sealed	HEPA	filtration	system.Other	highlights	include	a	bagless	dustbin	that	empties	directly	into	the	trash	with	a	ring	pull	mechanism,	a
detachable	battery	pack,	and	a	wall-mounted	charging	dock.	The	vacuum	has	an	advertised	runtime	of	roughly	50	minutes,	depending	on	the	power	mode	you're	using	and	if	it's	running	consistently.The	BVC11	only	comes	with	two	attachments,	though	that’s	reflected	in	the	price	point.Key	SpecsWeight9.15	lbListed	RuntimeUp	to	50	min.HEPA
FiltrationYesAttachments2Capacity1	LAdvertisement	-	Continue	Reading	BelowProsPowerful	on	hardwood	and	carpetHEPA	filtration	Four	attachments	ConsFeatures	may	not	warrant	price	for	someA	step	up	in	power	from	Dyson’s	popular	V7	and	V8,	the	V11	cordless	stick	vacuum	boasts	an	acclaimed	runtime	of	60	minutes	with	a	non-motorized
head,	as	well	as	three	power	modes	and	HEPA	filtration.Like	the	Dyson	V15,	this	model	also	converts	to	a	handheld	and	includes	multiple	attachments	for	various	floor	types,	such	as	hardwood	and	carpet.	An	LCD	display	on	the	handle	shows	statuses	and	maintenance	needs.	When	the	job	is	done,	its	triggered	collection	bin	makes	it	easier	to	dump
debris	without	touching	anything	dusty.	We	also	appreciate	its	unassuming	docking	station.There’s	a	lot	to	like	about	this	mid-range	Dyson,	but	for	quick	cleanups	an	earlier	model	with	fewer	bells	and	whistles	may	be	all	you	need.Key	SpecsWeight6.6	lbListed	RuntimeUp	to	60	min.HEPA	FiltrationYesAttachments4Capacity0.2	galProsIncredibly
powerfulExcellent	for	bare	floors	and	carpetAuto-adjust	suctionClick-in	batteryConsNowhere	to	store	some	of	the	attachmentsThe	Dyson	V15	is	the	most	expensive	stick	vacuum	in	our	lineup,	but	if	you	can	stomach	the	price	tag,	you’ll	get	a	cordless	stick	vacuum	that	(quite	literally)	leaves	the	competition	in	the	dust	across	the	board.	It	delivers	top-
notch	performance	on	floors	and	carpets	to	tackle	everything	from	fine	dust	to	messy	debris.Its	motor	spins	up	to	125,000	rpm	and	it	comes	with	two	cleaning	heads,	including	an	upgraded	version	of	the	brand’s	“fluffy”	head	that	features	a	green	laser	headlight	to	detect	fine	dust.	During	testing,	we	found	that	being	able	to	switch	from	cordless	to
handheld	made	it	easier	to	transition	from	tackling	small	messes	to	deeper	cleaning	sessions.The	auto	mode	is	a	nice	feature	for	conserving	battery	life,	as	this	model	only	runs	for	about	an	hour	off	one	charge.	Another	highlight	is	the	motorized	pet	tool.Key	SpecsWeight6.04	lbListed	RuntimeUp	to	60	min.HEPA	FiltrationYesAttachments5Capacity0.2
galAdvertisement	-	Continue	Reading	BelowProsPowerful	cleaning	for	large	debrisHEPA	filtrationConverts	to	hand	vacConsOn	the	heavy	sideSmall	dustbin	capacity	We're	big	fans	of	the	Shark	AZ2002	Vertex	upright	vacuum	for	deep	and	thorough	cleans,	so	it's	no	surprise	that	we	like	the	cordless	model	in	this	lineup,	too.	The	brush	roll	is	excellent
at	pulling	hair	and	large	debris	from	carpets,	as	well	as	polishing	up	your	hardwood	floors.	The	cordless	stick	vacuum	features	an	advertised	runtime	of	60	minutes.It	also	offers	a	HEPA	filtration	system	and	converts	to	a	hand	vac,	and	it	also	bends	at	the	center	of	the	wand	to	get	around	and	under	furniture.	The	Vertex	comes	with	plenty	of
accessories	for	cleaning	a	variety	of	spaces.	However,	this	may	not	be	the	best	choice	if	you	regularly	clean	stairs,	as	the	cordless	vacuum	weighs	roughly	nine	pounds—significantly	more	than	other	vacuums	we	cover.Key	SpecsWeight9.04	lbListed	RuntimeUp	to	60	min.HEPA	FiltrationYesAttachments3Capacity0.34	qtProsLightweightTelescopic
handle	makes	some	cleaning	jobs	less	awkward	High	suctionTwo-hour	runtimeConsNo	HEPA	filtrationIt’s	common	for	a	canister	vacuum	to	have	a	height-adjustable	wand.	But	a	cordless	stick	vacuum?	Not	so	much.	That’s	where	this	option	shines.This	model	has	a	telescoping	wand,	allowing	you	to	easily	point	the	swivel	head	exactly	where	you	need
it.	It’s	also	less	awkward	to	raise	above	your	head	to	clean	things	like	door	moldings	and	the	top	of	the	refrigerator.	The	handheld	conversion	can	reach	tight	corners	and	crevices,	and	the	dustbin	empties	with	one-touch	disposal.	One	of	the	things	we	like	the	most	is	that	this	vacuum	is	self-standing,	which	is	a	feature	we	missed	with	Dyson
models.The	cordless	vacuum	is	considerably	lightweight	at	just	over	six	pounds,	plus	it	checks	boxes	for	solid	features	across	the	board,	including	seven-stage	filtration,	an	LED	light	on	the	head,	and	a	wall-mounted	dock.Key	SpecsWeight6.43	lbListed	Runtime2	hoursHEPA	FiltrationNoAttachments3Capacity0.8	LAdvertisement	-	Continue	Reading
BelowProsLarge	capacity	Motorized	brush	rollWorks	well	on	hardwood	and	carpetConsNo	HEPA	filtrationNo	attachmentsOne	issue	with	stick	vacuums	is	that	they	don’t	have	as	much	capacity	to	hold	dirt	and	dust	in	comparison	to	their	upright	cousins.	However,	this	Hoover	cordless	stick	vacuum	can	hold	10	pounds	of	debris	in	its	large-capacity
dustbin,	making	it	great	for	pet	owners	or	anyone	who	wants	to	take	fewer	trips	to	the	trash	can	when	cleaning	the	whole	house.	It	uses	a	4.0	Ah	rechargeable	battery	and	has	about	35	minutes	of	runtime.The	vac	weighs	less	than	10	pounds,	and	you	can	turn	off	the	motorized	brush	roll	to	seamlessly	transition	between	carpet	and	hardwood.	Do	keep
in	mind	that	it	doesn't	come	with	any	attachments,	and	pet	owners	with	allergies	may	want	to	opt	for	a	vacuum	with	HEPA	filtration.Key	SpecsWeight9.92	lbRun	TimeUp	to	35	min.HEPA	FiltrationNoAttachmentsNoneCapacity10	lbProsLightweight	and	affordableCompact	charging	stationComes	in	multiple	colorsConsRuntime	not	listedMost	stick
vacuums	aren’t	great	to	look	at	when	left	out	of	the	closet—but	Shark’s	Wandvac	System	is	the	exception	to	the	rule.	In	addition	to	its	sleek	design	and	5.9-pound	lightweight	build,	this	model	functions	as	a	stick	vacuum	and	a	hand	vac	and	has	more	power	than	other	lightweight	models.We	love	that	it	comes	with	a	boost	mode	to	help	you	power
through	tougher	messes	and	is	equipped	with	a	low-profile	charging	dock	that	doubles	as	the	storage	base.	Similar	to	other	Shark	designs,	the	vacuum	head	uses	the	brand's	PowerFins,	which	are	like	little	paddles	that	make	continuous	contact	with	the	floor	as	you	clean	to	make	sure	nothing	is	missed.	The	downside	is	that	its	small	dust	cup	needs	to
be	emptied	more	frequently	than	most	other	cordless	stick	vacuums.Key	SpecsWeight5.9	lbListed	RuntimeNot	listedHEPA	FiltrationYesAttachments3Capacity0.01	qtAmber	JoglarReviews	EditorAmber	is	a	Reviews	Editor	with	bylines	on	Popular	Mechanics,	Runner’s	World,	Bicycling,	and	Best	Products	sites.	Specializing	in	kitchen	gadgets,	small
appliances,	lifestyle,	and	consumer	tech,	she	brings	hands-on	testing	and	a	detail-oriented	approach	to	every	review.	In	her	free	time	you	can	likely	find	her	trading	trinkets	at	an	EDM	festival,	searching	for	hidden	gems	at	thrift	stores,	or	cuddling	with	her	two	cats.Rachel	KleinDeputy	EditorRachel	is	the	Deputy	Editor	of	Reviews	for	Hearst's
Enthusiast	and	Wellness	Group	where	she	supports	Popular	Mechanics,	Runner's	World,	and	Best	Products.	Her	background	is	in	service	journalism	and	earlier	in	her	career	she	worked	as	a	daily	newspaper	reporter	and	book	editor.	She	spent	more	than	a	decade	as	a	staff	editor	and	writer	at	TripAdvisor	and	Penguin	Random	House	and	her	byline
has	appeared	in	Time	Out	New	York,	the	New	York	Daily	News,	and	New	York	Magazine.	Outside	of	work,	Rachel	can	be	found	planning	her	next	trip,	visiting	museums	and	galleries,	and	walking	her	wirehaired	dachshund	in	Central	Park.Watch	Next	Advertisement	-	Continue	Reading	Below	If	you	don't	like	being	tethered	by	a	power	cord	while
cleaning,	the	best	cordless	vacuums	deliver	top-tier	suction	power	and	cord-free	convenience.	Cordless	stick	vacuums	are	also	lightweight	and	easy	to	carry,	and	most	transform	into	handheld	vacuums,	letting	you	reach	all	the	nooks	and	crannies	around	your	home.Over	the	years,	we've	tested	dozens	of	the	best	vacuums.	Today's	best	cordless
vacuums	are	as	powerful	and	reliable	as	their	upright	counterparts,	but	much	less	bulkier	and	far	more	agile	to	maneuver.	We	evaluated	them	on	cleaning	performance,	battery	life,	and	overall	ease	of	use.	Our	top	pick	is	the	Shark	Cordless	PowerDetect	Clean	&	Empty	System,	which	offers	impressive	suction	in	a	compact,	easy-to-use	form	with
amazing	battery	life	and	has	a	self-emptying	base	(like	in	your	favorite	robot	vacuums)	that	cut	down	on	interaction	with	dirt.	For	a	more	budget-friendly	option,	the	Levoit	LVAC-200	costs	under	$200,	and	is	delightfully	lightweight	and	easy	to	maneuver	with	good	pick	up	power.Find	out	more	about	how	Insider	Reviews	tests	and	reviews	home
products.	It's	almost	Black	Friday	and	almost	all	of	the	top	vacuums	we've	tested	are	majorly	discounted,	some	by	as	much	as	half	off.	Our	best	overall	pick,	the	Shark	PowerDetect	Clean	&	Empty	System	is	33%	off.	If	you're	looking	for	a	lightweight	vacuum	that	packs	above	its	class,	the	Levoit	LVAC-200	is	on	sale	for	$130,	it's	lowest	price	to	date.
Even	the	majority	of	the	Dyson	lineup	is	on	sale	too	with	up	to	$330	off.	See	more	of	the	best	Black	Friday	vacuum	deals.	Our	top	picks	for	cordless	vacuumsBest	overall:	Shark	Cordless	PowerDetect	Clean	&	Empty	System	-	$599.99	$399.99	at	AmazonBest	lightweight:	Levoit	LVAC-200	-	$199.99	$129.99	at	AmazonMost	powerful:	Dyson	V15	Detect	-
$849.99	$599.99	at	DysonBest	budget:	Tikom	V500	-	$99.99	$75.96	at	AmazonBest	midrange:	Bissell	PowerClean	FurFinder	-	$229.99	$129.96	at	AmazonBest	with	auto-emptying	base:	LG	CordZero	All-in-One	-	$749	at	AmazonBest	upright:	Hoover	OnePwr	Evolve	Pet	Elite	-	$279.99	$249.99	at	WalmartBest	wet-dry:	Tineco	Floor	One	S7	Pro	-	$699
$349	at	AmazonBest	overallWe	went	back	and	forth	about	recommending	a	vacuum	with	an	auto-empty	base	station	as	the	best	overall,	but	as	more	and	more	brands	debut	these	easy	cleaning	docks	that	minimize	your	exposure	to	dust,	and	we	put	this	cordless	through	months	of	regular	use,	the	Shark	PowerDetect	Clean	&	Empty	System	found	its
way	to	the	top.Similar	to	our	previous	best	pick,	the	Shark	Stratos,	this	new	cordless	model	has	a	dual-brush	roll	floor	head	that	performs	well	across	both	hard	floors	and	carpeting	and	the	flexible	wand	to	reach	under	low	areas,	but	it	also	boasts	the	brand's	new	PowerDetect	technology.	Thanks	to	several	sensors	in	the	floorhead,	the	vacuum
automatically	adjusts	suction	based	on	the	floor	type,	amount	of	debris	detected,	and	even	proximity	to	walls.	It	had	no	problem	pulling	up	embedded	pet	hair	and	strands	of	hair	did	not	get	stuck	around	the	brushroll,	making	it	an	ideal	option	if	you're	one	of	the	best	vacuums	for	pet	hair.	Thanks	to	the	large	dustbin	in	its	dock	that	can	hold	up	to	45
days	of	debris,	you	don't	have	to	manually	empty	the	Shark	Cordless	PowerDetect	after	cleaning.	Camryn	Rabideau/Business	Insider	In	testing,	we	found	the	PowerDetect	feature	to	be	quite	convenient,	as	we	didn't	have	to	manually	adjust	the	suction	as	we	cleaned,	and	the	vacuum	seemed	to	do	a	better	job	cleaning	along	baseboards	than	others.
The	brand	also	claims	the	vacuum	offers	better	cleaning	on	the	reverse	stroke,	but	we	didn't	see	a	noticeable	difference	in	this	area.	We	also	noticed	some	resistance	in	pushing	on	mid-pile	carpet	but	had	an	easier	time	on	low-pile	and	flat	weave	area	rugs.	The	battery	lasted	just	over	an	hour	on	the	PowerDetect	setting	on	hard	floor,	but	mileage	can
vary,	as	another	tester	noted	she	got	25	minutes	of	cleaning.The	model	feels	a	little	bit	top	heavy,	which	is	not	an	issue	unique	to	Shark	and	can	cause	some	arm	strain	after	cleaning	for	a	while.	Despite	this,	the	vacuum	feels	highly	maneuverable,	with	a	collapsing	arm	that	makes	it	easier	to	toggle	the	vacuum	under	furniture	and	other	hard	to	reach
areas.When	you	place	this	vacuum	back	on	its	base,	the	dustbin	door	automatically	pops	open,	and	strong	suction	power	pulls	debris	out	of	the	vacuum	and	into	a	2-liter	bin	inside	the	dock.	This	saved	us	from	having	to	manually	empty	the	dustbin	after	cleaning,	but	we	did	notice	that	it	only	works	when	the	wand	and	floor	head	are	attached.	If	you
place	the	vacuum	on	the	base	with	one	of	the	smaller	attachments,	its	weight	isn't	heavy	enough	to	trigger	the	self-emptying	feature.	When	the	indicator	light	goes	on	to	tell	you	the	base	is	full	of	debris,	it's	easy	to	pull	off	using	a	handle	on	top	of	the	dust	bin,	and	you	simply	empty	its	bagless	design	into	a	trash	can.	I've	gone	over	two	months	before
without	having	to	empty	the	bin.	Emptying	the	vacuum	is	loud,	a	bit	like	a	jet	engine	taking	off	and	louder	than	when	generally	vacuuming.	There	is	a	night	lock	feature	you	can	keep	on	if	you're	concerned	about	noise.	Detaching	the	dustbin	to	empty	manually	is	possible,	but	not	exactly	intuitive.If	you	want	the	power	and	performance	of	the
PowerDetect,	but	don't	care	for	the	auto-empty	base	station	or	have	the	space	to	dedicate	to	a	dock	(there's	no	denying,	this	does	take	up	some	floor	space)	Shark	also	offers	the	PowerDetect	Essential,	which	shaves	a	$100	off	the	retail	price	and	has	a	standard	bin.We	also	compared	the	Shark	PowerDetect	and	Dyson's	Gen5Detect,	which	is	its
flagship	model,	in	terms	of	performance,	value,	and	ease	of	use,	and	the	PowerDetect	slightly	edged	out	as	a	more	well-rounded	option	thanks	to	its	premium	features	including	the	auto-empty,	LED	lights,	and	dirt	detection	at	a	more	palatable	price,	though	the	Gen5Detect	delivered	a	more	satisfying	clean	when	evaluating	performance.Best
lightweightCordless	vacuums	are	almost	always	lighter	than	upright	vacuums,	but	the	Levoit	LVAC-200	is	particularly	lightweight	at	just	3.2	pounds.	It	has	a	comfortable	grip	and	easy-to-maneuver	floorhead,	and	in	testing,	this	lightweight	cordless	vacuum	never	caused	arm	strain,	even	when	used	for	longer	cleaning	sessions.	It's	also	a	breeze	to
carry	up	and	down	stairs	—	a	major	bonus	if	you	live	in	a	multi-story	home	—	and	unlike	most	cordless	vacuums,	it	can	stand	up	on	its	own.	The	lightweight	and	budget-friendly	Levoit	LVAC-200	can	literally	stand	up	to	more	premium	models	in	terms	of	its	excellent	cleaning	performance.	Camryn	Rabideau/	Business	Insider	Despite	its	smaller	form,
this	inexpensive	vacuum	did	a	good	job	in	our	cleaning	tests,	as	well.	It	was	able	to	pick	up	both	large	and	small	debris	from	carpeting	and	hard	floors,	and	strands	of	hair	didn't	get	tangled	around	its	brushroll.	Larger	debris	like	cereal	occasionally	needed	a	few	passes	to	pick	up,	but	overall,	we	were	impressed	with	its	cleaning	abilities,	especially
considering	its	price	point.	We	also	liked	its	sizable	dust	bin	and	quiet	noise	level,	but	its	LED	headlights	could	be	brighter	and	the	battery	life	is	fairly	short	on	the	highest	suction	setting.Read	our	Levoit	LVAC-200	review	for	more	details.Most	powerfulIf	you're	willing	to	spend	a	little	more	for	high-end	features	and	top-tier	cleaning	power,	the	Dyson
V15	Detect	is	worth	the	money.	This	cordless	model	is	the	best	Dyson	vacuum	we've	tested,	boasting	features	like	automatic	suction	adjustment,	laser	dirt	detection,	and	an	LCD	screen	that	shows	you	exactly	how	much	runtime	is	left.	This	model	is	lightweight	and	easy	to	drive	around,	and	it	comes	with	a	variety	of	attachments	to	clean	areas	all
around	your	home.	It	also	has	a	long	lasting	battery,	making	it	a	good	option	for	both	deep	cleaning	and	larger	homes,	though	you	may	find	yourself	pausing	to	empty	the	dust	bin	based	on	the	large	amount	of	debris	it	pulls	up.	The	laser	on	the	Fluffy	Optic	Cleaner	Head	reveals	dust	that	the	eye	can't	see.	Jaclyn	Turner/Business	Insider	The	V15
Detect	is	also	one	of	the	most	powerful	cordless	vacuums	out	there.	Its	"Fluffy	Optic"	head	picks	up	fine	particles,	dirt,	and	dust	from	hard	floors	with	ease,	highlighting	spots	you	might	have	missed	with	its	green	laser,	while	the	"Digital	Motorbar"	attachment,	which	is	the	traditional	cleanerhead	found	across	the	Dyson	line	up	with	stiff	bristles	and
detangling	veins	that	resist	hair	wrap,	excels	on	carpeting	thanks	to	its	adjustable	height	setting.	The	downside	is	that	you	need	to	swap	out	the	floorheads	when	moving	from	one	type	of	floor	to	another,	which	is	a	bit	inconvenient.It's	worth	noting	that	this	Dyson	has	a	trigger-style	power	button,	which	can	be	tiring	to	hold	down	for	longer	cleaning
sessions.	If	you	prefer	an	on/off	button,	you	may	want	to	upgrade	to	the	Dyson	Gen5detect,	which	has	similar	features	and	accessories	but	the	higher	price	point	kept	it	from	being	a	top	pick	when	its	predecessor	is	just	as	effective.	If	you	can	find	it	on	sale,	however,	when	it	matches	the	price	of	the	V15	Detect	it's	a	no-brainer	to	pick	up.	Dyson	also
offers	the	V15	Detect	in	an	Absolute	version,	which	is	a	Dyson.com	exclusive	and	features	HEPA;	sometimes	it	can	be	found	on	sale	cheaper	than	the	original	edition.	There	is	also	the	Dyson	V15s	Submarine	Detect	which	incorporates	an	additional	motorized	mopping	cleanerhead,	which	was	very	cool	to	use	and	effective	at	scrubbing	the	floors,	but	I
did	not	like	the	aftercare	process	and	it	costs	a	whopping	$1,049.Best	budgetAfter	shopping	around	for	the	cheapest	cordless	vacuum	cleaner	for	a	small	apartment	with	wooden	floors	and	living	with	an	ever-shedding	cat,	I	settled	on	the	Tikom	V500.	It	costs	a	touch	more	than	the	cheapest	models,	but	features	more	powerful	suction	than	everything
I	researched	under	$100,	and	it's	been	a	great	buy	so	far.Thanks	to	decent	suction	and	a	very	maneuverable	roller	on	the	end	of	the	stick,	I've	had	no	problems	picking	up	loose	hair,	crumbs,	cat	litter,	and	kibble	on	hard	floors,	carpeted	areas,	and	rugs,	and	I've	noticed	minimal	hair	wrap	or	clogs	around	the	brush	roll.	It's	quite	heavy	in	handheld
mode,	but	it	works	great	between	full	cleans	for	grabbing	loose	tufts	of	cat	hair	drifting	around	the	apartment,	or	crumbs	from	the	sofa.	For	under	$100,	the	Tikom	V500	has	proved	itself	to	be	very	effective	for	cleaning	up	after	a	cat	in	a	small	apartment.	Brendan	Griffiths/Business	Insider	The	bin	is	rather	small,	and	hair	clings	to	the	filter	inside
quite	easily,	but	this	did	not	seem	to	hamper	suction	performance	in	regular	or	turbo	modes.	The	battery	performs	well	for	the	cost	and	is	more	than	enough	for	a	small	apartment	at	34	minutes	in	normal	mode,	or	19	on	turbo.	Charging	takes	roughly	five	hours	from	empty.A	quick	shoutout	to	the	LED	light	on	the	roller.	It's	a	fantastic	value	and	not
the	pointless	gimmick	I	expected,	as	it	shows	up	smaller	debris	I	would	have	missed	otherwise.	It	gets	washed	out	in	brightly	lit	rooms,	but	excels	in	lower	lighting.	The	telescoping	wand	is	also	useful	to	acommodate	the	comfort	of	people	of	varying	heights.Tikom	V500	isn't	capable	of	free-standing,	and	is	very	top-heavy,	so	you'll	likely	want	to	install
the	wall	mount,	which	also	has	accessory	storage.	That	said,	as	a	renter	who	doesn't	want	to	add	holes	to	my	wall,	I	regularly	just	prop	it	up	in	a	corner,	and	it	hasn't	fallen	down	yet.	I'm	a	big	fan	of	the	white	design	as	limited	closet	space	and	cleaning	up	constantly	after	the	cat	means	I	want	to	keep	it	handy,	but	it	blends	in	well	with	the	white	walls
compared	to	the	range	of	colorful	alternatives	from	the	competition."	—	Brendan	Griffiths,	senior	commerce	directorBest	midrange	Bissell	PowerClean	FurFinder	The	brand	new	Bissell	PowerClean	FurFinder	is	a	great	value-driven	cordless	vacuum	with	three	suction	settings,	bright	LED	lights,	a	tangle-free	brush-roll,	and	up	to	40	minutes	of	battery
life.	Bonus,	it	can	stand	upright	when	not	in	use,	and	the	wall-dock	has	space	to	store	the	two	attachments.	For	those	with	a	moderate	budget,	Bissell's	PowerClean	FurFinder	punches	above	its	weight,	retailing	at	$230,	but	frequently	on	sale	for	$180.	It	offers	three	cleaning	modes	and	HEPA	filtration,	plus	convenient	design	features	like	super	bright



LED	lights	and	a	self-standing	design.There	were	some	trade-offs	though:	long	strands	of	hair	still	wrapped	around	the	brushroll,	large	pieces	of	debris,	like	cereal	ending	up	clogging	the	dustbin,	and	I	didn't	love	needing	two	hands	to	empty	the	dust	bin.The	vacuum	gets	about	40	minutes	on	Eco,	but	I	preferred	using	medium	power,	which	was	also
sufficient	on	carpet,	and	lasted	about	22	minutes.	In	our	pick	up	tests,	it	failed	at	picking	up	large	pieces	of	cereal,	not	only	pushing	it	forward,	but	the	curvature	of	the	dustbin	created	a	build-up	that	kept	the	pieces	from	entering	the	bin.	On	carpet	however,	it	had	no	trouble.	It	also	aced	at	smaller	particles	on	both	carpet	and	hard	floors.	It's	also
noteworthy	that	only	pulled	up	83%	of	fine	flour	into	the	bin	on	medium	when	on	carpet.	While	it	did	clear	the	mess,	the	floorhead	got	caked	in	residue,	which	presented	a	separate	clean	up	opportunity.I	recommend	this	vacuum	for	pet	hair;	though	my	long	hair	inconveniently	wrapped	around	the	brushroll,	it	had	no	issue	pulling	up	embedded	fur
from	the	carpets.	It	also	comes	with	a	motorized	brushroll	attachment,	what	Bissell	dubs	its	FurFinder	tool,	perfect	for	small	jobs	and	upholstery.For	emptying	the	dustbin,	you	conveniently	do	not	have	to	separate	the	handheld	from	the	wand	to	empty,	but	it	takes	a	few	extra	beats	to	empty	the	bin.	It	requires	both	hands	to	remove	and	empty,	which
entails	ejecting	the	bin	from	the	handheld	portion,	lifting	a	wire	handle	to	separate	the	lid	from	the	bin,	which	is	gently	suctioned	to	stay	put,	with	grooves	to	click	into	place.	A	bright	spot	is	that	removable	dust	bin	empties	in	a	way	that	I	rarely	had	to	stick	my	hand	into	get	any	stuck	debris	out.Best	with	auto-emptying	baseThe	LG	CordZero	All-in-
One	is	packed	with	useful	features,	from	a	height-adjustable	wand	to	a	powered	mopping	attachment,	all	conveniently	anchored	by	a	self-emptying	base.	However,	what	impressed	us	the	most	was	its	sheer	suction	power,	which	was	comparable	to	that	of	full-size	corded	vacuums.	The	CordZero	was	able	to	pick	up	100%	of	debris	from	thick	rugs
thanks	to	its	carpet-agitator	brushroll,	and	it	quickly	became	our	go-to	vacuum	to	clean	up	what	other	models	left	behind	during	testing.	It's	not	a	one-trick	pony,	either:	it	performed	equally	well	on	hard	floors	thanks	to	its	secondary	soft	roller,	which	captures	fine	debris	and	prevents	particles	from	scattering	around	the	floor.	The	mopping
attachment	was	handy	for	scrubbing	stains	off	hard	floors	—	you	just	fill	its	water	tank	and	add	a	little	cleaning	solution,	and	it	works	like	a	spray	mop	with	two	rotating	microfiber	mop	pads.	While	pricey,	this	cordless	vacuum	performs	well	on	all	surfaces	and	can	even	be	used	to	mop.	All	parts	store	neatly	on	the	auto-empty	base.	Camryn
Rabideau/Business	Insider	The	vacuum	is	well-balanced	and	easy	to	maneuver,	and	we	love	that	it	has	a	compression	lever	in	the	onboard	dustbin	that	lets	you	tamp	down	the	contents	and	clean	for	longer.	The	self-emptying	base	does	a	great	job	sucking	debris	out	of	the	dustbin	to	minimize	maintenance.	It	traps	all	the	dirt	and	dust	in	a	33.8-ounce
vacuum	bag	to	keep	it	contained	and	easier	to	empty.	However,	the	vacuum	definitely	doesn't	run	for	200	minutes,	as	the	brand	claims.	On	its	regular	suction	setting	with	the	floorhead	attached,	you	get	about	15	minutes	of	operation,	for	a	total	of	30	minutes	between	the	two	included	batteries.This	all-in-one	cordless	vacuum	comes	with	a	variety	of
attachments,	including	a	powered	mini	tool,	combo	tool,	crevice	tool,	and	spray	mopping	attachment,	and	everything	stores	nicely	on	its	freestanding	dock.	We	do	wish	that	the	vacuum	was	available	without	the	mopping	tool,	which	not	everyone	will	need,	but	the	brand's	next	model	down,	the	A937KGMS,	has	less	suction	power.Best	uprightIf	you
want	the	convenience	of	a	cordless	vacuum	but	the	power	of	an	upright	model,	the	Hoover	OnePwr	Evolve	Pet	Elite	offers	the	best	of	both	worlds.	It's	essentially	a	smaller,	lighter	version	of	the	best	upright	vacuums,	weighing	in	at	just	9	pounds,	and	it	has	a	convenient	freestanding	design	that's	more	stable	than	other	cordless	vacuums.	This	means	it
will	stand	on	its	own	if	you	have	to	pause	cleaning,	unlike	other	models	that	have	to	be	leaned	up	against	something.	Hoover's	OnePwr	Evolve	offers	the	free-range	convenience	of	a	cordless,	with	the	stability	of	an	upright	vacuum.	Camryn	Rabideau/Business	Insider	In	testing,	the	OnePwr	Evolve	ran	for	around	20	minutes	per	charge,	and	it
performed	particularly	well	on	carpeting,	creating	a	good	seal	to	pick	up	debris	of	all	sizes.	It	has	a	no-tangle	brushroll	that	fares	well	against	pet	hair,	and	its	dustbin	is	larger	than	most	cordless	vacuums,	as	well.	However,	it's	not	the	best	at	picking	up	fine	particles	on	hard	flooring,	and	it	doesn't	come	with	any	attachments	or	a	hose,	so	it	can't	be
used	for	any	above-floor	cleaning.Best	wet-dryYou	can	simultaneously	vacuum	and	mop	with	the	Tineco	Floor	One	S7	Pro,	which	is	the	best	wet-dry	vacuum	we've	tested.	It	has	four	cleaning	modes	—	auto,	max,	suction	only,	and	custom	—	and	it	uses	fresh	water	and	cleaning	solution	to	remove	stains	and	scruff	from	hard	floors,	all	while	picking	up
small	debris.	Its	self-propelled	design	makes	it	easy	to	push	around	your	home,	and	the	head	also	swivels	to	reach	around	obstacles	and	under	furniture	for	a	thorough	clean.	The	Tineco	Floor	One	S7	Pro	streamlines	hardfloor	cleaning	with	the	ability	to	vacuum	and	mop	at	the	same	time.	The	unique	dirt-detection	tech	alerts	to	when	floors	are	clean
and	it	has	advanced	self-cleaning	features	for	easier	clean	up.	Alex	Temblador/	Business	Insider	In	testing,	this	wet-dry	vacuum	made	quick	work	of	all	types	of	messes,	picking	up	everything	from	flour	to	Cheerios	and	even	liquids	like	syrup	and	barbecue	sauce	in	just	one	pass.	It	continuously	rinses	off	its	brushroll	as	it	cleans	to	avoid	spreading	dirt
around	the	floor,	and	when	you're	finished	cleaning,	you	can	run	the	self-cleaning	cycle	to	flush	out	the	machine	and	clean	and	dry	its	mop	bar.	You	will	have	to	promptly	empty	the	dirty	water	tank,	though,	which	can	get	a	little	grimy	depending	on	what	you	suck	up.Read	our	full	Tineco	Floor	One	S7	Pro	review.What	else	we	tested	We	tested	a
variety	of	cordless	vacuums;	some	performed	better	than	others.	Camryn	Rabideau/Business	Insider	Shark	Stratos	Cordless	Vacuum:	This	is	an	all-around	great	vacuum,	only	to	be	bested	by	the	Shark	PowerDetect,	and	it's	longer	battery	life	and	convenient	auto-empty	design.	When	you	can	find	it	on	sale,	its	a	great	discount,	but	now	that	newer
technology	from	Shark	is	available	at	comparable	prices,	it	makes	more	sense	to	opt	for	the	newer	models.	Read	our	Shark	Stratos	cordless	review	for	more	details.Shark	Vertex	Lightweight	Cordless:	This	was	a	previous	best	overall	pick	with	solid	cleaning	performance.	Again,	more	current	models	like	PowerDetect	offer	more	refined	features,	like
automatically	adjusting	suction	power,	more	battery	life	and	higher	suction	power.	The	Vertex	Pro	version	introduces	an	LED	display.Dyson	Gen5Detect:	The	Dyson	Gen5Detect	is	truly	an	incredible	vacuum,	and	you	read	more	on	our	full	experience	in	our	review.	It	is	Dyson's	most	premium	offering	and	introduces	a	convenient	on-and-off	power
switch.	However,	at	over	$1,000,	the	marginally	longer	battery	life	and	power	are	not	quite	enough	to	knock	out	our	love	for	the	V15	Detect	unless	you	can	find	it	on	sale.	Read	our	Dyson	Gen5Detect	review	for	more	details.Dyson	V8	Cordless	Vacuum:	As	Dyson's	entry-level	offering,	its	a	powerful	machine	with	up	to	40	minutes	of	battery	for	those
who	want	Dyson	but	don't	care	as	much	about	the	latest	technology	or	bells	and	whistles.	However,	with	its	$500+	price	tag,	you	can	get	a	Shark	or	Tineco	with	auto-adjusting	suction	power,	longer	battery	life	and	more	features.	Dyson	marks	down	the	V8	to	around	$300	when	on	sale,	presenting	a	great	bargain.	Read	our	Dyson	V8	review.Shark
Cordless	Pet	Vacuum:	This	best-selling	vacuum	on	Amazon	caught	our	attention	as	one	of	Shark's	most	affordable	cordless	vacuums,	but	despite	the	name,	fell	short	of	being	a	top	option	for	pet	parents,	as	hair	wrapped	around	the	brush	roll,	did	not	have	a	particularly	effective	pet	tool,	and	it	struggled	with	fine	particles.	For	the	price,	it	is	easy	to
use,	has	great	suction,	and	the	battery	lasted	as	promised.	Read	our	Shark	Cordless	Pet	Vacuum	review.Tineco	S10	ZT:	Tineco's	$200	Walmart-exclusive	is	a	decent	vacuum,	and	there's	not	much	out	there	at	this	price	point	that	also	automatically	adjusts	suction,	further	complimented	by	Tineco's	visual	dirt	detection	indicator.	However,	it's	pretty
bare	bones	in	terms	of	attachments,	just	a	crevice	tool	and	a	dusting	brush	and	battery	life	was	just	OK.	Read	our	Tineco	S10	ZT	review	for	more	details.Electrolux	Ultimate600	cordless	vacuum:	The	Electrolux	is	a	reliable	cordless	vacuum	with	great	suction	power	and	decent	battery	life,	but	hair	did	wrap	around	the	brushroll	and	it's	not	HEPA
rated.	It's	attachment	rich	Complete	edition,	comes	with	an	additional	soft-roller	floorhead	reminiscent	of	the	Dyson	that	blew	our	reviewer	away.	Read	our	Electrolux	Ultimate	600	review.RYOBI	ONE+	18V	Vacuum	Cleaner	Kit:	This	battery-powered	option	from	the	electric	tool	brand	has	a	lot	of	fans,	but	it's	just	not	as	comfortable	to	use	as	our	top
picks.	We	found	it	to	be	quite	top-heavy	and	awkward	to	maneuver,	and	its	performance	on	carpeting	was	lackluster.	The	battery	lasted	for	18	minutes	on	normal	suction	power,	but	if	you	have	other	ONE+	batteries	from	the	brand,	you	can	swap	them	in	to	extend	your	cleaning	time.Tineco	Pure	One	Station:	This	higher-end	option	from	Tineco	has	a
self-emptying	base	that	helps	streamline	maintenance,	but	we	ran	into	some	issues	with	it	during	testing.	The	vacuum	actually	fell	off	the	dock	multiple	times	when	it	was	preparing	to	self-empty,	and	it	also	struggled	to	pick	up	large	debris	like	cereal.	However,	the	vacuum	itself	is	lightweight	and	easy	to	use,	and	its	battery	lasted	for	around	30
minutes	on	the	auto	setting.What	to	look	for	in	a	cordless	vacuum	The	dust	bin	is	often	located	at	the	top	of	a	cordless	vacuum,	a	design	that	lets	your	vac	reach	under	low	spaces	but	can	also	become	tiring	to	hold.	To	power	your	vacuum,	you	may	need	to	hold	down	a	trigger	or	simply	press	an	on/off	button.	Connie	Chen/Business	Insider	Features	to
look	for	in	a	cordless	vacuum	With	so	many	cordless	vacuums	available,	several	key	features	should	be	considered	when	selecting	the	best	model	for	your	home.Battery	life:	Cordless	vacuums	run	on	rechargeable	batteries,	which	means	they	offer	a	limited	amount	of	runtime.	Most	brands	will	list	their	vacuum's	battery	life	in	the	product	specs,	but	it's
important	to	remember	that	this	is	the	maximum	possible	runtime	on	the	lowest	suction	setting.	In	reality,	most	cordless	vacuums	only	last	for	20	to	30	minutes	on	standard	suction,	and	if	you	put	them	on	a	boost	setting,	the	battery	life	decreases	even	further.You'll	want	to	keep	battery	life	in	mind	as	you	compare	different	cordless	vacuums.	A
shorter	battery	life	may	not	be	an	issue	if	you	just	want	to	use	the	vacuum	for	quick	clean-ups	around	the	house,	but	if	you're	going	to	be	cleaning	large	areas,	it's	worth	looking	for	a	model	with	a	longer	runtime	and/or	an	extra	battery	that	you	can	swap	in.	We	prioritized	options	with	removable	batteries	where	you	can	buy	extra	batteries	to	keep	on
hand	if	your	cleaning	needs	exceed	beyond	what's	standard.Weight	and	size:	Cordless	stick	vacuums	typically	weigh	less	than	10	pounds,	making	them	a	lightweight	option	that's	easy	to	carry	around.	However,	because	their	dust	bins	are	generally	located	at	the	top	of	the	vacuum,	many	models	are	top-heavy	and	can't	stand	up	on	their	own.	If	you
tend	to	pause	frequently	while	cleaning,	you	may	want	to	look	for	a	cordless	vacuum	with	a	freestanding	design.Dirt	disposal:	You'll	want	to	check	the	size	of	the	dustbin	on	your	cordless	vacuum,	as	they	typically	can't	hold	as	much	debris	as	full-size	vacuums.	Most	cordless	vacuums	are	also	bagless	and	empty	directly	into	a	trash	bin	as	opposed	to	a
one-time	use	bag.	If	you	have	a	large	home	or	pets	that	shed,	you'll	want	to	look	for	a	vacuum	with	a	larger	dustbin	capacity	—	otherwise,	you'll	be	making	frequent	trips	to	the	trash	can	while	cleaning.It's	worth	noting	that	some	newer	cordless	vacuums	have	self-emptying	bases.	When	you	place	the	vacuum	back	on	its	dock,	it	automatically	empties
the	on-board	dust	bin	into	the	base.	This	saves	you	from	having	to	empty	the	vacuum	manually	and	helps	to	keep	the	dustbin	clean	and	dust-free.Filtration:	Vacuums	with	HEPA	(high-efficiency	particulate	air)	filters	are	the	golden	standard	of	air	filtration,	which	means	the	filter	can	trap	at	least	99.97%	of	particles	down	to	0.3	microns	in	size.	If	you
have	allergies	or	are	sensitive	to	dust,	a	HEPA	filter	will	be	of	the	utmost	importance,	but	most	can	settle	for	the	general	filters	designed	by	various	brands,	but	they	have	not	been	tested	to	the	same	standard	as	HEPA.	A	fully-sealed	design	also	keeps	suctioned	particles	inside	and	does	not	push	them	back	out	into	the	air.	Some	vacuums	require	filter
replacements,	while	others	like	Dyson	or	Shark	can	be	washed	with	water.	You'll	want	to	clean	the	filter	regularly	to	maintain	suction	performance.Attachments:	If	you	want	to	use	your	cordless	vacuums	to	clean	different	areas	of	your	home,	you	may	want	to	look	for	a	model	with	special	tools	and	attachments.	Some	options	have	separate	floorheads
for	carpeting	vs.	hard	floors,	while	others	come	with	accessories	like	crevice	tools,	dusting	brushes,	and	upholstery	cleaners.	It's	also	worth	considering	how	you'll	store	the	attachments	—	some	vacuum	docks	have	slots	for	accessories,	which	is	handy	for	keeping	everything	organized.Docking:	Your	cordless	vacuum	will	need	to	be	charged	after	each
use,	and	many	models	come	with	convenient	freestanding	or	wall-mounted	docking	stations.	When	you	place	the	vacuum	back	in	the	dock,	it	automatically	recharges	so	it	will	be	ready	for	next	use.	If	the	vacuum	you	choose	doesn't	come	with	a	dock,	you'll	likely	need	to	plug	it	in	manually	or	remove	the	battery	to	charge	it	between	uses,	which	is	a	bit
more	cumbersome.Budget:	Cordless	vacuums	can	vary	significantly	in	price,	ranging	from	$100	to	upward	of	$1,000	for	premium	models.	If	you're	looking	for	a	supplementary	cleaning	tool,	a	more	budget-friendly	option	will	generally	be	fine	for	light-duty	cleaning,	but	if	you	want	a	cordless	model	to	be	your	home's	primary	vacuum,	you	may	need	to
spend	a	bit	more	to	get	powerful	suction	and	longer	battery	life.How	we	test	cordless	vacuum	cleaners	We	see	how	each	vacuum	handles	substances	like	kitty	litter,	flour,	cereal,	and	coffee	on	hard	floors	and	carpets,	weighing	each	canister	to	see	how	much	is	picked	up.	Connie	Chen/Insider	We've	tested	more	than	a	dozen	cordless	vacuum	cleaners
from	top	brands	like	Shark,	Dyson	and	Tineco,	and	our	testers	evaluate	each	model	on	the	following	criteria:1.	Cleaning	performance:	The	most	important	factor	when	selecting	a	vacuum	is	its	cleaning	abilities,	so	we	put	each	model	through	a	series	of	tests	to	see	how	well	it	can	pick	up	different	types	of	debris.	We	measure	out	30	grams	of	flour,
ground	coffee,	Cheerios,	and	cat	litter,	then	vacuum	up	each	one,	weighing	the	vacuum	to	see	if	it	truly	picked	up	all	the	debris.	We	repeat	these	tests	on	both	hard	floors	and	carpeting.	We	also	use	each	vacuum	to	clean	up	pet	hair,	noting	whether	it	gets	wrapped	around	the	brushroll,	and	we	try	out	any	attachments	that	come	with	the	vacuum.	I
tested	each	of	the	vacuums	against	five	materials	(flour,	ground	coffee,	cat	litter,	whole	Cheerios,	and	dog	hair)	on	three	different	surfaces	(carpet/rug,	hardwood,	and	tile).	An	example	of	one	of	the	test	results:2.	Battery	life:	The	battery	life	of	cordless	vacuums	often	varies	significantly	from	the	marketed	runtime,	so	we	test	each	vacuum	to	see	how
long	the	vacuum	realistically	lasts	during	use.	Starting	with	a	full	charge,	we	run	each	vacuum	on	its	normal	setting	until	it	dies.	If	the	vacuum	has	a	boost	mode,	we	repeat	the	test	to	see	the	runtime	difference	between	the	two	settings.3.	Comfort	and	ease	of	use:	While	testing	each	vacuum,	we	consider	its	ergonomics,	weight,	and	overall	comfort.
Some	of	the	factors	we	evaluate	include:	how	tiring	it	is	to	hold,	how	easy	it	is	to	maneuver,	and	the	effort	required	to	activate	the	power	button.	We	also	note	whether	it	can	fit	under	low	spaces	and	any	additional	helpful	features	like	a	headlight	to	illuminate	your	cleaning	path.4.	Disposal	method:	During	each	cleaning	session,	we	evaluate	the	size,
cleanliness,	and	ease	of	emptying	the	dustbin.	We	note	how	often	we	had	to	empty	the	bin,	how	easy	it	is	to	open,	and	whether	any	debris	gets	stuck	and	needs	to	be	fished	out.5.	Storage:	Finally,	we	consider	how	easy	each	vacuum	is	to	store.	For	models	that	come	with	a	dock,	we	consider	ease	of	installation	and	stability,	as	well	as	whether	there	are
storage	slots	for	the	vacuum's	accessories.6.	Warranty	and	customer	service:	I	registered	each	vacuum,	noted	warranty	terms,	and	spoke	to	customer	service	reps	to	evaluate	the	ease	of	registration	and	quality	of	service.Cordless	vacuum	FAQs	Here's	your	sign	to	check	and	clean	your	vacuum	filter.	Connie	Chen/Insider	Are	cordless	vacuums	worth
it?If	you	want	a	vacuum	that's	smaller	and	more	convenient	to	use	for	day-to-day	cleaning,	a	cordless	vacuum	is	generally	the	way	to	go.	These	battery-powered	models	are	lighter	and	more	mobile	than	upright	or	canister	vacuums,	and	because	you're	not	tethered	by	a	power	cord,	you	can	quickly	suck	up	all	kinds	of	messes,	from	small	spills	to	spider
webs	in	the	corners	of	your	home.	Some	of	today's	best	cordless	vacuums	are	even	powerful	enough	to	serve	as	your	primary	vacuum,	especially	if	you	live	in	a	small	home	and	only	need	30	to	40	minutes	of	battery	life.Cordless	vacuum	vs.	corded	vacuum:	how	do	they	compare?Are	cordless	vacuums	as	powerful	as	plug-in	models?Generally	speaking,
cordless	vacuums	don't	offer	the	same	suction	power	as	corded	models,	but	some	particularly	powerful	models	come	close.	For	example,	the	Dyson	V15	Detect	and	LG	CordZero	All-in-One	are	two	of	the	more	powerful	cordless	vacuums	we	tested,	with	240	and	265	air	watts	of	suction	power,	respectively.	By	comparison,	Dyson's	corded	upright,	the
Ball	Animal	3,	offers	290	air	watts,	so	the	cordless	models	do	deliver	similar	cleaning	performance	in	addition	to	their	convenient	cord-free	operation.Which	cordless	vacuums	are	allergy-	or	asthma-friendly?Look	for	cordless	vacuums	with	HEPA	filters,	which	are	recommended	for	allergy	and	asthma	sufferers.	Without	a	HEPA	filter,	these	tiny
particles	are	likely	to	be	released	back	into	the	air	after	being	sucked	up.	All	the	vacuums	we	recommend	are	equipped	with	HEPA	filters.What	does	a	HEPA	filter	do?A	true	HEPA	filter	traps	and	removes	at	least	99.97%	of	dust,	pollen,	dirt,	mold,	bacteria,	and	other	airborne	particles	with	a	size	of	0.3	microns.	According	to	the	EPA,	0.3	microns	is	the
most	penetrating	particle	size,	so	this	specification	refers	to	the	worst	case.	If	the	particle	is	larger	or	smaller	than	0.3	microns,	it	will	be	trapped	with	even	higher	efficiency.What's	the	difference	between	amps,	watts,	and	volts,	and	which	matters	most	for	cordless	vacuums?Amperage	is	the	electrical	current,	wattage	is	the	rate	of	power	flow,	and
voltage	is	the	speed	at	which	electricity	passes	a	point.	Watts	=	volts	x	amps.	None	of	these	numbers	are	as	helpful	for	evaluating	a	vacuum	as	how	well	it	did	sucking	up	debris	in	our	tests,	so	we	focus	on	our	hands-on	testing	results.When	is	the	best	time	to	buy	a	cordless	vacuum?Cordless	vacuums	tend	to	be	more	expensive	than	corded	ones.	The
good	news	is	that	most	brands	discount	their	cordless	vacuums	around	Federal	holidays	like	Memorial	Day,	and	shopping	events	like	Amazon	Prime	Day	and	Black	Friday/Cyber	Monday.	We	typically	see	discounts	of	$50	to	$200	off	Dyson,	Hoover,	and	Shark	cordless	vacuums,	and	an	average	discount	of	40%	off.	If	you're	able	to	wait,	your	patience
will	pay	off	in	considerable	savings.	Freelance	Reporter,	Insider	Reviews	Camryn	Rabideau	is	a	freelance	writer	and	product	reviewer	specializing	in	home,	kitchen,	and	pet	products.	In	her	four	years	as	a	product	tester,	she's	tested	hundreds	of	items	firsthand,	and	her	work	appears	in	publications	such	as	Forbes,	USA	Today,	The	Spruce,	Food52,
and	more.Camryn	holds	a	Bachelor's	degree	from	the	University	of	Rhode	Island,	where	she	studied	journalism,	as	well	as	product	and	interior	design.	In	her	spare	time,	she	can	usually	be	found	taking	her	dog	on	adventures	or	baking	something	sweet.	Learn	more	about	how	our	team	of	experts	tests	and	reviews	products	at	Insider	here.	Read	more
Read	less	OVER	40	YEARS	OF	CORDLESS	INNOVATION	With	over	40	years	in	designing,	engineering,	and	manufacturing	cordless	products,	Makita	gives	you	cordless	convenience	for	all	applications.	As	the	innovation	leader,	Makita	leads	the	industry	with	best-in-class	quality	cordless	products.	Makita’s	cordless	products	deliver	the	power,	speed,
and	run-time	to	handle	any	project	from	wood	and	metalworking	to	concrete	and	dust	extraction.	From	the	job	site	to	your	home,	Makita	offers	a	wide	range	of	cordless	products	ready	to	use	anytime,	anywhere.	SELECT	YOUR	SYSTEM	3	different	cordless	platforms	offers	a	range	of	products	to	suit	your	needs.	*In	Makita	USA,	Inc.	Cordless	System.
**in	2025	A	NEW	SYSTEM	OF	EQUIPMENT	&	TOOLS	XGT®	is	a	new	40V	|	80V	max	system	of	cordless	equipment	and	tools.	XGT	outpowers,	outsmarts,	and	outlasts	the	rest.	Through	Makita’s	innovative	engineering,	the	technology	within	XGT	will	lead	to	creating	the	equipment	and	tools	of	the	future.	Learn	More	*in	2025	ONE	SYSTEM.	ENDLESS
POSSIBILITIES.	The	LXT®	System	is	the	world’s	largest	compatible	cordless	tool	system	powered	by	18V	slide-style	batteries.	Purpose-built	motors,	battery	technology,	and	enhanced	communications	work	together	to	deliver	unmatched	power,	speed,	and	run	time.	Get	maximum	performance	and	efficiency	with	LXT	Products	for	every	trade.	Learn
More	COMPACT	&	ERGONOMIC	12V	max	CXT®	Products	deliver	uncompromised	performance	in	a	compact	size.	The	ergonomic	design	allows	precise	handling	and	improved	balance.	The	CXT	System	provides	the	most	compact	solution	with	superior	comfort	and	capacity.	Learn	More	GLOBAL	CORDLESS	INNOVATIONUNMATCHED	EXPERIENCE
IN	ENGINEERING	AND	TECHNOLOGY	Makita	is	a	global	innovation	leader	with	best-in-class	products	found	in	50	countries.	Makita	operates	10	manufacturing	facilities	in	8	nations,	including	a	facility	in	the	USA.	With	over	100	years	of	experience	in	motor	engineering	and	over	40	years	in	cordless	technology,	Makita	continues	to	innovate	and
perfect	products	that	work	as	hard	as	you	do.	The	result	is	expertly	engineered	products	with	the	power	and	performance	needed	for	the	application	at	hand.	This	drive	has	also	led	to	the	development	of	cordless	products	that	perform	to	the	same	exacting	standards	as	their	corded	counterparts.	1978	Introduced	the	first	cordless	tool	2005	Introduced
18V	LXT®	Lithium-Ion	System	2009	Introduced	the	industry's	first	18V	brushless	motor	impact	driver	2012	Released	the	first	cordless	tool	powered	by	two	18V	Lithium-Ion	batteries	The	XGT®	System	is	a	new	40V	|	80V	max	system	of	cordless	equipment	and	tools	Learn	More	The	LXT®	System	is	the	world’s	largest	compatible	18V	slide-style
battery	system.	Learn	More	The	CXT®	System	provides	the	most	compact	solution	with	superior	comfort	and	capacity.	Learn	More
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