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Present	simple	vs	present	continuous	quiz

English	multiple-choice	quiz	about	present	tenses,	focusing	on	simple	vs	continuous	forms,	includes	questions	on	sentence	structure,	time	expressions,	and	tense	usage.	In	this	part,	we	will	delve	into	two	fundamental	verb	tenses:	the	Simple	Present	and	the	Present	Continuous.	The	Simple	Present	is	employed	to	describe	routine	activities,	universal
truths,	and	states	that	are	unlikely	to	change.	On	the	other	hand,	the	Present	Continuous	tense	is	utilized	for	actions	taking	place	at	the	moment	of	speaking	or	around	it.	Understanding	the	differences	between	these	tenses	is	crucial	for	effective	communication	and	poses	a	common	challenge	for	ESL	students.	As	we	explore	these	tenses,	pay	close
attention	to	their	unique	forms	and	uses.	The	Simple	Present	often	involves	using	verbs	in	their	base	form	with	an	added	's'	for	third-person	singular	subjects.	In	contrast,	the	Present	Continuous	tense	is	formed	by	combining	the	verb	'to	be'	(am,	is,	are)	with	the	'-ing'	form	of	the	main	verb.	Through	examples	and	explanations,	this	guide	aims	to	help
you	distinguish	between	these	tenses	and	apply	them	correctly	in	various	contexts.	This	section	may	serve	as	a	review	for	some	individuals,	but	do	you	know	how	to	differentiate	between	"I	eat"	and	"I	am	eating"?	Is	it	acceptable	to	say	"I	watch	TV	right	now,"	or	should	you	say	"I	am	watching	TV	right	now"?	The	Simple	Present	Tense	is	used	for
recurring	events	like	"Sheila	takes	a	shower	every	evening"	or	general	facts	such	as	"Birds	fly	in	the	sky."	Conversely,	the	Present	Continuous	Tense	is	made	by	combining	a	'be'	verb	(am,	is,	are)	with	a	verb	ending	in	'-ing.'	It's	employed	for	actions	happening	at	present	like	"I	am	taking	a	shower	right	now"	or	for	temporary	events	like	"Many	people
are	losing	their	jobs	nowadays."	Now	that	you	have	grasped	the	basics	of	Simple	Present	and	Present	Continuous	tenses,	let's	assess	your	understanding.	Below	is	a	quiz	with	5	questions	designed	to	challenge	your	comprehension	of	when	and	how	to	use	these	tenses.	Each	question	will	present	a	sentence	where	you	need	to	choose	the	correct	verb
tense.	Pay	attention	to	the	context	of	each	sentence	as	it	will	guide	you	in	selecting	either	Simple	Present	or	Present	Continuous.	To	begin,	fill	in	the	blanks	using	the	provided	words:	study,	speak,	go,	watch,	drink,	brush.	1.	Lisa	____________	her	teeth	every	morning.	2.	Where	is	Charlie?	He	____________	television.	3.	A:	What	do	you	do	after	school
everyday?	B:	I	usually	____________	to	the	library.	4.	These	days	I	____________	math	at	the	college.	5.	Australians	____________	English.	6.	Frank	always	____________	coffee	for	breakfast.	The	correct	answers	are	as	follows:	1.	brush	2.	watches	3.	go	4.	study	5.	speak	6.	drinks	The	Present	Continuous	can	be	used	to	discuss	planned	future	events,	and	it's
characterized	by	the	use	of	'is/am/are'	followed	by	'-ing'	form	of	the	verb.	This	tense	helps	in	describing	actions	that	are	happening	at	the	moment	of	speaking	or	around	the	present	moment.	The	Present	Simple	is	used	for	regular	actions,	routines,	general	truths,	and	permanent	states,	whereas	the	Present	Continuous	focuses	on	temporary	actions.
Habitual	actions	require	"visit"	instead.	Here,	the	correct	sentence	is:	"We	are	visiting	our	grandparents	this	weekend."	For	planned	future	events	or	arrangements,	present	continuous	tense	works	well,	as	shown	by	the	phrase	"this	weekend".	Options	like	"visit,"	"visiting,"	and	"visits"	don't	convey	the	intended	future	plan	or	arrangement.	The	correct
sentence	is:	"He	always	comes	late,	and	that's	really	annoying!"	Using	"always"	as	an	adverb	of	frequency	before	the	main	verb	"comes"	in	present	simple	tense	works	well.	Since	"He"	is	a	third-person	singular	subject,	the	verb	"comes"	needs	an	"-s"	ending.	Options	like	"is	always	come,"	"always	come,"	and	"coming"	don't	align	with	subject-verb
agreement	or	correct	sentence	structure.	The	correct	question	is:	"What	time	does	the	film	start?"	Here,	"does"	serves	as	the	auxiliary	verb	because	"the	film"	is	third-person	singular,	making	"start"	the	base	form.	Present	simple	tense	is	suitable	for	questions	about	scheduled	events.	Options	like	"is,"	"starting,"	"do,"	and	"starts"	don't	follow	correct
question	structure	or	verb	agreement.	The	correct	sentence	is:	"The	bus	leaves	in	ten	minutes."	Present	simple	tense	describes	scheduled	events	like	bus	departures.	"Leaves"	is	the	appropriate	third-person	singular	form	to	match	the	subject	"The	bus".	Options	don't	align	with	intended	meaning	or	correct	subject-verb	agreement.	The	correct
sentence	is:	"I	don't	know	what	to	do."	Here,	"don't"	is	the	contraction	of	"do	not,"	used	with	"I"	in	present	simple	tense	to	express	a	general	truth	or	fact.	Options	like	"am	not	knowing,"	"not	know,"	and	"doesn't	know"	don't	fit	grammatically	due	to	incorrect	negation	or	subject-verb	agreement.	The	correct	sentence	is:	"I	get	up	at	seven	o'clock	every
morning."	Habitual	action,	so	present	simple	tense	is	used.	"Get"	is	the	correct	verb	form	to	match	the	subject	"I"	without	any	extra	endings.	Options	like	"am	getting,"	"getting,"	and	"gets"	don't	fit	context	of	expressing	routine.	The	correct	question	is:	"What	time	do	you	go	to	work	in	the	mornings?"	Present	simple	tense	for	habitual	actions,	and	"do"
is	the	auxiliary	verb	for	forming	questions	with	"you".	Options	like	"are	going,"	"are	go,"	and	"does	go"	don't	match	subject-verb	agreement	or	correct	question	structure.	The	sentence	describes	a	general	truth	or	fact	about	Earth's	movement.	Simple	present	tense	("goes")	for	habitual	actions,	general	truths,	or	facts	is	used	here.	Earth's	revolution
around	the	Sun	is	a	continuous	and	unchanging	phenomenon.	Correct	Answer	A:	He	is	feeling	unwell	today.	The	present	continuous	tense	is	used	for	actions	happening	at	the	moment	of	speaking	or	temporary	states.	Stative	verbs	like	"feeling"	can	be	used	in	this	tense	to	describe	short-term	physical	or	emotional	conditions,	such	as	feeling	unwell.
The	correct	form	of	the	sentence	"He	is	feeling	unwell	today"	uses	the	present	continuous	tense.	The	present	simple	tense	is	typically	used	for	habitual	actions,	general	truths,	or	permanent	situations.	The	example	sentence	about	the	sun	rising	every	morning	actually	uses	the	present	continuous	tense,	which	usually	indicates	an	action	in	progress	at
the	moment	of	speaking	or	a	future	scheduled	event.	A	correct	use	of	the	present	simple	would	be	"The	sun	rises	in	the	east	every	morning."	Using	stative	verbs	like	"know,"	"look,"	or	"want"	in	the	present	continuous	tense	can	be	incorrect.	For	example,	instead	of	saying	"He	is	not	playing	today,"	it	should	say	"He	is	not	playing	today."	The	present
continuous	tense	is	usually	used	for	events	that	are	planned	or	arranged,	such	as	a	scheduled	event	like	the	train	leaving	at	10	am	tomorrow.	Owning	a	house	in	the	countryside	can	be	described	using	the	present	simple	tense,	which	is	suitable	for	permanent	situations.	We	often	talk	about	things	we	do	regularly,	or	the	times	when	we	don’t	do	them.
For	example,	I	wash	my	hair	every	day.	I	rarely	go	to	the	library.	Sometimes	I	visit	the	library.	Permanent	situations	or	habits	include	things	that	are	usually	true.	Such	as	not	drinking	coffee.	She	is	very	tall.	I	have	two	brothers.	Water	boils	at	100	degrees.	I	enjoy	eating	soup.	We	use	present	simple	with	adverbs	of	frequency	such	as	always,
sometimes,	and	expressions	like	once	a	week.	Adverbs	of	frequency	go	in	the	middle	of	the	sentence.	For	instance,	she	doesn’t	often	eat	hamburgers.	He	usually	wakes	up	very	early.	I	am	never	late.	Future	events	that	are	scheduled	we	also	talk	about	using	present	simple.	The	train	leaves	at	4.	Shops	close	at	6.	My	yoga	class	is	tomorrow	at	10.	We
use	present	continuous	to	describe	actions	happening	now	or	around	this	moment.	For	example,	I	can’t	talk	now.	I’m	brushing	my	teeth.	I	finished	the	Lord	of	the	Rings	and	now	I’m	reading	a	new	book.	The	present	continuous	is	also	used	for	temporary	actions	like	moving	to	a	new	place.	He’s	studying	a	lot	this	week.	I’m	not	feeling	very	well	these
days.	It’s	often	used	with	expressions	meaning	‘now’	or	‘around	now’.	The	climate	is	changing	very	quickly.	More	people	are	trying	to	eat	healthier	nowadays.	We	use	present	continuous	to	ask	about	future	plans.	I‘m	meeting	John	this	evening.	Do	you	want	to	come?	We’re	leaving	tomorrow	at	7.	Stative	verbs	cannot	be	used	in	present	continuous.
They	must	be	used	in	present	simple.	For	example,	please	give	me	my	money;	I	need	it	now.	Look	at	her;	she	seems	sad.	Some	verbs	have	an	action	and	a	non-action	meaning.	For	instance,	have	or	think.	I	have	a	car	/	I’m	having	a	siesta.	I	think	he	is	great	/	What	are	you	thinking?	I	am	going	to	a	store	to	buy	some	clothes.	The	present	simple	is	used	in
spoken	English	to	talk	about	habits,	routines,	and	permanent	situations.	It	describes	actions	that	happen	regularly,	such	as	taking	care	of	daily	tasks	like	washing	hair	or	going	to	the	library.	It's	also	used	with	adverbs	of	frequency	like	"always,"	"sometimes,"	and	expressions	like	"once	a	month"	or	"twice	a	week."	These	phrases	go	in	mid-position
before	the	main	verb.	The	present	simple	is	also	used	for	future	events	that	are	timetabled,	like	train	schedules	or	class	times.	It	talks	about	actions	that	will	happen	at	a	specific	time.	In	addition,	it	describes	temporary	actions,	such	as	taking	a	bus	to	work	or	living	with	relatives	temporarily.	However,	the	present	continuous	is	used	for	actions	in
progress,	like	brushing	teeth	or	studying,	and	for	temporary	actions,	like	going	on	a	trip.	Given	text	here	I’m	seeing	a	doctor	tomorrow.	What	do	you	think	of	this	picture?	Do	you	like	soup?	We	use	the	present	simple	to	talk	about	habits	or	situations	that	happen	regularly	and	permanent	things.	We	also	use	it	with	adverbs	of	frequency	and	expressions
of	frequency.	For	example,	I	wash	my	hair	every	day	and	she	doesn’t	often	eat	hamburgers.	However,	we	don’t	use	the	present	simple	for	non-action	verbs	like	see.	Instead,	we	use	the	present	continuous,	which	shows	temporary	actions	or	situations	that	are	changing.	We	can	say	things	like	“I	am	reading	a	book	now”	instead	of	“I	am	seeing	a	doctor
tomorrow".	When	talking	about	future	events	that	are	scheduled	or	timetabled,	we	also	use	the	present	simple.	For	example,	my	yoga	class	is	tomorrow	at	10	and	shops	close	at	6.	We	also	use	the	present	continuous	to	talk	about	temporary	actions	that	will	take	place	in	the	future.	I’m	going	to	work	by	bus	this	week	because	my	car	is	at	the	garage.
I'm	short	on	cash	right	now;	can	I	have	some	money	back?	It	appears	she's	feeling	down	when	looking	at	her.	Some	words	can	act	in	different	ways	-	like	'have',	which	means	owning	something	or	doing	an	activity,	and	'think',	which	is	about	a	thought	or	actually	thinking.	In	the	case	of	'see',	it	can	mean	scheduling	a	visit	to	someone's	place,	or	literally
perceiving	with	one's	eyesight.	Join	my	Telegram	group	for	English	teachers,	where	we	play	language	games,	discuss	grammar	rules,	have	fun,	and	so	on	-	see	you	there!


