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GTIN	stands	for	Global	Trade	Item	Number.	A	GTIN	is	a	GS1	identification	key	used	to	identify	a	trade	item,	which	can	be	a	product	you	sell	or	service	you	offer	in	an	online	marketplace	listing	or	brick-and-mortar	store.	It	is	a	globally	unique	number	used	to	identify	your	specific	product	or	service.	GS1	is	the	global	authority	for	the	unique
identification	of	products	and	companies,	which	serve	as	the	building	blocks	for	barcodes.	Get	a	Global	Trade	Item	Number	barcode	from	GS1	US	to	provide	an	authentic	way	to	represent	your	products	and	services	in	retail	store	locations	and	major	online	marketplaces.	A	GS1	Company	Prefix	allows	businesses	to	get	multiple	barcodes	at	a	single
time,	as	well	as	identify	locations,	mixed	cases,	create	coupons,	and	create	higher	levels	of	packaging	like	a	case	or	pallet.	Barcodes	issued	by	GS1	US	uniquely	identify	a	single	retail	product	online	and	in	retail	stores	around	the	world.	If	you	have	only	a	few	products	that	need	barcodes,	this	might	be	the	most	cost-effective	option	for	your	company.
Number	of	items	needing	a	barcode/GTIN**Initial	feeAnnual	renewal	fee1	GS1	US	GTIN$30None10$250$50100$750$1501,000$2,500$50010,000$6,500$1,300100,000$10,500$2,100	GS1	Company	Prefix	including	U.S.	FDA	NDC	Labeler	Code.	$2,100$2,100	The	GTIN	describes	a	family	of	GS1	(EAN.UCC)	global	data	structures	that	employ	14	digits
and	can	be	encoded	into	various	types	of	data	carriers.	Currently,	GTIN	(Global	Trade	Item	Number)	is	primarily	used	within	barcodes,	but	it	can	also	be	used	in	other	data	carriers	such	as	radio	frequency	identification	(RFID)	and	future	GS1	Digital	Link	QR	Codes.	The	GTIN	is	only	an	umbrella	term	to	describe	varying	types	of	GS1	numbering
strings.	For	North	American	companies,	the	UPC	is	an	existing	form	of	the	GTIN.	To	obtain	authentic	GS1	licensed	UPC	barcodes,	please	visit	www.barcode-us.com.	GTIN-12	(UPC-12)	The	12-digit	number	used	primarily	in	North	America.	The	UPC-A	barcode	is	the	common	symbol	used	to	encode	GTIN-12.	GTIN-8	(EAN/UCC-8)	An	8-digit	number
used	predominately	outside	of	North	America.	GTIN-13	(EAN/UCC-13)	A	13-digit	number	used	predominately	outside	of	North	America.	GTIN-14	(EAN/UCC-14	or	ITF-14)	A	14-digit	number	used	to	identify	trade	items	at	various	packaging	levels	The	term,	symbology,	is	used	to	describe	a	barcode	language.	Today,	six	symbologies	support	GTIN	data
structures:	UPC;	EAN;	ITF-14;	GS1-128;	and	GS1	Databar,	and	GS1	QR	Code.	Of	these,	ITF-14,	GS1-128,	and	GS1	Databar	employ	14-digit	data	structures	of	which	the	first	character	is	a	packaging	level	indicator	(i.e.,	item	or	case).	Both	UPC	and	EAN	have	an	implied	packaging	level	of	a	single	item.	Therefore,	these	symbologies	support	the	GTIN
data	structure	without	changing	the	number	of	encoded	data	characters.	The	table	below	further	illustrates	the	relationship	between	GTIN,	legacy	terminology,	symbologies	and	use	at	point	of	sale	(POS).	In	most	cases,	the	legacy	terminology	and	the	symbology	are	called	by	the	same	name.	GTIN	changes	this	by	separating	the	name	of	the	data
structure	from	the	data	carrier	or,	in	this	case,	the	symbology.	GTIN	Data	StructurePrimary	UseLegacy	TerminologySymbologyUse	at	POSGTIN-12Retail	ProductsUPC,	UCC-12UPC-A,	UPC-EYesGTIN-13Retail	ProductsEAN,	JAN,	EAN-13EAN-13YesGTIN-8Small	items	(e.g.,	gum)EAN-8EAN-8YesGTIN-14Fresh	Produce/Meat/DairyEAN	/	UCC-14GS1
Databar	FamilyYesGTIN-14Cases/PalletsITF-14,	SCC-14,	UPC	Case	CodeITF-14Not	Yet	The	GTIN	is	a	globally	unique	14-digit	number	used	to	identify	trade	items,	products,	or	services.	The	full	14-digit	GTIN	is	achieved	on	a	data	carrier	of	shorter	length	by	padding	the	number	with	left-justified	zeros	out	to	14	digits.	The	illustration	to	the	right
displays	how	each	of	the	GTIN	data	formats	is	encoded	within	common	barcodes.	The	Evolution	of	GTINs	In	the	early	2000s	retailers	had	to	make	adjustments	to	their	original	database	structures	to	accept	GTINs	with	the	full	14-digit	data	string.	This	was	at	the	same	time	that	the	Uniform	Code	Council	(UCC)	merged	with	global	EAN	offices	to	create
GS1	Global.	Since	the	original	UPC-A	was	only	12-digits,	this	resulted	in	a	massive	undertaking	but	opened	the	door	for	GTIN	data	structures	to	be	globally	accepted.	Nothing	really	changed	in	terms	of	the	barcodes	that	were	to	be	used.	The	UPC	did	not	go	away;	GTIN	is	a	term	referring	to	how	the	data	is	stored,	i.e.,	padding	the	item	number	with
zeroes	to	a	uniform	length.	Most	scanners	in	use	will	already	scan	any	bar	code	within	the	GTIN	family.	The	storage	of	the	numbers	is	the	issue	being	addressed.	Many	larger	retailers	and	marketplaces,	such	as	Amazon,	now	use	the	term	GTIN	within	their	supplier	requirements.	Since	the	inception	of	bar	codes	with	the	UPC	more	than50	years	ago,
hundreds	of	thousands	of	possible	number	combinations	have	been	issued	as	manufacturer	or	company	prefixes.	GS1	has	continually	changed	the	standards	of	the	issuing	numbers,	since	GS1	standards	are	being	adopted	by	other	industries.	Due	to	the	limitations	of	early	technology/programming,	a	2005	sunrise	date	was	established	in	the	early
2000s	to	prepare	retailers	and	manufacturers	for	the	changes.	Please	click	here	to	learn	about	the	Sunrise	2005	initiative.	GTINs	significantly	boost	product	discoverability	across	Google	Shopping,	Amazon,	and	other	platforms	as	a	universal	identifier.	GTINs	help	search	engines	better	understand,	index,	and	display	your	products	in	relevant	search
results.	For	e-commerce,	sellers	are	required	to	include	GTINs	in	product	feeds	to	avoid	listing	rejections	and	maximize	visibility.	Estimate	How	Many	Barcodes	Apply	at	BARCODE	US	To	Establish	GTIN.cloudaccount	License	UPC	Company	Prefix/GTINs	Assign	UPC/GTINS	and	Create	Barcodes	on	GTIN.cloud	A	GTIN	is	the	actual	identifier.	The
barcode	symbol	is	a	data	carriers.	GS1	global	standards	mandates	that	GTINs	should	not	ever	be	reused.	Identify	your	products	as	you	would	like	retailers	to	order	your	products.	Global	retailers	and	Amazon	require	GS1	licensed	Company	Prefixes	and	GTINs.	You	may	have	never	heard	of	GTINs	until	recently	when	you	were	told	by	a	retailer	or
shopping	platform	that	your	products	need	them.	Don't	worry,	you're	not	alone.	GTINs	are	a	type	of	unique	product	identifier	that's	used	to	define	products	in	the	global	marketplace.	Continue	reading	to	learn	why	they're	needed	in	ecommerce,	how	they	work,	and	how	to	get	them	for	the	products	you	sell.Table	of	Contents	Continue	reading	to	learn
about	the	different	types	of	GTINs,	how	theyre	formed,	and	why	theyre	so	important.What	is	a	GTIN?GTIN	stands	for	Global	Trade	Identification	Number	(GTIN)	and	is	an	internationally	recognized	system	developed	by	GS1	to	identify	products	in	the	global	marketplace.	A	GTIN	is	a	sequence	of	numbers	thats	8-14	digits	long.	Similar	to	how	a	persons
fingerprint	is	unique,	GTINs	are	unique	to	products.	Every	product	and	product	variant	has	its	own	GTIN.GTIN	Numbers	vs.	BarcodesIn	the	GS1	system,	there	are	data	carriers	and	data	itself.	A	data	carrier	is	a	barcode,	which	is	the	symbol	of	black	and	white	lines	that	gets	scanned	at	points	of	sale	(POS).	The	data	stored	inside	a	barcode	is	a	GTIN,
an	8-14	digit	code	that	gets	read	by	scanners.	Its	also	found	underneath	a	products	barcode.	Example	of	a	Barcode	vs.	GTIN	NumberSometimes	the	terms	GTIN	and	barcode	get	used	interchangeably,	but	its	important	to	understand	they	are	two	different	things.	Barcodes	are	a	visual	representation	of	a	products	GTIN	number.There	are	different
types	of	GTIN	NumbersThere	are	4	different	structures	of	GTINs	that	can	be	encoded	into	different	types	of	barcodes	depending	on	what	a	product	is,	where	its	sold,	and	how	its	sold.	Theres	quite	a	few	different	types	of	barcodes	that	exist	in	the	world,	however,	the	most	common	types	used	for	retail	goods	are	UPC	-	Universal	Product	Code,	and
EAN	-	European	Article	Number.	All	you	need	to	know	for	now	is	that	there	are	different	barcode	types	that	carry	different	GTIN	structures.	Below	are	the	four	different	types	of	data	structures	that	a	GTIN	can	follow:GTIN-8:	this	is	an	8-digit	number	primarily	used	outside	North	America	&	used	at	point-of-sale	for	small	itemsGTIN-12:	this	is	a	12-
digit	number	primarily	used	in	North	America	&	used	at	point-of-sale	for	single-unit	items	(the	most	common	structure	for	most	ecommerce	brands)GTIN-13:	this	a	13-digit	number	primarily	used	outside	North	America	&	used	at	point-of-sale	for	larger	items	where	a	GTIN-8	doesnt	fitGTIN-14:	this	a	14-digit	number	primarily	used	in	North	America,
its	not	used	at	point-of-sale	as	its	main	use	case	is	for	wholesale	or	multipack	productsHeres	an	overview	of	each	GTIN	structure	and	how	theyre	used:Overview	of	the	different	GTIN	structuresHow	are	GTINs	formed?Regardless	of	its	structures	(ie.	the	number	of	digits),	all	GTINs	use	the	same	composition.	There	are	4	parts	to	a	GTIN	number:
Indicator	digit:	a	number	from	1-8	used	to	indicate	a	packaging	level	and	is	only	used	in	GTIN-14	structuresGS1	Company	Prefix:	a	unique	string	of	digits	used	to	identify	your	company	as	the	owner	of	a	product.	Companies	license	a	Prefix	from	GS1	so	that	every	GTIN	uses	the	same	Prefix,	making	your	product	easily	recognizable	by	other	trade
partners.Item	Reference	number:	a	number	assigned	by	a	company	to	identify	a	product	and	varies	in	length	depending	on	the	PrefixCheck	digit:	the	final	digit	of	a	GTIN	number	that	can	be	used	to	verify	a	GTIN	has	been	entered	properly	Heres	a	visual	representation	of	how	a	GTIN-12	is	composed:Example	of	how	a	GTIN-12	is	structuredWhat
information	is	stored	in	a	GTIN?The	primary	purpose	of	GTINs	is	to	identify	products.	If	we	take	the	example	of	license	plates	on	cars.	Each	car	has	a	unique	license	plate	number	which	is	used	to	identify	a	vehicle.	But	we	can	also	use	a	license	plate	number	to	look	up	information	about	the	car	itself	and	who	owns	it.	The	same	is	true	for	GTINs.	We
can	use	a	GTIN	to	differentiate	products	and	identify	which	company	owns	a	product,	what	country	its	sold	in,	and	its	packaging	level.	When	GTINs	are	created,	companies	can	input	the	following	accompanying	product	data:	Brand	name	(*required)Product	Description	(*required)IndustryPackaging	levelSKUMPNProduct	page	URLHaving	this	data
associated	with	your	products	GTIN	is	helpful	for	retailers	and	other	trade	partners	when	they	need	to	verify	and	authenticate	your	products.How	and	where	are	GTINs	used?GTINs	are	used	to	uniquely	identify	products.	Meaning,	that	when	a	product	has	a	valid	GTIN,	its	almost	impossible	to	mistake	it	for	another.	This	makes	them	most	useful	in
physical	retail	settings	and	ecommerce.	Let's	take	a	look	at	some	of	the	different	use	cases	for	GTINs	IRL	and	online.	Important	use	cases	of	GTINs	in	retail	storesGTINs	make	it	possible	for	your	products	to	be	sold	in	physical	stores.	Theyre	encoded	into	your	products	barcode	and	make	it	easy	to	read	and	process	product	data	at	the	point	of	sale.
Specifically,	GTINs	are	used	in	the	following	circumstances:	When	a	products	barcode	is	scanned	at	the	point	of	sale,	its	GTIN	number	is	read	into	the	POS	system	to	provide	information	about	the	product	(e.g.	price,	stock	level,	etc).	This	saves	time	manually	entering	product	information	&	eliminates	the	risk	of	entering	the	wrong	dataGTINs	are
used	to	track	stock	levels	of	products	across	multiple	retail	locations	so	that	companies	can	make	informed	decisions	about	order	replenishmentWarehousing	and	distribution	centers	also	rely	on	GTINs	to	quickly	identify	products	and	make	sure	the	correct	shipments	are	being	delivered	to	the	right	locationsourceImportant	use	cases	of	GTINs	in
ecommerceIn	ecommerce	where	physical	products	cant	be	seen,	GTIN	numbers	are	used	to	correctly	identify	products	and	share	product	data.	Specifically,	GTINs	are	used	in	the	following	circumstances:	Shopping	Platforms	(Google	Shopping,	Amazon,	Walmart):	improve	the	visibility	of	your	product	listings	ads	to	optimize	for	conversions,	match
products	to	relevant	search	queries	&	serve	your	product	listings	in	recommendation	and	comparison	resultsMarketplaces:	authenticate	your	product	from	counterfeits	that	may	be	trying	to	list	their	products	on	the	same	platform	&	combine	the	same	products	sold	by	different	retailers	into	a	single	product	listingReview	providers:	Junip	uses	GTINs
to	syndicate	reviews	to	product	listings	on	Google	Shopping	&	ensure	reviews	are	being	displayed	on	the	correct	product	listing3PL:	barcodes	are	scanned	and	GTINs	are	used	in	shipping	and	fulfillment	operations	to	ensure	the	correct	products	are	being	picked	and	packed,	reducing	order	errorsProduct	Catalog:	when	all	of	your	products	have	valid
GTINs,	this	ensures	you	have	a	high-quality	product	catalog	that	makes	it	super	easy	to	list	your	products	in	other	places	and	share	product	dataExample	of	how	Walmart	implements	multiple	seller	optionsWhat	you	need	to	know	about	getting	GTINsNow	that	we	have	a	good	understanding	of	what	exactly	a	GTIN	is,	youre	probably	wondering	how	to
get	them.	The	first	thing	you	need	to	know	is	that	GTINs	must	be	purchased	from	the	governing	body	responsible	for	developing	the	system,	GS1.	Brands	cannot	assign	themselves	a	GTIN	number	as	they	do	with	SKUs	and	Product	Titles.	For	an	in-depth	guide	and	instructions	about	how	you	can	purchase	GTINs	from	GS1,	read	our	guide	here.	GS1
General	Specifications	GTIN	Management	Standard	Tag	Data	Standard	(TDS)	Tag	Data	Translation	(TDT)	You	will	find	relevant	application	standards	and	guidelines	listed	below:	All	sectors	GS1	General	Specifications	GTIN	Management	website	Missing	Identification	Resolution,	Highlighting	Serialisation	Fresh	Foods	Fresh	Food	and	Upstream	GTIN
Allocation	Rules	Fruit	and	Vegetable	GTIN	Assignment	Implementation	Guideline	GS1	AIDC	Fresh	Foods	Sold	at	Point-of-Sale	Implementation	Guideline	GS1	Fresh	Fruit	&	Vegetable	Labelling	Consumer	Units	Guideline	Healthcare	GS1	AIDC	Healthcare	Guideline	Bar	Coding	Plasma	Derivatives	GS1	Healthcare	GTIN	Allocation	Rules	Identification	of
Investigational	Products	in	Clinical	Trials	Application	Standard	Rail	Identification	of	Components	and	Parts	in	the	Rail	Industry	-	Application	Standard	Construction	GTIN	Management	Guideline	for	Construction	Products	What	is	a	GTIN	barcode?Ever	wondered	how	products	move	seamlessly	across	global	supply	chains?	Trade	numbers	are	the	key.
Whether	youre	a	manufacturer	or	retailer,	these	unique	identifiers	are	essential	for	tracking	and	selling	products	in	todays	marketplace.In	this	guide,	well	explain	what	a	Global	Trade	Item	Number	(GTIN)	is	and	why	it	has	become	the	standard	for	product	identification	worldwide.	What	is	a	Trade	Number?A	trade	number	is	a	general	term	in	product
identification	that	refers	to	any	number	used	to	identify	items	for	trading	purposes.While	it	might	sound	technical,	think	of	it	as	a	products	passport	in	the	world	of	commerce	its	how	products	are	recognised	across	different	systems,	countries,	and	marketplaces.The	most	common	and	globally	accepted	type	of	trade	number	is	the	Global	Trade	Item
Number	(GTIN).	More	on	this	below.Trade	numbers	can	take	various	forms	depending	on	the	system	or	marketplace	youre	using.	For	instance,	some	retailers	might	use	their	own	internal	trade	numbers,	whilst	others	rely	on	standardised	ones.However,	to	ensure	seamless	product	tracking	and	prevent	confusion	in	the	global	supply	chain,	most
businesses	now	use	GTINs	as	their	primary	trade	number	format.This	standardisation	helps	avoid	the	chaos	of	having	multiple	identification	systems	for	the	same	product.What	is	a	GTIN	(Global	Trade	Item	Number)?A	GTIN,	or	Global	Trade	Item	Number,	is	a	unique,	internationally	recognised	identifier	for	a	product.Youll	see	it	encoded	in	a	barcode,
and	its	used	to	track	products	throughout	the	global	supply	chain	from	the	manufacturer	right	to	the	consumer,	in	shops	or	online.GTINs	are	managed	by	GS1,	a	not-for-profit	organisation	that	provides	global	standards	for	business.A	GTIN	can	be	8,	12,	13,	or	14	digits	long,	ensuring	that	no	two	products	worldwide	have	the	same	identifier.	This	is
essential	for	accurate	stock	control,	efficient	logistics,	and	to	prevent	counterfeiting.These	GTINs	often	correspond	to	different	barcode	types,	including:UPC	(mostly	used	in	North	America)EAN	(common	outside	North	America)ISBN	(for	books)The	GTIN	is	the	number;	the	barcode	is	the	machine-readable	version	of	that	number.Types	of	GTINs
ExplainedGTIN-8The	shortest	format,	typically	used	for	small	products	where	space	is	limited,	such	as	confectionery	or	cosmetics.GTIN-12	(UPC)Commonly	used	in	North	America,	this	12-digit	code	appears	in	the	familiar	UPC	barcodes	you	see	on	products	in	retail	stores.GTIN-13	(EAN)The	standard	format	used	internationally	outside	North
America,	containing	13	digits.GTIN-14Used	primarily	for	wholesale	packaging	and	shipping	containers,	allowing	for	batch	identification.Is	a	GTIN	the	same	as	a	barcode?No.	A	GTIN	is	a	unique	number	that	identifies	trade	products	worldwide.	A	barcode	is	the	visual,	machine-readable	representation	of	the	data	contained,	allowing	barcode	scanners
and	machines	to	read	and	identify	these	products.Barcodes	are	commonly	made	up	of	black	bars	and	white	spaces,	whilst	the	data	contained,	typically	the	GTIN,	can	be	seen	underneath	the	barcode	image	in	human	readable	text.	Can	I	create	my	own	GTIN?In	order	to	create	a	GTIN	for	trade	products,	you	must	be	a	GS1	member	to	obtain	the	unique
GS1	Company	Prefix	from	which	all	your	GTINs	will	be	created.	Members	of	GS1	UK	can	manage	all	their	GTINs	online	in	their	Numberbank.	Do	all	products	need	a	GTIN	barcode?Globally,	a	huge	number	of	retailers	require	GTINs	for	the	products	they	sell,	and	increasingly	online	sellers	that	want	to	trade	on	online	marketplaces	like	eBay	and
Amazon	will	now	need	to	include	a	product	identifier	in	their	listings.	They	sometimes	ask	for	an	EAN	(European	Article	Number)	or	UPC	(Universal	Product	Code)	rather	than	a	GTIN,	but	they	are	the	same	identifiers.The	data	structures	of	these	GTINS	are	shown	above.How	is	a	GTIN	used	on	Google?Google	uses	the	GTIN	attribute	to	help	make
your	ad	or	unpaid	listing	easier	for	customers	to	find.	If	products	are	posted	online	without	any	product	information,	it	is	harder	for	Google	to	classify	them	as	they	may	not	be	eligible	for	all	shopping	programs	or	features	online.	Orca	Scan	Variables	make	it	easy	to	extract	data	from	a	barcode	value	and	move	it	to	another	field.	Simply	add	a	variable
as	a	default	value	to	one	of	your	fields	and	scan	a	barcode.	What	if	I	need	to	track	other	items?Orca	Scan	is	a	fully	customisable	one-stop	platform	for	all	things	barcodes!	So,	if	you	want	to	be	sure	that	your	assets	will	be	tracked	efficiently	and	effectively,	look	no	further.	We	have	a	range	of	out-of-the-box	solutions	to	help	you	get	started,	from
Inventory	Tracking	to	Cycle	Counting	and	Tracking	Fire	Extinguisher.	Furthermore,	Orca	Scan	is	a	GS1	UK-approved	barcode	tracking	app	that	is	compatible	with	any	Apple	or	Android	device,	including	DataLogic,	Honeywell	and	Zebra	barcode	scanners.Download	the	free	Orca	Scan	app,	or	visit	the	website	and	scan	any	barcode	to	get	started	today
How	do	I	track	my	GTIN	barcodes?Orca	Scan	allows	you	to	keep	track	of	your	product	inventory	all	in	one	place,	using	our	handy	Inventory	Tracking	Solution	to	keep	all	your	product	data	secure.	This	solution	contains	all	the	required	fields	to	roll	out	an	inventory	management	system	in	minutes.	Whats	even	better	is	that	you	can	customise	it	to	your
needs	with	additional	fields	that	can	be	added	to	capture	more	information	as	needed.Any	questions?If	you	have	any	more	questions	about	scanning	GTIN	barcodes	or	any	other	barcode,	get	in	touch	with	the	team	today.	Wed	be	more	than	happy	to	help	you	on	your	barcode	scanning	journey!	What	is	A	GTIN	(Global	Trade	Item	Number)?	GTIN	is	the
acronym	for	Global	Trade	Item	Number	and	the	term	is	used	by	the	GS1	standards	to	identify	individual	items	and	levels	of	packaging.	A	GTIN	is	a	number	that	is	used	to	identify	something	that	can	be	purchased,	sold,	or	put	into	inventory.	This	includes	individual	items	that	can	be	purchased	by	a	consumer	as	well	as	cases	of	items	that	could	be
purchased	by	a	retailer	and	moved	within	their	supply	chain.	In	short,	a	GTIN	is	an	umbrella	term	used	to	refer	to	items	and	cases	that	may	need	to	be	identified	with	a	GTIN	barcode,	such	as	a	UPC	barcode.	What	is	the	purpose	of	a	GTIN?	Up	until	June	2005,	there	were	related	but	disconnected	country-based	standard-numbering	organizations.	In
the	United	States,	a	standards	organization	called	the	Uniform	Code	Council	(UCC)	administered	the	guidelines	and	licensing	for	12-digit	UPC	barcodes.	Non-US	countries	had	individual	organizations	called	European	Article	Number	(EAN)	offices,	which	handled	identification	standards	for	EAN-8	and	EAN-13	barcodes.Global	manufacturers	and
international	retailers	were	challenged	by	the	varying	lengths	of	the	identifiers	and	minor	localized	differences	in	standards	verbiage.	Consequently,	the	UCC	and	EAN	offices	merged	into	a	single	global	standards	entity	called	GS1	and	each	country	has	a	local	GS1	office	(ie.	GS1	US).	Because	UPCs	and	EAN	were	essentially	not	changing,	they
created	the	term	GTIN	to	represent	the	GS1	standardized	item	identifier.	One	of	the	major	hurdles	accomplished	with	the	global	merge	was	the	reprogramming	of	point-of-sale	scanners	in	the	US.	Although	12-digit	UPCs	(Universal	Product	Codes)	were	scannable	worldwide,	the	13-digit	EAN	could	not	fit	into	the	database	structures	programmed	in
the	US	scanning	environments.	To	prepare	for	the	merger	and	introduction	of	GTINs,	the	Sunrise	2005	initiative	was	established	to	help	set	a	timeline.	What	is	the	difference	between	a	UPC	and	a	GTIN?	(Common	Question!)	A	UPC	is	a	form	of	GTIN.	The	GTIN	data	structure	is	14	digits.	In	databases,	two	zeros	(00)	preceded	the	12-digit	data	of	a
UPC	to	fill	the	GTIN	data	requirements.	Real-world	example:	When	a	vendor	is	setting	up	their	product	information	on	Amazon	or	Google	Merchant	Center,	there	is	a	field	for	a	products	unique	GTIN.	Companies	in	the	US	would	normally	use	their	12-digit	UPC.	If	your	company	does	not	yet	have	UPC	barcodes,	please	call	us	at	888-540-6885	or	visit
GS1	Barcode	Service.	How	does	a	company	know	when	to	use	a	UPC	or	EAN	for	a	point-of-sale	item?	UPC	(GTIN)	identification	is	used	by	a	variety	of	industries	and	in	some	cases	there	may	be	minor	alterations	and	requirements	associated	with	barcode	marking.	For	example,	certain	states	have	specific	requirements	for	expanded	product	data	for
CBD	products.	Who	is	GS1?	GS1	is	the	global	standards	body	for	item	identification.	Each	country	has	its	own	local	office	that	administers	the	licensing	of	Company	Prefixes	and	GTINs.	In	the	US,	the	local	GS1	office	is	called	GS1	US.	Even	though	GS1	US	is	technically	a	monopoly,	the	GS1	system	does	provide	trading	partners	the	assurance	of
globally	unique	item	identifiers.	It	is	for	this	reason	that	retailers	and	marketplaces,	such	as	Amazon,	require	suppliers	to	obtain	GS1	UPC	barcodes.	What	services	and	functions	does	GS1	provide?	This	is	commonly	done	to	correct	typographical	errors	and	strategy	changes.	The	Brand	Name	can	be	changed	for	a	In	Use	product.	Based	on	the	impact
of	the	change	for	your	trading	partners,	you	may	want	to	consider	issuing	a	new	GTIN.	Please	note	that	the	trade	item	will	use	up	an	available	GTIN.	Does	GS1	provide	actual	barcodes?	No.	GS1	US	only	provides	the	identifiers	(GTINs	to	build	the	numeric	Universal	Product	Code.	Unfortunately,	many	new	companies	incorrectly	associate	a	barcode
with	a	UPC,	so	the	GS1	sites	use	Apply	for	Barcode	and	this	often	causes	confusion.	How	many	digits	are	in	a	GTIN?	The	first	digit	of	a	GTIN-14	is	called	an	indicator	digit	and	is	only	found	in	case	identification.	If	another	case	that	contains	the	same	trade	item	is	created,	the	new	GTIN-14	will	start	with	an	indicator	digit	of	2	and	so	on.	GTIN-14s	can
have	indicator	digits	up	to	the	8.	A	Global	Trade	Item	Number	(GTIN)	serves	as	a	unique	identifier	for	a	product.	These	numbers,	often	referred	to	as	barcode	numbers,	EANs	or	UPCs	are	commonly	found	beneath	barcodes	on	products	worldwide.	GTINs	can	be	used	to	identify	any	item,	online	and	offline,	in	a	wide	range	of	sectors,	including	medical
devices	and	materials	used	in	construction.	In	the	UK	and	Europe,	GTINs	typically	consist	of	13	digits,	while	in	the	US,	theyre	12-digits	long.	Shorter	8-digit	numbers	are	also	part	of	the	GTIN	family	and	are	used	to	identify	smaller	products.	Different	packaging	levels,	such	as	cases,	can	also	be	identified	by	GTIN-14s.GTINs	are	licensed	from	GS1
organisations	globally.	Licencing	numbers	ensures	their	uniqueness	and	means	they	can	be	traced	back	to	the	brand	owner.	If	GTINs	are	obtained	from	any	other	source,	you	may	experience	problems	with	your	trading	partners,	major	retailers	and	marketplaces	such	as	Amazon.	Share	copy	and	redistribute	the	material	in	any	medium	or	format	for
any	purpose,	even	commercially.	Adapt	remix,	transform,	and	build	upon	the	material	for	any	purpose,	even	commercially.	The	licensor	cannot	revoke	these	freedoms	as	long	as	you	follow	the	license	terms.	Attribution	You	must	give	appropriate	credit	,	provide	a	link	to	the	license,	and	indicate	if	changes	were	made	.	You	may	do	so	in	any	reasonable
manner,	but	not	in	any	way	that	suggests	the	licensor	endorses	you	or	your	use.	ShareAlike	If	you	remix,	transform,	or	build	upon	the	material,	you	must	distribute	your	contributions	under	the	same	license	as	the	original.	No	additional	restrictions	You	may	not	apply	legal	terms	or	technological	measures	that	legally	restrict	others	from	doing
anything	the	license	permits.	You	do	not	have	to	comply	with	the	license	for	elements	of	the	material	in	the	public	domain	or	where	your	use	is	permitted	by	an	applicable	exception	or	limitation	.	No	warranties	are	given.	The	license	may	not	give	you	all	of	the	permissions	necessary	for	your	intended	use.	For	example,	other	rights	such	as	publicity,
privacy,	or	moral	rights	may	limit	how	you	use	the	material.	Share	copy	and	redistribute	the	material	in	any	medium	or	format	for	any	purpose,	even	commercially.	Adapt	remix,	transform,	and	build	upon	the	material	for	any	purpose,	even	commercially.	The	licensor	cannot	revoke	these	freedoms	as	long	as	you	follow	the	license	terms.	Attribution
You	must	give	appropriate	credit	,	provide	a	link	to	the	license,	and	indicate	if	changes	were	made	.	You	may	do	so	in	any	reasonable	manner,	but	not	in	any	way	that	suggests	the	licensor	endorses	you	or	your	use.	ShareAlike	If	you	remix,	transform,	or	build	upon	the	material,	you	must	distribute	your	contributions	under	the	same	license	as	the
original.	No	additional	restrictions	You	may	not	apply	legal	terms	or	technological	measures	that	legally	restrict	others	from	doing	anything	the	license	permits.	You	do	not	have	to	comply	with	the	license	for	elements	of	the	material	in	the	public	domain	or	where	your	use	is	permitted	by	an	applicable	exception	or	limitation	.	No	warranties	are	given.
The	license	may	not	give	you	all	of	the	permissions	necessary	for	your	intended	use.	For	example,	other	rights	such	as	publicity,	privacy,	or	moral	rights	may	limit	how	you	use	the	material.	
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