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Chris	McCandless	starved	to	death	in	the	wilderness(Image:	Internet)In	April	1992,	Chris	McCandless,	a	self-styled	adventurer,	embarked	on	a	treacherous	trek	into	the	wilds	of	Alaska.Five	months	on,	the	24-year-old	was	found	deceased,	cocooned	in	a	sleeping	bag	within	a	deserted	bus.	His	body	weighed	just	30kg	(4st	7lbs),	with	starvation	cited	as
the	cause	of	death.Known	by	his	alias	Alexander	Supertramp,	McCandless	documented	his	last	days	in	a	diary,	detailing	his	reliance	on	hunted	wildlife,	roots,	and	seeds	for	sustenance.	His	poignant	tale	was	captured	by	Jon	Krakauer	in	the	book	'Into	The	Wild',	which	later	inspired	a	hit	movie.Back	in	Fairfax,	Virginia,	McCandless	was	celebrated	as	a
bright	student	and	athlete,	with	his	high	school	teachers	remarking	he	"marched	to	the	beat	of	a	different	drummer",	as	reported	by	The	Daily	Star.Post-graduation	from	Emory	University	in	1990,	armed	with	a	degree	in	history	and	anthropology,	he	donated	$24,000	to	OXFAM	and	spent	two	years	juggling	jobs	and	hiking	adventures,	reports	the
Mirror	US.Come	1992,	after	shedding	most	of	his	belongings	and	equipped	with	scant	provisions,	he	hitchhiked	to	Fairbanks,	Alaska,	plunging	into	the	wilderness.	His	journals,	peppered	with	photos,	show	his	journey	along	the	snow-laden	Stampede	Trail,	where	he	stumbled	upon	an	isolated	bus	near	Denali	National	Park	and	made	it	his	base.Chris
made	an	abandoned	bus	his	home(Image:	Getty	Images)He	got	by	on	small	game	like	squirrels,	birds,	and	rabbits,	along	with	foraged	roots	and	seeds,	embracing	his	time	in	the	wild.	In	June,	McCandless's	bushcraft	hit	a	snag	when	he	poached	a	moose	but	failed	to	cure	the	meat	properly,	leading	to	its	rapid	spoilage.In	a	cruel	twist	of	fate,	come	July,
McCandless's	attempt	to	rejoin	society	was	foiled	by	the	swollen	Teklanika	River,	which	forced	him	back	to	the	refuge	of	his	bus.In	desperation	and	fearing	the	worst,	he	left	an	SOS	message	outside	the	bus:	"Attention	Possible	Visitors.	S.O.S.	I	need	your	help.	I	am	injured,	near	death,	and	too	weak	to	hike	out.	I	am	all	alone,	this	is	no	joke.	In	the
name	of	God,	please	remain	to	save	me.	I	am	out	collecting	berries	close	by	and	shall	return	this	evening.	Thank	you,	Chris	McCandless.	August."Tragically,	his	plea	for	assistance	was	met	with	silence.McCandless's	eerie	tale	spans	113	days	alone,	with	his	last	written	entry	on	day	107	praising	"BEAUTIFUL	BLUE	BERRIES."The	subsequent	days	were
chillingly	marked	with	slashes	until	the	113th	day,	which	was	left	disturbingly	blank,	adding	to	the	enigma	of	his	untimely	demise.One	of	his	final	gestures	was	taking	a	self-portrait	holding	a	note	that	read:	"I	HAVE	HAD	A	HAPPY	LIFE	AND	THANK	THE	LORD.	GOODBYE	AND	MAY	GOD	BLESS	ALL!".His	body	and	personal	diaries	were	eventually
found	by	moose	hunters	on	September	6.In	a	tragic	twist	of	fate,	McCandless,	who	didn't	have	a	detailed	map,	was	oblivious	to	an	old	cable	car	system	close	by	that	could	have	helped	him	cross	the	river	he	had	previously	abandoned.	The	mystery	intensified	around	why	this	fit	adventurer	died	of	starvation	despite	his	daily	hunting	and	foraging
efforts.Author	Jon	Krakauer	suggested	in	his	book	that	McCandless's	demise	wasn't	due	to	starvation	but	rather	from	eating	wild	potato	seeds.McCandless's	journals	showed	he	ate	plenty	of	these	seeds,	leading	Krakauer	to	suspect	that	a	toxic	alkaloid	in	them	weakened	him	so	much	that	he	couldn't	continue	to	hunt	and	gather.Yet,	this	theory
encountered	problems	as	most	guidebooks	consider	wild	potatoes	harmless.	Determined	to	find	the	truth,	Krakauer	had	the	seeds	tested	by	a	scientist,	but	they	found	no	toxic	alkaloids.Undeterred,	Krakauer	now	endorses	a	medical	paper	by	researcher	Ronald	Hamilton,	which	posits	that	the	wild	potato	seeds	were	indeed	fatal	to	McCandless,	but	not
because	of	any	toxic	alkaloids.Chris	outside	the	bus	he	called	home	in	AlaskaHamilton's	study	uncovered	that	McCandless's	scant	diet	and	malnutrition	made	him	susceptible	to	"lathyrism",	a	rare	but	severe	condition	that	slowly	paralyses	its	sufferers,	typically	seen	in	undernourished	young	men.Lathyrism	is	triggered	by	ingesting	an	amino	acid	first
identified	in	the	seeds	of	wild	grass	peas.	Krakauer	dispatched	some	wild	potato	seeds	to	a	chemist,	who	verified	that	they	contained	the	lathyrism-inducing	amino	acid.The	converted	bus	where	McCandless	spent	his	last	days	turned	into	a	famous	destination	for	trekkers	after	his	demise.Known	as	"The	Magic	Bus",	it	boasts	a	commemorative	plaque
from	McCandless's	father,	Walt.	In	September	2020,	the	bus	was	moved	to	the	Museum	of	the	North	at	the	University	of	Alaska,	where	it	underwent	restoration	and	became	part	of	an	exhibit.In	the	2007	film	Into	The	Wild,	actor	Emile	Hirsch	played	McCandless.	During	the	shoot,	Hirsch	scaled	mountains,	swam	naked	in	a	chilly	river,	and	stood	mere
inches	away	from	an	8ft	grizzly	bear.Director	Sean	Penn	felt	compelled	to	adapt	the	story	into	a	film	upon	reading	Krakauer's	book."I	ended	up	reading	it	cover	to	cover,	nonstop,	twice	-	the	first	time	realising	it	was	a	movie	and	the	second	time	affirming	it,"	he	shared.Penn	reached	out	to	Krakauer,	who	introduced	him	to	McCandless'	parents,	Walt
and	Billie,	and	his	younger	sister	Carine.	Initially,	the	family	was	reluctant	to	greenlight	a	film	adaptation	of	McCandless'	tragic	story,	not	wishing	to	reopen	old	wounds	so	soon	after	his	death.The	bus	has	now	been	transported	to	a	museum(Image:	Getty	Images)However,	about	ten	years	later,	they	agreed,	and	the	project	proceeded.While	some
admire	McCandless	for	his	audacious	spirit,	others	condemn	his	actions	as	reckless	and	thoughtless.Park	Ranger	Peter	Christian	didn't	hold	back	in	his	scathing	critique:	"When	you	consider	McCandless	from	my	perspective,	you	quickly	see	that	what	he	did	wasn't	even	particularly	daring,	just	stupid,	tragic,	and	inconsiderate."He	pointed	out
McCandless'	lack	of	survival	skills:	"First	off,	he	spent	very	little	time	learning	how	to	actually	live	in	the	wild.	He	arrived	at	the	Stampede	Trail	without	even	a	map	of	the	area.	If	he	had	a	good	map	he	could	have	walked	out	of	his	predicament."Christian	was	blunt	about	the	consequences:	"Essentially,	Chris	McCandless	committed	suicide."However,
another	ranger,	Ken	Ilgunas,	viewed	things	differently	as	noted	in	The	McCandless	Mecca:	"McCandless,	of	course,	did	not	commit	suicide.	He	starved	to	death,	accidentally	poisoned	himself,	or	a	combination	of	the	two."Jon	Krakauer,	the	author	behind	the	renowned	narrative,	stood	up	for	McCandless,	stating:	"In	1992,	however,	there	were	no	more
blank	spots	on	the	map	-	not	in	Alaska,	not	anywhere."Krakauer	explained	McCandless'	unconventional	thought	process:	"But	Chris,	with	his	idiosyncratic	logic,	came	up	with	an	elegant	solution	to	this	dilemma:	He	simply	got	rid	of	the	map.	In	his	own	mind,	if	nowhere	else,	the	terra	would	thereby	remain	incognita."	Share	—	copy	and	redistribute	the
material	in	any	medium	or	format	for	any	purpose,	even	commercially.	Adapt	—	remix,	transform,	and	build	upon	the	material	for	any	purpose,	even	commercially.	The	licensor	cannot	revoke	these	freedoms	as	long	as	you	follow	the	license	terms.	Attribution	—	You	must	give	appropriate	credit	,	provide	a	link	to	the	license,	and	indicate	if	changes
were	made	.	You	may	do	so	in	any	reasonable	manner,	but	not	in	any	way	that	suggests	the	licensor	endorses	you	or	your	use.	ShareAlike	—	If	you	remix,	transform,	or	build	upon	the	material,	you	must	distribute	your	contributions	under	the	same	license	as	the	original.	No	additional	restrictions	—	You	may	not	apply	legal	terms	or	technological
measures	that	legally	restrict	others	from	doing	anything	the	license	permits.	You	do	not	have	to	comply	with	the	license	for	elements	of	the	material	in	the	public	domain	or	where	your	use	is	permitted	by	an	applicable	exception	or	limitation	.	No	warranties	are	given.	The	license	may	not	give	you	all	of	the	permissions	necessary	for	your	intended
use.	For	example,	other	rights	such	as	publicity,	privacy,	or	moral	rights	may	limit	how	you	use	the	material.	Chris	McCandless	ventured	off	into	the	wilds	of	AlaskaApril	1992	saw	Chris	McCandless,	a	young	man	driven	by	wanderlust,	embark	on	a	treacherous	trek	into	the	unforgiving	Alaskan	wilds.Regrettably,	just	five	months	later,	his	life	came	to	a
grim	end	at	just	24	years	old.	His	body	was	discovered	in	a	decrepit	bus,	curled	up	in	a	sleeping	bag	and	weighing	just	30kg	(4st	7lbs)	–	starvation	cited	as	the	cause.Known	to	some	as	Alexander	Supertramp,	McCandless	documented	his	diminishing	plight	in	a	diary,	detailing	his	reliance	on	what	he	could	hunt	and	forage	–	from	critters	to	roots	and
seeds.	Jon	Krakauer	captured	his	poignant	tale	in	'Into	The	Wild',	which	also	inspired	a	hit	movie.Back	in	Fairfax,	Virginia,	where	he	grew	up,	Chris	was	remembered	as	a	gifted	student	and	runner,	with	his	high	school	mentors	noting	his	originality,	once	remarking	he	"marched	to	the	beat	of	a	different	drummer",	as	reported	by	The	Daily	Star.After
bagging	a	history	and	anthropology	degree	from	Emory	University	in	1990,	he	donated	$24,000	to	charity	OXFAM	and	spent	the	following	couple	of	years	toggling	between	jobs	and	hiking	escapades,	reports	the	Mirror	US.In	1992,	loaded	with	only	the	essentials	and	after	ditching	most	of	his	personal	items,	he	caught	a	lift	towards	Fairbanks,
Alaska's	gateway,	before	stepping	foot	into	its	relentless	wilderness.	His	diaries,	peppered	with	snapshots,	show	his	journey	across	the	snowy	Stampede	Trail	and	how	he	stumbled	upon	an	obsolete	bus	near	Denali	National	Park	–	his	final	dwelling	place.Chris	survived	of	food	he	could	forage(Image:	Internet)He	eked	out	an	existence	on	small	game
such	as	squirrels,	birds,	and	rabbits,	alongside	foraged	roots	and	seeds,	fully	embracing	his	time	in	the	wild.	However,	McCandless's	bushcraft	stumbled	when	he	poached	a	moose	in	June,	but	unfortunately	failed	at	preserving	its	meat,	leading	to	rapid	spoilage.His	misfortunes	worsened	in	July	as	he	tried	to	leave	the	wilderness	but	he	was	thwarted
by	the	impassable	Teklanika	River	which	had	swollen	considerably,	compelling	him	to	retreat	to	the	relative	security	of	his	refuge	-	the	bus.Anxious	about	his	survival,	McCandless	left	a	desperate	plea	for	help	outside	the	vehicle:	"Attention	Possible	Visitors.	S.O.S.	I	need	your	help.	I	am	injured,	near	death,	and	too	weak	to	hike	out.	I	am	all	alone,	this
is	no	joke.	In	the	name	of	God,	please	remain	to	save	me.	I	am	out	collecting	berries	close	by	and	shall	return	this	evening.	Thank	you,	Chris	McCandless.	August."Yet,	fatefully,	no	one	responded	to	his	urgent	plea.McCandless's	poignant	tale	documents	113	days	cut	off	from	the	world,	with	his	penultimate	note	on	day	107	exulting	"BEAUTIFUL	BLUE
BERRIES."In	the	subsequent	days,	his	calendar	was	ominously	marked	by	slashes	until	the	113th	day,	which	stood	out	for	its	eerie	emptiness.	The	enigmatic	details	only	deepen	the	mystery	that	surrounds	this	young	explorer's	demise.Among	his	last	actions,	he	took	a	self-portrait	holding	up	a	message	which	read:	"I	HAVE	HAD	A	HAPPY	LIFE	AND
THANK	THE	LORD.	GOODBYE	AND	MAY	GOD	BLESS	ALL!".Moose	hunters	came	upon	his	remains	and	personal	notes	on	September	6.The	harrowing	tale	of	Chris	McCandless	has	long	been	shrouded	in	mystery.	The	intrepid	explorer's	tragic	demise	in	the	Alaskan	wilderness	has	puzzled	many,	with	the	cause	of	his	death	a	topic	of	ongoing
debate.The	bus	Chris	called	home(Image:	Getty	Images)McCandless,	an	experienced	adventurer,	had	been	living	off	the	land	for	several	months	before	his	death,	with	his	diary	entries	revealing	a	daily	struggle	to	hunt	and	forage	for	food.	Yet,	despite	his	evident	resourcefulness,	McCandless's	body	was	discovered	weighing	a	mere	67	pounds,
sparking	intense	speculation	about	the	circumstances	surrounding	his	passing.Renowned	author	Jon	Krakauer	has	dedicated	considerable	time	to	unravelling	the	enigma	of	McCandless's	death.	Krakauer's	book,	'Into	the	Wild',	chronicled	McCandless's	journey	and	probed	the	possible	reasons	behind	his	tragic	end.Krakauer	initially	posited	that	wild
potato	seeds,	which	McCandless	had	consumed	in	large	quantities,	were	the	primary	cause	of	his	death.Krakauer	hypothesised	a	toxic	alkaloid	within	the	seeds	had	severely	debilitated	McCandless,	rendering	him	incapable	of	sustaining	himself	through	hunting	and	gathering.	However,	this	theory	was	later	disputed	when	laboratory	tests	failed	to
detect	the	presence	of	any	toxic	compounds	in	the	seeds.Undeterred,	Krakauer	continued	to	investigate,	and	his	persistence	has	led	to	a	new	theory.	Researcher	Ronald	Hamilton	has	proposed	that	the	wild	potato	seeds	did,	in	fact,	contribute	to	McCandless's	demise,	albeit	not	due	to	toxic	alkaloids.Hamilton's	research	revealed	that	McCandless's
meagre	diet	and	malnutrition	had	left	him	vulnerable	to	a	rare	but	debilitating	condition	known	as	"lathyrism".	This	condition,	often	found	in	malnourished	young	men,	gradually	paralyses	its	victims,	rendering	them	incapable	of	carrying	out	even	the	most	basic	tasks.Krakauer	is	now	a	proponent	of	Hamilton's	theory,	which	provides	a	plausible
explanation	for	McCandless's	tragic	demise.	The	case	serves	as	a	poignant	reminder	of	the	unforgiving	nature	of	the	wilderness	and	the	devastating	consequences	of	malnutrition.Despite	the	progress	made	in	understanding	McCandless's	death,	the	incident	remains	a	sobering	reminder	of	the	perils	faced	by	adventurers	who	venture	into	the
unknown.	As	the	allure	of	the	wilderness	continues	to	captivate	explorers	worldwide,	the	story	of	Chris	McCandless	serves	as	a	cautionary	tale,	underscoring	the	importance	of	meticulous	planning,	preparation,	and	respect	for	the	unforgiving	power	of	nature.The	bus	being	airlifted	to	a	museum(Image:	Getty	Images)Lathyrism	is	triggered	by	an
amino	acid	found	in	certain	legumes,	a	devastating	discovery	originally	linked	to	wild	grass	pea	seeds.When	Krakauer	sent	off	the	wild	potato	seeds	to	a	chemist,	it	was	confirmed	they	harboured	the	harmful	amino	acid	responsible	for	lathyrism.After	his	passing,	the	converted	bus	that	served	as	Christopher	McCandless's	last	abode	turned	into	a
legendary	spot	for	adventurers.Now	known	as	"The	Magic	Bus",	it	bears	a	plaque	commemorating	McCandless,	lovingly	installed	by	his	father,	Walt.In	a	significant	move	in	September	2020,	the	bus	found	a	new	home	at	the	Museum	of	the	North	at	the	University	of	Alaska,	receiving	restoration	and	its	own	dedicated	exhibit.Emile	Hirsch	took	on	the
role	of	McCandless	in	2007's	cinematic	homage	'Into	The	Wild',	enduring	mountain	climbs,	braving	frigid	river	waters	in	the	nude,	and	coming	face-to-face	with	a	towering	grizzly	bear.Director	Sean	Penn	felt	compelled	to	bring	the	story	to	life	on-screen	after	devouring	Krakauer's	book."I	ended	up	reading	it	cover	to	cover,	nonstop,	twice	-	the	first
time	realising	it	was	a	movie	and	the	second	time	affirming	it,"	he	admitted.Penn	sought	out	Krakauer,	who	facilitated	a	meeting	with	McCandless'	family	-	parents	Walt	and	Billie,	alongside	sister	Carine.His	family	approached	the	idea	of	a	film	with	caution,	wary	of	reawakening	their	grief,	but	over	a	decade	later,	they	embraced	the	film
adaptation.While	McCandless	has	been	celebrated	by	some	for	his	audacious	pursuit	of	adventure,	others	have	condemned	his	ventures	as	reckless	and	negligent.Park	Ranger	Peter	Christian	delivered	a	biting	critique:	"When	you	consider	McCandless	from	my	perspective,	you	quickly	see	that	what	he	did	wasn't	even	particularly	daring,	just	stupid,
tragic,	and	inconsiderate."He	highlighted	the	lack	of	survival	skills	displayed	by	McCandless:	"First	off,	he	spent	very	little	time	learning	how	to	actually	live	in	the	wild.	He	arrived	at	the	Stampede	Trail	without	even	a	map	of	the	area.	If	he	had	a	good	map	he	could	have	walked	out	of	his	predicament."Christian	was	blunt	about	the	tragedy	that
ensued:	"Essentially,	Chris	McCandless	committed	suicide."In	contrast,	ranger	Ken	Ilgunas	gave	an	alternate	view	in	The	McCandless	Mecca:	"McCandless,	of	course,	did	not	commit	suicide.	He	starved	to	death,	accidentally	poisoned	himself,	or	a	combination	of	the	two."Jon	Krakauer,	author	of	the	renowned	story,	came	to	McCandless'	defence
stating:	"In	1992,	however,	there	were	no	more	blank	spots	on	the	map	-	not	in	Alaska,	not	anywhere."Krakauer	relayed	McCandless'	unconventional	thinking:	"But	Chris,	with	his	idiosyncratic	logic,	came	up	with	an	elegant	solution	to	this	dilemma:	He	simply	got	rid	of	the	map.	In	his	own	mind,	if	nowhere	else,	the	terra	would	thereby	remain
incognita."	Christopher	McCandless	was	born	on	12	February	1968	in	El	Segundo,	California,	USA.	He	died	on	18	August	1992	in	Stampede	Trail,	Alaska,	USA.Suggest	an	edit	or	add	missing	contentYou	have	no	recently	viewed	pages	Literature	Poetry	Poets	L-Z	Henry	David	Thoreau	(born	July	12,	1817,	Concord,	Massachusetts,	U.S.—died	May	6,
1862,	Concord)	was	an	American	essayist,	poet,	and	practical	philosopher	renowned	for	having	lived	the	doctrines	of	Transcendentalism	as	recorded	in	his	masterwork,	Walden	(1854),	and	for	having	been	a	vigorous	advocate	of	civil	liberties,	as	evidenced	in	the	essay	“Civil	Disobedience”	(1849).	Henry	David	ThoreauTranscendentalist	Henry	David
Thoreau,	portrait	by	Samuel	Worcester	Rowse,	1854;	in	the	Concord	Free	Public	Library,	Massachusetts.Thoreau	was	born	in	1817	in	Concord,	Massachusetts,	the	third	child	of	a	feckless	small	businessman	named	John	Thoreau	and	his	bustling	wife,	Cynthia	Dunbar	Thoreau.	Though	his	family	moved	the	following	year,	they	returned	in	1823.	Even
when	he	grew	ambivalent	about	the	village	after	reaching	adulthood,	he	never	grew	ambivalent	about	its	lovely	setting	of	woodlands,	streams,	and	meadows.	In	1828	his	parents	sent	him	to	Concord	Academy,	where	he	impressed	his	teachers	and	so	was	permitted	to	prepare	for	college.	Upon	graduating	from	the	academy,	he	entered	Harvard
University	in	1833.	There	he	was	a	good	student,	but	he	was	indifferent	to	the	rank	system	and	preferred	to	use	the	school	library	for	his	own	purposes.	Graduating	in	the	middle	ranks	of	the	class	of	1837,	Thoreau	searched	for	a	teaching	job	and	secured	one	at	his	old	grammar	school	in	Concord.	He	found	that	he	was	no	disciplinarian	and	resigned
after	two	shaky	weeks,	after	which	he	worked	for	his	father	in	the	family	pencil-making	business.	In	June	1838	he	started	a	small	school	with	the	help	of	his	brother	John.	Despite	its	progressive	nature,	it	lasted	for	three	years,	until	John	fell	ill.	Ralph	Waldo	Emerson	settled	in	Concord	during	Thoreau’s	sophomore	year	at	Harvard,	and	by	the	autumn
of	1837	they	were	becoming	friends.	Emerson	sensed	in	Thoreau	a	true	disciple—that	is,	one	with	so	much	Emersonian	self-reliance	that	he	would	still	be	his	own	man.	Thoreau	saw	in	Emerson	a	guide,	a	father,	and	a	friend.	With	his	magnetism	Emerson	attracted	others	to	Concord.	Out	of	their	heady	speculations	and	affirmatives	came	New	England
Transcendentalism.	In	retrospect,	it	was	one	of	the	most	significant	literary	movements	of	19th-century	America,	with	at	least	two	authors	of	world	stature,	Thoreau	and	Emerson,	to	its	credit.	Essentially,	it	combined	romanticism	with	reform.	It	celebrated	the	individual	rather	than	the	masses,	emotion	rather	than	reason,	nature	rather	than	man.
Transcendentalism	conceded	that	there	were	two	ways	of	knowing,	through	the	senses	and	through	intuition,	but	asserted	that	intuition	transcended	tuition.	Similarly,	the	movement	acknowledged	that	matter	and	spirit	both	existed.	It	claimed,	however,	that	the	reality	of	spirit	transcended	the	reality	of	matter.	Transcendentalism	strove	for	reform
yet	insisted	that	reform	begin	with	the	individual,	not	the	group	or	organization.	In	Emerson’s	company	Thoreau’s	hope	of	becoming	a	poet	looked	not	only	proper	but	feasible.	Late	in	1837,	at	Emerson’s	suggestion,	he	began	keeping	a	journal	that	covered	thousands	of	pages	before	he	scrawled	the	final	entry	two	months	before	his	death.	He	soon
polished	some	of	his	old	college	essays	and	composed	new	and	better	ones	as	well.	He	wrote	some	poems—a	good	many,	in	fact—for	several	years.	A	canoe	trip	that	he	and	his	brother	John	took	along	the	Concord	and	Merrimack	rivers	in	1839	confirmed	in	him	the	opinion	that	he	ought	not	be	a	schoolmaster	but	a	poet	of	nature.	Famous	Poets	and
Poetic	Form	As	the	1840s	began,	Thoreau	formally	took	up	the	profession	of	poet.	Captained	by	Emerson,	the	Transcendentalists	started	a	magazine,	The	Dial.	Its	inaugural	issue,	dated	July	1840,	carried	Thoreau’s	poem	“Sympathy”	and	his	essay	on	the	Roman	poet	Aulus	Persius	Flaccus.	The	Dial	published	more	of	Thoreau’s	poems	and	then,	in	July
1842,	the	first	of	his	outdoor	essays,	“Natural	History	of	Massachusetts.”	Though	disguised	as	a	book	review,	it	showed	that	a	nature	writer	of	distinction	was	in	the	making.	Then	followed	more	lyrics,	and	fine	ones,	such	as	“To	the	Maiden	in	the	East,”	and	another	nature	essay,	remarkably	felicitous,	“A	Winter	Walk.”	The	Dial	ceased	publication	with
the	April	1844	issue,	having	published	a	richer	variety	of	Thoreau’s	writing	than	any	other	magazine	ever	would.	In	1840	Thoreau	fell	in	love	with	and	proposed	marriage	to	an	attractive	visitor	to	Concord	named	Ellen	Sewall.	She	accepted	his	proposal	but	then	immediately	broke	off	the	engagement	at	the	insistence	of	her	parents.	He	remained	a
bachelor	for	life.	During	two	periods,	1841–43	and	1847–48,	he	stayed	mostly	at	the	Emersons’	house.	In	spite	of	Emerson’s	hospitality	and	friendship,	however,	Thoreau	grew	restless;	his	condition	was	accentuated	by	grief	over	the	death	of	his	brother	John,	who	died	of	tetanus	in	January	1842	after	cutting	his	finger.	Later	that	year	Thoreau	became
a	tutor	in	the	Staten	Island	household	of	Emerson’s	brother,	William,	while	trying	to	cultivate	the	New	York	literary	market.	Thoreau’s	literary	activities	went	indifferently,	however,	and	the	effort	to	conquer	New	York	failed.	Confirmed	in	his	distaste	for	city	life	and	disappointed	by	his	lack	of	success,	he	returned	to	Concord	in	late	1843.	Literature
Novels	&	Short	Stories	Novelists	L-Z	Tolstoy	also	spelled:	Tolstoi	Russian	in	full:	Lev	Nikolayevich,	Graf	(count)	Tolstoy	Born:	August	28	[September	9,	New	Style],	1828,	Yasnaya	Polyana,	Tula	province,	Russian	Empire	Died:	November	7	[November	20],	1910,	Astapovo,	Ryazan	province	(aged	82)	Movement	/	Style:	realism	Leo	Tolstoy	(born	August
28	[September	9,	New	Style],	1828,	Yasnaya	Polyana,	Tula	province,	Russian	Empire—died	November	7	[November	20],	1910,	Astapovo,	Ryazan	province)	was	a	Russian	author,	a	master	of	realistic	fiction	and	one	of	the	world’s	greatest	novelists.Tolstoy	is	best	known	for	his	two	longest	works,	War	and	Peace	(1865–69)	and	Anna	Karenina	(1875–77),
which	are	commonly	regarded	as	among	the	finest	novels	ever	written.	War	and	Peace	in	particular	seems	virtually	to	define	this	form	for	many	readers	and	critics.	Among	Tolstoy’s	shorter	works,	The	Death	of	Ivan	Ilyich	(1886)	is	usually	classed	among	the	best	examples	of	the	novella.	Especially	during	his	last	three	decades	Tolstoy	also	achieved
world	renown	as	a	moral	and	religious	teacher.	His	doctrine	of	nonresistance	to	evil	had	an	important	influence	on	Gandhi.	Although	Tolstoy’s	religious	ideas	no	longer	command	the	respect	they	once	did,	interest	in	his	life	and	personality	has,	if	anything,	increased	over	the	years.Most	readers	will	agree	with	the	assessment	of	the	19th-century
British	poet	and	critic	Matthew	Arnold	that	a	novel	by	Tolstoy	is	not	a	work	of	art	but	a	piece	of	life;	the	Russian	author	Isaak	Babel	commented	that,	if	the	world	could	write	by	itself,	it	would	write	like	Tolstoy.	Critics	of	diverse	schools	have	agreed	that	somehow	Tolstoy’s	works	seem	to	elude	all	artifice.	Most	have	stressed	his	ability	to	observe	the
smallest	changes	of	consciousness	and	to	record	the	slightest	movements	of	the	body.	What	another	novelist	would	describe	as	a	single	act	of	consciousness,	Tolstoy	convincingly	breaks	down	into	a	series	of	infinitesimally	small	steps.	According	to	the	English	writer	Virginia	Woolf,	who	took	for	granted	that	Tolstoy	was	“the	greatest	of	all	novelists,”
these	observational	powers	elicited	a	kind	of	fear	in	readers,	who	“wish	to	escape	from	the	gaze	which	Tolstoy	fixes	on	us.”	Those	who	visited	Tolstoy	as	an	old	man	also	reported	feelings	of	great	discomfort	when	he	appeared	to	understand	their	unspoken	thoughts.	It	was	commonplace	to	describe	him	as	godlike	in	his	powers	and	titanic	in	his
struggles	to	escape	the	limitations	of	the	human	condition.	Some	viewed	Tolstoy	as	the	embodiment	of	nature	and	pure	vitality,	others	saw	him	as	the	incarnation	of	the	world’s	conscience,	but	for	almost	all	who	knew	him	or	read	his	works,	he	was	not	just	one	of	the	greatest	writers	who	ever	lived	but	a	living	symbol	of	the	search	for	life’s	meaning.
The	scion	of	prominent	aristocrats,	Tolstoy	was	born	at	the	family	estate,	about	130	miles	(210	kilometres)	south	of	Moscow,	where	he	was	to	live	the	better	part	of	his	life	and	write	his	most-important	works.	His	mother,	Mariya	Nikolayevna,	née	Princess	Volkonskaya,	died	before	he	was	two	years	old,	and	his	father	Nikolay	Ilich,	Graf	(count)	Tolstoy,
followed	her	in	1837.	His	grandmother	died	11	months	later,	and	then	his	next	guardian,	his	aunt	Aleksandra,	in	1841.	Tolstoy	and	his	four	siblings	were	then	transferred	to	the	care	of	another	aunt	in	Kazan,	in	western	Russia.	Tolstoy	remembered	a	cousin	who	lived	at	Yasnaya	Polyana,	Tatyana	Aleksandrovna	Yergolskaya	(“Aunt	Toinette,”	as	he
called	her),	as	the	greatest	influence	on	his	childhood,	and	later,	as	a	young	man,	Tolstoy	wrote	some	of	his	most-touching	letters	to	her.	Despite	the	constant	presence	of	death,	Tolstoy	remembered	his	childhood	in	idyllic	terms.	His	first	published	work,	Detstvo	(1852;	Childhood),	was	a	fictionalized	and	nostalgic	account	of	his	early	years.	Educated
at	home	by	tutors,	Tolstoy	enrolled	in	the	University	of	Kazan	in	1844	as	a	student	of	Oriental	languages.	His	poor	record	soon	forced	him	to	transfer	to	the	less-demanding	law	faculty,	where	he	wrote	a	comparison	of	the	French	political	philosopher	Montesquieu’s	The	Spirit	of	Laws	and	Catherine	the	Great’s	nakaz	(instructions	for	a	law	code).
Interested	in	literature	and	ethics,	he	was	drawn	to	the	works	of	the	English	novelists	Laurence	Sterne	and	Charles	Dickens	and,	especially,	to	the	writings	of	the	French	philosopher	Jean-Jacques	Rousseau;	in	place	of	a	cross,	he	wore	a	medallion	with	a	portrait	of	Rousseau.	But	he	spent	most	of	his	time	trying	to	be	comme	il	faut	(socially	correct),
drinking,	gambling,	and	engaging	in	debauchery.	After	leaving	the	university	in	1847	without	a	degree,	Tolstoy	returned	to	Yasnaya	Polyana,	where	he	planned	to	educate	himself,	to	manage	his	estate,	and	to	improve	the	lot	of	his	serfs.	Despite	frequent	resolutions	to	change	his	ways,	he	continued	his	loose	life	during	stays	in	Tula,	Moscow,	and	St.
Petersburg.	In	1851	he	joined	his	older	brother	Nikolay,	an	army	officer,	in	the	Caucasus	and	then	entered	the	army	himself.	He	took	part	in	campaigns	against	the	native	peoples	and,	soon	after,	in	the	Crimean	War	(1853–56).	Authors	of	Classic	Literature	In	1847	Tolstoy	began	keeping	a	diary,	which	became	his	laboratory	for	experiments	in	self-
analysis	and,	later,	for	his	fiction.	With	some	interruptions,	Tolstoy	kept	his	diaries	throughout	his	life,	and	he	is	therefore	one	of	the	most	copiously	documented	writers	who	ever	lived.	Reflecting	the	life	he	was	leading,	his	first	diary	begins	by	confiding	that	he	may	have	contracted	a	venereal	disease.	The	early	diaries	record	a	fascination	with	rule-
making,	as	Tolstoy	composed	rules	for	diverse	aspects	of	social	and	moral	behaviour.	They	also	record	the	writer’s	repeated	failure	to	honour	these	rules,	his	attempts	to	formulate	new	ones	designed	to	ensure	obedience	to	old	ones,	and	his	frequent	acts	of	self-castigation.	Tolstoy’s	later	belief	that	life	is	too	complex	and	disordered	ever	to	conform	to
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such	as	publicity,	privacy,	or	moral	rights	may	limit	how	you	use	the	material.	Christopher	J.	McCandless,	known	by	his	chosen	pseudonym	Alexander	Supertramp,	remains	one	of	the	most	polarizing	adventurers	of	the	modern	era.	His	journey	into	the	Alaskan	wilderness	and	tragic	demise	have	inspired	countless	people	to	reexamine	their	own	lives
and	values.	To	some,	McCandless	is	a	visionary	transcendentalist	who	dared	to	reject	societal	norms	and	seek	deeper	meaning.	To	others,	he	was	an	idealist	whose	decisions	brought	profound	grief	to	his	family.	Tragically,	his	search	for	meaning	ended	with	his	untimely	death	in	1992,	when	he	succumbed	to	starvation	after	months	of	isolation.	Chris
McCandless	in	front	of	his	famous	Fairbanks	Bus	142.	Christopher	McCandless,	born	on	February	12,	1968,	in	Inglewood,	California,	grew	up	in	a	household	marked	by	turmoil.	His	sister,	Carine	McCandless,	chronicled	their	challenging	upbringing	in	her	book,	The	Wild	Truth.	The	siblings	lived	alongside	six	half-siblings,	with	their	parents	allegedly
inflicting	verbal	and	physical	abuse.	According	to	Carine,	their	father,	Walt	McCandless,	battled	alcoholism	and	was	often	the	source	of	the	household’s	volatility,	while	their	mother,	Billie	McCandless,	perpetuated	the	toxic	environment.	Walt’s	work	as	a	NASA	rocket	scientist	frequently	uprooted	the	family,	relocating	them	across	the	country.	They
eventually	settled	in	Virginia	long	enough	for	Christopher	and	Carine	to	complete	high	school.	Christopher’s	fascination	with	the	natural	world	and	human	history	was	evident	from	an	early	age,	influenced	by	the	family’s	outdoor	excursions	and	his	voracious	reading.	In	1990,	he	graduated	from	Emory	University	in	Atlanta,	Georgia,	with	a	degree	in
anthropology	and	history.	Carine	attributed	her	brother’s	desire	to	escape	society	to	their	troubled	childhood	and	his	admiration	for	literary	works	like	Jack	London’s	The	Call	of	the	Wild.	Back	at	his	camp,	he	posted	a	desperate	S.O.S.	note	on	the	bus.	Early	Travels	In	the	summer	of	1990,	shortly	after	his	graduation,	McCandless	left	Virginia	in	his
beat-up	Datsun,	embarking	on	a	cross-country	journey	to	California.	His	car’s	deteriorating	condition,	combined	with	expired	license	plates	and	a	lack	of	insurance,	made	for	a	precarious	trip.	By	late	summer,	a	flash	flood	at	the	Lake	Mead	National	Recreation	Area	in	Nevada	rendered	the	vehicle	inoperable.	Facing	potential	legal	trouble,	McCandless
removed	the	license	plates,	salvaged	what	he	could,	and	abandoned	the	car	to	continue	his	journey	on	foot.	From	there,	McCandless	traveled	northwest,	hitchhiking	into	the	Sierra	Nevada	mountains.	During	this	period,	he	resorted	to	breaking	into	a	closed	cabin	to	obtain	food,	supplies,	and	money.	Over	the	winter	of	1990	and	into	1991,	he	lived	in
makeshift	camps	with	other	drifters	in	the	Sierra	Nevada	region,	surviving	on	minimal	resources.	After	a	brief	attempt	to	reconnect	with	family,	McCandless	made	his	way	to	Carthage,	South	Dakota.	There,	he	found	odd	jobs,	built	friendships	with	local	farmers,	and	stayed	in	temporary	accommodations,	following	a	familiar	pattern	of	fleeting
connections	and	itinerant	living.	By	April	1992,	restless	for	a	new	challenge,	McCandless	turned	his	sights	northward.	His	next	destination	would	be	Alaska,	the	untamed	wilderness	he	had	long	romanticized	as	the	ultimate	escape	and	final	frontier	of	his	adventure.	Into	The	Wild:	Alaska	Christopher	McCandless	managed	to	hitchhike	an	impressive
3,000	miles	from	Carthage,	South	Dakota,	to	Fairbanks,	Alaska,	passing	through	Saskatchewan,	Alberta,	British	Columbia,	and	Yukon	in	Canada.	His	ultimate	goal	was	to	embark	on	his	most	ambitious	journey	yet:	The	Denali	National	Park.	McCandless	was	described	by	those	who	encountered	him	as	suspicious	and	wary	of	others.	He	carried	a	large
backpack,	often	refused	to	reveal	his	real	name,	and	was	noted	for	his	unkempt	appearance	and	lack	of	hygiene.	One	witness	described	him	as	“generally	strange,	weird,	with	a	weird	energy.”	Chris’s	last	photo	he	took	before	he	passed	away	(found	undeveloped	in	his	camera)	holding	his	final	goodbye	note	that	says:	“I	have	had	a	happy	life	and	thank
the	lord.	Goodbye	and	may	God	bless	all!”	On	April	28,	1992,	Jim	Gallien,	a	local	electrician,	became	the	last	person	to	see	McCandless	alive.	Gallien	gave	him	a	ride	from	Fairbanks	to	the	head	of	the	Stampede	Trail	near	Healy,	Alaska.	During	the	drive,	Gallien	noticed	McCandless’s	inadequate	gear,	light	provisions,	and	apparent	lack	of	experience.
Introducing	himself	as	“Alex,”	McCandless	shared	his	plans	to	venture	into	the	Alaskan	wilderness.	Gallien	later	admitted	he	had	serious	concerns	about	McCandless’s	ability	to	survive	in	such	unforgiving	terrain.	After	hiking	along	the	snow-covered	Stampede	Trail,	McCandless	stumbled	upon	an	abandoned	bus	roughly	28	miles	(45	kilometers)	west
of	Healy.	This	old	vehicle,	tucked	away	in	an	overgrown	section	of	the	trail	near	Denali	National	Park,	became	his	makeshift	shelter.	According	to	various	accounts,	McCandless	had	planned	to	“head	west	until	[he]	hit	the	Bering	Sea,”	but	the	dense	Alaskan	bush	forced	him	to	return	to	the	bus.	McCandless	lived	off	the	land,	armed	with	9.9	pounds
(4.5	kilograms)	of	rice,	a	Remington	Nylon	66	rifle	with	400	rounds	of	.22	caliber	ammunition,	a	few	books	(including	one	on	edible	plants),	basic	camping	equipment,	and	personal	effects.	His	journal	entries	and	self-portraits	document	his	attempts	to	forage	for	edible	plants	and	hunt	wildlife	such	as	porcupines,	squirrels,	ptarmigans,	and	Canada
geese.	On	June	9,	1992,	he	successfully	shot	a	moose	but	failed	to	preserve	the	meat,	which	spoiled	within	days.	The	experience	devastated	him,	prompting	him	to	write	in	his	journal,	“I	now	wish	I	had	never	shot	the	moose.	One	of	the	greatest	tragedies	of	my	life.”	Chris	and	two	porcupines	that	he	hunted	at	bus	142.	For	113	days,	McCandless
recorded	his	life	in	the	wilderness.	In	July,	after	over	two	months	at	the	bus,	he	decided	to	return	to	civilization.	However,	the	Teklanika	River,	swollen	by	late-summer	runoff	from	the	Cantwell	Glacier,	had	become	a	formidable	barrier.	The	river,	now	higher	and	swifter	than	it	had	been	in	April,	was	impassable,	forcing	McCandless	to	retreat	to	the
bus.	Back	at	his	camp,	he	posted	a	desperate	S.O.S.	note	on	the	bus:	Attention	Possible	Visitors.	S.O.S.	I	need	your	help.	I	am	injured,	near	death,	and	too	weak	to	hike	out	of	here.	I	am	all	alone,	this	is	no	joke.	In	the	name	of	God,	please	remain	to	save	me.	I	am	out	collecting	berries	close	by	and	shall	return	this	evening.	Thank	you,	Chris
McCandless.	August	?	The	Final	Entry	in	the	Journal	McCandless’s	final	journal	entry,	labeled	“Day	107,”	read,	“BEAUTIFUL	BLUE	BERRIES.”	Subsequent	entries,	from	days	108	to	112,	contained	only	slashes,	and	on	day	113,	no	entry	was	made.	Near	the	end,	McCandless	took	a	photograph	of	himself,	smiling	and	waving	while	holding	a	note	that
read:	I	HAVE	HAD	A	HAPPY	LIFE	AND	THANK	THE	LORD.	GOODBYE	AND	MAY	GOD	BLESS	ALL!	On	September	6,	1992,	a	hunter	seeking	shelter	for	the	night	discovered	the	abandoned	bus.	Upon	entering,	he	smelled	what	he	thought	was	rotting	food	and	discovered	“a	lump”	in	a	sleeping	bag	in	the	back	of	the	bus.	The	hunter	radioed	police,	who
arrived	the	following	day.	State	troopers	found	McCandless’s	decomposing	remains	in	the	sleeping	bag.	In	his	book	Into	the	Wild	(1996),	Jon	Krakauer	proposes	two	factors	which	may	have	contributed	to	McCandless’s	death;	the	first	being	McCandless	running	the	risk	of	“rabbit	starvation”,	officially	known	as	protein	poisoning,	from	over-relying	on
lean	meat	for	nutrition.	Krakauer	also	speculated	that	McCandless	might	have	been	poisoned	by	a	toxic	alkaloid	called	swainsonine,	after	eating	sweet-vetch	seeds	containing	the	toxin,	or	possibly	by	a	mold	that	can	grow	on	them,	when	he	put	them	into	a	plastic	bag.	Chris	and	a	machete	Ronald	Franz	gave	him.	In	2013,	a	new	hypothesis	was
proposed.	Ronald	Hamilton,	a	retired	bookbinder	at	the	Indiana	University	of	Pennsylvania,	suggested	a	link	between	the	symptoms	described	by	McCandless	and	the	poisoning	of	Jewish	prisoners	in	the	concentration	camp	at	Vapniarca.	He	put	forward	the	proposal	that	McCandless	starved	to	death	because	he	was	suffering	from	paralysis	in	his	legs
induced	by	lathyrism,	which	prevented	him	from	gathering	food	or	hiking.	The	Green	and	White	Bus	The	green-and-white	bus	where	Christopher	McCandless	spent	his	final	days	gained	fame	as	a	symbol	of	his	journey.	Known	as	“The	Magic	Bus,”	the	1946	International	Harvester	had	been	abandoned	on	the	Stampede	Trail	by	road	workers	in	1961.
Years	later,	McCandless’s	father,	Walt	McCandless,	affixed	a	memorial	plaque	inside	the	vehicle	to	honor	his	son’s	memory.	This	undated	photo	provided	by	the	Villard-McCandless	family	shows	Chris	McCandless,	24,	posing	for	a	self-portrait	with	a	porcupine.	Over	time,	the	bus	evolved	into	a	destination	for	adventurers	and	hikers	who	saw	it	as	a
symbol	of	McCandless’s	ideals	or	an	emblem	of	his	tragic	story.	Visitors	from	around	the	world	trekked	to	the	remote	location,	often	camping	at	the	site	to	reflect	on	McCandless’s	journey.	Chris	and	his	family,	taken	around	his	junior	year	in	high-school.	Top	left:	Carine	McCandless,	Top	Right:	Walt	McCandless,	Bottom	Left:	Billie	McCandless,
Bottom	Right:	Chris	McCandless.	McCandless’s	life	has	been	immortalized	in	a	wide	array	of	media.	His	story	was	detailed	in	Jon	Krakauer’s	nonfiction	book	Into	the	Wild,	which	talks	about	into	McCandless’s	motivations,	struggles,	and	ultimate	demise.	The	book	was	later	adapted	into	a	critically	acclaimed	feature	film,	further	solidifying
McCandless’s	place	in	popular	culture.	A	replica	of	Bus	142,	used	in	the	film	Into	the	Wild.	Hikers	taking	a	break	at	Bus	142	along	the	Stampede	Trail.	Alaska	Army	National	Guard	airlifting	the	bus	via	a	Boeing	CH-47	Chinook	on	June	18,	2020.	(Photo	credit:	Christopher	McCandless	Memorial	Foundation	/	Family	of	Christopher	McCandless	/
Wikimedia	Commons).	Chris	McCandless	outside	the	bus	he	called	homeIn	April	1992,	Chris	McCandless	embarked	on	what	became	a	fateful	adventure	into	the	wilds	of	Alaska,	driven	by	his	love	for	exploration.His	story	turned	to	tragedy	when,	five	months	later,	he	was	discovered	lifeless	at	age	24,	his	frail	body	weighing	just	30kg	(4st	7lbs),
wrapped	in	a	sleeping	bag	inside	a	derelict	bus	-	death	by	starvation	being	the	grim	verdict.Famously	known	as	Alexander	Supertramp,	McCandless	documented	his	struggle	for	survival	through	journal	entries	that	spoke	of	subsisting	on	game,	local	flora,	and	seeds.	His	poignant	tale	of	determination	and	hardship	was	later	immortalised	in	Jon
Krakauer's	novel	'Into	The	Wild',	which	subsequently	inspired	a	renowned	feature	film.Back	home	in	Fairfax,	Virginia,	McCandless	had	been	an	exceptional	student	and	athlete;	his	high	school	teachers	remembered	his	individuality,	observing	how	he	"marched	to	the	beat	of	a	different	drummer",	as	noted	by	The	Daily	Star.Following	his	graduation
from	Emory	University	with	honours	in	history	and	anthropology	in	1990,	he	donated	$24,000	to	OXFAM,	embracing	two	years	filled	with	intermittent	employment	and	passionate	hiking	odysseys,	reports	the	Mirror	US.McCandless's	final	journey	began	in	1992	with	only	essential	supplies	after	giving	away	most	of	his	personal	belongings.	He
hitchhiked	to	Fairbanks,	Alaska,	before	heading	off	into	the	wilderness.Chris	lived	-	and	died	-	in	the	abandoned	bus(Image:	Getty	Images)His	journals	featured	snapshots	of	his	experiences	trekking	through	the	snowy	Stampede	Trail	and	detailed	his	discovery	of	an	isolated	bus	near	Denali	National	Park,	which	became	his	base.He	subsisted	on	small
game	such	as	squirrels,	birds,	and	rabbits,	in	addition	to	foraged	roots	and	seeds,	seemingly	embracing	his	wilderness	adventure.	However,	in	June,	McCandless's	ability	to	survive	took	a	hit	when	he	illegally	hunted	a	moose	but	was	unable	to	preserve	the	meat,	leading	it	to	spoil.In	a	devastating	turn	of	events,	come	July,	when	McCandless	tried	to
return	to	civilisation,	he	found	himself	blocked	by	the	swollen	Teklanika	River,	which	forced	him	to	retreat	back	to	the	security	of	his	bus	shelter.In	desperation	and	fearing	for	his	life,	he	erected	an	SOS	sign	outside	the	bus:	"Attention	Possible	Visitors.	S.O.S.	I	need	your	help.	I	am	injured,	near	death,	and	too	weak	to	hike	out.	I	am	all	alone,	this	is	no
joke.	In	the	name	of	God,	please	remain	to	save	me.	I	am	out	collecting	berries	close	by	and	shall	return	this	evening.	Thank	you,	Chris	McCandless.	August."Unfortunately,	his	plea	for	help	remained	unanswered.McCandless's	poignant	tale	details	113	days	of	solitary	existence,	with	his	last	written	entry	on	day	107	noting	the	joy	of	"BEAUTIFUL
BLUE	BERRIES."The	subsequent	days	were	disturbingly	recorded	with	just	slashes	until	day	113,	which	chillingly	ended	without	any	mark.	As	new	information	surfaces,	the	enigma	surrounding	the	tragic	conclusion	of	this	young	explorer	grows.Chris'	cause	of	death	was	starvation(Image:	Internet)One	of	his	final	gestures	was	taking	a	self-portrait
with	a	message	declaring:	"I	HAVE	HAD	A	HAPPY	LIFE	AND	THANK	THE	LORD.	GOODBYE	AND	MAY	GOD	BLESS	ALL!".His	body,	alongside	his	personal	diaries,	was	eventually	found	by	moose	hunters	on	September	6.In	a	tragic	twist	of	fate,	McCandless,	who	did	not	possess	an	intricate	map,	was	oblivious	to	a	nearby	abandoned	cable	car	system
that	could	have	helped	him	cross	the	river	where	he	had	previously	turned	back.	This	added	another	layer	of	mystery	to	why	this	physically	fit	adventurer	died	from	starvation	despite	his	daily	attempts	to	hunt	and	gather.Author	Jon	Krakauer	postulated	in	his	book	that	McCandless's	death	was	not	due	to	starvation	but	rather	the	consumption	of	wild
potato	seeds.McCandless's	journals	showed	he	ate	a	considerable	amount	of	these	seeds,	which	led	Krakauer	to	suspect	that	a	toxic	alkaloid	within	them	weakened	him	so	severely	that	he	could	no	longer	fend	for	himself	by	hunting	and	foraging.Yet,	this	theory	encountered	a	problem	as	most	guidebooks	classify	wild	potatoes	as	non-toxic.
Undeterred,	Krakauer	had	the	seeds	tested	by	a	scientist,	but	they	found	no	toxic	alkaloids.Krakauer,	still	seeking	answers,	now	endorses	a	medical	paper	by	researcher	Ronald	Hamilton,	which	posits	that	the	wild	potato	seeds	were	indeed	the	cause	of	McCandless's	death,	but	not	through	any	toxic	alkaloids.The	bus	has	been	transported	to	a
museum(Image:	Getty	Images)Hamilton's	study	uncovered	that	McCandless's	scant	diet	and	malnutrition	made	him	susceptible	to	a	rare	but	severe	condition	often	seen	in	undernourished	young	men,	known	as	"lathyrism",	which	slowly	paralyses	its	sufferers.Lathyrism	is	a	condition	triggered	by	the	ingestion	of	an	amino	acid	first	identified	in	the
seeds	of	wild	grass	peas.	Krakauer	sent	some	wild	potato	seeds	to	a	chemist,	who	verified	that	they	contained	the	lathyrism-inducing	amino	acid.After	McCandless's	demise,	the	converted	bus	where	he	spent	his	last	days	became	a	famous	destination	for	trekkers.Known	as	"The	Magic	Bus",	it	bears	a	commemorative	plaque	from	McCandless's	father,
Walt.	In	September	2020,	the	bus	was	moved	to	the	Museum	of	the	North	at	the	University	of	Alaska,	where	it	underwent	restoration	and	an	exhibition	was	set	up.In	the	2007	film	adaptation,	Into	The	Wild,	actor	Emile	Hirsch	took	on	the	role	of	McCandless.	During	the	shoot,	Hirsch	undertook	daring	feats	such	as	scaling	mountains,	floating	naked	in
a	river	with	a	temperature	of	35	degrees,	and	standing	mere	inches	away	from	an	8ft	grizzly	bear.Director	Sean	Penn	felt	compelled	to	create	the	film	after	reading	Krakauer's	book."I	ended	up	reading	it	cover	to	cover,	nonstop,	twice	-	the	first	time	realising	it	was	a	movie	and	the	second	time	affirming	it,"	he	said.Penn	reached	out	to	Krakauer,	who
introduced	him	to	McCandless'	parents,	Walt	and	Billie,	and	his	younger	sister	Carine.	Initially,	the	family	was	reluctant	to	approve	a	film	adaptation	of	McCandless'	tragic	story,	not	wishing	to	reopen	old	wounds	so	soon	after	his	passing.However,	about	10	years	later,	they	gave	their	consent	and	the	project	proceeded.While	some	admire	McCandless
for	his	adventurous	spirit,	others	criticise	his	actions	as	reckless	and	thoughtless.Peter	Christian,	a	park	ranger,	offered	a	scathing	appraisal,	saying:	"When	you	consider	McCandless	from	my	perspective,	you	quickly	see	that	what	he	did	wasn't	even	particularly	daring,	just	stupid,	tragic,	and	inconsiderate."Christian	stressed	McCandless'	lack	of
preparation,	saying:	"First	off,	he	spent	very	little	time	learning	how	to	actually	live	in	the	wild.	He	arrived	at	the	Stampede	Trail	without	even	a	map	of	the	area.	If	he	had	a	good	map	he	could	have	walked	out	of	his	predicament."Christian's	verdict	was	unequivocal:	"Essentially,	Chris	McCandless	committed	suicide."However,	Ken	Ilgunas,	another
ranger,	presented	a	contrasting	view	in	The	McCandless	Mecca:	"McCandless,	of	course,	did	not	commit	suicide.	He	starved	to	death,	accidentally	poisoned	himself,	or	a	combination	of	the	two."Jon	Krakauer,	the	author	of	the	well-known	account,	came	to	McCandless'	defence,	arguing:	"In	1992,	however,	there	were	no	more	blank	spots	on	the	map	-
not	in	Alaska,	not	anywhere."Krakauer	shed	light	on	McCandless'	unconventional	thinking:	"But	Chris,	with	his	idiosyncratic	logic,	came	up	with	an	elegant	solution	to	this	dilemma:	He	simply	got	rid	of	the	map.	In	his	own	mind,	if	nowhere	else,	the	terra	would	thereby	remain	incognita."	American	hiker	and	explorer	(1968–1992)	This	article	has
multiple	issues.	Please	help	improve	it	or	discuss	these	issues	on	the	talk	page.	(Learn	how	and	when	to	remove	these	messages)	This	article	relies	largely	or	entirely	on	a	single	source.	Relevant	discussion	may	be	found	on	the	talk	page.	Please	help	improve	this	article	by	introducing	citations	to	additional	sources.Find	sources:	"Chris	McCandless"	–
	news	·	newspapers	·	books	·	scholar	·	JSTOR	(April	2025)	A	major	contributor	to	this	article	appears	to	have	a	close	connection	with	its	subject.	It	may	require	cleanup	to	comply	with	Wikipedia's	content	policies,	particularly	neutral	point	of	view.	Please	discuss	further	on	the	talk	page.	(April	2025)	(Learn	how	and	when	to	remove	this	message)
(Learn	how	and	when	to	remove	this	message)	Chris	McCandlessMcCandless	next	to	the	Fairbanks	City	Transit	System	Bus	142	on	the	Stampede	Trail,	found	as	an	undeveloped	photographic	film	in	his	camera	after	his	deathBornChristopher	Johnson	McCandless(1968-02-12)February	12,	1968Inglewood,	California,	U.S.Diedc.	August	1992	(aged
24)Stampede	Trail,	Alaska,	U.S.Cause	of	deathStarvationBody	discoveredSeptember	6,	1992Other	namesAlexander	SupertrampEducationWilbert	Tucker	Woodson	High	SchoolAlma	materEmory	University	(BA)Parents	Walt	McCandless	(father)	Billie	McCandless	(mother)	Christopher	Johnson	McCandless	(/məˈkændlɪs/;	February	12,	1968[1]	–	c.
August	1992),	also	known	by	his	pseudonym	"Alexander	Supertramp",[2]	was	an	American	adventurer	who	sought	an	increasingly	nomadic	lifestyle	as	he	grew	up.	After	graduating	from	Emory	University	in	Georgia	in	1990,	McCandless	traveled	across	North	America	and	eventually	hitchhiked	to	Alaska	in	April	1992.	There,	he	entered	the	Alaskan
bush	with	minimal	supplies,	hoping	to	live	simply	off	the	land.	On	the	eastern	bank	of	the	Sushana	River,	McCandless	found	an	abandoned	bus,	Fairbanks	Bus	142,	which	he	used	as	a	makeshift	shelter	until	his	death.	In	September,	his	body,	weighing	only	67	pounds	(30	kg),	was	found	inside	the	bus	by	a	hunter.	McCandless's	cause	of	death	was
officially	ruled	to	be	starvation,[3]	although	the	exact	circumstances	relating	to	his	death	remain	the	subject	of	some	debate.[4][5][6][7]	Christopher	Johnson	McCandless	was	born	in	Inglewood,	California,	and	spent	his	early	childhood	in	El	Segundo,	California.	He	was	the	elder	child	of	Wilhelmina	Marie	"Billie"	McCandless	(née	Johnson)	and	Walter
"Walt"	McCandless,	and	had	a	younger	sister	named	Carine,	born	in	July	1971.	McCandless	also	had	six	half-siblings	from	Walt's	first	marriage,	who	lived	with	their	mother	in	California	and	later	in	Denver,	Colorado.	In	1976,	the	family	relocated	to	Annandale,	Virginia,	where	McCandless's	father	was	hired	as	an	antenna	specialist	for	the	National
Aeronautics	and	Space	Administration	(NASA).	McCandless's	mother	worked	as	a	secretary	for	Hughes	Aircraft.	The	couple	established	a	consulting	business	out	of	their	home,	specializing	in	Walt's	area	of	expertise.[8]	Carine	McCandless	alleged	in	her	memoir	The	Wild	Truth	that	her	parents	inflicted	verbal	and	physical	abuse	upon	each	other	and
their	children,	often	fueled	by	her	father's	alcoholism.	She	cited	their	abusive	childhood,	as	well	as	his	reading	of	Jack	London's	The	Call	of	the	Wild,	as	the	motivating	factors	in	her	brother's	desire	to	"disappear"	into	the	wilderness.[9]	In	a	statement	released	to	the	media	shortly	before	the	memoir	was	released,	Walt	and	Billie	McCandless	denied
their	daughter's	accusations,	stating	that	her	book	is	"fictionalized	writing	[that]	has	absolutely	nothing	to	do	with	our	beloved	son,	Chris,	his	journey	or	his	character.	This	whole	unfortunate	event	in	Chris's	life	22	years	ago	is	about	Chris	and	his	dreams."[8]	In	1986,	McCandless	graduated	from	W.T.	Woodson	High	School	in	Fairfax,	Virginia.[10]	He
excelled	academically,	although	a	number	of	teachers	and	fellow	students	observed	that	he	"marched	to	the	beat	of	a	different	drummer."	McCandless	also	served	as	captain	of	the	cross-country	team,	where	he	would	urge	teammates	to	treat	running	as	a	spiritual	exercise	in	which	they	were	"running	against	the	forces	of	darkness	...	all	the	evil	in	the
world,	all	the	hatred."[11]	In	the	summer	of	1986,	McCandless	travelled	to	Southern	California	and	reconnected	with	relatives	and	friends.	While	he	was	there,	McCandless	learned	that	his	father	had	lived	for	a	time	in	a	bigamous	union	with	his	second	wife;	he	had	also	fathered	a	child	with	his	first	wife	after	the	birth	of	his	children	by	his	second
wife.[12]	McCandless	graduated	from	Emory	University	in	May	1990	with	a	bachelor's	degree	in	the	double	majors	of	history	and	anthropology.[11]	McCandless	was	an	academic	high	achiever.[13]	After	graduating,	he	donated	his	college	savings	of	over	$24,000	(approximately	$58,000	in	2024)	to	Oxfam	and	adopted	a	vagabond	lifestyle,	working
when	necessary	as	a	restaurant	food	preparer	and	farm-hand.[14]	An	avid	outdoorsman,	McCandless	completed	several	lengthy	wilderness	hiking	trips	and	paddled	a	canoe	down	a	portion	of	the	Colorado	River	before	hitchhiking	to	Alaska	in	April	1992.[15]	McCandless	had	a	particular	interest	in	classic	literature.	According	to	Krakauer,	some	of	his
favorite	writers	were	Jack	London,	Mark	Twain,	Leo	Tolstoy	and	H.	G.	Wells.[16]	He	was	also	heavily	influenced	by	19th-century	American	writer	and	naturalist	Henry	David	Thoreau,	and	was	engrossed	by	his	essay	On	the	Duty	of	Civil	Disobedience.	McCandless	highlighted	a	section	on	chastity	in	Thoreau's	Walden,	which	has	raised	questions
regarding	his	sexuality.	There	is	no	indication	of	McCandless	having	any	romantic	partners	throughout	his	life,	and	he	is	believed	to	have	remained	celibate,	although	his	sister	Carine	recalls	how	one	night,	as	a	teenager,	McCandless	drunkenly	attempted	to	bring	a	girl	up	to	his	room,	which	awakened	his	mother	Billie,	who	sent	the	girl	home.	While
staying	in	Niland	Slabs,	a	seventeen-year-old	girl	named	Tracy	pursued	McCandless	romantically;	however,	McCandless	rejected	her	advances.[16]	Wayne	Westerburg	recalls	McCandless	stating	that	he	hoped	to	get	married	and	have	a	family	in	his	future.[17]	McCandless	left	Virginia	in	the	summer	of	1990,	driving	a	Datsun	west	in	an	apparent
cross-country	trip	to	California.	His	car	was	in	poor	condition	and	suffered	numerous	breakdowns	as	he	made	his	way	out	of	the	eastern	United	States.	He	also	carried	no	car	insurance	on	the	vehicle	and	was	driving	with	expired	license	plates.	By	the	end	of	the	summer,	McCandless	had	reached	the	Lake	Mead	National	Recreation	Area,	where	a	flash
flood	disabled	his	car.	Fearful	of	fines	or	possibly	even	arrest	due	to	lack	of	a	valid	license,	registration,	and	insurance,	McCandless	removed	the	car's	license	plates,	took	what	he	could	carry,	and	kept	moving	on	foot.	His	car	was	later	found,	repaired,	and	put	into	service	as	an	undercover	vehicle	for	the	local	police	department.[18]	Traveling
northwest,	McCandless	then	hitchhiked	into	the	Sierra	Nevada	mountains,	where	he	broke	into	a	closed	cabin	to	steal	food,	supplies,	and	money.	Throughout	the	winter	of	1990	and	in	1991,	McCandless	appears	to	have	lived	in	hermit	camps	with	other	vagrants	in	the	Sierra	Nevada	region.	He	was	suspected	of	burglarizing	other	cabins	when	food
and	money	ran	low,	but	only	one	case	was	ever	positively	confirmed	by	authorities	after	his	death.[19]	In	early	1991,	McCandless	left	the	Sierra	Nevada	and	hitchhiked	in	a	circular	course	south	through	California,	into	Arizona,	and	then	north	to	South	Dakota.	Completely	out	of	cash	with	no	means	to	support	himself,	he	obtained	a	job	as	a	grain
elevator	operator	in	Carthage,	South	Dakota.	He	worked	at	this	job	for	the	remainder	of	1991,	until	one	day	suddenly	quitting	and	leaving	his	supervisor	a	postcard,	which	read:Tramping	is	too	easy	with	all	this	money.	My	days	were	more	exciting	when	I	was	penniless	and	had	to	forage	around	for	my	next	meal	...	I've	decided	that	I'm	going	to	live
this	life	for	some	time	to	come.McCandless	then	headed	to	Colorado,	where	he	used	money	from	his	job	to	buy	kayak	supplies	as	well	as	a	handgun.	He	then	navigated	the	Colorado	River,	without	a	permit,	and	was	occasionally	pursued	by	wildlife	and	park	rangers	who	had	heard	of	his	exploits	from	other	river	travelers,	several	of	whom	had	been
concerned	that	McCandless	had	been	seen	white	water	rafting	in	dangerous	areas	of	the	river	with	no	safety	equipment.	In	all,	sightings	of	McCandless	were	reported	at	Lake	Havasu,	Bill	Williams	River,	the	Colorado	River	Reservoir,	Cibola	National	Wildlife	Refuge,	Imperial	National	Wildlife	Refuge,	and	Yuma	Proving	Ground.	The	authorities
attempted,	but	never	succeeded,	in	locating	McCandless,	who	was	wanted	due	to	his	lack	of	proper	river	training	as	well	as	kayaking	on	the	river	without	a	valid	boating	license.[20]	McCandless	eventually	followed	the	Colorado	River	all	the	way	to	Mexico,	where	he	crossed	the	international	border	through	a	spillway	at	the	Morelos	Dam.	After
encountering	waterfalls,	through	which	he	could	no	longer	navigate	in	a	canoe,	McCandless	abandoned	his	river	journey	and	spent	a	few	days	alone	at	the	village	of	El	Golfo	de	Santa	Clara,	in	the	state	of	Sonora.	Finding	Mexico	intimidating,	with	no	way	to	support	himself,	he	attempted	to	re-enter	the	U.S.	and	was	arrested	for	carrying	a	firearm	at	a
border	checkpoint.	McCandless	was	briefly	held	in	custody	but	released	without	charges	after	his	gun	was	confiscated.	Following	this	experience	in	Mexico,	McCandless	began	hitchhiking	north,	eventually	winding	up	back	in	South	Dakota.[19]	In	April	1992,	McCandless	hitchhiked	from	South	Dakota	to	Fairbanks,	Alaska.	After	his	death,	witnesses
stated	they	had	seen	McCandless	in	Alaska	first	at	Dot	Lake,	with	several	other	sightings	in	Fairbanks.	McCandless	was	stated	to	be	traveling	with	a	"big	backpack"	and	would	give	a	false	name	if	asked	his	identity.	He	was	described	as	very	suspicious	of	people	around	him,	unkempt,	and	smelling	due	to	lack	of	hygiene.	One	witness	described
McCandless	as	"generally	strange,	weird,	with	a	weird	energy".[19]	McCandless	was	then	last	seen	alive	at	the	head	of	the	Stampede	Trail	on	April	28	by	a	local	electrician	named	Jim	Gallien.	Gallien,	who	had	given	McCandless	a	ride	from	Fairbanks	to	the	start	of	the	rugged	track	just	outside	the	small	town	of	Healy,	later	said	he	had	been	seriously
concerned	about	the	safety	of	McCandless	(who	introduced	himself	as	"Alex")	after	noticing	his	light	pack,	minimal	equipment,	meager	rations,	and	obvious	lack	of	experience.	Gallien	said	he	had	deep	doubts	about	"Alex's"	ability	to	survive	the	harsh	and	unforgiving	Alaskan	bush.	A	replica	of	Bus	142,	used	in	the	film	Into	the	Wild	Gallien	tried
repeatedly	to	persuade	McCandless	to	delay	the	trip,	at	one	point	offering	to	detour	to	Anchorage	and	buy	him	suitable	equipment	and	supplies.	However,	McCandless	ignored	Gallien's	persistent	warnings	and	refused	his	offers	of	assistance	(though	he	did	accept	a	pair	of	Xtratufs,	two	sandwiches,	and	a	packet	of	corn	chips	from	Gallien).	Gallien
dropped	McCandless	off,	believing	he	would	head	back	towards	the	highway	within	a	few	days	as	hunger	set	in.[21]	After	hiking	along	the	snow-covered	Stampede	Trail,	McCandless	came	upon	an	abandoned	bus	(about	28	miles	(45	km)	west	of	Healy	at	63°52′5.96″N	149°46′8.39″W​	/	​63.8683222°N	149.7689972°W​	/	63.8683222;	-149.7689972)
alongside	an	overgrown	section	of	the	trail	near	Denali	National	Park.	McCandless,	according	to	Krakauer,	attempted	to	continue	"heading	west	until	[he]	hit	the	Bering	Sea."	However,	he	was	deterred	by	the	thick	Alaskan	bush	and	returned	to	the	bus,	where	he	set	up	camp	and	lived	off	the	land.	He	had	4.5	kilograms	(9.9	lb)	of	rice;	a	Remington
Nylon	66	semi-automatic	rifle	with	400	rounds	of	.22LR	hollowpoint	ammunition;	a	number	of	books,	including	one	on	local	plant	life;	some	personal	effects	and	a	few	items	of	camping	equipment.	Self-portrait	photographs	and	journal	entries	indicate	he	foraged	for	edible	plants	and	hunted	game	including	porcupines,	squirrels,	and	birds	such	as
ptarmigans	and	Canada	geese.	On	June	9,	1992,	McCandless	illegally	stalked	and	shot	a	moose.	However,	the	meat	spoiled	within	days	after	he	failed	in	his	efforts	to	preserve	it.	McCandless	would	experience	profound	regret	as	a	result	of	this	experience,	expressing	in	a	journal	entry	"I	now	wish	I	had	never	shot	the	moose.	One	of	the	greatest
tragedies	of	my	life."	It	had	been	speculated	that	McCandless	was	responsible	for	vandalizing	several	cabins	in	the	area	that	were	stocked	with	food,	survival	equipment,	and	emergency	supplies,	however	was	not	considered	a	viable	suspect	by	the	National	Park	Service.[22]	McCandless's	journal	documents	113	days	in	the	area.	In	July,	after	living	in
the	bus	for	a	little	over	two	months,	he	decided	to	head	back	to	civilization,	but	the	trail	was	blocked	by	the	impassable	Teklanika	River	swollen	with	late-summer	runoff	from	the	Cantwell	Glacier;	the	watercourse	by	that	stage	was	considerably	higher	and	swifter	than	when	he	had	crossed	in	April.[a]	McCandless	did	not	have	a	detailed	topographical
map	of	the	region	and	was	unaware	of	the	existence	of	an	abandoned,	hand-operated	cable	car	that	crossed	the	river	1⁄2	mile	(800	m)	downstream	from	where	he	had	previously	crossed.[11]	At	this	point,	McCandless	headed	back	to	the	bus	and	re-established	his	camp.	He	posted	an	S.O.S.	note	on	the	bus,	stating:	Attention	Possible	Visitors.	S.O.S.	I
need	your	help.	I	am	injured,	near	death,	and	too	weak	to	hike	out	of	here.	I	am	all	alone,	this	is	no	joke.	In	the	name	of	God,	please	remain	to	save	me.	I	am	out	collecting	berries	close	by	and	shall	return	this	evening.	Thank	you,	Chris	McCandless.	August	?[23]	McCandless's	final	written	journal	entry,	noted	as	"Day	107",	simply	read,	"BEAUTIFUL
BLUE	BERRIES."[24]	Days	108	through	112	contained	no	words	and	were	marked	only	with	slashes,	and	on	Day	113,	there	was	no	entry.[25]	The	exact	date	and	time	of	his	death	are	unknown.	Near	the	time	of	his	death,	McCandless	took	a	picture	of	himself	waving	while	holding	a	written	note,	which	read:	I	HAVE	HAD	A	HAPPY	LIFE	AND	THANK
THE	LORD.	GOODBYE	AND	MAY	GOD	BLESS	ALL![26]	On	September	6,	1992,	a	hunter	who	was	looking	for	shelter	for	the	night	came	upon	the	converted	bus	where	McCandless	had	been	staying.	Upon	entering,	he	smelled	what	he	thought	was	rotting	food	and	discovered	"a	lump"	in	a	sleeping	bag	in	the	back	of	the	bus.	The	hunter	radioed	police,
who	arrived	the	following	day.	State	troopers	found	McCandless's	decomposing	remains	in	the	sleeping	bag.[25]	This	hunter,	Gordon	Samel	of	Alaska,	was	shot	to	death	in	2014	by	police	after	leading	them	on	a	high-speed	chase.[27]	In	his	book	Into	the	Wild	(1996),	Jon	Krakauer	proposes	two	factors	that	may	have	contributed	to	McCandless's	death.
Krakauer	wrote	McCandless	could	have	died	of	"rabbit	starvation",	officially	known	as	protein	poisoning,	from	over-relying	on	lean	meat	for	nutrition.[28]	Krakauer	also	speculated	that	McCandless	might	have	been	poisoned	by	a	toxic	alkaloid	called	swainsonine,	after	eating	sweet-vetch	seeds	(Hedysarum	alpinum	or	Hedysarum	mackenzii)



containing	the	toxin,	or	possibly	by	a	mold	that	can	grow	on	them,	when	he	put	them	into	a	plastic	bag.[29]	Swainsonine	inhibits	the	metabolism	of	glycoproteins,	which	leads	to	starvation	despite	ample	food	consumption.[5]	In	an	article	in	the	September	2007	issue	of	Men's	Journal,	correspondent	Matthew	Power	states	that	extensive	laboratory
testing	showed	there	were	no	toxins	or	alkaloids	present	in	the	sweet-vetch	seeds	McCandless	had	been	eating.	Thomas	Clausen,	then-head	of	the	chemistry	and	biochemistry	department	at	University	of	Alaska	Fairbanks,	said,	"I	tore	that	plant	apart.	There	were	no	toxins.	No	alkaloids.	I'd	eat	it	myself."[30]	Further,	there	are	no	accounts	in	modern
medical	literature	of	a	person	being	poisoned	by	this	species	of	plant.[31]	Power	argued	that	McCandless	"couldn't	catch	enough	food	to	survive,	and	simply	starved	to	death".[30]	In	2013,	a	new	hypothesis	was	proposed.	Ronald	Hamilton,	a	retired	bookbinder	at	the	Indiana	University	of	Pennsylvania,[5]	suggested	a	link	between	the	symptoms
described	by	McCandless	and	the	poisoning	of	Jewish	prisoners	in	the	concentration	camp	at	Vapniarca.	He	put	forward	the	proposal	that	McCandless	starved	to	death	because	he	was	suffering	from	paralysis	in	his	legs	induced	by	lathyrism,	which	prevented	him	from	gathering	food	or	hiking.[32]	Lathyrism	may	be	caused	by	oxalyldiaminopropionic
acid	(ODAP)	poisoning	from	seeds	of	Hedysarum	alpinum.	The	ODAP,	a	toxic	amino	acid,	had	not	been	detected	by	Clausen's	previous	studies	of	the	seeds	because	he	had	suspected	and	tested	for	a	toxic	alkaloid,	rather	than	an	amino	acid,	as	no	scientist	had	previously	suspected	that	Hedysarum	alpinum	seeds	contained	this	toxin.	The	protein	would
be	relatively	harmless	to	someone	who	was	well-nourished,	with	access	to	a	normal	diet,	but	would	be	toxic	to	someone	who	was	malnourished,	physically	stressed,	and	on	an	irregular	and	insufficient	diet,	as	McCandless	was.[33]	In	September	2013,	Krakauer	published	an	article	in	The	New	Yorker	following	up	on	Hamilton's	claims.[5]	A	sample	of
fresh	Hedysarum	alpinum	seeds	was	sent	to	a	laboratory	for	HPLC	analysis.	Results	showed	that	the	seeds	contained	0.394%	beta-ODAP	by	weight,	a	concentration	well	within	the	levels	known	to	cause	lathyrism	in	humans,	although	the	interpretation	of	the	results	has	been	disputed	by	other	chemists.[4]	The	article	notes	that	while	occasional
ingestion	of	foodstuffs	containing	ODAP	is	not	hazardous	for	healthy	individuals	eating	a	balanced	diet,	"individuals	suffering	from	malnutrition,	stress,	and	acute	hunger	are	especially	sensitive	to	ODAP,	and	are	thus	highly	susceptible	to	the	incapacitating	effects	of	lathyrism	after	ingesting	the	neurotoxin".[5]	In	March	2015,	Krakauer	co-authored	a
scientific	analysis	of	the	Hedysarum	alpinum	seeds	McCandless	ate.	Instead	of	ODAP,	the	report	found	relatively	high	levels	of	L-canavanine	(an	antimetabolite	toxic	to	mammals)	in	the	H.	alpinum	seeds	and	concluded	"it	is	highly	likely	that	the	consumption	of	H.	alpinum	seeds	contributed	to	the	death	of	Chris	McCandless."[7]	See	also:	Stampede
Trail	§	Bus	142Alaska	Army	National	Guard	airlifting	the	bus	via	a	Boeing	CH-47	Chinook	on	June	18,	2020	The	converted	green	and	white	bus	where	McCandless	lived	and	died	became	a	well-known	destination	for	hikers.	Known	as	"The	Magic	Bus",	the	1946	International	Harvester	was	abandoned	by	road	workers	in	1961	on	the	Stampede	Trail.	A
plaque	in	McCandless's	memory	was	affixed	to	the	interior	by	his	father,	Walt	McCandless.[34]	McCandless's	life	became	the	subject	of	numerous	articles,	books,	films,	and	documentaries,	which	helped	elevate	his	life	to	the	status	of	modern	myth.[35]	He	became	a	romantic	figure	to	some,	inspired	by	what	they	see	as	his	free-spirited
transcendentalism,	but	to	others,	he	is	a	controversial,	misguided	person.[30][36][37]	"The	Magic	Bus"	became	a	pilgrimage	destination	for	trekkers	who	would	camp	at	the	vehicle.	Some	of	these	experienced	their	own	difficulties,	or	even	died	attempting	to	cross	the	Teklanika	River.[35][36][38]	According	to	one	historian,	the	bus	had	become	"a
latter-day	lieu	de	mémoire"	—	a	"site	of	memory"	that	both	"stored	and	secreted	communal	remembrance."[39]	On	June	18,	2020,	various	government	agencies	coordinated	with	an	Alaska	Army	National	Guard	training	mission	to	remove	the	bus,	deemed	a	public	safety	issue	after	at	least	15	people	had	to	be	rescued	and	at	least	two	people	died	while
attempting	to	cross	the	Teklanika	River	to	reach	the	bus.[40]	It	was	flown	via	CH-47	Chinook	helicopter	to	Healy,	then	driven	via	flatbed	truck	to	an	undisclosed	location.[41][42][43][40]	On	September	24,	2020,	the	Museum	of	the	North	at	the	University	of	Alaska	Fairbanks	announced	it	was	the	permanent	home	of	McCandless's	"Magic	Bus	142",
which	will	be	restored	and	exhibited	outdoors.[44]	It	was	exhibited	indoors	for	two	years,	until	October,	2023,	but	as	of	2024	is	being	kept	in	storage	until	sufficient	funds	for	restoration	are	raised.[45]	McCandless	is	the	subject	of	Into	the	Wild,	a	1996	nonfiction	book	by	Jon	Krakauer	that	was	adapted	into	a	film	of	the	same	name	in	2007.[46]
McCandless	has	been	a	polarizing	figure	since	his	story	came	to	widespread	public	attention	with	the	publication	of	Krakauer's	January	1993	Outside	article.[30][36]	While	the	author	and	many	others	have	a	sympathetic	view	of	the	young	traveler,[47]	others,	particularly	Alaskans,	have	expressed	negative	views	about	McCandless	and	those	who
romanticize	his	fate.[48]	Sherry	Simpson,	writing	in	the	Anchorage	Press,	described	her	trip	to	the	bus	with	a	friend,	and	their	reaction	upon	reading	the	comments	that	tourists	had	left	lauding	McCandless	as	an	insightful,	Thoreau-like	figure:	Among	my	friends	and	acquaintances,	the	story	of	Christopher	McCandless	makes	great	after-dinner
conversation.	Much	of	the	time	I	agree	with	the	"he	had	a	death	wish"	camp	because	I	don't	know	how	else	to	reconcile	what	we	know	of	his	ordeal.	Now	and	then	I	venture	into	the	"what	a	dumbshit"	territory,	tempered	by	brief	alliances	with	the	"he	was	just	another	romantic	boy	on	an	all-American	quest"	partisans.	Mostly	I'm	puzzled	by	the	way
he's	emerged	as	a	hero.[49]	Krakauer	defends	McCandless,	claiming	that	what	critics	point	to	as	arrogance	was	merely	McCandless's	desire	for	"being	the	first	to	explore	a	blank	spot	on	the	map."	He	continues:	"In	1992,	however,	there	were	no	more	blank	spots	on	the	map—not	in	Alaska,	not	anywhere.	But	Chris,	with	his	idiosyncratic	logic,	came
up	with	an	elegant	solution	to	this	dilemma:	He	simply	got	rid	of	the	map.	In	his	own	mind,	if	nowhere	else,	the	terra	would	thereby	remain	incognita."[50]	Krakauer's	approximately	9,000-word	article	"Death	of	an	Innocent"	(January	1993)	was	published	in	Outside.[51]	Chip	Brown's	full-length	article	on	McCandless,	"I	Now	Walk	Into	the	Wild"
(February	8,	1993),	was	published	in	The	New	Yorker.[3]	Jon	Krakauer's	non-fiction	book	Into	the	Wild	(1996)	expands	upon	his	1993	Outside	article	and	retraces	McCandless's	travels	leading	up	to	the	hiker's	eventual	death.	McCandless's	story	was	adapted	by	screenwriter	Chip	Johannessen	into	a	1998	episode	of	Chris	Carter's	television	series
Millennium,	titled	"Luminary."[52]	An	eponymous	2007	film	adaptation	of	Into	the	Wild,	directed	by	Sean	Penn	with	Emile	Hirsch	portraying	McCandless,	received	a	number	of	awards,	including	Best	Picture	from	the	American	Film	Institute.[53]	Ron	Lamothe's	documentary	The	Call	of	the	Wild	(2007)	also	covers	McCandless's	life	story.[54]	The	book
Back	to	the	Wild	(2011)	compiles	photographs,	postcards	and	journal	entries	by	McCandless.	A	PBS	documentary	uncovering	some	additional	information,	with	interviews,	titled	Return	to	the	Wild:	The	Chris	McCandless	Story,	first	aired	on	the	PBS	network	in	November	2014.[55]	In	2014,	Carine	McCandless,	Chris'	sister,	published	The	Wild	Truth,
a	memoir	of	her	life.[56]	It	detailed	their	abusive	home	life,	providing	further	context	to	Chris'	actions.[57]	^	Medred	disputes	Krakauer's	account	of	the	Teklanika's	flooding:	"Krakauer	claims	McCandless	'noted	in	his	journal	that	it	rained	for	a	week	straight.'	The	journal	contains	no	such	note.	Krakauer	claimed	it	was	this	period	of	rain	that	caused
flooding	and	prevented	McCandless	from	crossing	the	Teklanika	River	and	walking	to	safety.	Weather	records	for	nearby	Denali	National	Park	and	Preserve	show	no	heavy	rains	for	what	Krakauer	specifies	as	the	period	of	time	in	question.	...	The	McCandless	family	book	has	a	picture	of	the	Teklanika.	It	is	nowhere	near	full	flood."[6]	^	Krakauer,	Jon
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