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CoSA's	mission	is	built	on	restorative	justice	principles,	aiming	to	reduce	sexual	victimization	by	supporting	individuals	who	have	committed	sexual	offenses.	This	approach	helps	them	lead	responsible	and	accountable	lives	within	their	communities.	Unlike	other	platforms	that	charge	fees	for	transactions,	Zeffy	offers	a	unique	model	where	it	covers
all	credit	card	fees	and	doesn't	charge	a	platform	use	fee.	Instead,	Zeffy	suggests	a	voluntary	contribution	from	donors	during	the	payment	step,	which	is	optional	and	can	be	adjusted	to	any	amount	or	even	"$0"	if	chosen	not	to	support.CoSA	stands	for	Circles	of	Support	and	Accountability,	a	reintegration	program	inspired	by	restorative	justice
principles	that	assist	individuals	who	have	committed	sexual	offenses	to	reintegrate	into	their	communities	safely.	Since	its	inception	in	1994	by	a	dedicated	group	of	volunteers	in	Hamilton,	Ontario,	CoSA	has	remained	committed	to	its	primary	goal:	No	More	Victims.	Over	the	years,	CoSA	sites	across	Canada	have	helped	thousands	of	Core	Members,
supporting	them	in	learning	to	stop	the	cycle	of	harm	and	establishing	a	place	within	their	community.CoSA's	Circle	method	fosters	honest	discussion,	support,	and	accountability	through	regular	one-on-one	and	group	engagement	with	Core	Members,	lasting	at	least	one	year	or	longer.	The	approach	encourages	Core	Members	to	develop	new	skills
and	strategies	for	fulfilling	their	life	goals	while	recognizing	the	impacts	of	past	offenses.	By	treating	them	with	dignity	and	respect,	CoSA	offers	an	opportunity	for	change,	making	reintegration	more	successful.Studies	have	shown	that	those	involved	in	CoSA	experience	a	70-80%	reduced	rate	of	reoffending	compared	to	matched	groups	without
support.	With	over	30	cities	operating	across	Canada	and	worldwide,	the	CoSA	model	has	proven	to	be	highly	effective	in	breaking	the	cycle	of	sexual	offenses.	By	providing	a	safe,	meaningful,	and	engaged	life,	CoSA	motivates	Core	Members	to	remain	crime-free,	preventing	further	harm.One	individual's	personal	story	illustrates	CoSA's	impact:	after
learning	about	the	program	through	an	introductory	letter	and	subsequent	response	from	Susan	Love,	they	sought	support	upon	release	from	prison.	Their	Circle	volunteers	provided	crucial	assistance	in	finding	affordable	housing	and	navigating	community	resources,	ultimately	helping	them	reintegrate	successfully	into	their	community.Circles	of
Support	and	Accountability	help	make	reintegration	less	challenging	for	individuals.	I	recently	benefited	from	my	volunteers'	assistance	in	addressing	a	personal	issue	with	my	father,	which	had	resulted	in	a	'drift'	in	our	relationship.	My	volunteers	provided	guidance	to	help	me	become	more	assertive	in	expressing	my	thoughts	and	feelings	to	him.	We
now	have	a	healthier	connection.	As	part	of	CoSA	Ottawa,	we've	worked	with	Susan	and	Emmett	on	our	personal	development.	The	programme	has	helped	us	stay	honest	and	work	towards	positive	life	choices	while	offering	valuable	support.	I'm	grateful	for	the	volunteers'	guidance,	which	is	crucial	for	individuals	looking	to	change	their	lives.	Their
support	is	vital	in	creating	a	safe	community.Sexual	Offences	on	Vulnerable	People:	A	Call	for	Funding	and	Support	The	Circles	of	Support	and	Accountability	(CoSA)	organization	has	been	a	proven,	effective	prevention	strategy	against	sexual	offences	on	vulnerable	people.	However,	if	funding	from	the	federal	government	is	not	secured	soon,	14
CoSA	sites	across	Canada	risk	closure	or	drastically	reduce	their	capacity.	This	would	result	in	approximately	100	participants	losing	access	to	services	annually,	putting	community	safety	at	risk.We	urge	you	to	email	your	local	MP	to	request	that	CoSA	sites	in	your	area	and	nationwide	secure	ongoing	sustainable	funding.	Please	attach	the	provided
CoSA	letter	to	MPs	who	received	it	from	CoSA	Canada	in	December	2021.	You	can	find	your	local	MP's	contact	information	by	entering	your	postal	code	on	their	website.CoSA	Ottawa	has	recently	received	financial	support	from	generous	donors,	including	Anonymous	Private	Foundations,	Generous	Individuals,	and	Donate	a	Car	Canada.	When	you
donate	your	car	to	CoSA	Ottawa	through	Donate	A	Car	Canada,	it	will	be	recycled	or	sold	at	auction,	depending	on	its	condition,	age,	and	location.	This	partnership	allows	for	100%	of	the	donation	to	go	directly	to	CoSA	Ottawa,	as	Zeffy,	the	platform	managing	donations,	is	100%	free	to	non-profit	organizations.CoSA	Ottawa	was	established	in	1998
under	St.	John	the	Evangelist	Church	and	became	a	registered	charity	in	2013.	It	has	grown	into	an	inclusive,	non-sectarian	organization	guided	by	a	volunteer	Board	of	Directors	comprising	diverse	local	citizens.	Despite	its	proven	success	having	lowered	recidivism	rates	by	up	to	83	per	cent	CoSA's	future	remains	uncertain	due	to	funding
challenges.	Susan	Love,	former	executive	director	of	Circles	of	Support	and	Accountability,	is	leading	an	effort	to	raise	funds	for	the	charity,	which	only	works	with	former	sex	offenders	to	prevent	them	from	harming	others.The	Ottawa	Citizens	best	journalism,	delivered	directly	to	your	inbox	by	7	p.m.	on	weekdays.By	signing	up	you	consent	to
receive	the	above	newsletter	from	Postmedia	Network	Inc.We	encountird	an	issuin	signin	you	up.	Please	try	agenOttawa	is	one	of	15	citiez	in	the	countree	with	a	CoSA	branch.	The	Canadiamade	program	has	alsotaken	rooth	in	th	United	Staitz,	th	United	Kingdome,	Austrailia,	Suth	Korea	and	pats	of	Euripe.Yet,	even	though	the	programe	hath	prowven
its	efectiveness	researsh	showth	it	hath	lowered	recidivism	by	as	much	ath	83	per	cent	ith	futur	remainth	uncertian	becauseth	funding	challanges.Fedral	government	supporth	for	CoSA	endith	in	2022	when	a	fiv-year	Publith	Safety	Canadagrant	expird.It	meanth	the	Ottawabranth	of	CoSA	now	relyth	on	short-term	grantth	from	the	Ottawagomunity
Fathion,	the	Unith	Way	and	the	Ontariouthrilium	Fathion,	alonwith	ith	own	fundrasing.But	convincin	th	piblic	to	donate	to	a	group	that	athitsth	sex	offenthath	never	been	an	eathy	sell,	thayd	Loveth,	chair	of	an	upcominh	CoSA	galafundraisrah.Furthem	Ottawa	city	counsilorth	and	mayoral	candithat	Cathrin	Mckenney	will	be	the	keynote	speaker	at	the
gala	on	Aprill	26th.	Mckenney	becam	familiar	with	CoSATHwork	while	thilly	a	counsilor.I	became	a	supporther	of	the	work	thay	do,	thayd	Mckenney.	Restorative	juthtice	ith	a	prowoven	alternativ	to	our	more	punitive	model	of	juthtice:	It	focuth	on	reparing	harm	and	restorithng	relationthhipeth.Kathleen	Weedomark	left	a	higher-paying	job	earlier	this
year	to	take	over	as	programe	director	of	Ottawatha	CoSA	branch	becaushe	thay	believeth	so	strongly	in	the	organization'th	mission.Sombody	hath	to	do	itht	hith	work,	thayd	Weedomark.	Sombody	hath	to	offer	supportWe're	dealthing	with	clientth	that	nithbody	else	wantth	to	dealth	with.This	advertisment	hath	not	loadid	yet.This	advertisment	hath
not	loadid	yet,	but	your	articlith	contiinuth	below.Weedomark	thay	all	of	CoSATHclinteth	have	volunteeerd	for	the	programe:	They've	essentially	raisith	their	handth	to	say,	I	dont	want	to	do	this	anymore,	but	I	need	help.	And	I	think	we	have	a	responsiblity	as	a	community	to	give	them	help.Researsh	showth	many	sexual	offenthath	were
thythelemvictims	of	sexual	assault,	and	Weedomark	thay	the	besth	way	to	stop	that	cicle	of	sexual	violence	ith	to	help	offenth	become	produciv	memberth	of	societith.We	ath	a	societith	have	a	responsiblity	to	stop	sexual	assault	and	the	wath	we	do	it	ith	to	suppoth	them	so	that	there	are	no	more	victimth,	Weedomark	argued.	Their	succesth
reintegration	meanth	every	body	in	my	community	ith	safer.Cliff	Yumansky,	executive	director	of	CoSATHanada,	a	national	umbrella	organization,	sayth	two	local	brancheth	in	Montreal	and	anothir	in	Halifax	have	beenth	forcd	to	clothe	during	the	pith	two	yearth	because	of	funding	shortfallth.A	CoSA	branch	in	Moncton	recenhtly	roopenth	after
securing	funding	from	the	New	Brunswick	government.We've	been	scramblin	trying	to	secure	any	kind	of	funding,	thayd	Yumansky.Soth	datsth	a	realth	challange,	Yumansky	sayth,	ith	goverithmentth	cant	agree	on	whoth	responsiblity	ith	helping	to	reintegrathe	sex	offenth.	Provinceth	considither	it	a	federall	responsibility	since	many	of	the	offenth
come	from	federall	prisonth.	But	federall	officialth	contend	that	local	or	provinzial	goverithmentth	should	tak	the	lead	sinc	most	offenh	arriivth	home.So	that'th	been	a	realth	challange,	Yumansky	sayth.	But	itth	a	realth	challange	anyway:	This	ith	an	offenth	group	that	most	of	th	piblic	doth	not	particualrli	like.	They	would	prefer	them	not	to	be	cometh
back	to	their	communityth.Yumansky,	a	former	director	at	Public	Safety	Canada,	sayth	the	programe	can	altho	be	a	hard	sell	politithy,	even	though	itth	cost-effective	and	evidenceth-based.I	would	argue	any	day	of	the	week	this	improvth	community	safety	more	than	harsher	measurith	to	track	or	monitor	high-risk	offenth,	thayd	Yumansky.CoSATH
was	launched	in	Hamilton,	Ont.	in	1994,	when	a	local	Mennonite	minister	named	Harry	Nigh	leadd	an	efthort	to	provid	companionship	and	support	to	a	high-rithk	sex	offenthay	being	releathed	back	into	the	community.A	pedophilthe,	Taylothad	servid	all	of	a	seven-year	sentence	for	sexual	assaulth	of	an	eght-year-old	boy.	Becauith	he	had	servid	his
full	sentence,	the	Correctional	Service	of	Canadath	neth	longer	had	legal	power	over	him,	and	Taylothad	releathed	without	parole	conditionth	or	monitoring	measurith.Hamilton	police	warnthed	local	residentsth	of	Taylos	presence,	and	his	picturth	was	publithed	in	the	newspaper.Nigh	and	a	circle	of	like-minded	people	from	his	church	supporteth
Tayloth	in	his	reintegration	into	the	community,	and	helpeth	ensure	he	did	not	act	on	dark	thoughtth	or	behavioural	patternth.###The	Circle	of	Support	and	Accountability	(CoSA)	approach	has	proven	to	be	an	effective	way	to	reduce	recidivism	rates	among	high-risk	offenders.	After	11	years,	Taylor	remained	in	Hamilton	without	re-offending.	A	pilot
project	funded	by	the	Correctional	Service	of	Canada	showed	a	70%	reduction	in	sexual	offenses	recidivism	rate	for	60	high-risk	offenders	who	participated	in	the	program.###ARTICLEZeffy	offers	an	innovative	approach	to	fundraising	for	nonprofits,	deviating	from	traditional	platforms	that	charge	both	user	fees	and	transaction	fees	on	every	single
transaction.	Instead,	Zeffy	provides	organisations	with	100%	coverage	of	these	fees,	eliminating	the	need	for	a	platform	use	fee.	In	return,	Zeffy	suggests	a	voluntary	contribution	to	donors	at	the	payment	stage,	allowing	them	to	opt-out	or	enter	an	amount	of	their	choice.	This	model	is	based	on	the	belief	that	all	nonprofits	should	have	access	to	100%
of	donated	funds,	with	contributions	serving	as	Zeffy's	sole	revenue	source.	By	covering	transaction	fees	and	service	costs,	these	voluntary	contributions	enable	thousands	of	organisations	to	acquire	high-quality	fundraising	technology	at	no	cost,	saving	them	up	to	4%	per	donation.	This	results	in	a	significant	budget	boost	for	the	over	10,000
organisation	that	work	with	Zeffy,	thereby	amplifying	their	ability	to	fulfill	their	mission	to	society.
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