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Asking	your	ESL	students	to	discuss	birthdays	can	lead	to	some	very	interesting	conversation	and	vocabulary	in	the	classroom.When	it’s	time	for	conversation	practice,	arrange	your	students	in	groups	or	pairs	and	have	them	work	through	these	ESL	conversation	questions	about	birthdays.When	is	your	birthday?	Are	birthdays	important	to	you?	Why
or	why	not?	Are	birthdays	important	to	your	family?	Why	or	why	not?	How	do	you	prefer	to	celebrate	your	own	birthday?	Do	you	enjoy	attending	other	people’s	birthday	parties?	How	do	people	usually	celebrate	birthdays	in	your	country?	Do	people	sing	“happy	birthday”	in	your	country?	What	other	birthday	traditions	are	common	in	your	country?
Have	you	ever	had	a	surprise	birthday	party?	Have	you	ever	thrown	a	surprise	birthday	party	for	someone	else?	Have	you	ever	forgotten	the	birthday	of	someone	who	was	important	to	you?	If	so,	what	happened?	What	was	your	favourite	birthday	in	your	life?	What	made	it	so	special?	Have	you	ever	had	a	bad	birthday?	If	so,	what	happened?	If	you	had
all	the	money	in	the	world,	how	would	you	choose	to	celebrate	your	birthday?	Do	you	enjoy	receiving	birthday	gifts?	Do	you	prefer	to	receive	physical	things	or	experiences	as	a	birthday	gift?	Do	you	enjoy	it	when	other	people	make	a	big	deal	out	of	your	birthday?	Or	does	it	make	you	feel	uncomfortable?	Do	you	enjoy	giving	birthday	gifts	to	friends
and	family?	Are	you	good	at	choosing	gifts	for	other	people?	Do	you	prefer	to	celebrate	your	birthday	during	the	daytime	or	nighttime?	Do	you	eat	cake	on	your	birthday?	If	so,	what	is	your	favourite	kind	of	birthday	cake?	Do	you	prefer	to	celebrate	birthdays	at	home,	at	a	restaurant,	or	somewhere	else?	Do	you	usually	organize	your	own	birthday
party?	Or	do	you	prefer	to	have	someone	else	organize	it	for	you?	Do	you	think	that	birthday	milestones	like	turning	30,	40,	or	50	should	be	celebrated	differently?	Do	you	think	kids’	birthdays	should	be	special?	What	is	the	best	birthday	present	you	have	ever	given	to	someone	else?	What	is	the	best	birthday	present	you	have	ever	received?	Do	you
usually	spend	a	lot	of	money	on	birthday	gifts?	Or	not?	Do	you	write	birthday	cards	for	your	friends	and	family?	Or	not?	Do	you	share	your	birthday	with	anyone	famous?	What	is	your	astrological	star	sign?	Do	you	worry	about	getting	older	or	does	ageing	not	really	bother	you?What	ESL	Discussion	Topics	and	ESL	conversation	questions	do	you	enjoy
using	with	your	students?	Cameron	Smith	Cameron	Smith	is	an	English	Communication	Coach	based	in	Vancouver,	Canada.	He's	the	founder	of	Learn	English	Every	Day,	and	he's	on	a	mission	to	help	millions	of	people	speak	English	with	confidence.	If	you	want	longer	video	content,	please	follow	me	on	YouTube	for	fun	English	lessons	and	helpful
learning	resources!	Practice	your	English	speaking	skills	with	these	conversation	questions	about	AI	and	artificial	intelligence.	The	AI	industry	is	developing	at	breakneck	speed.	And	artificial	intelligence	software,	applications,	and	machines	are	all	changing	the	world	faster	than	we	could	have	ever	imagined.These	ESL	conversation	questions	will
generate	lively	discussions	in	the	classroom	and	help	your	students	engage	in	an	extremely	important	discussion	topic	while	they	practice	their	English.How	would	you	describe	AI?	How	does	AI	work?	What	excites	you	the	most	about	AI?	What	scares	you	the	most	about	AI?	What	are	the	potential	benefits	of	AI?	What	are	some	of	the	dangers	of
artificial	intelligence?	How	are	people	using	AI	currently?	List	as	many	as	ways	or	applications	of	AI	as	you	can.	What	are	some	future	uses	of	AI?	How	many	can	you	imagine?	Will	AI	benefit	you	personally?	If	so,	how?	Have	you	used	Chat	GPT	yet?	What	was	your	first	impression?	What	other	AI	tools	have	you	used?	Do	you	think	that	AI	will	change	or
replace	certain	industries?	How	do	you	currently	use	or	interact	with	AI?	List	a	few	examples.	Will	your	line	of	work	be	impacted	positively	or	negatively	by	AI?	Which	professions	will	be	fully	replaced	by	AI?	Which	professions	will	be	forced	to	change	due	to	the	evolution	of	AI?	Which	professions	will	benefit	from	AI?	Do	you	think	that	AI	will	change
healthcare?	How?	Would	you	be	comfortable	seeing	an	“AI	Doctor”	or	an	“AI	Nurse”?	Do	you	think	that	AI	will	change	education?	If	so,	how?	Would	you	send	your	child	to	a	school	where	the	teachers	were	all	humanlike	robots	powered	by	AI?	Do	you	think	that	AI	will	have	any	impact	on	the	environment?	Would	you	like	to	have	ann	AI	assistants	or
programs	in	your	home?	Would	you	like	to	have	a	human-like,	AI-powered	robot	in	your	home?	Would	you	feel	safe	in	an	autonomous	car	that	was	powered	by—and	driven	by—AI?	Would	you	feel	safe	in	a	plane	that	was	being	piloted	by	an	AI-powered	system?	Do	you	think	that	humans	can	develop	a	friendship	or	relationship	with	AI?	Is	it	a	good	idea
or	a	bad	idea	to	teach	AI-powered	machines	emotions?	Do	you	think	that	AI	will	turn	on	humanity	one	day?	Do	you	think	that	AI	will	always	want	to	support	and	serve	humanity?	Why	or	why	not?	Who	is	better	at	making	decisions:	humans	or	AI?	Have	AI	programs	stolen	information	from	creators?	Has	AI	stolen	private	data	from	citizens?	Will	AI	lead
to	a	better	life	for	all	of	humanity,	or	only	some	of	humanity?	What	are	the	geopolitical	implications	of	AI?	Will	every	country	use	AI	for	good?	How	will	AI	impact	future	political	conflicts?	Do	you	suspect	that	AI	is	more	advanced	than	we	currently	realize?	Why	or	why	not?		Is	it	a	good	idea	for	AI	to	replace	employment	completely,	so	that	humans	are
free	to	spend	their	time	doing	whatever	they	please?	Do	you	think	that	governments	will	use	AI	to	their	advantage?	What	are	some	of	the	positive	ways	that	governments	can	use	AI	to	benefit	society?	What	are	some	of	the	bad	or	nefarious	ways	that	governments	might	use	AI	to	their	advantage?	What	kind	of	regulations	should	be	in	place	to	control
the	development	of	AI?	What	kind	of	regulations	should	be	in	place	to	control	the	use	of	AI?	Who	should	be	in	charge	of	developing	AI	ethics?	Should	the	world	share	the	same	set	of	AI	ethics	and	regulations?	Or	will	different	countries	develop	their	own	set	of	rules	to	govern	the	development	and	use	of	AI?	Should	everyone	in	the	world	have	access	to
AI?	What	will	happen	to	countries	that	don’t	have	access	to	AI?	Is	it	safe	for	an	AI	program	to	know	everything	about	you?	Why	or	why	not?	How	do	you	think	AI	machines	will	influence	human	interaction	in	the	future?Due	to	the	complexity	of	these	conversation	questions	about	AI	and	the	nature	of	artificial	intelligence	as	a	whole,	you	may	find	that
this	list	of	conversation	questions	is	ideal	for	intermediate	to	advanced	English	speakers	and	ESL	students.Subscribe	to	our	newsletter	for	more	ESL	discussion	topics,	learning	resources,	and	English	lessons.	And	share	your	suggestions	for	other	conversation	questions	and	topics	in	the	comments	below.	Cameron	Smith	Cameron	Smith	is	an	English
Communication	Coach	based	in	Vancouver,	Canada.	He's	the	founder	of	Learn	English	Every	Day,	and	he's	on	a	mission	to	help	millions	of	people	speak	English	with	confidence.	If	you	want	longer	video	content,	please	follow	me	on	YouTube	for	fun	English	lessons	and	helpful	learning	resources!	Having	fun	conversations	in	English	is	one	of	the	best
ways	to	learn	the	language.	The	more	you	speak	a	new	language,	the	quicker	you	pick	it	up.If	you	want	to	help	your	students	practice	their	English	speaking	skills	with	ESL	conversation	questions,	use	this	list	of	90	conversation	questions	about	animals	to	get	your	classroom	talking!What	is	your	favourite	animal?	Why?	What	is	your	least	favourite
animal?	Why?	Did	you	have	any	pets	growing	up?	Have	you	ever	been	to	an	aquarium?	What	animals	did	you	see	there?	Have	you	ever	been	to	a	zoo?	What	animals	did	you	see	there?	What	do	you	think	of	zoos	and	aquariums?	What	is	the	strangest	animal	you’ve	ever	seen	in	captivity?	What	is	the	most	interesting	animal	you’ve	ever	seen	in	the	wild?
What	are	some	of	the	most	unusual	animals	in	the	world?	What	do	you	think	is	the	most	dangerous	animal	in	the	world?	What	are	some	of	the	most	interesting	facts	about	animals?	Are	you	a	“dog	person”	or	a	“cat	person”?	Have	you	ever	volunteered	at	an	animal	shelter	or	rescue	center?	If	you	could	have	any	pet,	what	would	it	be?	Would	a	dolphin
make	a	good	pet?	Why	or	why	not?	Do	you	think	keeping	pets	in	homes	is	cruel	or	necessary	for	many	people’s	happiness?	In	what	ways	has	human	society	benefited	from	studying	wild	animals?	How	has	human	society	benefited	from	domesticated	animals?	How	do	humans	affect	animal	habitats?	How	do	domesticated	animals	impact	human
societies?	What	kind	of	jobs	would	be	an	animal	lover’s	dream	career	choice?	If	a	wild	animal	showed	up	in	your	backyard,	what	would	you	do?	If	you	could	keep	any	wild	animal	as	a	house	pet,	which	animal	would	you	choose?	What	are	some	examples	of	endangered	species?	Does	your	country	have	many	wildlife	sanctuaries	to	preserve	endangered
species?	Are	there	any	endangered	animal	species	in	your	country?	What	are	they?	What	do	you	think	of	endangered	species	conservation	efforts?	Do	you	think	animal	rights	should	be	taken	seriously?	Do	you	think	animals	have	emotions?	Do	you	think	animals	can	understand	human	emotions?	Do	you	think	animals	have	personalities	like	humans?
Why	do	some	animals	migrate	long	distances	each	year?	What	kinds	of	behaviors	do	animals	use	to	communicate	with	each	other?	How	can	people	help	protect	endangered	species?	Do	you	think	animals	should	have	rights	like	humans?	How	do	you	think	the	animal	kingdom	has	changed	over	time?	What	are	some	of	the	biggest	threats	to	animal
populations	around	the	world?	What	are	some	ways	that	people	can	help	endangered	species	recover?	What	are	some	of	the	ways	that	animals	help	maintain	balance	in	nature?	What	are	the	most	common	animal	behaviours	that	humans	find	fascinating?	How	many	animals	can	you	name	in	English?	What	is	your	favorite	animal?	Why?		What	is	your
least	favorite	animal?	Why?	Are	you	afraid	of	any	animals?	Have	you	ever	been	bitten	by	an	animal?	What	is	the	craziest	experience	you’ve	ever	had	with	an	animal?	Do	you	have	a	spirit	animal?	Are	you	a	‘cat	person’	or	a	‘dog	person’?	Did	you	have	any	companion	animals	or	pets	when	you	were	growing	up?	Do	you	have	a	pet	animal	today?	What	are
the	pros	and	cons	of	owning	a	pet?	Have	any	animals	become	extinct	in	your	country?	How	many	endangered	animals	can	you	name	in	English?	What	animals	are	native	to	your	country?	Which	animals	make	the	best	pets?	Which	animals	shouldn’t	be	kept	as	pets?	Why	do	humans	enjoy	keeping	animals	as	pets?	How	would	humans	be	different	if	we
didn’t	have	pets?	Which	animals	are	the	most	intelligent	in	the	animal	kingdom?	Which	animals	are	the	dumbest	in	the	animal	kingdom?	In	your	opinion,	what	is	the	most	beautiful	animal	or	cutest-looking	animal	on	earth?	What	are	the	fastest	animals	on	earth?	What	are	some	of	the	biggest	sea	animals?	What	are	the	most	friendly	animals	on	earth?
What	is	the	weirdest	looking	animal	on	earth?	Which	country	has	the	most	fascinating	animals?	Which	country	has	the	most	dangerous	animals?	Do	you	prefer	land	creatures	or	sea	creatures?	What	can	humans	learn	from	animals?	Would	you	ever	take	a	job	with	animals?	Which	animals	make	the	best	therapy	animals?	How	have	animals	helped
humans	in	the	past?	How	can	humans	help	the	animal	kingdom?	What	would	happen	to	humanity	if	animals	suddenly	died?	What	animal	would	you	like	to	see	in	real	life?	Does	your	country	have	a	national	animal?	What	is	it?	What	are	the	most	famous	animals	in	the	world?	Have	you	ever	ridden	a	horse?	Would	you	like	to	go	whale	watching?	Would
you	like	to	swim	with	a	dolphin	one	day?	Have	you	ever	trained	an	animal?		Do	you	think	it’s	okay	to	kill	bugs	and	spiders?	Or	should	they	be	caught	and	released?	Should	animals	be	kept	in	zoos?	Why	or	why	not?	Should	fish	be	kept	in	tanks?	Do	you	think	it’s	okay	to	wear	fur	coats?	Why	or	why	not?	Is	it	okay	to	eat	whale	meat	and	shark	products?
Why	or	why	not?	Is	it	okay	to	buy	a	pet	from	a	breeder?	Why	or	why	not?	If	animals	could	talk,	what	do	you	think	they	would	tell	us?	If	your	pet	could	talk,	what	do	you	think	it	would	say?	If	you	could	be	any	animal,	which	animal	would	you	be?	Why?Whether	they’re	cute	and	cuddly	or	scary	and	dangerous,	animals	play	a	big	part	in	all	of	our	lives.	And
conversation	questions	about	animals	can	help	you	connect	with	others	in	delightful	ways.Subscribe	to	our	newsletter	for	more	English	lessons	and	ESL	resources.	And	tell	us	what	other	ESL	discussion	topics	you’d	like	us	to	write	about	in	the	comments	below.And	tell	us	in	the	comments:	What	ESL	Discussion	Topics	and	ESL	conversation	questions
should	we	write	about	next?	Cameron	Smith	Cameron	Smith	is	an	English	Communication	Coach	based	in	Vancouver,	Canada.	He's	the	founder	of	Learn	English	Every	Day,	and	he's	on	a	mission	to	help	millions	of	people	speak	English	with	confidence.	If	you	want	longer	video	content,	please	follow	me	on	YouTube	for	fun	English	lessons	and	helpful
learning	resources!	Struggling	to	come	up	with	the	right	ESL	discussion	topics	for	your	lesson	plans?	In	this	guide,	we’ve	included	a	list	of	100+	ESL	discussion	topics	along	with	our	best	tips	and	tricks	for	choosing	the	right	topic	for	every	English	level.You’ll	also	find	links	to	printable	lists	of	ESL	conversation	questions	for	each	of	the	conversation
topics	below.	If	you	use	these	lists	to	save	time	and	choose	the	right	conversation	starter	for	each	class,	you’ll	find	that	the	conversation	possibilities	are	endless.ESL	discussion	topics	are	teaching	tools	that	help	English	learners	practice	their	speaking	skills.	It’s	important	to	select	suitable-but-interesting	discussion	topic	for	your	students	if	you’d	like
to	facilitate	engaging	conversation	in	your	classroom.ESL	discussion	topics	are	discussion	categories	whereas	ESL	conversation	questions	are	lists	of	questions	that	focus	on	a	particular	discussion	topic.	Discussion	topics	and	conversation	questions	go	hand	in	hand;	you	will	need	to	choose	a	discussion	topic	and	to	formulate	conversation	questions
based	on	that	topic	for	your	students.Choosing	the	right	ESL	discussion	topics	for	your	lessons	is	an	art	unto	itself.	You’ll	need	to	consider	consider	the	following	criteria	before	creating	your	speaking	lesson	plans.English	Level.	Basic	discussion	topics	for	beginners.	Advanced	discussion	topics	for	experienced	English	students.	Age.	Some	topics	are
better	suited	to	younger	English	students,	while	other	topics	are	better	suited	to	Adult	learners.	Culture.	Cultural	norms	may	rule	out	.	For	example,	if	it	is	culturally	unacceptable	to	discuss	relationships	or	money	in	public,	then	these	discussion	topics	should	be	avoided.	Conflict	and	Controversy.	Some	discussion	topics	may	.	For	example,	politics
and	religion.	Of	course,	healthy	debate	is	possible!	But	if	you	wish	to	avoid	conflict	and	controversy	in	the	classroom,	then	it	may	be	better	to	avoid	these	discussion	topics	altogether.The	best	topic	for	ESL	students	to	discuss	will	depend	on	each	student’s	English	level	and	other	factors	that	we	listed	above.	Here	are	some	discussion	topic	suggestions
with	links	to	printable	conversation	questions	for	each	topic.Birthdays	Childhood	Countries	Childhood	Fashion	and	Clothes	The	OlympicsDating,	Relationships,	and	Marriage	Community	AI	&	Artificial	IntelligenceCareer	Environment	Small	BusinessMoney	Football	and	Soccer	Gender	and	Gender	Roles	EthicsWant	to	save	yourself	some	time?	ESL
discussion	topics	books	can	reduce	the	amount	of	planning	you	need	to	do	before	class.	These	books	contain	lists	of	printable	ESL	discussion	topics	and	conversation	questions	that	can	be	used	to	facilitate	English	speaking	practice	with	your	students.The	best	ESL	discussion	topics	books	are:Every	English	learning	group	is	different.	And	some	classes
tend	to	prefer	certain	English	discussion	topics	over	others.Whether	you’re	asking	students	to	practice	English	with	another	conversation	partner	or	engaging	entire	classrooms	in	speaking	practice	exercises,	yow	are	you	choosing	ESL	conversation	topics	for	each	of	the	groups	that	you	teach?	And	what	topics	are	they	responding	to	the	most?Share
your	experiences	in	the	comments	below.	And	tell	us	how	you’re	using	ESL	discussion	topics	in	the	classroom.	If	you’re	looking	for	ways	to	make	your	next	English	conversation	class	interesting,	ask	your	students	to	get	into	groups	or	pairs	and	ask	them	to	discuss	personal	appearance.	These	25	ESL	conversation	questions	will	help	your	students
learn	personal	appearance	English	vocabulary	while	they’re	having	fun!How	often	do	you	get	your	hair	cut?	What	are	some	different	types	of	hairstyles	for	women	that	are	popular	in	your	country?	What	are	some	different	types	of	hairstyles	for	men	that	are	popular	in	your	country?	Have	you	ever	had	a	manicure	or	a	pedicure?	Have	you	ever	done
waxing?	Why/why	not?	Have	you	ever	had	any	other	beauty	treatments	to	improve	your	personal	experience?	What	kinds	of	clothes	do	you	like	to	wear?	What	is	your	favourite	thing	to	wear?	What	kinds	of	shoes	do	you	like	to	wear?	How	would	you	describe	your	personal	style?	Where	do	you	think	your	personal	style	comes	from?	What	is	the	first
thing	you	notice	when	you	meet	someone?	Do	you	judge	others	based	on	their	personal	experience?	Why/why	not?	If	someone	had	food	stuck	in	their	teeth,	would	you	tell	them?	Why/why	not?	How	much	time	do	you	spend	getting	ready	for	work?	Do	you	enjoy	spending	time	on	your	appearance?	Why/why	not?	Do	you	take	pride	in	your	appearance?
Why/why	not?	How	much	money	do	you	spend	each	month	on	your	personal	appearance?	What	do	you	think	about	young	girls	wearing	makeup?	What	about	men	wearing	makeup?	Do	you	think	men	or	women	have	it	easier	when	it	comes	to	beauty	standards?	Are	beauty	standards	like	in	your	home	country	different	to	the	rest	of	the	world?	If	so,
how?	Do	you	think	it’s	appropriate	to	include	photos	on	job	applications?	Why/why	not?Need	more?	Check	out	the	other	ESL	Discussion	Topics	and	ESL	conversation	questions	on	our	site.	Cameron	Smith	Cameron	Smith	is	an	English	Communication	Coach	based	in	Vancouver,	Canada.	He's	the	founder	of	Learn	English	Every	Day,	and	he's	on	a
mission	to	help	millions	of	people	speak	English	with	confidence.	If	you	want	longer	video	content,	please	follow	me	on	YouTube	for	fun	English	lessons	and	helpful	learning	resources!	This	site	contains	more	than	a	thousand	ESL	discussion	questions	on	a	range	of	topics	including	general,	grammar	and	business	English	discussion	topics.	These
discussion	questions	are	suitable	for	teachers	to	use	in	the	ESL	classroom	with	students	at	intermediate	level	or	above.	The	ESL	discussion	questions	are	designed	to	be	accessible	to	a	general	audience,	but	are	open	enough	to	allow	advanced	speakers	to	develop	more	complex	responses.	Select	a	category	above	from	either	the	general,	grammar	or
business	sections	and	click	on	the	link.	This	will	take	you	to	a	page	where	you	can	view	the	ESL	discussion	questions	and	download	them	in	a	variety	of	PDF	formats	perfect	for	the	classroom.	All	the	materials	on	this	site	are	provided	free	of	charge.	For	further	information	about	the	site	and	its	author,	see	the	about	page.	Looking	for	that	missing
element	that	will	help	your	ESL	conversation	classes	sparkle,	shine	and	speak	English?	Leading	an	engaging	ESL	conversation	class	isn’t	something	you	can	just	pull	off	at	the	drop	of	a	hat.	But	these	tricks	can	help	you	go	from	zero	to	ESL	hero.	As	a	matter	of	fact,	the	one	big	secret	is	having…	Ready?	Drumroll,	please.	101	ESL	conversation	topics
from	a	hat.	How	many	times	have	you	been	in	an	ESL	conversation	class	and	just	couldn’t	get	your	students	to	speak?	In	the	classroom	and	in	everyday	life,	we	need	conversation	starters	or	ice	breakers	to	end	the	silence.	Arguably,	there’s	nothing	stranger	than	silence	in	a	conversation	class!	Here’s	how	you	do	it:	Before	you	start	the	school	year,
dedicate	some	time	to	preparing	a	list	of	free	talking	topics	(see	below).	First,	print	the	conversation	topics	below.	Second,	cut	each	topic	and	put	them	in	a	hat.	Finally,	have	them	attached	to	your	hip	whenever	you’re	in	need.	You	can	either	open	the	whole	classroom	for	discussion	or	have	them	speak	in	pairs.	Furthermore,	these	ESL	conversation
topics	are	great	for	filling	in	any	extra	time	at	the	end	of	the	class	or	ice	breakers	at	the	start	of	a	lesson.	And	if	you’d	like	more	free	ESL	activities	for	your	classroom,	don’t	forget	to	check	out	our	other	lists	to	engage	your	students	in	English.	All	are	free	and	can	be	used	for	any	purpose.	Either	way,	the	goal	is	to	get	them	practicing	in	English.	High
schools	(Do	students	wear	special	school	attire	like	uniforms?	Can	students	drive	to	their	high	school?	Can	students	drink	water	in	class?)	Country	work	ethic	(How	long	are	typical	work	hours?	Do	students	work	after	graduating?)	School	clubs	(What	unique	school	clubs	are	there?	Which	club	are	you	in?	Why	did	you	choose	that	club?)	Holidays	(What
is	your	favorite	holiday?	What	type	of	food	do	you	eat	on	specific	holidays?)	Jobs	(What	jobs	exist?	Is	it	easy	to	get	a	job	after	graduation?	Is	it	easy	to	find	a	job	now?)	Pop	culture	(Who	are	pop	culture	icons	in	your	home	country?)	Video	games	(Do	you	play	video	games?	What	types	of	video	games	are	popular?)	Parenting	and	punishment	(What	kind
of	punishment	have	you	received	at	school	or	home?	Do	you	believe	in	physical	punishment?)	Restaurant	tips	(Are	tips	at	restaurants	common?	How	much	is	a	reasonable	tip?)	Work	dinner	parties	(Do	wives	and	husbands	attend	work	parties?)	Gestures	(What	are	some	unique	gestures	(thumbs	up,	middle	finger,	etc)	in	your	country?)	Gift	exchange
(When	you	travel,	is	it	common	to	exchange	gifts?	How	about	Christmas	or	any	other	holidays?)	Living	with	parents	(How	old	do	kids	live	with	their	parents?)	Greetings	(How	do	you	greet	in	your	country?	Do	you	bow	or	do	handshakes?)	Safety	and	crime	(Do	you	think	your	neighborhood	is	safe?	What	kind	of	crimes	happen	in	your	area?)	Punctuality
(How	often	are	friends	late?	How	about	buses	and	trains?	Is	it	rude	being	late?)	Food	and	health	(What	is	a	typical	meal?	How	healthy	is	it?	Are	gyms	becoming	more	popular?)	Sports	(How	do	sports	players	show	respect	after	a	game?	Are	there	any	unique	sports	in	your	country?)	Multiculturalism	(Is	your	country	multicultural?	Is	multiculturalism	a
good	thing?)	Gender	discrimination	(Do	women	and	men	make	the	same	amount	of	money	for	doing	the	same	job?	Is	there	much	gender	discrimination	in	your	home	country?)	If	you	had	one	wish,	what	would	it	be?	If	you	were	rich,	what	would	you	do?	If	you	could	be	a	celebrity	for	a	day,	which	celebrity	would	you	be?	If	you	were	the	principal	at
school,	what	would	you	change?	If	you	could	go	anywhere	in	the	world,	where	would	you	go	and	why?	If	you	were	on	a	deserted	island,	what	would	you	bring	and	why?	If	you	could	be	any	animal	for	a	day,	what	would	it	be	and	why?	If	you	could	have	any	superpower,	what	would	you	pick	and	why?	If	you	could	pack	only	3	items	for	your	next	trip,	what
would	they	be?	If	you	could	change	one	thing	about	yourself,	what	would	it	be?	If	you	could	travel	to	the	moon,	would	you	like	to	go?	If	you	win	the	lottery,	what	is	the	first	thing	you	would	do?	If	you	owned	an	island	to	yourself,	what	rules	would	you	implement?	If	they	could	pick	a	Halloween	costume	to	dress	up	as	on	Halloween,	what	would	it	be?	If
you	could	be	born	at	a	different	time	period,	when	would	it	be?	If	you	could	change	the	past,	would	you	do	it?	If	you	could	make	a	movie,	which	celebrity	would	you	pick	as	yourself?	If	you	found	a	large	amount	of	money,	what	would	you	do?	If	you	could	change	anything	about	your	country,	what	would	you	change?	If	you	could	be	born	in	another
country,	which	one	would	you	pick?	If	you	could	do	your	dream	job	10	years	from	now,	which	job	would	you	choose?	Have	you	ever	traveled	out	of	your	home	country?	Have	you	ever	cried	when	watching	a	movie?	If	yes,	which	one?	Have	you	ever	experienced	culture	shock?	Have	you	ever	wanted	to	get	a	tattoo	or	piercing?	Have	you	ever	laughed	so
much	that	it	made	you	cry?	Have	you	ever	been	lost	and	couldn’t	find	directions?	Have	you	ever	fallen	in	love?	If	no,	do	you	want	to	find	love?	Have	you	ever	won	a	trophy?	If	yes,	which	competition	did	you	win?	Have	you	ever	read	a	book	that	changed	your	life?	Have	you	ever	been	to	Disneyland	or	an	amazing	theme	park?	Have	you	ever	had	a	dream
that	felt	like	it	was	real?	Have	you	ever	seen	something	supernatural	or	paranormal?	Have	you	ever	ridden	a	horse?	Have	you	ever	had	imaginary	friends	when	you	were	young?	Have	you	ever	had	to	go	to	the	hospital?	Have	you	ever	been	outside	your	home	country?	Have	you	ever	experienced	a	natural	disaster?	Have	you	ever	owned	a	pet?	Have
you	ever	donated	anything	to	the	poor?	Have	you	ever	seen	a	car	accident?	Would	rather	be	very	intelligent	or	very	good-looking?	Would	you	rather	have	a	pet	dog	or	cat?	Would	you	rather	grow	up	going	to	school	in	your	home	country	or	another	one?	Would	you	rather	be	a	professional	athlete	or	a	celebrity	actor?	Would	you	rather	live	forever	or
until	100	years	old?	Would	you	rather	live	in	the	mountains	or	on	the	beach?	Would	you	rather	bungee	jump	or	skydive?	Would	you	rather	be	rich	or	find	true	love?	Would	you	rather	walk	backward	or	talk	backward	for	the	rest	of	your	life?	Would	you	rather	explore	the	oceans	or	outer	space?	Would	you	rather	live	in	an	apartment	or	a	house?	Would
you	rather	be	invisible	or	super	fast?	Would	you	rather	live	in	a	country	that	is	always	cold	or	hot?	Would	you	rather	live	in	the	city	or	a	small	town?	Would	you	rather	be	a	jack-of-all-trades	or	master	one?	Would	you	rather	ride	an	elephant	or	swim	with	dolphins?	Would	you	rather	be	rich	and	depressed	or	broke	and	happy?	In	the	past	or	future,	when
would	you	rather	travel?	Would	you	rather	eat	rice	or	bread	with	every	meal?	Would	you	rather	use	the	internet	or	books	as	your	main	source	of	information?	How	do	you	deal	with	stress?	What	is	the	best	advice	you	have	ever	received?	Do	you	think	aliens	exist?	Is	climate	change	real?	What	age	is	best	to	start	dating?	What	personality	traits	do	you
want	in	your	boyfriend	or	girlfriend?	Have	you	ever	had	a	problem	with	bullying?	Are	girls	smarter	than	boys?	In	the	future,	how	many	children	do	you	want	to	have?	What	makes	a	good	teacher?	Who	was	your	hero	when	you	were	a	child?	What	is	the	worst	purchase	you	have	made?	Would	you	rather	know	how	you	die	or	when	you	die?	What	was	the
best	holiday	you’ve	been	on?	Is	there	any	strange	food	in	your	country?	What	are	some	inventions	you	hope	to	see	in	the	future?	What	is	the	most	embarrassing	moment	of	your	life?	Would	you	ever	try	online	dating?	What	is	on	your	bucket	list?	Do	you	believe	in	any	religions?	When	was	the	last	time	you	cried?	All	things	considered,	101	ESL
conversation	topics	from	a	hat	is	a	fantastic	end	of	the	class	time	filler.	When	you	run	out	of	things	to	do,	pull	out	the	hat	and	pick	a	topic.	Otherwise,	your	class	would	just	be	sitting	there	twiddling	their	thumbs.	Strangely	enough,	a	lot	of	teachers	don’t	equip	themselves	with	back-up	activities.	Now,	you	don’t	have	to	sweat	it	out	and	watch	the	clock
tick	until	the	bell	rings.	In	order	to	get	the	best	out	of	these	topics,	there	are	a	few	things	you	should	consider	before	presenting	them	to	your	class.English	levelIf	you	think	debating	in	your	native	language	is	tough,	try	doing	it	in	a	foreign	language.	These	debates	have	been	specifically	chosen	for	English	language	learners	who	are	at	least
intermediate	level	to	advanced.	If	you’re	looking	for	something	to	challenge	your	lower	intermediate	students,	and	want	to	give	this	a	go,	try	coming	up	with	a	vocabulary	list	of	words	that	would	be	helpful	for	your	students	to	know	in	order	to	participate	in	the	debate.	Lacking	vocabulary	is	the	biggest	sticking	point	when	it	comes	to	participation,	or
lack	thereof,	in	ESL	debates.SubjectWhile	making	this	list,	I	tried	to	think	about	topics	that	most	students	around	the	world	have	heard	about	and	can	offer	his	or	her	opinion	on.	However,	this	will	not	be	the	case	for	every	topic.	For	your	convenience,	I	have	linked	out	to	articles	that	discuss	the	issue,	should	you	wish	to	introduce	it	to	your	students
before	they	debate.StructureI	have	structured	each	of	these	questions	to	yield	a	yes/no	answer.	However,	to	make	your	debates	more	engaging,	I’d	suggest	coming	up	with	more	detailed	sides	of	the	debate.	Doing	this	will	also	help	your	students	come	up	with	more	elaborate	answers.For	example,	if	you	have	the	question	“Should	terminally	ill
patients	have	a	right	to	end	their	life?”	you	might	want	to	pose	two	sides	of	the	argument	to	your	class.	So	one	argument	would	be	“Doctors	should	have	the	right	to	assist	terminally	ill	patients	in	their	death.”	The	other	side	of	the	argument	would	be	“People	should	die	naturally,	without	interference	or	help.”	Let	me	do	it	for	you!	Browse	my	done-for-
you,	ESL	debate	lesson	plans.	They	were	written	specifically	for	teachers	with	little	to	no	experience.	That	means	you	get	the	lesson	plan,	printable	worksheets	AND	notes	on	how	best	to	teach	the	topic	from	beginning	to	end!	As	a	bonus,	every	lesson	plan	also	comes	with	extension	activities	if	you	want	to	spread	the	debate	over	several	lessons.	Plus
they’re	written	with	a	student-centered	perspective	that	keeps	the	lesson	focused	on	getting	the	most	out	of	your	students	and	leaving	you	to	facilitate.	EducationShould	we	ban	cell	phones	in	the	classroom?Should	students	be	allowed	to	cheat?Should	schools	require	teachers	to	wear	uniforms?Should	all	public	universities	be	free?Should	schools	ban
student	dating?Should	universities	be	allowed	to	expel	students	who	are	racist,	homophobic,	sexist,	etc.?Should	corporal	punishment	be	allowed	in	schools?	Should	primary	and	secondary	schools	ban	the	sale	of	junk	food?Should	schools	be	open	as	long	as	the	regular	workday?	Should	teachers	be	paid	the	same	as	doctors	or	lawyers?Should	parents
be	certified	before	they	can	homeschool	their	children?Should	homework	be	banned	for	primary	school	children?Should	schools	be	required	to	provide	online	books	for	students?Should	schools	replace	teachers	with	AI	technology?Should	schools	be	year-round?LawShould	the	U.S.	ban	guns?Should	convicted	felons	be	allowed	to	vote?Should	we	have
open	borders?Should	governments	be	allowed	to	dictate	what	you	can	do	to	or	with	your	body?Should	governments	be	allowed	to	censor	websites?Should	people	who	call	the	police	and	falsely	report	incidents	be	required	to	pay	a	fine?Should	police	officers	who	kill	unarmed	suspects	still	be	allowed	to	work?Should	governments	provide	a	universal
income?Should	drug	addicts	be	given	a	safe	place	to	do	drugs?Should	prisoners	be	forced	to	do	jobs	for	little	or	no	money?Should	prisons	be	allowed	to	go	private?Should	teenagers	be	tried	as	adults	if	they	commit	heinous	crimes	like	murder?	(13-16	year	olds)Should	13-year-olds	be	allowed	to	work	legally?	Should	governments	be	allowed	to	use	a
‘citizen	rating’	system	to	determine	if	you’re	allowed	to	buy	a	house,	travel,	or	even	open	a	bank	account?	Should	gay	and	lesbian	couples	be	allowed	to	adopt?When	you	buy	a	house,	should	you	automatically	own	the	land	that	it’s	on?TraditionShould	bridal	kidnapping	be	banned?Should	circumcision	be	banned?Should	you	be	allowed	to	marry	your
cousin?Should	polygamy	be	legalized	in	the	West?Should	women	have	to	cover	up?Should	public	stonings/executions	be	banned?Should	men	take	the	woman’s	last	name	when	married?Should	men	get	as	much	paternity	leave	as	women?Should	tourists	be	allowed	to	document	traditional	ceremonies?Should	religious	groups	be	allowed	to	‘treat’
serious	medical	traditions	with	‘prayer?’Should	mothers,	instead	of	fathers,	give	permission	for	their	daughters	to	get	married?TechnologyShould	social	media	platforms	be	responsible	for	fake	news	that	is	posted	on	their	site?Should	cell	phone	apps	be	allowed	to	track	your	movements?Should	internet	service	providers	be	forced	to	enable	access	to
all	content	and	applications	regardless	of	the	source?Should	mobile	devices	sold	globally	by	a	company	(e.g.	Apple)	be	priced	exactly	the	same	worldwide?Should	driverless	vehicles	be	allowed	on	the	same	road	as	manual	drivers?Should	parents	be	allowed	to	‘micro-chip’	their	children?Should	governments	be	allowed	to	spy	on	your	internet	activities
in	the	name	of	counter-terrorism?	Should	you	be	forced	to	return	money	if	an	ATM	gives	you	too	much?Should	every	retailer	accept	a	payment	of	bitcoin?Should	there	be	an	‘Uber’	for	planes?FoodEnvironment	Success!	Now	check	your	email	to	confirm	your	subscription.	Today,	we	turn	our	attention	to	high	school	students,	who	are	at	a	pivotal	stage
of	their	English	language	learning	journey.At	this	level,	students	are	ready	to	explore	more	complex	and	nuanced	topics,	making	conversations	not	just	a	learning	tool,	but	a	gateway	to	broader	understanding	and	critical	thinking.This	article	presents	a	collection	of	ESL	conversation	topics	and	starters,	specifically	crafted	for	high	school
students.These	topics	are	designed	to	provoke	thought,	encourage	debate,	and	provide	a	platform	for	students	to	express	their	opinions	and	ideas	in	English.We	also	offer	a	downloadable	list	of	these	ESL	Conversation	Topics	for	High	School	Students,	an	essential	addition	to	your	teaching	toolkit.You	can	find	the	download	links	in	the	sections
below.For	high	school	students,	engaging	in	discussions	in	English	is	about	more	than	just	practicing	language	skills.	It’s	about	connecting	with	global	issues,	understanding	diverse	perspectives,	and	developing	critical	thinking	skills.Conversations	at	this	stage	are	an	opportunity	for	students	to	articulate	complex	ideas,	debate	viewpoints,	and
enhance	their	understanding	of	the	world	around	them.Encourage	In-Depth	Discussion:	Choose	topics	that	resonate	with	their	interests	and	current	global	trends.	This	encourages	students	to	think	deeply	and	express	their	views.Facilitate	Debates	and	Group	Discussions:	Use	conversation	starters	as	a	basis	for	classroom	debates	or	group	discussions,
allowing	students	to	engage	with	different	perspectives.Incorporate	Current	Events:	Linking	discussions	to	current	events	makes	conversations	more	relevant	and	engaging.Support	Critical	Thinking:	Encourage	students	to	analyze,	evaluate,	and	elaborate	on	their	responses,	fostering	critical	thinking	skills.Ready	to	challenge	and	inspire	your	high
school	students?We’ve	assembled	50	stimulating	conversation	starters,	covering	a	wide	array	of	topics	from	global	issues,	personal	aspirations,	to	societal	changes.These	prompts	are	crafted	to	spark	engaging	and	meaningful	conversations	among	high	school	students.You	can	access	the	complete	list	for	download	below,	ready	for	implementation	in
your	classroom	or	for	home	learning	discussions.50	High	school	ESL	Conversation	topicsDownloadWhat	are	your	thoughts	on	the	importance	of	education?How	do	you	think	technology	is	changing	the	way	we	live?If	you	could	start	a	charity,	what	would	it	focus	on?What	career	are	you	interested	in	pursuing	after	high	school?What’s	a	global	issue	you
feel	passionate	about?How	do	you	define	success?What’s	the	most	challenging	thing	about	being	a	teenager	today?What	role	does	social	media	play	in	your	life?Discuss	a	book	that	made	a	significant	impact	on	you.If	you	could	travel	back	in	time,	what	era	would	you	visit	and	why?What’s	your	opinion	on	the	importance	of	environmental	conservation?
How	do	you	handle	stress	and	pressure?What’s	your	favorite	memory	from	childhood?If	you	could	meet	any	historical	figure,	who	would	it	be	and	why?What’s	the	most	important	lesson	you’ve	learned	in	life	so	far?Discuss	a	movie	that	you	believe	has	a	deep	message.What	qualities	do	you	think	make	a	good	leader?What’s	your	favorite	hobby	or
pastime?How	do	you	think	society	will	change	in	the	next	20	years?What’s	a	skill	you’d	like	to	learn	and	why?If	you	could	change	one	thing	about	your	school,	what	would	it	be?What’s	something	you’ve	done	that	took	you	out	of	your	comfort	zone?How	do	you	think	we	can	solve	[a	specific	social	issue]?What	does	a	perfect	day	look	like	for	you?What’s
a	piece	of	advice	you	would	give	to	your	younger	self?What’s	the	most	interesting	place	you’ve	ever	visited?How	do	you	think	the	internet	has	changed	human	communication?What’s	your	favorite	subject	in	school	and	why?What	are	your	thoughts	on	[a	current	event	or	trend]?If	you	could	learn	one	new	language	fluently,	which	would	it	be?What’s
something	you’re	passionate	about	and	why?Discuss	a	personal	hero	or	role	model	of	yours.What’s	your	favorite	tradition	or	holiday,	and	how	do	you	celebrate	it?How	do	you	think	we	can	promote	more	tolerance	and	understanding	in	society?What’s	your	favorite	form	of	artistic	expression?Discuss	a	challenge	you’ve	faced	and	how	you	overcame
it.What’s	something	you	believe	is	misunderstood	about	your	generation?What’s	your	opinion	on	the	importance	of	space	exploration?What’s	your	favorite	family	memory?If	you	could	invent	something,	what	would	it	be?What’s	your	opinion	on	the	balance	between	privacy	and	security?How	do	you	see	the	role	of	AI	and	robotics	in	the	future?What’s
something	you’d	like	to	achieve	in	the	next	five	years?How	do	you	approach	making	important	decisions?What’s	a	book	or	movie	that	you	think	everyone	should	read/watch?	Why?What’s	an	issue	in	your	community	that	you	would	like	to	address?Discuss	a	historical	event	that	fascinates	you.What	do	you	think	is	the	key	to	a	good	friendship?If	you
could	have	dinner	with	any	three	people	(dead	or	alive),	who	would	they	be?How	do	you	think	we	can	improve	cross-cultural	understanding	and	communication?Getting	high	school	students	to	participate	actively	can	be	challenging.	Here	are	some	methods	to	encourage	involvement:Create	a	Respectful	Environment:	Ensure	that	all	opinions	are
respected	and	valued.Use	Multimedia	Resources:	Incorporate	videos,	articles,	or	podcasts	to	make	discussions	more	dynamic.Encourage	Personal	Reflection:	Allow	students	to	connect	topics	with	their	own	experiences	and	views.Engaging	high	school	students	in	sophisticated	English	conversations	prepares	them	for	future	academic	and	career
challenges.These	discussions	are	crucial	for	enhancing	their	language	proficiency,	critical	thinking	skills,	and	global	awareness.By	integrating	conversation	into	their	educational	routine,	we’re	equipping	these	young	adults	with	essential	skills	for	their	future	endeavors.We	have	a	selection	of	age	/	ability	appropriate	ESL	Conversation	Topics	here	on
Making	English	Fun	you	can	access	below.There	you	have	it—a	guide	to	facilitating	enriching	English	conversations	with	high	school	students!Using	these	conversation	starters,	you’re	not	just	enhancing	their	language	skills,	but	also	encouraging	them	to	think	critically,	express	themselves	confidently,	and	engage	with	the	world	in	a	meaningful
way.We	hope	these	resources	empower	you	to	guide	your	students	towards	greater	linguistic	and	intellectual	growth.Enjoy	your	journey	in	teaching	and	inspiring	these	young	minds!Access	the	full	list	ready	for	download	below,	ideal	for	enhancing	English	learning	experiences	in	both	classroom	and	home	environments.50	High	school	ESL
Conversation	topicsDownloadFor	more	advanced	and	diverse	resources	for	teaching	English	to	high	school	learners,	make	sure	to	explore	our	website.We	offer	a	range	of	materials	from	in-depth	discussion	guides	to	interactive	learning	tools,	all	aimed	at	making	English	education	engaging	and	effective	for	high	school	students.Expand	your	teaching
repertoire	with	these	useful	links:	If	this	is	your	first	time	here,	then	read	the	Teacher's	Guide	to	Using	These	Pages	If	you	can	think	of	a	good	question	for	any	list,	please	send	it	to	us.	Home	|	Articles	|	Lessons	|	Techniques	|	Questions	|	Games	|	Jokes	|	Things	for	Teachers	|	Links	|	Activities	for	ESL	Students	Would	you	like	to	help?	If	you	can	think	of
a	good	question	for	any	list,	please	send	it	to	us.	If	you	would	like	to	suggest	another	topic,	please	send	it	and	a	set	of	questions	to	begin	the	topic.	Copyright	©	1997-2010	by	The	Internet	TESL	Journal	Pages	from	this	site	should	not	be	put	online	elsewhere.Permission	is	not	required	to	link	directly	to	any	page	on	our	site	as	long	as	you	do	not	trap
the	page	inside	a	frame.	Once	we	upload	a	page,	the	page	remains	online	and	the	URL	will	not	be	changed.	Debating	and	discussing	ideas	is	a	great	way	for	ESL	students	to	practice	English.	This	guide	offers	interesting	and	simple	topics	that	encourage	conversation.	Should	school	uniforms	be	required?	Are	online	classes	better	than	traditional
classes?	Should	homework	be	abolished?	Is	it	necessary	to	learn	a	second	language?	Should	college	education	be	free	for	everyone?	Should	smartphones	be	banned	in	schools?	Should	students	grade	their	teachers?	Are	exams	the	best	way	to	evaluate	students?	Should	schools	teach	practical	life	skills	instead	of	theoretical	subjects?	Should	physical
education	be	mandatory?	Should	plastic	bags	be	banned?	Is	climate	change	the	biggest	threat	to	humanity?	Should	animal	testing	be	banned?	Should	we	prioritize	renewable	energy	over	fossil	fuels?	Is	it	too	late	to	stop	global	warming?	Should	zoos	be	closed?	Should	people	become	vegetarians	to	protect	the	environment?	Should	governments	ban
private	cars	from	city	centers?	Is	recycling	effective	or	overrated?	Should	deforestation	be	illegal?	Is	social	media	harmful	or	beneficial?	Should	the	internet	be	censored?	Are	robots	going	to	replace	human	jobs?	Should	parents	control	their	children's	online	activities?	Is	technology	making	people	lazy?	Should	video	games	be	considered	a	sport?	Is
artificial	intelligence	dangerous	for	humanity?	Should	smartphones	have	an	age	restriction?	Is	online	dating	safe?	Has	technology	improved	communication?	Should	smoking	be	banned	completely?	Is	the	death	penalty	justified?	Should	everyone	become	vegan?	Should	euthanasia	(assisted	dying)	be	legal?	Is	censorship	sometimes	necessary?	Should
alcohol	advertising	be	banned?	Should	marriage	be	necessary	for	a	stable	society?	Is	it	ethical	to	eat	meat?	Should	animals	have	rights	similar	to	humans?	Should	people	be	allowed	to	own	guns?	Should	voting	be	compulsory?	Is	democracy	the	best	political	system?	Should	the	voting	age	be	lowered	to	16?	Is	freedom	more	important	than	security?
Should	immigration	be	more	strictly	controlled?	Should	prisoners	have	the	right	to	vote?	Should	military	service	be	mandatory?	Is	nationalism	good	or	bad?	Should	politicians	have	term	limits?	Is	corruption	unavoidable	in	politics?	Should	wealthy	people	pay	higher	taxes?	Is	globalization	beneficial?	Should	the	minimum	wage	be	increased?	Should
tipping	in	restaurants	be	banned?	Is	capitalism	better	than	socialism?	Should	advertising	targeting	children	be	banned?	Are	credit	cards	harmful	to	young	adults?	Should	cryptocurrencies	replace	traditional	currencies?	Is	online	shopping	better	than	traditional	shopping?	Should	companies	be	held	responsible	for	climate	change?	Should	fast	food	be
banned?	Is	healthcare	a	right	or	a	privilege?	Should	sugary	drinks	have	higher	taxes?	Is	vegetarianism	healthier	than	a	meat-based	diet?	Should	schools	teach	mental	health	classes?	Is	dieting	harmful	or	helpful?	Should	vaccination	be	mandatory?	Are	organic	foods	worth	the	cost?	Is	stress	always	harmful?	Should	there	be	a	limit	on	working	hours	per
week?	Are	reality	TV	shows	harmful?	Should	celebrities	have	a	right	to	privacy?	Should	violent	movies	be	banned?	Is	graffiti	art	or	vandalism?	Are	books	better	than	movies?	Should	children’s	screen	time	be	limited?	Should	censorship	of	explicit	content	in	media	be	stricter?	Should	museums	and	galleries	be	free?	Is	listening	to	music	while	studying
helpful	or	distracting?	Should	professional	athletes	be	paid	less?	Should	traditional	customs	be	preserved	or	modernized?	Is	globalization	erasing	cultural	diversity?	Should	cultural	appropriation	be	illegal?	Is	tourism	beneficial	for	local	cultures?	Should	parents	always	choose	their	child’s	religion?	Should	English	be	the	global	language?	Should
cultural	festivals	be	publicly	funded?	Are	traditional	gender	roles	still	necessary?	Should	religious	symbols	be	banned	in	public	places?	Is	multiculturalism	beneficial	or	harmful?	Should	humans	colonize	Mars?	Should	genetically	modified	foods	be	encouraged?	Should	we	focus	on	space	exploration	or	solving	Earth’s	problems?	Should	driverless	cars
be	allowed	on	the	roads?	Will	artificial	intelligence	make	our	lives	better?	Should	cloning	be	legalized?	Is	nuclear	energy	safe	for	the	future?	Should	the	workweek	be	reduced	due	to	automation?	Should	we	worry	about	robots	having	emotions?	Should	humans	aim	for	immortality?	Ice	cream	vs.	Chocolate:	Which	is	tastier?	Morning	or	night:	Which	is
better?	Drawing	vs.	Painting:	Which	is	easier?	Fruits	vs.	Vegetables:	Which	is	healthier?	Tea	vs.	Coffee:	Which	is	better?	Reading	books	or	watching	TV?	Swimming	or	running:	Which	sport	is	more	fun?	Sunny	days	or	rainy	days?	Animals	or	toys:	Best	gift	for	children?	Juice	vs.	Soda:	Which	do	you	prefer?	Cars	vs.	Bikes:	Which	is	better	transport?
Beach	vacation	or	mountain	vacation?	Summer	clothes	vs.	winter	clothes?	Apples	or	oranges:	Which	fruit	is	better?	Dogs	or	birds:	Better	pets?	Milk	chocolate	vs.	dark	chocolate?	Pizza	toppings:	Cheese	vs.	Pepperoni?	Birthday	party	or	holiday	party:	Which	is	more	exciting?	Indoor	games	vs.	outdoor	games?	Movies	or	cartoons:	Which	do	you	prefer?
Writing	or	speaking	English:	Which	is	easier?	Breakfast	vs.	Dinner:	Favorite	meal?	Boots	vs.	Sneakers:	Which	are	more	comfortable?	Ball	games	or	board	games?	Cake	vs.	Cookies:	Which	is	tastier?	Pop	music	vs.	classical	music?	Paper	books	or	audiobooks?	Parks	or	shopping	malls?	Pencil	vs.	Pen:	Which	is	better?	Sandwiches	vs.	Salads:	Which	is
better	for	lunch?	Should	children	do	chores	at	home?	Which	is	better:	wearing	glasses	or	contact	lenses?	Is	cooking	at	home	better	than	eating	at	restaurants?	Are	animals	happier	in	nature	or	at	home	as	pets?	Should	children	get	pocket	money?	City	parks	vs.	amusement	parks:	Which	is	better?	Should	students	learn	music	at	school?	Camping	or
staying	in	a	hotel?	Are	computers	better	than	tablets?	Are	books	better	gifts	than	toys?	Should	children	help	in	the	kitchen?	Walking	or	cycling	to	school?	Should	young	children	have	their	own	bedroom?	Watching	sports	vs.	playing	sports?	Is	breakfast	the	most	important	meal?	Is	it	better	to	have	a	large	or	small	family?	Are	sweets	good	or	bad	for
children?	Should	pets	sleep	in	bed	with	people?	Using	pencils	or	typing	on	computers?	Is	ice	skating	or	roller	skating	more	fun?	Should	children	choose	their	bedtime?	Is	it	better	to	read	fiction	or	nonfiction?	School	lunch	or	home-packed	lunch?	Is	shopping	fun	or	boring?	Should	children	have	birthday	parties	every	year?	Should	bedtime	stories	be
mandatory	for	children?	Drinking	milk:	good	or	unnecessary?	Is	painting	more	fun	than	crafting?	Is	football	better	than	basketball?	Should	everyone	have	a	pet?	Are	fast-food	restaurants	good	or	bad	for	society?	Should	students	wear	casual	clothes	to	school?	Is	traveling	alone	better	than	traveling	with	friends?	Should	school	start	later	in	the
morning?	Are	reality	shows	good	entertainment?	Should	there	be	Wi-Fi	everywhere?	Is	watching	news	important	for	teenagers?	Should	people	drink	bottled	water?	Online	games:	helpful	or	harmful?	Should	public	transport	be	free?	Are	museums	interesting	or	boring?	Are	pets	a	good	way	to	teach	responsibility?	Should	students	have	part-time	jobs?
Is	summer	school	helpful	or	unnecessary?	Should	bicycles	replace	cars	in	cities?	Should	teenagers	have	curfews?	Should	street	food	be	banned?	Is	home-schooling	a	good	idea?	Should	tourism	be	encouraged	everywhere?	Should	teenagers	help	the	elderly	regularly?	Are	physical	books	disappearing	because	of	e-books?	Should	families	eat	dinner
together	daily?	Are	live	concerts	better	than	recorded	music?	Should	people	give	money	or	food	to	homeless	people?	Is	learning	history	useful?	Should	schools	allow	students	to	use	calculators?	Is	watching	movies	at	home	better	than	cinema?	Should	all	children	learn	to	swim?	Are	holidays	abroad	better	than	holidays	at	home?	Should	schools	ban
sugary	snacks?	Should	social	media	accounts	have	age	restrictions?	Should	plastic	straws	be	banned	worldwide?	Should	junk	food	ads	aimed	at	children	be	banned?	Is	the	internet	addictive?	Are	e-sports	as	important	as	traditional	sports?	Should	advertisements	on	TV	be	banned	during	children's	shows?	Is	tourism	harmful	to	the	environment?	Should
schools	replace	textbooks	with	tablets?	Should	everyone	learn	basic	first	aid?	Are	celebrities	good	role	models?	Should	teenagers	make	their	own	career	choices?	Is	public	speaking	an	essential	skill?	Should	school	holidays	be	shorter?	Is	texting	killing	real	communication	skills?	Should	students	evaluate	their	teachers	regularly?	Should	cooking
classes	be	compulsory?	Should	bottled	water	be	banned?	Are	video	games	good	for	the	brain?	Should	everyone	volunteer	regularly?	Should	graffiti	artists	be	punished?	Is	homeschooling	better	than	public	schooling?	Should	exams	be	replaced	by	continuous	assessment?	Is	owning	pets	ethical?	Should	children	participate	in	competitive	sports?	Is
street	food	safe	to	eat?	Should	people	be	fined	for	littering?	Should	TV	commercials	for	medicines	be	banned?	Is	public	Wi-Fi	safe?	Should	all	museums	have	free	entry?	Is	air	travel	too	cheap?	Should	schools	have	surveillance	cameras?	Should	vegan	diets	be	promoted	by	governments?	Should	private	schools	be	banned?	Should	driver’s	education	be
mandatory	in	high	schools?	Should	students	study	abroad	at	least	once?	Should	self-driving	cars	be	allowed	everywhere?	Is	face-to-face	communication	better	than	digital?	Should	historical	sites	have	entry	fees?	Should	school	grades	be	eliminated?	Is	online	privacy	possible	today?	Should	public	transportation	operate	24/7?	Is	remote	work	the	future
of	employment?	Should	healthcare	workers	have	higher	salaries?	Is	traditional	marriage	outdated?	Should	governments	limit	working	hours	per	week?	Are	unpaid	internships	fair?	Should	music	education	be	compulsory?	Should	climate-change	education	be	compulsory?	Should	countries	have	open	borders?	Should	university	attendance	be
compulsory?	Is	urbanization	harmful?	Should	sugary	drinks	carry	health	warnings?	Are	unpaid	community	services	beneficial	for	students?	Should	university	athletes	be	paid?	Should	gambling	be	banned	completely?	Are	standardized	tests	fair?	Should	social	media	influencers	be	regulated?	Should	there	be	more	public	holidays?	Should	companies
provide	free	childcare?	Should	remote-learning	options	always	be	available?	Should	universal	basic	income	be	adopted	worldwide?	Should	countries	invest	heavily	in	space	exploration?	Is	human	genetic	engineering	ethical?	Should	hate	speech	be	illegal	globally?	Should	people	be	required	to	pass	a	parenting	test?	Should	fossil	fuels	be	completely
banned	by	2050?	Should	unpaid	housework	be	officially	recognized?	Should	freedom	of	speech	have	limitations?	Are	trade	unions	still	necessary	today?	Should	intellectual	property	rights	be	loosened?	Should	politicians	undergo	psychological	testing?	Should	developed	countries	be	obligated	to	help	developing	countries?	Is	surveillance	justified	for
national	security?	Is	patriotism	harmful	or	beneficial?	Should	there	be	global	standards	for	worker	rights?	Should	multinational	corporations	be	taxed	more	heavily?	Should	nuclear	power	be	expanded	globally?	Should	governments	ban	data	collection	by	tech	companies?	Should	national	debts	be	forgiven?	Should	governments	regulate
cryptocurrency?	Is	meritocracy	fair?	Should	countries	prioritize	economic	growth	over	environmental	protection?	Should	education	systems	eliminate	standardized	testing	entirely?	Should	historical	artifacts	be	returned	to	their	original	countries?	Is	animal	cloning	ethical?	Should	medical	research	prioritize	curing	rare	diseases	over	common	ones?
Should	online	anonymity	be	abolished?	Should	artificial	intelligence	have	legal	rights?	Should	citizenship	be	awarded	by	birthplace	or	parentage?	Is	cultural	appropriation	always	wrong?	Improve	speaking	skills	–	Debating	helps	students	speak	confidently.	Expand	vocabulary	–	Students	learn	new	words	related	to	various	topics.	Practice	listening	–
Understanding	different	opinions	improves	comprehension.	Think	critically	–	Debating	teaches	students	to	form	and	defend	their	arguments.	Step	What	to	Do	Choose	a	topic	Pick	an	interesting	and	clear	topic.	Assign	roles	One	side	supports	the	topic,	the	other	side	opposes	it.	Give	preparation	time	Let	students	research	and	prepare	arguments.	Start
the	debate	Each	side	presents	their	points.	Encourage	discussion	Let	students	ask	and	answer	questions.	Conclude	and	reflect	Summarize	key	points	and	discuss	improvements.	First	and	foremost,	let	me	state	that...	Today,	our	side	firmly	believes	that...	I'd	like	to	begin	by	pointing	out...	It	is	clear	to	us	that...	Ladies	and	gentlemen,	we	stand	firmly	in
favor/opposition	of...	Let's	start	by	examining...	It	is	important	to	clarify	at	the	outset...	Allow	me	to	define	some	key	terms...	Before	we	go	any	further,	we	need	to	address...	The	motion	before	us	today	is	clearly	justified/unjustified	because...	Firstly,	let's	consider...	My	first	argument	revolves	around...	I'd	like	to	draw	your	attention	to...	It's	evident
from	the	fact	that...	One	compelling	reason	is...	Let	me	elaborate	on...	Another	crucial	point	is...	Furthermore,	we	must	consider...	It's	essential	to	understand	that...	Statistics	clearly	demonstrate	that...	For	instance,	let's	look	at...	Take,	for	example...	A	good	illustration	of	this	is...	To	illustrate	this	point	further...	Evidence	suggests	that...	Research
clearly	indicates...	Recent	studies	have	shown...	History	provides	ample	evidence	that...	As	an	example,	consider...	Real-world	experience	confirms...	In	my	opinion...	It	seems	to	me	that...	I	strongly	believe...	Without	a	doubt...	Clearly...	I	firmly	assert...	There's	no	denying	that...	I	would	argue	that...	I	am	convinced	that...	It	is	my	contention	that...
Absolutely.	We	fully	support	the	view	that...	We	couldn't	agree	more.	You	have	a	valid	point	when	you	say...	Indeed,	we	share	your	perspective...	That’s	exactly	our	point.	As	my	colleague	already	mentioned...	This	clearly	aligns	with	our	stance...	Certainly,	that	is	undeniable...	Your	argument	strengthens	our	own...	I	must	strongly	disagree.	I'm	afraid
that's	not	the	case.	On	the	contrary...	That	argument	simply	does	not	hold	water.	Your	point	fails	to	consider...	That's	completely	incorrect.	Unfortunately,	that	assertion	is	flawed...	There's	a	clear	fallacy	in	that	argument.	That	simply	isn't	supported	by	the	facts.	I	see	your	point,	but...	I'd	like	to	respond	directly	to	that	point...	Let	me	refute	your
argument	by	saying...	To	counter	that	claim...	However,	your	argument	neglects...	While	that	might	seem	true	initially...	Contrary	to	what	you've	claimed...	Your	point	doesn't	address...	This	perspective	is	overly	simplistic	because...	If	we	examine	your	claim	closely...	You	have	overlooked	an	important	factor...	Allow	me	to	clarify...	In	other	words...	Let
me	put	it	differently...	To	put	it	simply...	What	I'm	essentially	saying	is...	Allow	me	to	rephrase	that...	To	reiterate	my	earlier	point...	Let	me	summarize	briefly...	What	we	mean	by	this	is...	Just	to	be	absolutely	clear...	Could	you	explain	how...?	What	evidence	do	you	have	for...?	Can	you	provide	an	example	of...?	How	can	you	justify...?	Wouldn't	you
agree	that...?	Are	you	suggesting	that...?	Have	you	considered	the	fact	that...?	Don't	you	think	it's	inconsistent	to	say...?	Could	you	clarify	your	statement	about...?	How	would	you	address...?	In	conclusion...	To	sum	up...	Finally,	I'd	like	to	stress...	Ultimately,	we	have	demonstrated	that...	As	we've	clearly	shown...	The	arguments	presented	leave	no
doubt	that...	All	things	considered...	Let	me	finish	by	saying...	The	evidence	we've	offered	proves	conclusively	that...	Therefore,	we	urge	you	to	support/reject	this	motion.	Start	with	a	clear	topic,	divide	students	into	teams,	and	give	them	time	to	prepare	their	arguments	before	starting	the	discussion.	What	is	the	best	way	to	practice	for	a	debate?
Practice	speaking	with	classmates,	watch	debates	online,	and	prepare	key	points	in	advance.	How	can	beginners	improve	their	debating	skills?	They	should	start	with	simple	topics,	use	basic	phrases,	and	practice	speaking	slowly	and	clearly.	What	are	good	debate	topics	for	teenagers?	Topics	like	social	media,	school	rules,	technology,	and	personal
freedoms	work	well	for	teenagers.	How	can	I	encourage	shy	students	to	participate?	Pair	them	with	a	supportive	partner,	let	them	prepare	in	advance,	and	give	them	easy	questions	to	start	with.	Last	Updated	on	February	23,	2022	by	Bilingual	Kidspot	Looking	to	get	your	kids	or	English	students	talking?	Here	you	can	find	a	long	list	of	English
conversation	topics	for	students	learning	English	as	a	second	language,	(ESL).	With	plenty	of	discussion	ideas	to	choose	from,	these	ESL	conversation	topics	are	great	in	class	or	everyday	use	at	home	with	young	English	learners.	While	you	can	learn	through	textbooks,	games	or	online	websites,	conversation	is	one	of	the	most	important	aspects	of
leaning	English	as	a	second	language,	(ESL).	Speaking	in	conversational	form	is	helpful	for	students	because	they	have	to	think	about	topics	and	words	in	their	head	before	they	say	them.	Conversation	and	discussions	are	also	great	for	helping	students	to	learn	about	certain	topics.	The	more	they	use	these	topics	in	conversation	the	better	practice
they	will	gain	when	speaking	in	full	conversations	as	they	progress	in	their	English	language	abilities.	Language	is	how	we	think	and	process	information.	When	students	use	different	speaking	topics,	they	are	putting	information	into	their	memory	and	accessing	old	memories	to	validate	their	conversations.		Here	is	a	list	of	30+	English	Conversation
topics	and	discussion	topics	for	students	who	are	learning	English	as	a	second	language.	Do	you	have	any	pets,	if	so,	what	are	they?What	is	your	favourite	animal	and	why?What	does	this	animal	look	like	and	what	does	it	like	to	eat?Are	animals	well	looked	after	where	you	are	from?	Why?	Do	you	have	certain	routines	that	you	follow,	if	so,	what	are
they?Do	you	have	friends	or	family	that	follow	similar	routines?What	do	you	like	about	your	routine?How	would	you	feel	if	something	in	your	daily	routine	was	changed?	What	is	your	favourite	book	and	why?What	is	your	least	favourite	book	and	why?Is	there	a	library	in	your	hometown?What	information	can	you	learn	from	reading	books?
Recommended:	Importance	of	reading	Why	is	cleanliness	important?How	often	do	you	think	one	should	clean?What	types	of	things	should	be	cleaned?How	clean	do	you	think	this	room	is?	What	do	you	like	to	wear?	Where	do	you	buy	your	clothing	and	what	colors	do	you	choose?What	type	of	clothes	do	you	not	like	wearing?What	type	of	clothing	do
your	friends	wear?	Which	culture	do	you	belong	too?How	do	people	greet	each	other?What	type	of	customs	and	traditions	do	you	practice?Are	you	interested	in	learning	about	other	cultures?	Why?	Do	you	usually	exercise,	if	so,	how	often?What	activities	do	you	do	while	exercising?Do	people	in	your	country	do	a	lot	of	exercising?What	can	happen	if
people	do	not	exercise?	How	many	siblings	do	you	have?What	are	their	names	and	how	old	are	they?Where	are	your	parents	originally	from?Who	are	your	extended	family	members?	(cousins,	aunts,	uncles	etc.)	What	is	your	biggest	fear	and	why?How	does	having	this	fear	make	you	feel?Do	you	know	people	that	share	the	same	fear?How	can	you
work	through	your	fears?	How	are	you	feeling	right	now?How	do	you	feel	when	someone	hurts	your	feelings?	Why?How	do	you	feel	when	someone	makes	you	happy?	Why?Why	is	it	important	to	think	about	other	people’s	feelings?	What	is	your	favourite	food	and	why?What	is	your	least	favourite	food	and	why?What	is	a	typical	food	from	your	home
country?What	is	a	food	you	would	love	to	try?	What	is	a	goal	that	you	have?How	do	you	plan	to	reach	this	goal?Do	you	need	help	achieving	your	goal?Do	you	think	it’s	important	to	set	goals?	Why?	What	hobbies	do	you	like	to	do?What	do	you	like	about	the	hobbies	you	do?Is	there	anybody	in	your	family	you	share	a	hobby	with?When	did	you	start
practicing	your	hobby	and	how	long	do	you	spend	practicing?	What	is	your	favourite	holiday	and	why?What	is	your	least	favoruite	holiday	and	why?How	do	you	spend	most	of	your	holidays?Do	you	do	anything	special	with	your	family	on	holidays,	if	so	what?	Where	is	your	hometown?Do	you	live	in	a	city	or	rural	area?Do	you	like	living	in	your
hometown?	Why?How	do	people	get	around	in	your	hometown?	What	household	item	do	you	use	the	most	and	why?How	does	it	work?How	often	do	you	use	your	household	items?Why	are	household	items	useful?	What	do	you	want	to	be	when	you	grow	up	and	why?Do	a	lot	of	people	do	this	job	in	your	country?What	type	of	jobs	do	people	in	your
country	have?Do	you	think	everyone	should	work?	Why?	You	are	half	way,	but	we	have	more!	Who	taught	you	about	manners?How	often	do	you	use	them	and	why?Why	are	using	manners	important?How	do	you	feel	when	someone	isn’t	using	manners?	What	is	your	favourite	type	of	movie	and	why?	What	is	your	least	favourite	type	of	movie	and	why?
Do	you	go	to	the	cinema	to	watch	a	movie?Do	you	watch	movies	in	different	languages?	Why?	What	is	your	favourite	song	and	who	sings	it?How	much	time	a	day	do	you	spend	listening	to	music?What	genre	of	music	do	you	like	best?	Why?What	kind	of	music	is	preferred	where	you	are	from?	What	do	you	do	in	a	typical	day	at	school?What	is	your
favourite	subject	and	why?What	is	your	least	favourite	subject	and	why?What	do	you	like	about	your	teachers?	Can	you	name	the	four	seasons?What	clothes	do	you	need	to	wear	in	each	season?What	season	do	you	like	best	and	why?What	season	do	you	like	least	and	why?	How	time	do	you	go	to	sleep	and	what	time	do	you	wake	up?How	many	hours
of	sleep	do	you	usually	get	a	night?Do	you	think	you	get	enough	sleep?	Why?If	you	don’t	get	enough	sleep,	how	do	you	feel?	Do	you	like	shopping	and	why?What	do	you	usually	shop	for	and	where	do	you	go	shopping?Who	do	you	go	shopping	with?Are	their	many	shops	in	your	hometown?	What	sports	do	you	like	and	dislike?	Why?What	sport	is	popular
where	you	live?Why	are	sports	important?Who	do	you	play	sports	with?	What	is	your	favourite	T.V	program	and	why?Is	it	an	international	T.V	program?What	is	the	T.V	program	about?How	often	do	you	watch	this	T.V	program	and	who	watches	it	with	you?	How	important	is	time	to	you?How	much	free	time	do	you	usually	have?Who	do	you	spend	your
free	time	with?If	you	had	more	free	time,	what	would	you	do	with	it?	How	do	you	travel	to	get	to	school?	How	long	does	it	take	you	to	get	to	school?What	other	types	of	transportation	have	you	used?How	often	do	you	use	public	transport?	Where	have	you	traveled	too?Who	do	you	usually	go	traveling	with?	What	languages	do	you	use	when	traveling?
What	is	your	favourite	tourist	attraction?	What	is	the	weather	outside	today?	What	is	the	weather	normally	like	where	you	live?How	can	the	weather	effect	your	feelings?What	kind	of	weather	is	your	favourite	and	why?	Some	conversation	topics	can	be	sensitive	for	students	and	when	talking	about	these	topics	can	impact	them	negatively.	There	are
some	topics	that	also	are	not	appropriate	for	students	because	they	may	cause	hurtful	feelings	unless	they	are	brought	up	in	certain	circumstances.	Topics	that	tend	to	cause	students	to	become	uncomfortable	include	things	such	as	politics	and	religious	beliefs.	Some	people	tend	to	have	strong	opinions	on	these	topics	which	they	entitled	too,	however
it	can	sometimes	be	uncomfortable	to	talk	about	with	students	in	certain	situations.	When	using	conversational	English	be	aware	of	the	topics	you	are	using	and	make	sure	they	will	impact	students	in	a	positive	way.	All	topics	have	room	for	discussion	but	be	sure	to	discuss	these	at	appropriate	times,	age	level	and	with	parent’s	approval.	Do	you	have
other	English	conversation	topics	that	you	use	with	your	kids	or	students?	Let	us	know!	Make	sure	you	also	check	out	our	Phonics	Games	that	can	help	students	who	are	struggling	with	certain	sounds.	And	this	post	on	encouraging	words	for	kids	is	filled	with	ideas	on	how	to	praise	students	when	they	have	done	well.	Teaching	English?	Take	a	look	at
our	Learn	English	for	Kids	post	with	tones	of	other	ESL	English	learning	resources	for	children!	A	huge	amount	of	psychological	development	happens	in	the	years	between	childhood	and	adulthood—the	infamous	teen	years.	But	that	doesn’t	mean	teens	always	want	to	talk.This	can	make	ESL	class	a	bit	of	a	challenge.	How	exactly	do	you	get
teenagers	talking?	Why	are	they	sometimes	so	awkward,	shy,	reserved	and	quiet?In	this	post,	we’ll	explore	four	ESL	topics	for	teens	that	are	sure	to	get	(most	of)	them	talking.	Plus,	we’ll	go	over	some	general	rules	for	engaging	with	the	unique	creature	known	as	the	teenager.Contents	Save	Time	in	a	BottleIf	you	were	going	to	make	your	own
personal	time	capsule,	what	would	you	want	to	put	in	it?	You	probably	have	plenty	of	things	you’d	like	your	descendants	to	know	about	who	you	are	now.But	what	if	the	capsule	had	to	represent	your	entire	generation?	The	answers	don’t	come	as	easily,	do	they?	That’s	why	this	is	a	great	ESL	topic	for	teens.To	introduce	this	activity,	show	your
students	these	11	intriguing	time	capsules	waiting	to	be	opened	to	get	them	thinking	about	the	topic.	You	may	want	to	brainstorm	about	what	could	be	inside	these	time	capsules.Ask	them	to	think	about	what	they	would	put	in	their	own	time	capsule.	Then	take	it	up	a	level.What	would	they	put	in	a	time	capsule	to	represent	their	entire	generation?	If
they	had	only	five	or	six	items	or	pictures	they	could	put	in	a	time	capsule	to	represent	what	it	is	like	to	be	a	teenager	today,	what	would	they	be?Put	students	in	groups	of	four	or	five	to	discuss	it.The	group	should	talk	together	to	agree	on	five	or	six	items	or	pictures	to	go	into	a	time	capsule	that	will	represent	what	it	is	like	to	be	a	teenager
today.Once	the	group	has	come	to	a	consensus,	have	each	person	explain	at	least	one	item	in	their	capsule—what	it	is	and	why	they	chose	it—to	another	group	or	the	rest	of	the	class.This	activity	is	particularly	interesting	for	teens	because	they	share	a	culture,	one	that	is	different	from	that	of	other	generations.	And	when	they	have	to	distill	that
culture	down	to	just	a	few	items,	your	students	will	have	to	discuss	what	they	all	have	in	common,	thereby	helping	build	relationships.	Crimes	and	PunishmentsWhat	punishments	are	right	for	what	crimes?Every	teenager	can	relate	to	what	it	is	like	to	be	in	school,	and	your	ESL	students	are	no	exception.	But	how	much	do	they	know	about	school
punishments?	(Hopefully	not	a	lot!)Put	students	in	groups	of	three	or	fourHave	the	groups	brainstorm	all	the	possible	punishments	students	around	the	world	might	suffer	for	not	doing	what	they	should	in	school	(For	example,	losing	recess,	writing	lines,	going	to	the	principal’s	office,	getting	paddled,	etc.)Once	students	have	exhausted	their	list,	have
each	group	rank	the	punishments	they	have	listed	from	least	severe	to	most	severe.Give	each	group	a	list	with	examples	of	misbehavior	in	school.	You	can	choose	some	from	this	list	or	come	up	with	your	own.Ask	each	group	to	choose	the	best	punishment	for	each	misbehavior.If	students	have	been	punished	for	any	of	the	items	on	your	list,	encourage
them	to	share	with	their	group	what	punishment	they	suffered	as	a	result.	The	Debate	on	Smartphones	in	SchoolShould	smartphones	be	banned	in	school?	I	know	I	have	my	own	opinion	on	the	subject,	and	your	teenage	students	certainly	have	their	own	opinions	as	well.	And	when	students	have	a	strong	opinion?	That’s	a	great	ESL	topic	for	teens.A
report	by	CNN	says	teenagers	spend	an	average	of	nine	hours	a	day	consuming	media,	most	of	that	via	their	phones,	and	another	report	says	that	50%	of	teens	say	they	are	addicted	to	their	phones.	Obviously,	that	is	not	a	very	positive	argument	in	favor	of	smartphones.And	yet	the	resources	that	mobile	devices	make	available	to	teenagers—resources
that	can	help	them	learn	English—are	innumerable.	So	are	they	good	or	are	they	bad?Don’t	answer	the	question	yourself.	Have	your	teenage	students	answer	it.Give	teens	a	list	of	facts	about	smartphones.	There	are	some	great	ones	in	this	article	on	Science	News	for	Students	and	there	are	more	in	these	research	findings	by	the	Pew	Research
Center.Throw	some	fake	“facts”	into	your	list	as	well.	(Seven	real	facts	and	three	fake	facts	are	a	good	mix.)Ask	students	to	discuss	with	their	group	whether	they	agree	or	disagree	with	each	statement.Then	have	them	guess	which	facts	are	fake	and	explain	their	reasoning,	before	finally	pointing	out	the	false	true	statements.	(Pun	intended.)Finally,
ask	students	this	question:	Should	smartphones	be	banned	in	school?Then	hold	a	debate	on	the	subject.	Divide	your	class,	designating	one	half	to	defend	each	side	of	the	argument,	and	let	the	discussion	begin.You	can	find	more	information	on	how	to	hold	a	debate	in	class	here.	Words	to	Live	ByDo	you	have	a	personal	motto?	Do	your	students?	Since
teens	are	transitioning	between	being	their	parents’	children	and	being	independent	adults,	these	years	are	a	good	time	to	talk	about	what	is	most	important	to	them,	and	how	they	want	to	live	the	rest	of	their	lives.If	you	have	a	personal	motto,	share	it	with	your	students.	If	you	feel	comfortable,	explain	why	you	chose	this	particular	motto	and	how	it
affects	your	life.	For	example,	I	might	share	with	my	students	some	of	my	personal	words	to	live	by:	“Don’t	make	decisions	based	on	fear,”	“God	comes	first”	and	“Live	by	the	Golden	Rule.”Give	your	students	this	list	of	personal	mottos	or	find	others	of	your	choosing.Then	ask	students	to	discuss	with	one	or	two	other	classmates	how	each	motto	could
have	a	positive	and/or	negative	affect	on	a	person’s	life.Undoubtedly,	each	person	will	relate	to	different	mottos	on	the	list	and	may	even	have	their	own	personal	motto	already.Now	it	is	time	to	whip	out	some	scissors	and	glue	and	make	a	“Words	to	Live	By”	word	collage	from	those	magazines	you	have	sitting	back	in	the	corner	of	your	room.While
students	are	making	their	collages,	encourage	them	to	cut	out	mottos	from	the	list	you	gave	them,	cut	out	words	from	magazines	or	write	out	their	own	phrases	and	include	them	in	their	collages.Once	the	collages	are	done,	ask	each	person	to	share	their	collage	with	a	partner	and	explain	why	they	included	the	words	that	they	did.	If	any	are	willing,
invite	students	to	share	with	the	rest	of	the	class	as	well.	General	Rules	for	Engaging	TeenagersHave	you	heard	of	the	“invisible	stage“?	I	learned	this	term	when	I	was	taking	a	class	on	working	with	teenagers,	and	I	knew	the	invisible	stage	was	as	real	as	the	nose	on	my	face	because	I	remember	experiencing	it	myself	in	high	school.The	“stage”	in	the
phrase	does	not	refer	to	a	stage	of	life,	but	rather	to	a	stage	where	someone	performs.	The	term	is	used	in	psychology	in	reference	to	teenagers,	and	it	describes	the	feeling	that	everyone	is	always	looking	at	you,	that	you	are	on	stage	and	everything	that	happens	is	because	you	are	the	center	of	everyone’s	attention.Of	course,	if	everyone	feels	this
way,	it	can	be	true	for	none,	but	that	is	not	the	way	it	feels	for	adolescents	who	are	navigating	the	path	from	childhood	to	adulthood.And	while	every	ESL	student	can	be	a	bit	uneasy	when	it	comes	to	speaking	in	front	of	peers	or	being	put	on	the	spot,	those	feelings	go	to	a	completely	different	depth	when	teens	are	involved.With	that	in	mind,	there
are	some	things	you	can	do	to	decrease	the	stage	fright	that	comes	from	this	center-of-attention	feeling	and	help	your	teenage	students	speak	up	in	class:Give	general	feedback	to	the	entire	class	instead	of	drawing	attention	to	individual	students.	When	you	point	out	that	one	of	your	teens	is	making	a	mistake	and	you	do	this	when	the	whole	class	can
hear,	you	are	making	the	spotlight	that	shines	on	that	invisible	stage	as	bright	as	day.	So	make	your	comments	general,	not	isolating	any	one	student	or	using	their	specific	mistakes	as	examples	in	class.Don’t	put	them	on	the	spot	for	answers.	Again,	this	intensifies	that	feeling	that	everyone	is	looking	at	you,	and	that	is	a	guaranteed	hindrance	to



speaking	freely	in	class.	Give	your	teens	time	to	think	about	and/or	prepare	their	answers	before	asking	them	to	speak	in	front	of	the	class.	They	are	less	likely	to	make	mistakes	this	way	and	less	likely	to	freeze	from	embarrassment.Another	significant	factor	in	the	psychology	of	teens	is	the	importance	of	their	peer	group.	The	relationships	teenagers
have	with	their	friends	are	arguably	the	most	important	relationships	they	have	during	their	years	of	development.	For	that	reason,	encouraging	small	group	interactions	or	peer-oriented	talk	can	be	extremely	valuable	to	your	teenage	students	and	can	make	a	big	difference	in	how	teens	feel	about	themselves.	When	their	peers	accept	them,	they
accept	themselves,	so	you	should	encourage	those	relationships	through	small	group	interaction.As	an	ESL	teacher,	I’ve	found	one	of	the	ultimate	ways	to	engage	teenagers	in	the	ESL	classroom	is	to	teach	with	what	they	know.By	working	with	technology	and	media	with	the	FluentU	program,	you’ll	have	immediate	access	to	a	large	library	of	native
English	videos.By	introducing	this	content,	there	is	almost	a	rapid	classroom	environment	change.	Teenage	ESL	students	become	more	confident	and	open	when	discussing	their	favorite	TV	series	or	music.	Why	not	get	started	with	a	free	trial	of	a	FluentU	teacher	account	to	see	if	you	notice	a	difference	in	your	adolescent	learners!I	cannot	say
whether	the	days	your	students	spend	in	your	class	will	be	the	best	ones	of	their	lives	or	if	you	couldn’t	pay	them	enough	to	live	them	again,	but	I	can	tell	you	one	thing:	Your	teens	will	appreciate	the	effort	you	give	to	make	class	the	best	it	can	be	for	them.And	whether	or	not	they	remember	the	activities	you	did,	they	will	most	definitely	remember
that	you	cared.	A	Part	of	Conversation	Questions	for	the	ESL	Classroom.	Where	did	you	go	to	kindergarten?	Where	did	you	go	to	elementary	school?	Where	did	you	go	to	junior	high	school?	Where	did	you	go	to	high	school?	Did	you	go	to	college	or	university?Where	did	you	go?What	did	you	study?How	many	years	did	you	go?Did	you	work	while	you
went	there?	Did	you	enjoy	going	to	elementary	school?	Does	your	country	have	middle	schools?	What	is	the	age	that	children	begin	school?How	old	are	students	they	when	they	graduate?	Did	you	go	to	a	good	high	school?	What	do	you	remember	about	your	teachers?	Who	was	your	favorite	teacher?	What	teacher	impressed	you	the	most?	Do	you	still
stay	in	touch	with	your	teachers?	Did	you	have	any	teachers	you	didn't	like?	How	many	students	were	in	your	high	school?	Describe	the	students	who	attended	your	high	school.	Did	they	have	a	good	influence	on	you?	Did	they	make	your	childhood	and	teenage	years	harder	or	easier?	Were	there	cliques	in	your	high	school?	Were	there	gangs?	Did	you
make	friends	in	high	school	that	you	still	keep	in	touch	with?	What	subjects	were	you	good	at?	What	subjects	were	you	bad	at?	Did	you	study	a	foreign	language	in	school?	Was	it	taught	well?	Do	you	know	anyone	who	attended	a	private	school?	Do	private	schools	offer	higher	quality	education	or	are	they	just	prestigious?	Did	you	attend	college?	If	you
did,	what	made	you	decide	to	go	to	the	college	you	did?	Was	it	a	good	school?	How	many	students	attended	it?	How	many	students	were	in	your	biggest	class?	How	many	in	your	smallest	class?	Did	you	prefer	small	classes	or	big	classes?	Was	it	harder	to	study	in	college	than	in	high	school?	How	does	college	compare	to	high	school?	What	advice
would	you	give	a	high	school	student	who	is	about	to	go	to	college?	What	did	you	major	in?	Why	did	you	choose	the	major	you	did?	Did	you	live	in	a	dormitory	while	you	went	to	college?	Who	were	your	roommates?	Does	your	country	provide	a	good	public	school	system?	Does	your	country	have	good	public	universities?	If	not,	why	do	you	think	there
is	a	lack	of	funding	for	education	in	your	country?	What	realistic	changes	would	you	make	to	your	country's	attitude	toward	education?	What	role	do	you	think	human	capital	plays	in	the	development	of	countries?	How	many	years	did	you	attend	college?	Did	you	study	abroad?	Do	the	elite	in	your	country	attend	one	or	two	universities?	Do	elite
universities	help	or	harm	your	country?	Where	do	we	learn	the	skills	necessary	to	become	a	good	student	-	in	elementary,	middle	or	high	school?	What	are	the	skills	that	separate	good	students	from	bad	students?	Were	good	grades	important	to	you?	Did	teachers	grade	students	fairly?	Did	you	ever	feel	like	you	should	have	gotten	a	better	grade	then
you	did	in	a	class?	Did	you	procrastinate	studying?	Did	you	ever	pull	an	all	nighter?	Did	you	study	with	other	students?	Did	classmates	talk	to	each	other	much	before	or	after	class?	Did	you	skip	class	very	often?	Do	college	professors	give	students	syllabuses	at	the	beginning	of	term?	Were	you	clear	on	what	professors	expected	of	you?	Are	college
tuitions	reasonable	in	your	country?	Is	it	easy	to	get	scholarships	or	government	grants?	Are	there	good	colleges	in	your	country?	Do	many	people	in	your	country	study	abroad?	Are	there	any	subjects	you	wanted	to	study	but	they	weren't	available	at	your	school?	Are	women	encouraged	to	pursue	education?	Are	straight-A	students	smarter	than
others	or	just	better	at	memorizing	things?	Did	you	really	learn	in	school	or	did	you	just	memorize	information	and	pass	tests?	Do	you	know	anyone	who	does	not	know	how	to	read	or	write?	Do	you	think	teachers	are	paid	enough?	Do	you	think	teachers	are	well	educated?	Do	you	think	your	teachers	gave	too	much	homework?	How	much	homework
should	teachers	assign	students?	Did	you	ride	a	bus	or	walk	to	school?	Was	school	ever	canceled	for	a	day	when	you	were	a	child?	Do	you	think	it	is	easier	to	learn	as	a	child	or	as	an	adult?	Is	it	difficult	for	people	without	a	college	education	to	get	good	jobs	where	you	live?	Does	education	guarantee	a	good	job?	What	are	the	qualities	of	a	good
student?	What	are	the	qualities	of	a	good	teacher?	Why	do	you	think	people	become	teachers?	How	much	free	time	does	a	high	school	student	in	your	country	have?	Do	parents	home-school	their	children	in	your	country?	What	do	you	think	of	home	schooling?	Do	you	know	anyone	who	was	home	schooled?	Do	you	wish	you	had	been	home	schooled?
Are	teachers	the	only	ones	qualified	to	teach	children?	What	makes	someone	qualified	to	teach	children?	Can	parents	influence	their	children's	schools?	What	can	a	parent	do	if	he	or	she	disapproves	of	a	teacher's	decision?	Do	children	have	a	right	to	an	education?	Should	education	be	free?	Does	your	country	provide	a	good	public	school	system?
What	improvements	does	the	school	system	need?	Do	you	think	your	country	should	spend	more	money	on	schools?	If	a	school	gets	more	money,	will	the	quality	of	education	always	improve?	What	would	happen	if	public	schools	were	abolished?	Could	children	still	get	an	education?	Once	you	graduate	from	a	university	should	you	stop	learning?	What
are	some	ways	a	person	can	continue	to	learn?	Are	college	graduates	smarter	than	people	who	did	not	go	to	college?	Would	you	ever	vote	for	a	politician	who	did	not	attend	college?	Do	the	elite	in	your	country	attend	only	one	or	two	universities?	Do	elite	universities	help	or	harm	your	country?	What	realistic	changes	would	you	make	to	your	country's
attitude	toward	education?	Why	do	students	cheat	during	tests	and	exams?	How	do	they	cheat?	What	is	your	attitude	towards	cheating?	How	should	parents	react?	How	should	teachers	react?	Where	do	we	learn	the	skills	necessary	to	become	a	good	student	-	in	elementary,	middle	or	high	school?	Should	people	go	straight	from	school	to	a	university,
or	do	something	different?	What	is	a	"genius"?	Do	teachers	sometimes	teach	things	that	are	not	important?	Are	there	things	your	school	does	not	teach	that	you	think	it	should?	Are	school	uniforms	good	to	have?	Why	or	why	not?	Would	you	ever	want	to	learn	a	third	language?	How	important	is	curiosity	in	a	student?	Can	you	teach	someone	who	has
no	desire	to	learn?	What	do	you	think	about	a	gap	year,	is	this	something	you	would	consider?	Should	people	go	straight	from	school	to	University,	or	do	something	different?	Do	you	think	it	is	necessary	that	there	are	windows	in	the	classroom	to	provide	for	a	proper	learning	atmosphere?	What	do	you	wish	your	teachers	understood	about	you?	Do	you
think	a	person	can	become	a	genius,	or	are	they	just	born	that	way?	What	do	you	consider	to	be	a	"smart"	or	"slow"	person?	Are	things	your	school	teaches	that	you	think	are	not	important?	Are	school	uniforms	good	to	have?	Why/why	not?	Do	prefer	school	uniforms	or	casuals	better?	Would	you	ever	want	to	learn	a	third	language?	[To	be	"trilingual"]
What	do	you	consider	"hardworking"	or	'lazy"?	What	is	the	role	of	schools	in	society?	Do	you	enjoy	going	to	school?	If	so,	why	if	not	why?	What	does	your	education	mean	to	you?	What	do	you	think	the	advantages	and	disadvantages	of	state	and	private	schools	are?	What	would	you	do	if	you	saw	someone	with	a	gun	at	school?	Are	college	tuitions
reasonable?	Are	foreign	languages	part	of	the	curriculum?	If	so,	which	languages?	Are	most	schools	coeducational	in	your	country?	Are	there	any	subjects/classes	you	wanted	to	study	but	they	weren't	available	at	your	school/college?	Do	you	have	difficulty	with	school	work?	Do	you	think	teachers	are	paid	enough?	Do	you	think	your	school	is	a	good
one?	Why/why	not?	Do	you	think	your	teachers	give	too	much	homework?	Do	you	think	public	speaking	can	improve	your	english?	How	can	we	improve	our	classroom?	Why	English	is	hard	to	learn	at	university	level?	How	do	you	travel	to	school?	How	long	must	you	go	to	college	to	get	a	degree?	How	much	is	too	much	homework?	How	should	the
homework	load	be	managed?	If	you	have	not	attended	college,	do	you	plan	on	doing	so?	What	are	some	good	ways	to	learn	English?	What	are	some	important	factors	in	determining	which	college	to	attend?	What	classes	would	you	take?	What	do	you	study?	What's	your	major?	What	is	the	average	age	of	a	high	school	graduate?	What	is	your	favorite
class?	What	was	(or	is)	your	favorite	subject?	Why	do	you	like	it?	Who	selects	the	college	you	will	attend	--	you	or	your	parents?	Why	are	you	studying	a	foreign	language?	Why	is	it	helpful	to	learn	a	Second	language	?	Why	is	it	sometimes	very	difficult	to	speak	another	language?	Would	you	consider	studying	abroad?	Do	parents	home-school	their
children	in	your	country?What	do	you	think	of	home-schooling?Do	you	know	anyone	who	was	home-schooled?	Do	you	think	that	most	parents	influence	what	university	their	child	will	attend?	Once	you	graduate	from	a	university	should	you	stop	learning?What	are	some	ways	a	person	can	continue	to	learn?	Which	is	more	important,	the	essential	skills
in	life	you've	learned	to	develop	on	your	own	or	the	artificial	structure	in	college	about	the	"real"	life?	Which	high	schools	and	colleges	are	the	best	in	your	country?	Which	high	schools	and	colleges	are	not	so	good	in	your	country?	We	should	not	just	prepare	for	life,	but	live	it.	Do	you	agree?	What	kind	of	world	do	you	think	this	would	be	if	people
never	went	to	school?	Should	education	be	free?	Do	the	elite	in	your	country	attend	only	one	or	two	universities?	Do	your	children	attend	US	schools?	If	so,	how	do	their	schools	differ	from	those	your	children	attended	back	home?	Does	your	country	have	good	public	universities?	If	not,	why	do	you	think	there	is	a	lack	of	funding	for	education	in	your
country?	Why	do	students	cheat	during	tests	and	exams?	How	do	they	cheat?	What	is	your	attitude	towards	cheating?	What	are	the	dangers	of	cheating?	How	should	parents	react?	How	should	teachers	react?	What	is	the	role	of	school	and	decision	makers?	What	skills	separate	good	students	from	bad	students?	Should	people	go	straight	from	school
to	university,	or	do	something	different?	Do	you	think	a	person	can	become	a	genius,	or	are	they	just	born	that	way?	Are	things	that	your	school	teaches	you	that	you	think	are	not	important?	Do	prefer	school	uniforms	or	casuals	clothes	better?	If	you	can	think	of	another	good	question	for	this	list,	please	add	it.	of	these	questions	come	from	textbooks
Copyright	©	1982-2000	by	Charles	Kelly	&	Lawrence	Kelly	(Used	by	Permission)	Copyright	©	1997-2010	by	The	Internet	TESL	Journal	Do	you	want	your	students	to	be	excited	to	speak	with	you	in	English?	Do	you	want	to	make	sure	you	always	know	where	the	conversation	is	going	and	what	to	say	next?	You	need	engaging	content,	interesting
conversation	starters,	and	questions	that	really	reel	them	in.	This	list	of	150	ESL	conversation	starters	will	give	you	everything	you	need	to	make	sure	you	always	have	something	interesting	to	talk	about	and	never	run	out	of	things	to	say!	If	you	want	to	improve	your	student’s	speaking	ability,	you	need	to	master	the	art	of	conversation.	You	have	to
know	how	to	get	your	students	speaking,	move	the	conversation	forward,	provide	feedback	and	make	it	all	feel	natural.	You	also	need	engaging	topics,	and	that	is	where	this	guide	comes	in.	One	of	the	problems	that	can	face	a	teacher	is	knowing	what	to	talk	about.	What	do	you	do	when	you’ve	finished	talking	about	work,	the	weather	and	then	realize
that	only	5	minutes	have	passed!	This	guide	has	everything	you	need	to	make	sure	you	never	run	out	of	topics	and	most	importantly,	you	always	have	something	interesting	to	say.	It	is	a	good	idea	to	pick	a	particular	topic	for	a	class	(or	even	have	your	student	pick	if	you	want	more	engagement	from	them).	Once	you	have	that	topic,	then	move
through	the	questions,	trying	to	get	as	much	from	each	one	as	possible.		Browse	our	ESL	teacher	resources	section	for	more	tips	and	printable	lesson	materials.	Adults	and	teens	usually	know	more	about	advanced	topics	than	children	(politics,	religion,	etc.)	That	being	said,	knowing	more	on	these	topics	doesn’t	necessarily	translate	to	being	able	to
speak	about	these	things	easily	so	don’t	assume	they	can	do	everything.	Be	aware	of	your	student’s	level	and	be	prepared	to	reframe	a	question	if	they	are	struggling	to	understand.		Where	do	you	work?	Do	you	enjoy	your	job?	Do	you	use	English	for	your	job?	Tell	me	about	your	last	job.	What	do	you	think	is	the	most	difficult	job	in	the	world?	What	do
you	think	is	the	easiest	job	in	the	world?	Where	would	you	work	if	you	could	pick	any	job?	Would	you	still	work	if	you	won	the	lottery?	Do	you	think	robots	will	replace	all	the	jobs	in	the	future?	What	kind	of	job	should	have	the	highest	salary?	In	this	post,	you’ll	get	20	topics	and	activities	for	Business	English	lessons.	Do	you	listen	to	music?	When	did
you	start	listening	to	music?	Do	you	play	a	musical	instrument?	What	do	you	think	the	future	of	music	will	be	like?	If	you	could	meet	any	musician,	who	would	it	be?	Why	do	people	like	music?	If	you	could	erase	a	musical	genre,	which	would	it	be?	Do	you	think	musical	success	comes	from	working	hard	or	luck?	What	was	the	first	album	you	bought?
Have	you	ever	downloaded	music	illegally?	What	is	a	holiday?	Do	you	often	go	on	holiday?	Where	did	you	last	go	on	holiday?	Where	would	you	like	to	go	on	holiday	next?	Do	you	prefer	relaxing	or	having	an	adventure	on	your	holiday?	Is	it	weird	to	go	on	holiday	by	yourself?	What	is	the	best	food	you’ve	eaten	while	on	holiday?	Can	you	imagine	what
holidays	500	years	ago	were	like?	Would	you	like	to	go	on	holiday	to	space?	What	do	you	think	the	future	of	the	holidays	will	be	like?	What	is	technology?	What	do	you	think	of	when	you	hear	the	word	‘technology’?	How	has	technology	changed	in	the	past?	How	has	technology	changed	your	life?	Could	you	live	without	technology?	Find	the	full	list	of
technology	questions	here	To	engage	a	child	in	conversation,	you	have	to	enter	their	world.	What	is	fun	for	them?	What	do	they	like	to	do?	Using	words/phrases	like	“wow”,	“That	sounds	tasty”,	“Awesome”	can	show	you	are	listening	to	them	and	make	things	more	fun	which	will	get	them	saying	more!	Do	you	have	a	pet?	What	do	you	think	pets	do	in
the	day?	What	do	pets	eat?	Are	cats	better	or	dogs?	What	is	the	best	name	for	a	pet?	Would	you	like	a	pet	spider?	Would	you	like	to	be	an	animal?	Which	one?	Why	do	we	have	pets?	Do	you	prefer	cute	or	fun	pets?	What	is	the	best	present	for	a	pet?	Do	you	like	school?	What	is	your	favorite	subject?	What	is	your	least	favorite	subject?	Who	is	your
favorite	teacher?	Why	do	people	have	to	go	to	school?	Do	you	like	homework?	What	would	you	do	if	you	were	the	headteacher?	How	could	schools	be	more	fun?	How	long	are	the	summer	holidays?	Can	you	learn	and	have	fun	at	the	same	time?	What	is	your	favorite	movie?	Who	is	your	favorite	character?	Who	is	your	least	favorite	character?	Do	you
like	Disney	movies?	What	was	the	last	movie	you	saw	at	the	cinema?	How	often	do	you	watch	movies?	Do	you	wish	you	could	live	in	a	movie?	Why	do	you	watch	movies?	Do	you	prefer	reading	books	or	movies?	Do	you	watch	any	movies	in	English?	Keeping	the	topics	simple	for	beginners	is	a	must	at	the	start.	Talking	about	their	hobbies	and	family	can
help,	as	these	are	areas	they	may	have	already	experience	in	talking	about.	If	a	student	is	really	struggling,	then	giving	them	phrases	to	use	such	as	“I	like	…”	can	help	get	the	ball	rolling.	What	is	your	favorite	food?	Why	do	you	like	it?	Do	you	like	to	cook?	What	dishes	can	you	make?	What	foods	are	popular	in	your	country?	Do	you	prefer	eating	at
home	or	at	restaurants?	Why?	What	is	a	typical	breakfast	in	your	home?	Have	you	ever	tried	food	from	another	country?	Did	you	like	it?	Do	you	like	spicy	food?	What	spicy	dishes	have	you	tried?	What	foods	do	you	dislike?	Why	don’t	you	like	them?	What	is	a	traditional	holiday	food	in	your	culture?	If	you	could	only	eat	one	food	for	the	rest	of	your	life,
what	would	it	be?	What	do	you	like	to	do?	Do	you	do	any	sports?	What	types	of	movie	do	you	like?	Do	you	play	video	games?	What	do	you	usually	do	with	friends?	Is	learning	English	a	hobby	or	work?	Do	you	have	any	unusual	hobbies?	Do	you	have	enough	time	for	your	hobbies?	What	is	a	common	hobby?	What	do	you	think	is	a	boring	hobby?	Do	you
live	with	your	family?	How	many	people	are	in	your	family?	Are	you	close	with	your	family?	How	often	do	you	see	your	family?	What	do	you	do	with	your	family	when	you	see	them?	Is	your	family	important	to	you?	Which	is	more	important,	friends	or	family?	Who	is	the	weirdest	person	in	your	family?	Are	families	less	important	nowadays	than	in	the
past?	What	would	happen	if	we	didn’t	have	families?	Where	do	you	live?	What	is	there	to	do	in	your	city?	What	is	your	place	like?	What	is	your	neighbourhood	like?	Are	there	any	parks	near	where	you	live?	Have	you	ever	lived	elsewhere?	How	many	rooms	does	your	place	have?	If	you	moved,	where	would	you	like	to	live?	Would	you	prefer	to	live	in
the	city	or	country?	Would	you	like	to	live	abroad?	Use	information	gap	activities	to	help	your	students	practice	speaking:	read	our	guide.	Nobody	wants	to	speak	about	the	same	mundane	topics,	especially	if	they’re	an	advanced	student.	Being	able	to	mix	it	up	is	a	great	attribute	to	have	as	a	teacher.	Not	only	will	you	have	memorable	lessons	with
these	conversation	starters,	but	it	will	really	test	the	ability	of	the	students	to	think	about	topics	they	aren’t	used	to	(instead	of	rolling	off	easy	answers	about	familiar	topics.)	What’s	the	most	epic	fail	you’ve	ever	witnessed	in	person?	Have	you	ever	had	a	funny	cooking	fail?	What	happened,	and	how	did	it	turn	out?	What’s	the	most	hilarious	fashion	fail
you’ve	ever	seen	or	experienced?	Have	you	ever	had	a	technology	fail	at	the	worst	possible	moment?	What	was	the	situation,	and	how	did	you	handle	it?	What’s	the	funniest	sports	fail	you’ve	ever	seen,	either	in	person	or	online?	Have	you	ever	had	a	humorous	translation	fail	when	trying	to	communicate	in	a	foreign	language?	What	did	you	say,	and
what	did	you	mean	to	say?	What’s	the	most	amusing	autocorrect	fail	you’ve	ever	experienced	or	seen?	Have	you	ever	had	a	funny	fail	while	trying	to	impress	someone	you	liked?	What	happened,	and	how	did	they	react?	What’s	the	most	comical	pet	fail	you’ve	ever	witnessed	or	heard	about?	Have	you	ever	had	a	hilarious	DIY	or	home	improvement
fail?	What	went	wrong,	and	how	did	you	fix	it?	What	is	your	zombie	apocalypse	plan?	Who	would	you	take	with	you?	What	would	be	your	weapon	of	choice?	What	would	you	do	if	a	friend	got	bitten	by	a	zombie?	What	would	you	do	if	you	got	bitten	by	a	zombie?	What	food	would	you	take	with	you?	Do	you	think	governments	should	have	a	zombie
apocalypse	plan?	Do	you	think	everyone	should	have	a	zombie	apocalypse	plan?	Is	a	zombie	outbreak	a	likely	scenario?	Why	do	you	think	there	are	so	many	movies	and	TV	series	based	on	zombies?	If	you	could	have	a	superpower,	what	would	it	be?	What	do	you	think	is	the	weirdest	superpower	in	comic	books?	Are	some	superpowers	too	powerful?
Would	you	like	a	superpower	where	you	could	turn	things	into	gold	by	touching	them?	What	is	the	weakest	superpower	in	a	comic	book?	Have	we	already	seen	every	kind	of	superpower	possible	in	a	comic	book?	Are	there	some	people	in	the	real	world	that	have	superpowers?	(doctors	etc)	Would	you	like	a	superpower	where	you	could	turn	things	into
chocolate?	Would	it	be	better	to	be	super	strong	or	super	smart?	Would	you	like	the	power	to	travel	through	time?	If	you	were	granted	3	wishes,	what	would	they	be?	Is	wishing	for	more	wishes	cheating?	Should	there	be	any	other	rules	for	people	granted	wishes?	Have	you	seen	any	movies	with	a	magic	lamp?	Do	you	think	there	is	a	better	object	that
could	house	a	genie?	Why	are	we	interested	in	stories	of	people	having	wishes?	Have	any	of	your	wishes	come	true	in	real	life?	Do	you	make	a	wish	when	you	blow	out	the	candles	on	a	cake?	Is	it	bad	luck	to	tell	someone	what	your	wish	is	when	blowing	out	the	candles?	What	other	ways	do	people	make	wishes?	These	are	topics	that	you	need	to	be
careful	with	and	use	your	judgement	based	on	the	student’s	background.	You	need	to	wait	until	you	know	a	student	to	find	out	what	material	is	appropriate	for	them.	That	being	said,	If	used	correctly,	then	these	can	be	really	interesting	and	get	the	student	thinking	about	“real	issues”.		Do	you	think	social	media	has	had	a	positive	or	negative	impact
on	society?	Why?	Should	governments	have	the	right	to	monitor	citizens’	online	activities	for	security	purposes?	Is	technology	making	people	less	social	or	more	connected?	Do	you	believe	that	artificial	intelligence	will	eventually	take	over	many	human	jobs?	Should	parents	limit	their	children’s	screen	time	and	use	of	technology?	Is	online	privacy	a
fundamental	human	right,	or	should	people	accept	less	privacy	in	the	digital	age?	Do	you	think	technology	is	making	people	smarter	or	more	dependent	on	devices?	Should	schools	incorporate	more	technology	in	the	classroom,	or	focus	on	traditional	teaching	methods?	Is	the	rise	of	fake	news	and	misinformation	on	the	internet	a	serious	threat	to
democracy?	Do	the	benefits	of	technological	advancement	outweigh	the	potential	negative	consequences	for	society?	Find	more	questions	about	social	media	and	questions	about	technology	here.	What	do	you	think	about	the	death	penalty?	Do	you	know	which	countries	still	use	the	death	penalty?	Why	do	you	think	some	countries	use	the	death
penalty?	Do	you	know	of	any	famous	executions?	Should	the	death	penalty	be	outlawed?	If	we	removed	the	death	penalty	then	what	punishment	should	replace	it?	What	is	the	most	humane	form	of	execution?	What	would	your	“last	meal”	be?	Does	the	fear	of	the	death	penalty	reduce	crime?	How	has	execution	changed	over	the	years?	What	is
abortion?	Should	abortion	be	legal?	Why	do	you	think	some	people	are	“pro	choice”?	Why	do	you	think	some	people	are	“pro	life”?	What	do	you	think	of	abortion	in	cases	where	the	baby	was	conceived	due	to	rape?	What	do	you	think	of	abortion	in	cases	where	the	Mother’s	life	is	in	danger	(due	to	being	pregnant)?	Should	the	father	“get	a	say”	in	the
matter	of	abortion?	What	advice	would	you	give	to	a	family	member	who	was	thinking	of	getting	an	abortion?	Should	people	be	allowed	to	protest	against	abortion?	What	do	you	think	the	future	laws	on	abortion	will	be?	What	is	corruption?	Is	there	corruption	in	your	country?	Why	does	corruption	exist?	Would	you	consider	taking	a	bribe?	Would	you
consider	offering	a	bribe?	Are	some	types	of	corruption	better	than	others?	Which	countries	have	the	most	corruption?	Which	countries	have	the	least	corruption?	Are	there	any	stories	of	corruption	that	you	can	remember?	Is	it	possible	to	get	rid	of	corruption	entirely?	Get	a	list	of	110	“Would	you	rather”	questions	for	your	conversation	lessons.	Here
are	some	additional	tips	to	make	sure	your	students	are	getting	the	most	out	of	their	conversation	lessons	and	will	be	excited	about	coming	back	for	more.	Some	of	these	will	take	time	to	internalize	and	get	right	but	be	aware	of	them	and	experiment	to	get	them	just	right.	Don’t	feel	like	you	have	to	stick	rigidly	to	the	list	of	conversation	starters.	If	a
question	takes	you	down	a	different	conversational	thread	then	go	with	it.	The	important	thing	is	that	the	student	is	talking,	you	can	always	return	to	“the	script”	later.	Correcting	a	student	immediately	can	often	be	useful,	but	in	conversation,	it	can	really	kill	the	flow	as	well	as	a	student’s	confidence	if	done	too	often.	A	good	idea	is	to	make	notes	of
any	major	problems	and	then	mention	them	after	a	particular	section	instead.	On	top	of	this,	try	not	to	interrupt	a	student	once	they	are	speaking.	For	each	answer,	try	to	milk	everything	out	of	them	that	you	can	before	you	have	“your	turn	to	speak”.	As	well	as	the	frequency	of	correction,	consider	the	amount	being	corrected.	Don’t	feel	like	you	have
to	correct	EVERYTHING.	Especially	if	a	student	is	starting	out	and	is	a	bit	nervous.	Pick	a	few	problems	areas	and	focus	on	that,	if	you	mention	too	many	things	at	once	it	can	be	overwhelming	and	can	really	lower	a	student’s	confidence.	Be	strict	when	a	student	gives	you	short	answers.	If	a	student	gives	you	an	answer	like	“yes”	then	force	more	out
of	them	with	“yes…	because”	or	“no…	but”.	The	idea	is	to	get	them	using	the	language	more.	Try	to	inject	some	personality	when	using	these	ESL	conversation	topics.	It	should	feel	more	like	a	conversation	rather	than	a	robot	giving	an	interview.	Some	students	will	struggle	with	certain	subjects	as	they	just	don’t	know	enough	about	the	topic.	If	it’s	a
bit	of	a	challenge	then	push	through	but	if	they	can’t	even	talk	about	a	topic	in	their	native	language	then	it	may	be	an	idea	to	move	on	to	another	subject.	Allowing	a	student	to	pick	a	topic	can	be	a	great	way	of	engaging	them	more.	This	also	has	the	added	benefit	of	helping	a	younger	student	(such	as	a	teenager)	feel	more	empowered	as	they	can
make	their	own	decisions.	Get	18	statesman	tips	on	giving	great	conversation	for	teens	and	adults	in	this	post.	There	you	have	it!	All	you	need	to	make	sure	you	never	run	out	of	things	to	say.	Get	these	printed	out	as	your	go-to	cheat	sheets	and	bookmark	this	page	so	you	can	easily	come	back	to	them	for	future	classes.	Hopefully,	these	ESL
conversation	starters	and	questions	will	spark	your	own	ideas	for	topics	you	can	use	in	class.	If	you	are	teaching	one-to-one,	you	could	even	write	niche	topics	especially	for	that	student’s	interests	(e.g	skateboarding,	knitting	or	chess).	Remember,	match	the	topics	to	the	student’s	level,	keep	it	fun	and	once	they	start	talking	don’t	get	in	the	way!	This
article	presents	an	engaging	collection	of	50	ESL	conversation	questions	designed	for	high	school	students.	Each	question	stimulates	meaningful	discussions	while	encouraging	language	practice.	Topics	range	from	personal	interests	and	future	aspirations	to	social	issues	and	health.	Students	can	explore	their	views	on	friendship,	technology,	and
cultural	differences.	These	questions	facilitate	dialogue	and	improve	communication	skills.	By	checking	out	the	full	list,	one	can	discover	a	wealth	of	conversation	starters	that	inspire	deeper	interactions.	What	is	your	favorite	color?	My	favorite	color	is	blue	because	it	reminds	me	of	the	sky.	Do	you	have	any	pets?	Yes,	I	have	a	dog	named	Max.	What
do	you	like	to	do	after	school?	I	like	to	play	basketball	with	my	friends.	What	is	your	favorite	food?	My	favorite	food	is	pizza	because	it	is	delicious	and	fun	to	share.	Where	do	you	live?	I	live	in	a	small	town	near	the	beach.	What	is	your	favorite	season?	My	favorite	season	is	summer	because	I	love	going	to	the	beach.	What	do	you	want	to	be	when	you
grow	up?	I	want	to	be	a	teacher	because	I	like	helping	others	learn.	What	is	your	favorite	subject	in	school?	My	favorite	subject	is	science	because	I	enjoy	experiments.	Do	you	play	any	musical	instruments?	Yes,	I	play	the	guitar	and	I	am	learning	new	songs.	What	is	your	favorite	movie?	My	favorite	movie	is	“The	Lion	King”	because	it	has	great	music
and	a	good	story.	11.	What	hobbies	do	you	enjoy?	–	I	enjoy	painting	and	hiking	during	my	free	time.	12.	How	do	you	usually	celebrate	your	birthday?	–	I	usually	celebrate	with	a	party	and	invite	my	friends	over.	13.	What	kind	of	music	do	you	like?	–	I	like	pop	music	because	it	is	upbeat	and	makes	me	happy.	14.	What	is	a	tradition	in	your	culture?	–	In
my	culture,	we	celebrate	New	Year	with	fireworks	and	family	gatherings.	15.	How	do	you	stay	healthy?	–	I	stay	healthy	by	exercising	regularly	and	eating	fruits	and	vegetables.	16.	What	is	your	dream	vacation	destination?	–	My	dream	vacation	is	to	travel	to	Japan	to	see	the	cherry	blossoms.	17.	What	is	the	best	book	you	have	read?	–	The	best	book	I
have	read	is	“Harry	Potter”	because	it	is	magical	and	exciting.	18.	How	do	you	manage	your	time	for	studying?	–	I	make	a	schedule	and	set	specific	times	for	each	subject.	19.	What	skills	would	you	like	to	learn?	–	I	would	like	to	learn	how	to	cook	different	cuisines.	20.	What	is	your	favorite	way	to	communicate	with	friends?	–	I	prefer	texting	because	it
is	quick	and	easy.	21.	What	technology	do	you	use	daily?	–	I	use	my	smartphone	and	laptop	for	school	and	social	media.	22.	What	is	your	favorite	sport	to	watch?	–	My	favorite	sport	to	watch	is	soccer	because	it	is	exciting.	23.	Who	is	your	role	model?	–	My	role	model	is	my	mother	because	she	is	hardworking	and	kind.	24.	What	is	your	opinion	on
social	media?	–	I	think	social	media	is	useful	for	staying	connected	but	can	be	distracting.	25.	What	do	you	think	about	climate	change?	–	I	believe	climate	change	is	a	serious	issue	that	we	need	to	address	urgently.	26.	How	do	you	feel	about	group	projects?	–	I	enjoy	group	projects	because	we	can	share	ideas	and	learn	from	each	other.	27.	What	is
your	favorite	childhood	memory?	–	My	favorite	childhood	memory	is	going	to	the	amusement	park	with	my	family.	28.	How	do	you	prepare	for	exams?	–	I	review	my	notes,	take	practice	tests,	and	study	with	friends.	29.	What	are	your	goals	for	the	future?	–	My	goals	are	to	finish	school	and	go	to	university.	30.	What	do	you	think	is	the	most	important
quality	in	a	friend?	–	I	think	loyalty	is	the	most	important	quality	because	it	builds	trust.	31.	How	do	you	define	success?	–	I	define	success	as	achieving	personal	goals	and	finding	happiness.	32.	What	changes	would	you	like	to	see	in	your	community?	–	I	would	like	to	see	more	green	spaces	and	activities	for	young	people.	33.	How	does	your	culture
influence	your	identity?	–	My	culture	shapes	my	values	and	traditions,	which	are	important	to	me.	34.	What	role	does	education	play	in	society?	–	Education	is	crucial	for	personal	development	and	societal	progress.	35.	How	do	you	think	technology	affects	communication?	–	Technology	can	improve	communication	but	may	also	lead	to
misunderstandings.	36.	What	are	the	benefits	of	learning	a	second	language?	–	Learning	a	second	language	opens	up	job	opportunities	and	cultural	understanding.	37.	How	do	you	handle	stress	during	tough	times?	–	I	handle	stress	by	practicing	mindfulness	and	talking	to	friends.	38.	What	are	your	thoughts	on	global	issues	like	poverty?	–	I	believe
poverty	is	a	complex	issue	that	requires	collaboration	to	solve.	39.	How	can	individuals	contribute	to	environmental	protection?	–	Individuals	can	reduce	waste,	recycle,	and	support	sustainable	practices.	40.	What	impact	does	social	media	have	on	youth	today?	–	Social	media	can	influence	youth	positively	and	negatively,	affecting	self-esteem	and
relationships.	41.	How	would	you	describe	your	leadership	style?	–	I	would	describe	my	leadership	style	as	collaborative,	as	I	value	team	input.	42.	What	is	the	importance	of	cultural	exchange?	–	Cultural	exchange	fosters	understanding	and	respect	among	different	communities.	43.	How	do	you	envision	your	life	in	ten	years?	–	I	envision	myself
working	in	a	fulfilling	career	and	possibly	starting	a	family.	44.	What	challenges	do	you	think	young	people	face	today?	–	Young	people	face	challenges	like	mental	health	issues	and	job	market	competition.	45.	What	is	the	role	of	art	in	society?	–	Art	reflects	culture	and	can	inspire	change	and	provoke	thought.	46.	How	do	you	think	education	will
change	in	the	future?	–	I	think	education	will	become	more	personalized	and	technology-driven.	47.	What	is	your	perspective	on	globalization?	–	Globalization	has	benefits	like	increased	connectivity	but	can	also	lead	to	cultural	homogenization.	48.	How	do	you	approach	problem-solving?	–	I	approach	problem-solving	by	analyzing	the	issue	and
considering	various	solutions.	49.	What	is	the	significance	of	volunteering	in	your	community?	–	Volunteering	fosters	community	spirit	and	helps	those	in	need.	Conclusion	To	sum	up,	the	50	ESL	conversation	questions	for	high	school	students	serve	as	a	valuable	resource	for	fostering	meaningful	dialogue	and	enhancing	language	skills.	While	some
may	argue	that	conversation	topics	can	be	too	simplistic,	these	questions	encourage	deeper	thinking	and	personal	expression,	allowing	students	to	connect	their	experiences	with	language	learning.	By	embracing	these	discussions,	educators	can	create	an	inclusive	environment	that	not	only	builds	vocabulary	but	also	strengthens	interpersonal
relationships	among	students.
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