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Raccoons are often considered to be solitary, clever, and opportunistic mammals. While some people view them as cute and funny, others see them as a nuisance due to their tendency to rummage through garbage cans in search of food, especially after dusk. However, it's worth noting that raccoons can also be active during the day, which may seem
puzzling since they're typically nocturnal. ###ARTICLEraccoons are actually clever enough to scrounge up their own grub, so its best to just leave them be if you dont mind getting a few scraps from your trash cans. If a raccoon appears to be all messed up like it cant move or is walking around in circles; stumbling along without stability; or maybe
its being super aggressive or friendly for no reason at all then you gotta hit up local animal control ASAP. Raccoons are pretty wild animals that belong to the Carnivora order which is a big group of mammals including bears seals and weasels. There are more than 280 different kinds of mammals in this group and theyre known for being meat-eaters
mainly because of their strong teeth jaws and claws. With these tools they can rip flesh off other animals. They get most of there food from eating just meat but some also eat plant stuff like raccoons do. Since they will eat almost anything its no wonder we wonder if they are rodents or marsupials since theyre both wild cute animals that look a little
different. Rodents are pretty social and shy and dont fight much. Raccoons on the other hand are mostly alone so they can get into all sorts of mischief and are often mean to others. They belong in a group called Carnivora but not like dogs or cats do which is why we know that raccoons and felines are actually pretty similar because theyre both in the
same group. Rodents however are in a different group. Raccoons dont really have strong jaws like rodents do which explains why raccoons don’t eat mostly meat. Instead their teeth can chew through things like wood or pipes but not as good at cutting stuff as other animals can. Raccoons are pretty smart and adaptable animals that will eat whatever
they want depending on the time of year. They get like 30 percent of there diet from plants which makes them not really purely carnivores. Even though scientists put them in a group called Carnivora theyre more like omnivores so its all good. Raccoons also have a milk diet when they first come out because they belong to the class Mammalia. There
are different kinds of raccoons that belong to a group called Procyonidae which also includes coatis cacomistles olingos and ringtails. These guys are mostly omnivores and have skinny bodies with long tails. There is only three types of raccoons so its not like theyre super diverse or anything. Even though procyonids are supposed to be meat-eaters
they will still eat plants too which shows how adaptable they are. Raccoons cant be herbivores because they kill and eat other animals but sometimes they do eat plants so their diet is pretty varied. They dont really have strong carnassial teeth like some other carnivores do though. Raccoons have made themselves at home near human settlements,
with seemingly no fear of humans. Their ability to live in suburbs and cities has piqued people's interest, leading many to wonder about their climbing abilities. Despite being nocturnal animals, raccoons are often seen during the day, which sparks curiosity about whether they can scale trees or fences. Raccoons may look cute and cuddly, but they're
actually quite resourceful. With flexible and powerful bodies, they can easily climb up trees, fences, or even walls. Their ever-growing claws allow them to grip surfaces, making it relatively easy for them to ascend vertical structures like trees or uneven fences. However, smooth surfaces pose a challenge for raccoons, as they struggle to find traction.
Raccoons' hind legs are strong enough to lift them up treetops and other high surfaces. Not only can raccoons climb trees, but they can also scale concrete and other types of fences, often finding their way into chimneys and attics in the process. The material composition of a fence determines its navigability for raccoons; softer materials like soft
wood allow them to clutch and make holes, while rough and uneven surfaces are more easily climbed. Metal or unweathered metal sheet and glass, however, present too much resistance. Baby raccoons can climb fences as high as 5 inches, but full-grown raccoons can scale higher fences of over 8 inches in height. Raccoons' adaptability extends
beyond fences; they can scramble up brick, stone walls, wooden structures, and masonite siding with ease. However, their climbing abilities are hindered by smooth surfaces like vinyl siding. The strength of their front paws is further highlighted by the fact that raccoons can rotate 180 degrees and climb down trees or even bricks head-first.
Raccoons' ability to adapt to different seasons means they're active throughout the year, although they may enter a 'sleep-like' state known as Torpor during severe winter. This behavior is not truly hibernation but bears resemblance to it; when raccoons emerge from this state, they often lose 15-50% of their weight due to lack of food. Contrary to
popular belief, raccoons do not hibernate in the same way other animals do. Instead, they prefer to stay in their dens during intense cold days, slowing down their metabolism and conserving energy. This can last for up to a month. Despite being inactive during winter, raccoons are known to occasionally leave their dens to check weather conditions.
Raccoons' behavior is often misunderstood; while they may hunker down in the winter, it's not due to true hibernation. Instead, they're just conserving energy and waiting for better times to emerge and find food. Their efficiency as hunters means they can eat a wide variety of foodstuff throughout different seasons. Raccoons prepare for winter by
eating as much food as possible, often at the end of the year to build up fat reserves that will keep them warm during the cold months. In the spring and summer, they eat a lot of food to store it in their bodies as thick fat layers, which help insulate them from the cold. They also curl up in their dens to avoid the cold by wrapping their tails around
themselves. In extreme cold weather, raccoons' winter coats get thicker due to extra food intake. This coat layer traps body heat and prevents it from escaping, keeping them warm. While they don't truly hibernate like some other animals, raccoons do enter a state of deep sleep called Carnivorean Lethargy. During this time, raccoons won't wake up
as long as winter exists. However, they often check if the temperature is still cold enough to warrant their thick coat. When they wake up, they resume searching for food and seek shelter that provides warmth. This can lead to them becoming a nuisance in the winter, especially when they come out of their dens to search for food. If the den becomes
too cold, raccoons might venture out into warmer areas, such as backyards, attics, or even rooftops, by making holes through the structure. In harsh winters with limited food availability, raccoons become desperate and may cause significant damage to property in their quest for sustenance. Raccoons are skilled climbers, using their dexterous front
paws and bushy ringed tails to navigate uneven surfaces. As nocturnal mammals, they typically sleep during the day and come out at night, but may still venture out on extremely cold days. Female raccoons usually give birth to 2-4 kits (baby raccoons) after a two-month gestation period, which begins in January and continues until March. Males roam
around constantly during this time, seeking females and mating with them for about an hour per night. In some social groups, weak male raccoons also participate in mating. After birth, kits are blind and deaf but develop quickly, opening their eyes after 12-14 days and starting to hear soon after. They stay with their mother for about a year, learning
essential survival skills such as hunting and climbing through practice and guidance. Raccoons usually prefer living in wooded areas so they can quickly climb up trees whenever they feel danger approaching. Open terrain is not one of their favourite places to thrive due to this natural instinct. During winter, they search for warm shelters and spend
most of their time in their dens, going into a deep sleep called Torpor which is different from true hibernation. Since raccoons are rarely seen during daylight hours, it makes us wonder where do raccoons go during the day or perhaps more importantly, where do raccoons sleep or nest? As raccoons are nocturnal mammals, they are mostly active after
dawn and dusk. Even though they spend most of their daytime sleeping, some female raccoons may occasionally come out during the day in search of food. Where Do Raccoons Live During the Day? Raccoons usually live in mixed and deciduous forests but they are very adaptable animals and can adjust to almost any environment. This is why you will
find them living in coastal marshes, mountains and even urban settlements. You often see a sleeping raccoon within cracks of old trees because hollows within old oaks and under rocks are some of their preferred places for daytime sleep. They also use these old trees and rock crevices as winter denning spots. If they cannot find a place to den, they
may use dense vegetation and burrows of other animals like squirrels. Raccoons usually go to forests, woody plants and shrubbery during the day and night. Some common places where raccoons sleep and nest are rock clefts, small spaces under decks, homes or buildings that are no longer in use, barns, woods and abandoned nests and burrows of
other animals like squirrels. In warmer days, they find it convenient to sleep on open shelters. As winter sets in, raccoons search for warm and cozy places for sleeping and denning. This is why you will often see a raccoon rummaging through trash cans in your backyard, garage or crawl spaces under the deck. Raccoons usually nest in hollows of old
oak trees but sometimes they take up spring or summer residence on ground to avoid harsh cold winter. They may occasionally share their dens with other animals like skunks. Raccoons mostly occur in places where vertical structures are abundant because climbing up trees is easy for them and provides shelter as well as a place to hide from
predators. Bald eagles are opportunistic feeders and tend to prey on many different kinds of birds and animals but their main diet consists of various fish species which forms virtually 70 to 90 percent of their intake. Bald eagles like to eat salmon, catfish, shad, herring and trout but they also scavenge for carrion and catches of other animals and
raptorial birds. Bald eagles mostly prey on fish that are found in the Pacific Northwest region where they prefer to feed on salmon and trout. In southeast Alaska, bald eagles mainly prey on silver salmon, humpback salmon, red salmon and king salmon. They also prey on sand lance, candlefish and Pacific herring in other regions. Raccoons and Bald
Eagles: Unlikely Friends in Shared Habitats Bald eagles primarily feed on fish, accounting for 70-90% of their diet, with various species such as threadfin shad, silver bass, and gizzard shad being staples. In contrast, Florida's bald eagles prey on horned pout or brown bullhead, as well as other fish like long mullets, eels, and trout from the Ictaluridae
genus. While fish are the main course for these birds of prey, waterbirds make up a significant portion of their diet. Herons, grebes, gulls, egrets, alcids, geese, coots, and ducks are all on the menu. Raccoons, being opportunistic omnivores, are not typically considered a food source for bald eagles. However, they do share habitats in some areas,
which may lead to encounters between these species. Interestingly, raccoons have been introduced to various parts of the world beyond North America. In Europe and Asia, they have established populations, particularly in Germany and France. The German city of Kassel boasts one of the largest raccoon populations outside of North America. In
Canada, raccoons are widespread except for Labrador and Newfoundland. They inhabit a variety of habitats, including grasslands, tropical areas, urban settings, swamps, and forested areas. Their adaptability allows them to thrive in different environments, from prairies to farmlands. In contrast, bald eagles tend to focus on aquatic ecosystems. The
availability of food plays a significant role in determining raccoon populations. As human activity increases, so does the number of raccoons in an area. Bald eagles, on the other hand, are more focused on their primary prey sources, such as fish. Raccoons can inhabit areas with a high population density, often choosing urban environments due to
their adaptability to human presence. In North America, they have been spotted in various cities, including Toronto, Washington, Chicago, and Albuquerque, New Mexico. These mammals tend to avoid open terrain, instead opting for sheltered spots such as hollow trees, logs, and abandoned burrows. This preference stems from their natural behavior,
which involves seeking denning sites that provide protection from harsh weather conditions. The denning season typically occurs during the winter months, when temperatures drop, causing raccoons to seek out warmer and more secure habitats. In urban areas, these dens are often located in nearby forested regions, allowing the raccoons to easily
access food sources while remaining relatively safe. As nocturnal animals, raccoons spend most of their daytime hours resting in their dens, but some mother raccoons may venture out during the day to forage for additional nutrition to support their young. This behavior is crucial for the survival of the mother and her kits, as they require a constant
supply of food to sustain themselves.
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