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The	California	Young	Reader	Medal	(CYRM)	program	encourages	recreational	reading	of	popular	literature	among	the	young	people	of	our	state.	Since	its	The	California	Young	Reader	Medal	(CYRM)	program	encourages	recreational	reading	of	popular	literature	among	the	young	people	of	our	state.	Since	its	inception	in	1974,	millions	of	California
children	have	nominated,	read,	and	voted	for	the	winners	of	the	California	Young	Reader	Medal.Primary	(Grades	K-2)Intermediate	(Grades	3-5)	Middle	School/Junior	High	(Grades	6-8)Young	Adult	(Grades	9-12)Picture	Books	for	Older	Readers	(Grades	4	and	up)website:	...	...more	I	Must	Betray	You	by	4.40	avg	rating	—	89,990	ratings	California	Young
Readers	Medal	for	Young	Adult	(2025)	The	Blackbird	Girls	by	4.42	avg	rating	—	8,859	ratings	California	Young	Readers	Medal	for	Middle	School/Junior	High	(2025)	New	from	Here	by	4.29	avg	rating	—	4,450	ratings	California	Young	Readers	Medal	for	Intermediate	(2025)	The	Gardener	of	Alcatraz:	A	True	Story	by	4.40	avg	rating	—	382	ratings
California	Young	Readers	Medal	for	Picture	Books	for	Older	Readers	(2025)	Are	You	a	Cheeseburger?	by	4.13	avg	rating	—	1,006	ratings	California	Young	Readers	Medal	for	Primary	(2025)	Chez	Bob	(Chez	Bob,	1)	by	4.28	avg	rating	—	1,701	ratings	California	Young	Readers	Medal	for	Primary	(2024)	The	Elephants	Come	Home:	A	True	Story	of	Seven
Elephants,	Two	People,	and	One	Extraordinary	Friendship	by	4.59	avg	rating	—	464	ratings	California	Young	Readers	Medal	for	Picture	Books	for	Older	Readers	(2024)	Across	the	Desert	by	4.23	avg	rating	—	3,312	ratings	California	Young	Readers	Medal	for	Intermediate	(2024)	Alone	by	4.14	avg	rating	—	18,105	ratings	California	Young	Readers
Medal	for	Middle	School/Junior	High	(2024)	I'm	Not	Dying	with	You	Tonight	by	3.68	avg	rating	—	21,679	ratings	California	Young	Readers	Medal	for	Young	Adult	(2024)	We	Don't	Eat	Our	Classmates	(Penelope	Rex,	#1)	by	4.51	avg	rating	—	11,323	ratings	California	Young	Readers	Medal	for	Primary	(2023)	This	Way,	Charlie	by	4.48	avg	rating	—	935
ratings	California	Young	Readers	Medal	for	Picture	Books	for	Older	Readers	(2023)	The	Lion	of	Mars	by	4.07	avg	rating	—	5,770	ratings	California	Young	Readers	Medal	for	Intermediate	(2023)	Winterhouse	(Winterhouse,	#1)	by	3.94	avg	rating	—	12,103	ratings	California	Young	Readers	Medal	for	Middle	School/Junior	High	(2023)	With	the	Fire	on
High	by	4.17	avg	rating	—	88,443	ratings	California	Young	Readers	Medal	for	Young	Adult	(2023)	Drawn	Together	by	4.41	avg	rating	—	6,132	ratings	California	Young	Readers	Medal	for	Primary	(2022)	The	Remarkable	Journey	of	Coyote	Sunrise	(Coyote	Sunrise	#1)	by	4.45	avg	rating	—	30,463	ratings	California	Young	Readers	Medal	for
Intermediate	(2022)	The	Jigsaw	Jungle	by	3.71	avg	rating	—	756	ratings	California	Young	Readers	Medal	for	Middle	School/Junior	High	(2022)	The	Fountains	of	Silence	by	4.31	avg	rating	—	78,080	ratings	California	Young	Readers	Medal	for	Young	Adult	(2022)	The	Skydiving	Beavers:	A	True	Tale:	A	True	Tale	by	4.15	avg	rating	—	151	ratings
California	Young	Readers	Medal	for	Picture	Books	for	Older	Readers	(2022)	Poor	Louie	by	4.33	avg	rating	—	703	ratings	California	Young	Readers	Medal	for	Primary	(2021)	Restart	by	4.18	avg	rating	—	47,025	ratings	California	Young	Readers	Medal	for	Intermediate	(2021)	Lily	and	Dunkin	by	4.21	avg	rating	—	8,286	ratings	California	Young	Readers
Medal	for	Middle	School/Junior	High	(2021)	All	We	Have	Left	by	4.31	avg	rating	—	4,767	ratings	California	Young	Readers	Medal	for	Young	Adult	(2021)	Sergeant	Reckless:	The	True	Story	of	the	Little	Horse	Who	Became	a	Hero	by	4.45	avg	rating	—	987	ratings	California	Young	Readers	Medal	for	Picture	Books	for	Older	Readers	(2021)	The	Legend
of	Rock	Paper	Scissors	by	4.33	avg	rating	—	7,864	ratings	California	Young	Readers	Medal	for	Primary	(2020)	Her	Right	Foot	by	4.30	avg	rating	—	3,870	ratings	California	Young	Readers	Medal	for	Picture	Books	for	Older	Readers	(2020)	The	War	I	Finally	Won	(The	War	That	Saved	My	Life,	#2)	by	4.48	avg	rating	—	45,040	ratings	California	Young
Readers	Medal	for	Intermediate	(2020)	Refugee	by	4.37	avg	rating	—	77,767	ratings	California	Young	Readers	Medal	for	Middle	School/Junior	High	(2020)	Scythe	(Arc	of	a	Scythe,	#1)	by	4.32	avg	rating	—	383,371	ratings	California	Young	Readers	Medal	for	Young	Adult	(2020)	«	previous	1	2	3	4	5	6	7	8	9	…	24	25	next	»	How	to	Eat	Fried	Worms	by
Thomas	Rockwell	will	be	the	perfect	book	to	inspire	even	your	most	reluctant	readers!	Every	page	contains	so	much	adventure	and	excitement	that	students	will	never	want	to	put	the	book	down.	This	novel	works	great	as	a	whole-class	novel	study,	as	a	read-aloud	for	younger	learners,	or	in	a	literature	circle.	The	second	students	see	this	book,	they
will	wonder	What	is	How	to	Eat	Fried	Worms	about?	Surely,	it	cannot	mean	eating	worms!	They	will	be	in	for	the	biggest	shock	when	they	see	the	plot	summary	actually	talks	about	eating	worms.		Readers	will	instantly	make	connections	with	the	characters	in	How	to	Eat	Fried	Worms.	Some	will	connect	with	Billy,	the	crazy	daredevil.	Others	will
connect	with	Alan,	the	supportive	best	friend	who	loves	to	add	to	Billy’s	crazy	ideas.		Billy	is	never	one	to	turn	down	a	dare,	no	matter	the	setting	or	situation.	So,	people	are	always	trying	to	come	up	with	the	craziest	idea.	While	Billy	has	always	completed	his	dares,	he	may	have	bitten	off	more	than	he	can	chew.	This	is	in	the	form	of	eating	fifteen
worms	in	fifteen	days!	If	Billy	wins,	Alan	has	to	pay	him	fifty	dollars.	There	are	no	concerns	over	eating	a	measly	fifteen	worms.	In	Billy’s	mind,	he	is	already	dreaming	of	buying	a	used	minibike.		When	Billy	starts	to	eat	the	worms,	Alan	is	shocked.	Billy	uses	mustard,	ketchup,	salt,	pepper,	sugar,	and	lemon	to	disguise	the	taste.	Alan	cannot	believe
this	works!	As	gross	as	this	dare	is,	Billy	ends	up	hooked	on	eating	juicy	worms!		Since	Alan	does	not	want	to	lose	fifty	dollars,	he	is	busy	finding	schemes	to	make	Billy	lose	the	bet.	Readers	will	love	seeing	how	this	bet	goes	during	each	chapter.		This	book	has	144	pages.	It	is	a	Guided	Reading	Level	R	with	a	Lexile	score	of	560L.	Age	appropriate	for
fourth	and	fifth	graders,	the	book	grade	level	works	well	for	students	in	grades	3-6.		Whether	using	this	book	in	book	clubs	or	as	a	novel	study,	it	is	perfect	for	all	readers!	The	character	who	loves	to	do	crazy	dares	will	draw	even	the	most	reluctant	readers	in.	Students	who	already	enjoy	reading	will	love	to	see	the	friendship	between	Billy	and	Alan
while	following	all	the	adventures.	All	readers	will	be	on	the	edge	of	their	seats	while	waiting	to	see	what	Billy	does	next.		If	students	are	too	young	to	read	this	book	independently,	do	not	let	that	stop	them	from	hearing	this	incredible	story.	It	works	great	as	a	read-aloud.	The	class	can	stop	along	the	way	and	make	predictions	on	whether	or	not	Billy
will	be	able	to	accomplish	all	of	his	dares!	Additionally,	readers	will	love	to	share	what	they	think	of	Billy’s	worm	toppings.		Students	love	to	watch	movies!	Luckily,	there	is	a	How	to	Eat	Fried	Worms	movie!	All	your	readers	will	be	excited	to	see	the	book	come	to	life	in	their	minds	and	on	the	screen.		This	three-week	How	to	Eat	Fried	Worms	novel
study	unit	is	available	in	print	and	digital	formats.	The	unit	guide	breaks	the	book	into	15	sections.	Each	day’s	work	covers	2-3	chapters	of	the	text	and	includes	a	standards-aligned	comprehension	activity	and	vocabulary.	Here’s	more	about	what	you’ll	find	inside:	Print	&	digital	instructional	guides	with	daily	comprehension	skill,	objectives,	key	Tier	2
&	text-based	vocabulary,	and	tips	for	using	both	versionsComprehension	trifolds	(provided	in	color	and	black	&	white)Reader’s	notebook	comprehension	prompts	(matching	trifolds)Word	of	the	Day	text-based	vocabulary	flipbooksVocabulary	word	wall	cardsTrifold	answer	keys	for	easy	gradingAccess	to	the	Google	Slides	version	of	the	daily
assignments	for	use	in	digital	classrooms	I	targeted	the	comprehension	skills	based	on	areas	where	students	commonly	need	more	consistent	practice	–	this	is	why	you’ll	see	higher-level	comprehension	practice	consistently	included.	Once	I	had	a	list	of	skills	I	hoped	to	cover,	I	carefully	aligned	them	with	the	details	and	plotline	of	How	to	Eat	Fried
Worms.	As	a	result,	this	novel	study	is	both	rigorous	and	engaging	for	learners!	Some	of	the	skills	addressed	in	this	novel	study	include:	SummaryCiting	text	to	respond	to	literatureCause	&	effect	Problem	and	solutionIdentifying	character	traitsCharacter	development	How	to	Eat	Fried	Worms	Unit:	Differentiated	Teaching	Shop	|	Teachers	Pay
Teachers	Daily	lessons	target	one	comprehension	skill,	letting	learners	focus	on	quality	rather	than	quantity	when	responding	to	literature.	Many	novel	units	include	lists	of	basic	comprehension	questions	completed	daily.	You	won’t	find	that	here!	This	no-fluff	format	ensures	your	students	understand	and	can	apply	their	knowledge	to	How	to	Eat
Fried	Worms	and	other	texts	they	read.	The	goal	is	to	get	students	to	think	rather	than	just	regurgitate	the	text.	This	novel	study	is	provided	in	two	formats	–	print	&	digital.	The	digital	version	of	the	novel	study	is	perfect	for	use	as	part	of	distance	or	home	learning,	and	it	can	easily	be	shared	with	students	via	Google	Classroom.	The	printable	version
includes	the	same	material	but	in	a	paper-saving	print	format.	This	version	requires	under	10	minutes	to	prepare	and	is	designed	to	be	approachable	to	struggling	and	reluctant	learners	while	maintaining	the	interest	of	your	on-level	and	advanced	learners.	Here’s	a	bit	more	about	what	you’ll	find	in	the	printable	version	of	this	novel	study:	How	to	Eat
Fried	Worms	Unit:	Differentiated	Teaching	Shop	|	Teachers	Pay	Teachers	The	printable	novel	study	format	provides	comprehension	prompts	in	two	formats.	I	chose	these	formats	to	help	you	differentiate	and	meet	your	learners’	needs.	Here’s	an	overview	of	each	of	the	comprehension	response	formats:	The	trifold	format	was	the	original	design	for
this	novel	study.	You	can	cover	a	week	of	comprehension	with	each	foldable.	Plus,	you’ll	only	be	using	only	one	piece	of	paper.	Students	respond	to	a	targeted	question	daily	that	focuses	the	day’s	reading	on	a	single	comprehension	skill.	From	the	student	perspective,	the	benefit	of	the	trifold	is	that	it	is	extremely	approachable.	Each	day’s	work	only
takes	up	a	third	of	the	page,	which	keeps	reluctant	writers	from	shutting	down.	You’ll	find	it	easy	to	collect	and	grade	if	you’re	in	the	classroom.	Many	students	use	the	trifold	as	a	bookmark,	helping	prevent	missing	papers.	Homeschool	families	love	the	low-prep	format,	too!	Learn	more	about	the	benefits	of	the	trifold	format.	The	Reader’s	Notebook
prompts	are	perfect	for	advanced	students	who	provide	more	in-depth	analysis	and	struggling	writers	who	may	need	more	space	to	write	their	responses.	For	advanced	readers,	the	notebook	prompts	can	generate	a	longer,	more	detailed	response	to	the	daily	prompt.	This	pushes	the	students	to	analyze	and	defend	their	answers.	How	to	Eat	Fried
Worms	Unit:	Differentiated	Teaching	Shop	|	Teachers	Pay	Teachers	However,	students	with	dyslexia,	dysgraphia,	or	fine	motor	issues	often	prefer	to	use	cut-and-paste	prompts.	Glue	them	onto	specialized	paper	or	into	a	notebook.	This	can	give	students	with	large	handwriting	more	room	to	respond.	Regardless	of	the	format	selected,	the	prompt	is
the	same,	so	you	can	easily	have	some	students	working	on	the	trifolds	while	others	use	the	notebook	prompts.	The	instructional	guide	includes	over	50	academic	vocabulary	words	your	students	should	be	familiar	with	through	instruction.	These	include	general	academic	vocabulary	and	skill-specific	vocabulary.	Teach	academic	vocabulary	explicitly
and	within	context.	Struggling	learners	often	lack	the	vocabulary	essential	to	perform	well	in	school	and	on	standardized	assessments,	so	this	is	easy	to	incorporate	this	into	your	regular	instructional	practices.		Click	here	to	learn	more	about	why	academic	vocabulary	is	important.	Here	is	a	small	sample	of	the	academic	vocabulary	you’ll	find	included
in	this	novel	study:	main	ideasummaryplotgenerate	evaluatecauseeffectpredict	Text-based	Vocabulary	In	addition	to	the	Tier	2	vocabulary,	each	lesson	includes	a	text-based	vocabulary	word	found	within	the	day’s	reading.	Some	of	the	vocabulary	words	included	in	this	literature	guide	are:	furtivelyclamberingapoplecticallydiscernable	Teach	these
words	using	the	included	flipbook	format.	Designed	to	conserve	copies,	the	flipbooks	use	a	half-piece	of	paper	per	week.	The	Word	of	the	Day	Flip	Book	is	designed	for	use	in	interactive	reading	journals.	To	use	the	flipbooks,	cut	around	the	outer	edge,	cut	the	tabs,	and	glue	them	into	their	notebook.	Leave	the	flaps	unglued	so	that	they	can	be	lifted.
This	allows	students	to	write	under	them.	Depending	on	your	students,	you	can	have	them	define	the	day’s	word	or	generate	a	list	of	synonyms	and	antonyms.	You	can	even	have	students	draw	a	picture	of	the	meaning.	How	to	Eat	Fried	Worms	Unit:	Differentiated	Teaching	Shop	|	Teachers	Pay	Teachers	How	to	Eat	Fried	Worms	by	Thomas	Rockwell
is	full	of	laughter,	adventure,	and	crazy	antics!	All	your	students	will	love	this	book	and	the	crazy	ideas	Billy	and	Alan	come	up	with.		If	you’re	ready	to	teach	your	next	book	unit	with	How	To	Eat	Fried	Worms,	grab	the	novel	study	from	my	shop	by	clicking	the	link	below.	How	to	Eat	Fried	Worms	by	Thomas	Rockwell	will	be	the	perfect	book	to	inspire
even	your	most	reluctant	readers!	Every	page	contains	so	much	adventure	and	excitement	that	students	will	never	want	to	put	the	book	down.	This	novel	works	great	as	a	whole-class	novel	study,	as	a	read-aloud	for	younger	learners,	or	in	a	literature	circle.	The	second	students	see	this	book,	they	will	wonder	What	is	How	to	Eat	Fried	Worms	about?
Surely,	it	cannot	mean	eating	worms!	They	will	be	in	for	the	biggest	shock	when	they	see	the	plot	summary	actually	talks	about	eating	worms.		Readers	will	instantly	make	connections	with	the	characters	in	How	to	Eat	Fried	Worms.	Some	will	connect	with	Billy,	the	crazy	daredevil.	Others	will	connect	with	Alan,	the	supportive	best	friend	who	loves
to	add	to	Billy’s	crazy	ideas.		Billy	is	never	one	to	turn	down	a	dare,	no	matter	the	setting	or	situation.	So,	people	are	always	trying	to	come	up	with	the	craziest	idea.	While	Billy	has	always	completed	his	dares,	he	may	have	bitten	off	more	than	he	can	chew.	This	is	in	the	form	of	eating	fifteen	worms	in	fifteen	days!	If	Billy	wins,	Alan	has	to	pay	him
fifty	dollars.	There	are	no	concerns	over	eating	a	measly	fifteen	worms.	In	Billy’s	mind,	he	is	already	dreaming	of	buying	a	used	minibike.		When	Billy	starts	to	eat	the	worms,	Alan	is	shocked.	Billy	uses	mustard,	ketchup,	salt,	pepper,	sugar,	and	lemon	to	disguise	the	taste.	Alan	cannot	believe	this	works!	As	gross	as	this	dare	is,	Billy	ends	up	hooked	on
eating	juicy	worms!		Since	Alan	does	not	want	to	lose	fifty	dollars,	he	is	busy	finding	schemes	to	make	Billy	lose	the	bet.	Readers	will	love	seeing	how	this	bet	goes	during	each	chapter.		This	book	has	144	pages.	It	is	a	Guided	Reading	Level	R	with	a	Lexile	score	of	560L.	Age	appropriate	for	fourth	and	fifth	graders,	the	book	grade	level	works	well	for
students	in	grades	3-6.		Whether	using	this	book	in	book	clubs	or	as	a	novel	study,	it	is	perfect	for	all	readers!	The	character	who	loves	to	do	crazy	dares	will	draw	even	the	most	reluctant	readers	in.	Students	who	already	enjoy	reading	will	love	to	see	the	friendship	between	Billy	and	Alan	while	following	all	the	adventures.	All	readers	will	be	on	the
edge	of	their	seats	while	waiting	to	see	what	Billy	does	next.		If	students	are	too	young	to	read	this	book	independently,	do	not	let	that	stop	them	from	hearing	this	incredible	story.	It	works	great	as	a	read-aloud.	The	class	can	stop	along	the	way	and	make	predictions	on	whether	or	not	Billy	will	be	able	to	accomplish	all	of	his	dares!	Additionally,
readers	will	love	to	share	what	they	think	of	Billy’s	worm	toppings.		Students	love	to	watch	movies!	Luckily,	there	is	a	How	to	Eat	Fried	Worms	movie!	All	your	readers	will	be	excited	to	see	the	book	come	to	life	in	their	minds	and	on	the	screen.		This	three-week	How	to	Eat	Fried	Worms	novel	study	unit	is	available	in	print	and	digital	formats.	The	unit
guide	breaks	the	book	into	15	sections.	Each	day’s	work	covers	2-3	chapters	of	the	text	and	includes	a	standards-aligned	comprehension	activity	and	vocabulary.	Here’s	more	about	what	you’ll	find	inside:	Print	&	digital	instructional	guides	with	daily	comprehension	skill,	objectives,	key	Tier	2	&	text-based	vocabulary,	and	tips	for	using	both
versionsComprehension	trifolds	(provided	in	color	and	black	&	white)Reader’s	notebook	comprehension	prompts	(matching	trifolds)Word	of	the	Day	text-based	vocabulary	flipbooksVocabulary	word	wall	cardsTrifold	answer	keys	for	easy	gradingAccess	to	the	Google	Slides	version	of	the	daily	assignments	for	use	in	digital	classrooms	I	targeted	the
comprehension	skills	based	on	areas	where	students	commonly	need	more	consistent	practice	–	this	is	why	you’ll	see	higher-level	comprehension	practice	consistently	included.	Once	I	had	a	list	of	skills	I	hoped	to	cover,	I	carefully	aligned	them	with	the	details	and	plotline	of	How	to	Eat	Fried	Worms.	As	a	result,	this	novel	study	is	both	rigorous	and
engaging	for	learners!	Some	of	the	skills	addressed	in	this	novel	study	include:	SummaryCiting	text	to	respond	to	literatureCause	&	effect	Problem	and	solutionIdentifying	character	traitsCharacter	development	How	to	Eat	Fried	Worms	Unit:	Differentiated	Teaching	Shop	|	Teachers	Pay	Teachers	Daily	lessons	target	one	comprehension	skill,	letting
learners	focus	on	quality	rather	than	quantity	when	responding	to	literature.	Many	novel	units	include	lists	of	basic	comprehension	questions	completed	daily.	You	won’t	find	that	here!	This	no-fluff	format	ensures	your	students	understand	and	can	apply	their	knowledge	to	How	to	Eat	Fried	Worms	and	other	texts	they	read.	The	goal	is	to	get	students
to	think	rather	than	just	regurgitate	the	text.	This	novel	study	is	provided	in	two	formats	–	print	&	digital.	The	digital	version	of	the	novel	study	is	perfect	for	use	as	part	of	distance	or	home	learning,	and	it	can	easily	be	shared	with	students	via	Google	Classroom.	The	printable	version	includes	the	same	material	but	in	a	paper-saving	print	format.	This
version	requires	under	10	minutes	to	prepare	and	is	designed	to	be	approachable	to	struggling	and	reluctant	learners	while	maintaining	the	interest	of	your	on-level	and	advanced	learners.	Here’s	a	bit	more	about	what	you’ll	find	in	the	printable	version	of	this	novel	study:	How	to	Eat	Fried	Worms	Unit:	Differentiated	Teaching	Shop	|	Teachers	Pay
Teachers	The	printable	novel	study	format	provides	comprehension	prompts	in	two	formats.	I	chose	these	formats	to	help	you	differentiate	and	meet	your	learners’	needs.	Here’s	an	overview	of	each	of	the	comprehension	response	formats:	The	trifold	format	was	the	original	design	for	this	novel	study.	You	can	cover	a	week	of	comprehension	with
each	foldable.	Plus,	you’ll	only	be	using	only	one	piece	of	paper.	Students	respond	to	a	targeted	question	daily	that	focuses	the	day’s	reading	on	a	single	comprehension	skill.	From	the	student	perspective,	the	benefit	of	the	trifold	is	that	it	is	extremely	approachable.	Each	day’s	work	only	takes	up	a	third	of	the	page,	which	keeps	reluctant	writers	from
shutting	down.	You’ll	find	it	easy	to	collect	and	grade	if	you’re	in	the	classroom.	Many	students	use	the	trifold	as	a	bookmark,	helping	prevent	missing	papers.	Homeschool	families	love	the	low-prep	format,	too!	Learn	more	about	the	benefits	of	the	trifold	format.	The	Reader’s	Notebook	prompts	are	perfect	for	advanced	students	who	provide	more	in-
depth	analysis	and	struggling	writers	who	may	need	more	space	to	write	their	responses.	For	advanced	readers,	the	notebook	prompts	can	generate	a	longer,	more	detailed	response	to	the	daily	prompt.	This	pushes	the	students	to	analyze	and	defend	their	answers.	How	to	Eat	Fried	Worms	Unit:	Differentiated	Teaching	Shop	|	Teachers	Pay	Teachers
However,	students	with	dyslexia,	dysgraphia,	or	fine	motor	issues	often	prefer	to	use	cut-and-paste	prompts.	Glue	them	onto	specialized	paper	or	into	a	notebook.	This	can	give	students	with	large	handwriting	more	room	to	respond.	Regardless	of	the	format	selected,	the	prompt	is	the	same,	so	you	can	easily	have	some	students	working	on	the	trifolds
while	others	use	the	notebook	prompts.	The	instructional	guide	includes	over	50	academic	vocabulary	words	your	students	should	be	familiar	with	through	instruction.	These	include	general	academic	vocabulary	and	skill-specific	vocabulary.	Teach	academic	vocabulary	explicitly	and	within	context.	Struggling	learners	often	lack	the	vocabulary
essential	to	perform	well	in	school	and	on	standardized	assessments,	so	this	is	easy	to	incorporate	this	into	your	regular	instructional	practices.		Click	here	to	learn	more	about	why	academic	vocabulary	is	important.	Here	is	a	small	sample	of	the	academic	vocabulary	you’ll	find	included	in	this	novel	study:	main	ideasummaryplotgenerate
evaluatecauseeffectpredict	Text-based	Vocabulary	In	addition	to	the	Tier	2	vocabulary,	each	lesson	includes	a	text-based	vocabulary	word	found	within	the	day’s	reading.	Some	of	the	vocabulary	words	included	in	this	literature	guide	are:	furtivelyclamberingapoplecticallydiscernable	Teach	these	words	using	the	included	flipbook	format.	Designed	to
conserve	copies,	the	flipbooks	use	a	half-piece	of	paper	per	week.	The	Word	of	the	Day	Flip	Book	is	designed	for	use	in	interactive	reading	journals.	To	use	the	flipbooks,	cut	around	the	outer	edge,	cut	the	tabs,	and	glue	them	into	their	notebook.	Leave	the	flaps	unglued	so	that	they	can	be	lifted.	This	allows	students	to	write	under	them.	Depending	on
your	students,	you	can	have	them	define	the	day’s	word	or	generate	a	list	of	synonyms	and	antonyms.	You	can	even	have	students	draw	a	picture	of	the	meaning.	How	to	Eat	Fried	Worms	Unit:	Differentiated	Teaching	Shop	|	Teachers	Pay	Teachers	How	to	Eat	Fried	Worms	by	Thomas	Rockwell	is	full	of	laughter,	adventure,	and	crazy	antics!	All	your
students	will	love	this	book	and	the	crazy	ideas	Billy	and	Alan	come	up	with.		If	you’re	ready	to	teach	your	next	book	unit	with	How	To	Eat	Fried	Worms,	grab	the	novel	study	from	my	shop	by	clicking	the	link	below.	People	are	always	daring	Billy	to	do	zany	things.	…	1973	children's	book	by	Thomas	Rockwell	For	the	film	based	on	the	book,	see	How	to
Eat	Fried	Worms	(film).	This	article	needs	additional	citations	for	verification.	Please	help	improve	this	article	by	adding	citations	to	reliable	sources.	Unsourced	material	may	be	challenged	and	removed.Find	sources:	"How	to	Eat	Fried	Worms"	–	news	·	newspapers	·	books	·	scholar	·	JSTOR	(October	2015)	(Learn	how	and	when	to	remove	this
message)	How	to	Eat	Fried	Worms	First	edition	coverAuthorThomas	RockwellIllustratorEmily	McCullyLanguageEnglishSeriesChildren's	novelPublisherFranklin	WattsPublication	date1973Media	typePrintPages115Followed	byHow	to	Fight	a	Girl		How	to	Eat	Fried	Worms	is	a	children's	book	written	by	Thomas	Rockwell,	first	published	in	1973.	The
novel's	plot	involves	a	boy	eating	worms	as	part	of	a	bet.	It	has	been	the	frequent	target	of	censors	and	appears	on	the	American	Library	Association's	list	of	most	commonly	challenged	books	in	the	United	States	of	1990–2000	at	number	96.[1]	It	was	later	turned	into	a	CBS	Storybreak	episode	in	the	mid-1980s,	and	a	movie	of	the	same	name	in	2006.
The	story	continues	in	two	sequels:	How	to	Fight	a	Girl	and	How	to	Get	Fabulously	Rich.	Alan	bets	his	friend	Billy	that	he	can't	eat	15	worms	in	15	days.	Billy,	who	needs	money	to	buy	a	minibike,	agrees	to	the	bet	only	if	Alan	will	pay	him	US$50	(equivalent	to	$350	in	2024)	for	the	win.	Their	friend	Tom	says	he'll	assist	Billy,	while	another	friend,	Joe,
sides	with	Alan.	They	search	for	worms	near	Billy's	family	farm	and	come	up	with	a	handful	of	night	crawler	earthworms	the	size	of	large	pencils.	As	Billy	nears	victory,	he	faces	a	flurry	of	nasty	tricks	and	traps	that	go	wildly	out	of	control.	Despite	all	this	Billy	wins	the	bet,	and	as	a	consequence	is	now	hooked	on	worms.	Children's	literature	portal	^
"100	Most	Frequently	Challenged	Books	of	1990–2000".	ALA.	Archived	from	the	original	on	October	28,	2010.	Retrieved	February	15,	2011.	Retrieved	from	"	Sequoyah	Book	Awards	since	1959.	Site:	this	award,	Oklahoma	honors	the	Native	American	leader	Sequoyah	for	hi	Sequoyah	Book	Awards	since	1959.	Site:	this	award,	Oklahoma	honors	the
Native	American	leader	Sequoyah	for	his	unique	achievement	in	creating	the	Cherokee	syllabary.	Sequoyah	chose	eighty-five	symbols	to	represent	all	spoken	sounds	of	the	Cherokee	language.	In	so	doing,	he	created	a	way	to	preserve	his	people's	language	and	culture	...more	Rez	Ball	by	4.11	avg	rating	—	1,968	ratings	Oklahoma	Sequoyah	Book
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Billy,	Alan,	and	Joe	meet	up	after	a	failed	adventure	to	steal	peaches	from	Old	Man	Tator’s	peach	tree.	Tom	explains	he	couldn’t	join	in	since	he	was	grounded	for	not	eating	dinner	–	a	salmon	casserole.	Billy	explains	that	salmon	casserole	doesn’t	sound	so	bad,	which	prompts	the	argumentative	Alan	to	wonder	what	Billy	wouldn’t	eat.	He	asks	Billy	if
Billy	would	eat	mud	or	worms.	Billy	explains	he	would	indeed	eat	worms,	so	Alan	levels	a	bet.	Billy	must	eat	15	worms	in	15	days,	for	$50.	The	rules	are	laid	out.	Tom	will	act	as	Billy’s	second	to	ensure	there	is	no	cheating,	while	Joe	will	act	as	Alan’s	second	to	ensure	there	is	no	cheating.	The	worms	selected	must	be	common	worms,	and	may	be
prepared	in	any	way	so	long	as	the	worm	is	eaten.	Billy	agrees	to	the	bet,	knowing	that	winning	$50	will	help	him	purchase	the	minibike	of	George	Cunningham’s	older	brother.	The	day	of	the	first	worm	arrives.	It	is	boiled	and	coated	in	ketchup,	mustard,	and	other	condiments.	Billy	considers	backing	out	of	the	bet	at	first,	but	Tom	reminds	him	of	the
money	involved.	Billy	successfully	eats	the	worm,	which	worries	Alan.	Joe	reassures	Alan	that	there	is	no	way	Billy	will	win	the	bet.	The	next	several	worms	follow.	At	first,	Billy	has	difficulty	eating	the	worms,	not	because	of	the	taste,	but	because	of	the	thought	that	he	is	eating	worms.	He	eventually	moves	past	this,	which	further	worries	Alan.	Alan
explains	to	Joe	that	his	father	will	be	furious	with	him	for	betting,	let	alone	losing	$50	on	a	bet.	Alan	and	Joe	concoct	a	story	that	eating	worms	is	poisonous,	which	worries	Billy	but	does	not	convince	him	because	Alan	and	Joe	laugh	while	they	explain	this.	That	night,	Billy	has	an	upset	stomach	which	in	a	panic	he	blames	on	worm	poisoning.	He	tells
his	mother	and	father	about	the	bet	and	eating	worms,	but	his	father	assures	Billy	that	worms	are	not	poison.	With	his	father’s	reassurance,	Billy	eats	through	the	next	several	worms	with	ease.	This	causes	Alan	and	Joe	to	panic,	so	they	pull	out	all	the	stops.	While	they	are	away	on	a	fishing	trip	for	two	days,	they	request	that	Billy’s	mom	ensure	Billy
eat	the	two	required	worms.	They	hope	Billy’s	mom	will	not	allow	him	to	do	this,	but	their	plan	backfires.	She	creates	a	delicious	European	worm	dish	and	a	delicious	ice	cream	worm	cake	for	Billy	to	eat.	When	Alan	and	Joe	return,	they	try	gluing	together	a	worm	to	make	eating	especially	difficult,	but	Billy	discovers	the	trick.	They	also	bring	Billy	to
Shea	Stadium	for	a	Mets	game,	stuff	him	with	food	and	soda,	and	watch	with	glee	as	Billy	falls	asleep	on	the	way	home	which	means	he	will	not	eat	his	daily	worm.	At	the	last	minute,	Billy	remembers	he	has	to	eat	a	worm,	so	enlists	the	help	of	Tom	and	Tom’s	younger	brother,	Pete,	to	find	a	worm.	Using	a	toy	siren,	Billy,	Tom,	and	Alan	wake	up	Alan
and	everyone	on	his	block	so	Alan	can	see	that	Billy	has	managed	to	eat	his	daily	worm	just	before	midnight.	Alan’s	father	is	furious	with	Alan	and	Joe	for	trying	to	trick	Billy,	and	has	Alan	and	Joe	go	door	to	door	apologizing	for	the	siren,	and	then	tells	them	no	more	tricks.	The	boys	end	up	getting	into	a	fight	which	Alan’s	father	ends	by	reminding	the
boys	they	are	all	friends	and	need	to	get	past	the	bet.	Alan	still	tries	a	few	more	times	to	win	the	bet	by	locking	Billy	in	a	closet	and	giving	him	a	fake	worm,	but	these	attempts	fail	as	well.	Billy	ultimately	wins	the	bet	by	eating	his	fifteenth	worm.	While	Alan	must	work	off	the	debt	at	a	local	store,	Billy	purchases	his	minibike	and	explains	to	Tom	and
Joe	that	he	has	come	to	like	the	taste	of	worms.	Jump	to	ratings	and	reviewsBecause	of	a	bet,	Billy	is	in	the	uncomfortable	position	of	having	to	eat	fifteen	worms	in	fifteen	days.	The	worms	are	supplied	by	his	opponent,	whose	motto	is	"The	bigger	and	juicier,	the	better!"	At	first	Billy's	problem	is	whether	or	not	he	can	swallow	the	worm	placed	before
him,	even	with	a	choice	of	condiments	from	peanut	butter	to	horseradish.	But	later	it	looks	as	if	Billy	will	win,	and	the	challenge	becomes	getting	to	the	worm	to	eat	it.	Billy's	family,	after	checking	with	the	doctor,	takes	everything	in	stride.	They	even	help	Billy	through	his	gastronomic	ordeal,	which	twists	and	turns	with	each	new	day,	leaving	the
outcome	of	the	bet	continually	in	doubt.From	the	Paperback	edition.	640	people	are	currently	readingThomas	Rhodes	Rockwell	was	an	American	author	of	children's	books.Displaying	1	-	30	of	1,307	reviewsJanuary	15,	2014“You’re	a	bastard!”That’s	what	one	school-aged	child	says	to	another	somewhere	in	this	book.	I	read	it	in	the	third	grade	and	I
remember	very	clearly	talking	to	Kevin	Petrasek	about	it,	Kevin	telling	me	it	was	a	swear	word	and	me	not	believing	him	(I	had	never	heard	this	word	before	in	my	life).	So	of	course	I	asked	Miss	Lisak	and	she	decided	we	should	discuss	it	further	in	detention.So	anyway,	my	kid	picked	up	this	book	at	the	library	today.	On	my	recommendation.	I
understand	they	changed	later	versions	of	this	sentence	to	“You’re	a	fink!”	which	is	totally	fucking	ridiculous.	I	just	hope	he	enjoys	it	every	bit	as	much	as	I	did.March	30,	2024Although	Thomas	Rockwell's	1973	middle	grade	contest	themed	novel	How	to	Eat	Fried	Worms	was	very	much	a	personal	favourite	when	it	was	read	our	class	in	grade	five	(in
1977),	as	an	adult	rereading,	I	unfortunately	feel	that	How	to	Eat	Fried	Worms	has	lost	much	if	not	most	of	its	charm,	in	other	words,	that	How	to	Eat	Fried	Worms	has	really	not	aged	all	that	well	for	me.	For	sadly,	the	antics	in	How	to	Eat	Fried	Worms	of	Billy	Forrester	and	his	friends	(and	of	course,	also	of	his	adversaries,	of	his	nemeses),	they	now
leave	me,	at	best,	only	very	mildly	amused,	and	more	often	than	not	actually	rather	annoyed,	rather	frustrated.	I	mean,	eating	fifteen	large	earthworms	(nightcrawlers)	for	a	silly	wager,	while	this	might	have	appealed	to	me	as	an	eleven	year	old,	as	an	adult,	it	does	make	me	rather	shudder	(and	I	actually	also	feel	sorry	and	some	compassion	for	the
poor	worms,	and	especially	the	last	nightcrawler	that	is	literally	consumed	alive,	not	to	mention	that	Billy's	and	Alan's	bet	is	for	something	like	fifty	dollars,	a	pretty	large	amount	of	money	that	could	in	my	opinion	encourage	imitation,	even	gambling).	However,	and	that	all	being	said,	I	guess	I	can	to	a	point	both	still	see	and	appreciate	the	lasting
appeal	of	How	to	Eat	Fried	Worms	(and	in	particular	for	girls	and	especially	boys	between	the	ages	of	eight	to	around	twelve);	after	all,	my	eleven	year	old	self	absolutely	loved	this.	And	perhaps	one	could	consider	the	fact	that	Billy	not	only	manages	to	eat	all	of	the	required	fifteen	earthworms	in	How	to	Eat	Fried	Worms,	but	actually	becomes
"hooked"	on	them,	that	he	begins	to	enjoy	eating	nightcrawlers	as	a	food	source,	as	somewhat	of	a	mildly	didactic	authorial	message	to	not	simply	disdain	different,	strange	or	exotic	seeming	foods	until	one	has	tasted	them,	until	one	has	at	least	tried	them	(but	this	potential	is	not	really	enough	for	me	anymore,	as	the	erstwhile	magic	and	delight	of
How	to	Eat	Fried	Worms	I	experienced	in	grade	five	has	by	now	quite	lastingly	and	massively	dissipated).Finally,	just	to	say	that	I	have	now	read	How	to	Eat	Fried	Worms	a	few	times	as	an	older	adult	(to	try	to	recapture	what	I	loved	regarding	Thomas	Rockwell’s	featured	text	as	an	eleven	year	old).	And	sadly,	even	for	my	inner	child,	the	magic,	the
reading	joy	of	1977	is	just	not	there	anymore,	and	I	also	cannot	bring	it	back	no	matter	how	much	I	try,	and	as	such,	I	will	today	not	consider	a	rating	higher	than	two	stars	for	How	to	Eat	Fried	Worms.book-reviews	childrens-literature	food	September	4,	2018When	we	finished	this	in	school,	I	was	in	a	split	first	and	second	grade	class.	So	I	was	6	and	I
remember	vividly;	The	teachers	brought	us	out	an	Oreo	dirt	cake	with	gummy	worms.	My	imagination	was	so	vivid	that	I	thought	that	stuff	was	real!	I	had	not	seen	gummy	worms	or	Oreo	cake	yet!	So,	I	was	staying	far	back;	not	for	fear	of	worms,	nah	I	always	rescued	them	from	hot	sidewalks	or	played	with	them.	No	shame.	I	just	didn’t	fancy	eating
one.	They	gave	it	to	us	in	a	cup	and	I	thought	oh	gross	what	are	these	people	thinking	?!	I	want	to	call	my	mother	and	get	out	of	here!	When	some	finally	got	close	enough	to	me	for	me	to	see	the	difference	I	was	amazed!!	I	should	also	have	had	glasses	when	I	was	young.	I	squinted	lots.	Hehe.	The	thing	is	they	were	acting	like	it	was	real	and	I	was
totally	believing	them!	The	worms,	the	dirt,	like	one	teacher	was	jiggling	the	worm	around,	then	ate	it.	Anyway,	this	book	is	cemented	in	my	memory	because	of	that	and	because	later	I	saw	the	movie.	Icky.	Good	book	though.June	9,	2015Category:	A	Book	from	your	Childhood	3	Stars	I	didn’t	remember	much	about	this	book	when	I	started	this	re-
read.	I	remember	that	my	mother	was	more	horrified	by	the	prospect	of	my	reading	a	book	titled	How	to	Eat	Fried	Worms	than	Billy’s	mother	seemed	to	be	by	the	fact	her	son	was	eating	worms.	I	remembered	thinking	that	mustard	(my	second	least	favourite	of	all	the	condiment	kingdom)	was	probably	grosser	to	stomach	than	fried	worms
themselves.	And	that	is	about	it.	However,	I	saw	this	book	in	the	second-hand	store	one	day	and	picked	it	up	again,	which	was	handy	since	I	started	this	lovely	PopSugar	Challenge	shortly	thereafter.	How	to	Eat	Fried	Worms	is	a	children’s	novel	centred	around	three	boyhood	friends	and	a	bet.	'The	Bet'	as	you	may	have	guessed	is	for	one	of	said	boys,
Billy,	to	eat	worms.	Fifteen	worms	in	fifteen	days,	to	be	exact.	Grown	up	Karly	is	A	LOT	more	horrified	than	child	Karly	was	by	this	concept	but	she	is	also	somewhat	curious	(not	enough	to	try	them,	mind)	what	exactly	a	fried	worm	would	taste	like?!	I	have	eaten	some	pretty	gross	things	as	an	adult	–	I’m	looking	at	YOU	ceviche	octopus	–	and	I	just
don’t	imagine	it	would	be	as	gross	as	it	seems.	Anyways,	this	book	isn’t	really	ABOUT	the	act	of	eating	fried	worms	so	much	as	it	is	about	friendship	and	the	fissures	that	gambling	and	trickery	can	cause	in	relationships.	It’s	about	keeping	your	word	and	also,	to	a	point,	the	lengths	that	people	(children)	will	go	to	to	acquire	things,	such	as	motorbikes.
It’s	about	arguments	and	the	aftermath	of	such.	And	it’s	a	good	little	piece	on	that.	I	don’t	really	have	much	else	to	say	about	it,	except	this:	my	'new'	copy	has	been	censored,	ladies	and	gents.	The	copy	I	recently	purchased	says	'fink'	and	I	DISTINCTLY	recall	getting	soap	to	the	mouth	when	asking	–	because	of	this	book	–	what	'bastard'	meant	as	a
child.	Censorship	is	NOT	my	bag!!	child-at-heart	nostalgia-re-readsApril	15,	2020Four	boys.	One	bet.	Fifteen	worms.	Fifteen	days.A	couple	bites	of	anything	can't	be	that	bad	can	it?	Or	so	Billy	thinks	until	his	friend	Alan	dares	him	to	eat	worms.	It's	gross	to	be	sure,	but	Billy	never	backs	down,	and	$50	is	on	the	line.	Worm	by	worm,	Billy	gets	closer	to
victory.	But	Alan	won't	let	him	win	that	easily...A	tale	of	honesty	and	trickery	gross	enough	to	turn	your	stomach.	A	story	of	boys,	bites,	and	bets.Warnings	for	body	shaming,	sexism,	and	a	caution	to	those	with	queasy	stomachs	and	eating	disorders.Stubborn,	gutsy	Billy	was	determined	to	get	through	every	last	worm.	He	wasn't	about	to	lose	to	a	fink
like	Alan!	Obviously	possessing	a	stronger	mindset	and	stomach	than	I,	his	ways	of	hyping	himself	up	to	eat	the	wigglers	were	amusing.	Billy,	Tom,	Alan,	and	Joe.	Four	boys	committed	to	their	wormy	bet.	Some	to	see	it	through,	some	to	fail	it,	and	I	loved	their	comadrey	between.	The	boys	knew	how	to	trip	each	other	up,	as	only	best	friends	do.	Within
a	few	simple	lines,	it	was	easy	to	see	each	boy's	personality,	then	watch	them	flesh	out	their	characters	as	the	story	went	along.	However,	I	would	be	remiss	if	I	didn't	note	my	love	for	Billy's	clever	mother.	You	go	mom!Baked,	broiled,	boiled,	nor	oiled,	so	many	ways	you	shouldn't	eat	these	wiggly	treats.	Curious	to	take	a	nostalgia	trip,	I	picked	up	this
tale	of	friendship,	cunning	tricks,	and	keeping	your	word,	fifteen	years	after	the	first	time	I	read	it.	Disgustingly	entertaining,	Thomas	Rockwell's	easy	prose	conjured	quite	the	vivid	imagery.	Aided	by	black	and	white	illustrations,	my	feelings	remain	the	same.	I	wasn't	a	fan	the	offhanded	sexist	remarks,	and	I	won't	eat	fried	worms,	not	even	for	a
motorbike.	However,	I'll	happily	read	this	story	of	bets,	boyhood	antics,	and	not	so	fine	dining.	The	bonus	content	about	the	author	and	worms	was	delightful.So	friends,	can	I	interest	you	in	some	fried	worms?childrens-book	fiction	own-rMarch	6,	2022Baby’s	First	Fear	Factor!	This	taste-defying	(pun	absolutely	intended)	piece	of	“transgressive	fiction
for	kids”	is	delightfully	gross	and	gleefully	childlike	in	a	very	real	way.	The	villainous	kids	are	appropriately	infuriating,	our	hero’s	journey	is	engrossing	in	a	way	that	will	literally	have	you	cheering,	and	the	level	of	detail	that	goes	into	the	worm-eating	was	surprisingly	explicit	and	even	nightmarish	at	points.	What	else	could	you	want?	A	real
winner!March	8,	2017I	read	this	book	with	my	Reading	Class.	We	spent	a	month	listening	to	the	book	on	tape	and	filling	out	a	packet	that	went	with	it.	Afterwords,	we	watched	the	movie	and	did	a	compare	and	contrast	assignment.The	students	rated	this	book:1	star	=	2	students3	stars	=	3	students4	stars	=	2	student	I	personally	felt	this	book	was
worthy	of	3	stars.	I	found	it	entertaining	and	very	creative.	I	completely	understand	why	it	is	considered	a	"modern	classic,"	because	it	is	one	of	the	first	of	its	kind.I	found	the	characters	to	be	a	little	confusing	and	had	a	hard	time	keeping	everyone	apart.	Also,	I	thought	at	times	the	book	dragged	on.	However,	I	enjoyed	the	creativeness	of	the	story
and	how	the	book	was	written	at	a	lower	level	but	was	made	for	older	students.December	22,	2010Ingredients:	50	whole	dollar	bills,	15	ripe	earthworms,	4	young	boys,	1	disgusting	dareCombine	all	ingredients	into	a	small	book,	carefully	mix	with	witty	dialogue,	stir	in	unforgettable	characters,	add	a	dash	of	nausea,	a	pinch	of	mischief	and	generously
sprinkle	with	humorous	chapters.	Let	stand	for	fifteen	days,	remove	from	bookshelf	and	enjoy	in	large	helpings.How	to	Eat	Fried	Worms	is	a	recipe	for	fun,	laughter	and	possibly	an	upset	stomach.	However,	it	is	sure	to	please	even	the	pickiest	of	young	readers	who	are	reluctant	to	try	new	things	and	tend	to	stick	with	those	familiar	authors	or	their
favorite	series.The	fun	begins	when	a	conversation	over	last	nightâ€™s	dinner	of	salmon	casserole	and	one	of	the	boyâ€™s	refusal	to	eat	even	two	bites	of	it	(yuck!),	turns	into	a	contest	of	Iâ€™d	eat	anything	for	enough	money.	Well,	it	turns	out	$50	is	enough	and	anything	happens	to	be	fifteen	worms.	One	worm	a	day	for	fifteen	days	which	adds	up
to	some	disgusting	concoctions,	some	devious	scheming,	and	a	whole	lot	of	arguing.The	book	is	filled	with	such	remarkably	realistic	adolescent	behavior	that	you	being	to	wonder	if	these	kids	might	happen	to	be	neighbors	of	yours.	Billy,	the	main	character	and	recipient	of	15	worms	challenge,	is	drawn	by	the	author	with	all	the	thoughts,	actions,	and
unique	characteristics	that	make	for	a	believable	character	and	one	children	can	connect	with	easily.More	than	just	a	book	about	four	boys	and	a	slightly	disgusting	premise,	How	to	Eat	Fried	Worms	is	sure	to	please	young	readers	and	older	readers	who	remember	their	favorite	book	from	fourth	grade.January	17,	2023You	know	how	when	you	were	a
kid...	you	have	bets	with	other	kids	as	to	eat	this,	do	that,	etc...	well	this	is	it!	$50	for	15	worms...	want	to	know	all	of	the	ways	to	eat	a	worm?!	This	book	is	for	you!	Want	to	know	all	of	the	ways	to	find	a	worm	and	if	you	should	eat	one	that	is	found	in	manure?	This	is	book	is	also	for	you!	Super	fun	read.	Obviously	for	a	challenge	because	not	one	I
would	have	chosen	voluntarily!	LOLMarch	7,	2017This	book	was	short,	sweet,	and	hilarious!	I	can	just	imagine	10-year-old	boys	making	this	sort	of	bet	with	each	other.	I	admit,	the	part	where	he	at	the	worms	was	kind	of	gross,	but	I	enjoyed	all	the	ways	he	tried	to	make	the	worm	appetizing.	It	was	also	funny	seeing	how	the	other	two	try	to	trick	Billy
into	losing	the	bet	(and	there	are	a	couple	of	good	tricks).I	do	have	to	say	that	this	book	is	somewhat	dated.	Written	in	1973,	some	of	the	phrases	used	and	attitudes	of	the	parents/children	just	don't	fit	in	with	how	today	is,	but	it	still	a	great	read.	When	it	comes	down	to	it,	it's	all	about	dealing	with	peer	pressure	and	that	will	stay	relevant	forever.If
you	have	a	couple	of	hours	to	spare	(whether	for	reading	or	listening	to	an	audio	book),	then	go	for	it	and	pick	this	one	up.	It's	worth	it!Also	posted	on	Purple	People	Readers.audiobook	childrens	humorAugust	15,	2018A	tale	I	read	many	moons	ago	-	but	was	funny.	I	purchased	this	for	my	oldest	daughter	who	said,	“Mom,	I	can’t	believe	you	let	me	read
a	book	with	curse	words!.”�❤	September	7,	2021From	the	days	when	a	man's	honor	was	his	word	and	children	were	largely	unsupervised.	This	book	was	hilarious	in	third	grade	and	it	was	still	flipping	intensely	funny,	especially	when	the	kids	go	on	monologues	and	use	flowery	language	and	when	Billy	eats	the	first	worm	and	turns	into	a	bird.	My
adult	four	stars	are	because	of	the	intense	sadness	when	the	boys	divide	into	pairs	and	their	friendship	begins	dissolving,	until	Alan	suggests	hogtying	Billy	and	lowering	him	into	the	cistern.	Cistern	was	on	our	spelling	test	that	week	in	third	grade.	But	a	kid	brain	would	read,	"Billy	and	Tom:	good.	Alan	and	Joe:	bad,"	and	I	used	to	have	a	kid	brain.
Nowadays,	I	kept	appreciating	how	well	the	parents	were	handling	the	situation.	A	line	about	spilling	a	bottle	of	ink	on	a	kid	in	school	made	me	think	that	Thomas	Rockwell	was	dripping	his	own	childhood	into	an	era	where	they	surely	had	ballpoint	pens,	but	I	looked	it	up,	and	some	schools	were	using	dip	pens	until	the	mid-60s,	so	it	is	possible	that	a
kid	could	have	a	bottle	of	ink	poured	on	him	in	school	and	come	home	to	find	his	mother	using	Mastering	the	Art	of	French	Cooking.	Worms	must	be	a	good	protein	source.	Am	assuming	we	do	not	hear	about	how	worms	are	the	protein	of	the	future	because	we	do	not	breed	and	harvest	worms	already,	unlike	crickets	who	are	bred	and	harvested	for
the	lizard	owners	and	their	pets.October	26,	2019Meh.	Got	to	page	38	and	just	couldn’t	anymore.	Did	read	bits	to	someone	who	was	once	a	boy	the	age	of	those	in	this	book	are	they	said	that	“grown-up”	boys	are	much	the	same.	So	it	gets	two	stars	for	realism,	but	it’s	not	quite	for	me.	I	think	I’m	in	a	book-slump,	so	it’s	not	the	book	on	this	one.	I	am
not	quite	the	demographic	for	this	story.	Some	kids	books	work	well	for	adults,	but	I	don’t	think	this	is	one	of	them.June	15,	2021My	kids	and	I	listened	this	on	audiobook	because	I	remembered	liking	it	when	I	had	to	read	it	in	elementary	school.	I	have	to	say	that	as	an	adult,	I	did	not	appreciate	this	book	at	all.	As	a	novel,	it’s	quite	simplistic.	There’s
just	one	main	storyline—no	subplots.	In	addition	to	that,	there	weren’t	any	characters	in	this	story	whom	I’d	want	my	children	to	emulate.	Even	the	main	character	agrees	to	a	silly	bet	when	he	could	have	just	said	“NO”	and	walked	away.	I	couldn’t	figure	out	why	he	kept	hanging	out	with	such	mean	kids	in	the	first	place.	This	book	earns	two	thumbs
down	from	me.	April	30,	2025My	reading	partner	now	wants	to	try	a	fried	worm.	Can’t	get	him	to	eat	vegetables,	but	fried	worms?	Makes	total	sense.January	30,	2023I	realize	this	is	a	children's	book	and	for	that	reason	I	especially	didn't	like	one	of	the	main	aspects	of	it:	peer	pressuring.	Alan	dares	his	friend	Billy	to	eat	worms	and,	as	often	happens
with	younger	people,	Billy	wanted	to	do	the	dare	but	not	because	he	wanted	to	eat	worms!	He	is	typical	of	boys	at	his	age	and	he	wants	to	be	accepted	and	show	he's	not	scared	among	other	reasons.	Personally,	I	can't	even	watch	a	show	where	someone	puts	a	worm	or	spider	or	other	but	in	their	mouth,	so	I	turn	the	station	and	don't	watch	that	show
or	I	look	away/close	my	eyes	during	that	part.	There	are	four	boys	involved	in	this	wormy	nightmare:	Billy,	Alan,	Joe	and	Tom.	I	see	why	children	might	like	this	one,	but	even	though	some	people	love	the	boys'	friendship,	I	simply	hate	that	they	use	peer	pressure	on	each	other.audiobook	humor	pages_101-200	November	15,	2012Thomas	Rockwell’s
How	to	Eat	Fried	Worms	is	about	a	group	of	young	boys	who	have	made	a	bet.	The	book	is	about	Bill	and	his	two	friends	Alan	and	Joe.	Billy	is	a	normal	kid	with	no	money	who	wants	a	new	motorbike	and	to	earn	the	money	for	it	his	two	friends	bet	$50	that	he	can’t	eat	15	worms	in	15	days.	So	on	the	day	one	of	the	bet	Alan	and	Joe	bring	Billy	a	worm
which	has	been	boiled	in	mustard,	horseradish	and	ketchup.	Billy	struggles	to	eat	the	first	worm	but	manages	to	get	it	all	down	and	survives	day	one.	Over	the	next	few	days	the	worms	that	Alan	and	Joe	bring	are	just	as	horrible.	But	with	the	help	of	Billy’s	mom	and	his	other	friend	Tom	Billy	comes	up	with	special	words	that	will	help	him	eat	the
worms.	They	also	come	up	with	their	own	ways	to	cook	the	worms	to	help	Billy	eat	them	more	easily.	As	Alan	and	Joe	begin	to	see	that	Billy	can	actually	win	this	bet,	they	try	to	cheat	in	order	to	keep	Billy	from	winning	their	money.	Despite	the	tension	between	friends,	and	all	the	cheating	Billy	powers	through	and	wins	the	bet.	How	to	Eat	Fried
Worms	is	an	excellent	children’s	book.	It’s	a	fun	book	that	will	make	kids	laugh	and	cringe	at	the	same	time	while	reading	about	the	disgusting	worms	that	Billy	has	to	eat.	It	also	shows	the	friction	between	friends	and	some	of	the	peer	pressure	you	go	through	as	a	child	which	the	kids	can	relate	to.	The	book	also	uses	very	descriptive	and	awesome
visual	words.	The	illustrations	in	the	book	are	good	too.	November	9,	2012Originally	posted	here	as	part	of	the	30	Day	Book	Challenge.Wow,	who	knew	this	question	would	be	so	difficult?		I	remember	lots	of	books	I	read	when	I	was	a	kid,	but	I	think	this	was	the	first	chapter	book	I	read	on	my	own.	The	First	Novel	I	Remember	Reading	I	had	no	idea
they'd	made	a	movie	of	this	book!		I	am	kind	of	afraid	to	watch	it.Man,	6	year	old	sj	LOVED	this	book.		To	this	day,	every	time	I	see	a	mini-bike,	I	think	of	this	chanty	song:Trout,	Salmon,	flounder,	perch,I'll	ride	my	minibike	into	church.Dace,	tuna,	haddock,	trout,Wait'll	you	hear	the	minister	shout.Mini-bike,	mini-bike,	mini-bike,	mini-bike!...and	now
I'm	off	to	find	a	copy	of	this	to	read	to	my	younglings.		I	wonder	if	it's	an	ebook?		They	will	LOVE	this.		Love	it.Have	any	of	you	out	there	seen	the	movie?		Is	it	horrible?		I	kind	of	imagine	it's	horrible.October	30,	2015Audiobook:	listened	to	this	with	my	9yo	son	on	a	road	trip.	I	have	memories	of	loving	it	as	a	kid,	and	he	ended	up	loving	it	as	well,
however,	as	a	grownup	it's	not	as	awesome	as	my	memory	of	the	story.September	22,	2020Banned	book	for	reasons:	children	gambling.	I	certainly	didn’t	see	a	problem	with	this	story....Well,	in	the	regard	of	placing	this	on	a	banned	or	challenged	book	list	anyway.	I	do	however	think	the	story	is	a	bit	slow	at	times....having	to	read	about	eating	one
worm	a	day	for	fifteen	days.	How	many	ways	can	this	actually	be	played	off?	I	would	have	no	problems	letting	my	children	or	grandchildren	read	this.audiobook	banned-or-challenged	childrens	January	28,	2020Highly	entertaining!	I	read	this	aloud	with	my	son	who	also	really	enjoyed	it.	Be	warned	that	if	you	have	an	older	edition	of	this	book	(mine
was	published	in	the	1970s)	that	one	kid	calls	another	kid	a	"bastard."	When	we	got	to	that	part	my	son,	who's	8,	said,	"I	thought	you	said	this	was	a	book	for	KIDS!"	I	said,	"It	is,	but	it	was	written	in	the	1970s,	and	things	were	a	lot	different	then."	Ha!	juvenile-fiction	middle-grade	read-in-2020	September	4,	2021April	13,	2024For	the	books	I	read
with	my	oldest	son,	I	let	him	rate	the	book.	When	I	asked	him	what	number	of	stars	he’d	give	How	to	Eat	Fried	Worms,	he	said,	“A	full	five,	mom!	Did	you	even	have	to	ask?!”	�	So,	there	you	have	it.	In	the	eyes	of	an	eight-year-old,	this	one	gets	a	full	five!	May	7,	2024Stupid	book	I	read	with	my	students	July	22,	2024I	recall	loving	this	book	as	a	kid.	I
read	this	story	to	my	son	recently,	and	my	perspective	as	an	adult	is	that	this	book	is	terribly	written.	My	son	loved	it.May	22,	2023Love	an	all-American	classic.	Mom	says	they	read	this	out	loud	in	5th	grade	and	then	all	dared	each	other	to	eat	worms,	and	she	ate	one.	So	that’s	cool.	Displaying	1	-	30	of	1,307	reviewsGet	help	and	learn	more	about	the
design.	How	to	Eat	Fried	Worms	by	Thomas	Rockwell	will	be	the	perfect	book	to	inspire	even	your	most	reluctant	readers!	Every	page	contains	so	much	adventure	and	excitement	that	students	will	never	want	to	put	the	book	down.	This	novel	works	great	as	a	whole-class	novel	study,	as	a	read-aloud	for	younger	learners,	or	in	a	literature	circle.	The
second	students	see	this	book,	they	will	wonder	What	is	How	to	Eat	Fried	Worms	about?	Surely,	it	cannot	mean	eating	worms!	They	will	be	in	for	the	biggest	shock	when	they	see	the	plot	summary	actually	talks	about	eating	worms.		Readers	will	instantly	make	connections	with	the	characters	in	How	to	Eat	Fried	Worms.	Some	will	connect	with	Billy,
the	crazy	daredevil.	Others	will	connect	with	Alan,	the	supportive	best	friend	who	loves	to	add	to	Billy’s	crazy	ideas.		Billy	is	never	one	to	turn	down	a	dare,	no	matter	the	setting	or	situation.	So,	people	are	always	trying	to	come	up	with	the	craziest	idea.	While	Billy	has	always	completed	his	dares,	he	may	have	bitten	off	more	than	he	can	chew.	This	is
in	the	form	of	eating	fifteen	worms	in	fifteen	days!	If	Billy	wins,	Alan	has	to	pay	him	fifty	dollars.	There	are	no	concerns	over	eating	a	measly	fifteen	worms.	In	Billy’s	mind,	he	is	already	dreaming	of	buying	a	used	minibike.		When	Billy	starts	to	eat	the	worms,	Alan	is	shocked.	Billy	uses	mustard,	ketchup,	salt,	pepper,	sugar,	and	lemon	to	disguise	the
taste.	Alan	cannot	believe	this	works!	As	gross	as	this	dare	is,	Billy	ends	up	hooked	on	eating	juicy	worms!		Since	Alan	does	not	want	to	lose	fifty	dollars,	he	is	busy	finding	schemes	to	make	Billy	lose	the	bet.	Readers	will	love	seeing	how	this	bet	goes	during	each	chapter.		This	book	has	144	pages.	It	is	a	Guided	Reading	Level	R	with	a	Lexile	score	of
560L.	Age	appropriate	for	fourth	and	fifth	graders,	the	book	grade	level	works	well	for	students	in	grades	3-6.		Whether	using	this	book	in	book	clubs	or	as	a	novel	study,	it	is	perfect	for	all	readers!	The	character	who	loves	to	do	crazy	dares	will	draw	even	the	most	reluctant	readers	in.	Students	who	already	enjoy	reading	will	love	to	see	the	friendship
between	Billy	and	Alan	while	following	all	the	adventures.	All	readers	will	be	on	the	edge	of	their	seats	while	waiting	to	see	what	Billy	does	next.		If	students	are	too	young	to	read	this	book	independently,	do	not	let	that	stop	them	from	hearing	this	incredible	story.	It	works	great	as	a	read-aloud.	The	class	can	stop	along	the	way	and	make	predictions
on	whether	or	not	Billy	will	be	able	to	accomplish	all	of	his	dares!	Additionally,	readers	will	love	to	share	what	they	think	of	Billy’s	worm	toppings.		Students	love	to	watch	movies!	Luckily,	there	is	a	How	to	Eat	Fried	Worms	movie!	All	your	readers	will	be	excited	to	see	the	book	come	to	life	in	their	minds	and	on	the	screen.		This	three-week	How	to	Eat
Fried	Worms	novel	study	unit	is	available	in	print	and	digital	formats.	The	unit	guide	breaks	the	book	into	15	sections.	Each	day’s	work	covers	2-3	chapters	of	the	text	and	includes	a	standards-aligned	comprehension	activity	and	vocabulary.	Here’s	more	about	what	you’ll	find	inside:	Print	&	digital	instructional	guides	with	daily	comprehension	skill,
objectives,	key	Tier	2	&	text-based	vocabulary,	and	tips	for	using	both	versionsComprehension	trifolds	(provided	in	color	and	black	&	white)Reader’s	notebook	comprehension	prompts	(matching	trifolds)Word	of	the	Day	text-based	vocabulary	flipbooksVocabulary	word	wall	cardsTrifold	answer	keys	for	easy	gradingAccess	to	the	Google	Slides	version
of	the	daily	assignments	for	use	in	digital	classrooms	I	targeted	the	comprehension	skills	based	on	areas	where	students	commonly	need	more	consistent	practice	–	this	is	why	you’ll	see	higher-level	comprehension	practice	consistently	included.	Once	I	had	a	list	of	skills	I	hoped	to	cover,	I	carefully	aligned	them	with	the	details	and	plotline	of	How	to
Eat	Fried	Worms.	As	a	result,	this	novel	study	is	both	rigorous	and	engaging	for	learners!	Some	of	the	skills	addressed	in	this	novel	study	include:	SummaryCiting	text	to	respond	to	literatureCause	&	effect	Problem	and	solutionIdentifying	character	traitsCharacter	development	How	to	Eat	Fried	Worms	Unit:	Differentiated	Teaching	Shop	|	Teachers
Pay	Teachers	Daily	lessons	target	one	comprehension	skill,	letting	learners	focus	on	quality	rather	than	quantity	when	responding	to	literature.	Many	novel	units	include	lists	of	basic	comprehension	questions	completed	daily.	You	won’t	find	that	here!	This	no-fluff	format	ensures	your	students	understand	and	can	apply	their	knowledge	to	How	to	Eat
Fried	Worms	and	other	texts	they	read.	The	goal	is	to	get	students	to	think	rather	than	just	regurgitate	the	text.	This	novel	study	is	provided	in	two	formats	–	print	&	digital.	The	digital	version	of	the	novel	study	is	perfect	for	use	as	part	of	distance	or	home	learning,	and	it	can	easily	be	shared	with	students	via	Google	Classroom.	The	printable	version
includes	the	same	material	but	in	a	paper-saving	print	format.	This	version	requires	under	10	minutes	to	prepare	and	is	designed	to	be	approachable	to	struggling	and	reluctant	learners	while	maintaining	the	interest	of	your	on-level	and	advanced	learners.	Here’s	a	bit	more	about	what	you’ll	find	in	the	printable	version	of	this	novel	study:	How	to	Eat
Fried	Worms	Unit:	Differentiated	Teaching	Shop	|	Teachers	Pay	Teachers	The	printable	novel	study	format	provides	comprehension	prompts	in	two	formats.	I	chose	these	formats	to	help	you	differentiate	and	meet	your	learners’	needs.	Here’s	an	overview	of	each	of	the	comprehension	response	formats:	The	trifold	format	was	the	original	design	for
this	novel	study.	You	can	cover	a	week	of	comprehension	with	each	foldable.	Plus,	you’ll	only	be	using	only	one	piece	of	paper.	Students	respond	to	a	targeted	question	daily	that	focuses	the	day’s	reading	on	a	single	comprehension	skill.	From	the	student	perspective,	the	benefit	of	the	trifold	is	that	it	is	extremely	approachable.	Each	day’s	work	only
takes	up	a	third	of	the	page,	which	keeps	reluctant	writers	from	shutting	down.	You’ll	find	it	easy	to	collect	and	grade	if	you’re	in	the	classroom.	Many	students	use	the	trifold	as	a	bookmark,	helping	prevent	missing	papers.	Homeschool	families	love	the	low-prep	format,	too!	Learn	more	about	the	benefits	of	the	trifold	format.	The	Reader’s	Notebook
prompts	are	perfect	for	advanced	students	who	provide	more	in-depth	analysis	and	struggling	writers	who	may	need	more	space	to	write	their	responses.	For	advanced	readers,	the	notebook	prompts	can	generate	a	longer,	more	detailed	response	to	the	daily	prompt.	This	pushes	the	students	to	analyze	and	defend	their	answers.	How	to	Eat	Fried
Worms	Unit:	Differentiated	Teaching	Shop	|	Teachers	Pay	Teachers	However,	students	with	dyslexia,	dysgraphia,	or	fine	motor	issues	often	prefer	to	use	cut-and-paste	prompts.	Glue	them	onto	specialized	paper	or	into	a	notebook.	This	can	give	students	with	large	handwriting	more	room	to	respond.	Regardless	of	the	format	selected,	the	prompt	is
the	same,	so	you	can	easily	have	some	students	working	on	the	trifolds	while	others	use	the	notebook	prompts.	The	instructional	guide	includes	over	50	academic	vocabulary	words	your	students	should	be	familiar	with	through	instruction.	These	include	general	academic	vocabulary	and	skill-specific	vocabulary.	Teach	academic	vocabulary	explicitly
and	within	context.	Struggling	learners	often	lack	the	vocabulary	essential	to	perform	well	in	school	and	on	standardized	assessments,	so	this	is	easy	to	incorporate	this	into	your	regular	instructional	practices.		Click	here	to	learn	more	about	why	academic	vocabulary	is	important.	Here	is	a	small	sample	of	the	academic	vocabulary	you’ll	find	included



in	this	novel	study:	main	ideasummaryplotgenerate	evaluatecauseeffectpredict	Text-based	Vocabulary	In	addition	to	the	Tier	2	vocabulary,	each	lesson	includes	a	text-based	vocabulary	word	found	within	the	day’s	reading.	Some	of	the	vocabulary	words	included	in	this	literature	guide	are:	furtivelyclamberingapoplecticallydiscernable	Teach	these
words	using	the	included	flipbook	format.	Designed	to	conserve	copies,	the	flipbooks	use	a	half-piece	of	paper	per	week.	The	Word	of	the	Day	Flip	Book	is	designed	for	use	in	interactive	reading	journals.	To	use	the	flipbooks,	cut	around	the	outer	edge,	cut	the	tabs,	and	glue	them	into	their	notebook.	Leave	the	flaps	unglued	so	that	they	can	be	lifted.
This	allows	students	to	write	under	them.	Depending	on	your	students,	you	can	have	them	define	the	day’s	word	or	generate	a	list	of	synonyms	and	antonyms.	You	can	even	have	students	draw	a	picture	of	the	meaning.	How	to	Eat	Fried	Worms	Unit:	Differentiated	Teaching	Shop	|	Teachers	Pay	Teachers	How	to	Eat	Fried	Worms	by	Thomas	Rockwell
is	full	of	laughter,	adventure,	and	crazy	antics!	All	your	students	will	love	this	book	and	the	crazy	ideas	Billy	and	Alan	come	up	with.		If	you’re	ready	to	teach	your	next	book	unit	with	How	To	Eat	Fried	Worms,	grab	the	novel	study	from	my	shop	by	clicking	the	link	below.


