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Read any good books lately? Want to share your thoughts about them? A book review is a great way to shed insight and give your opinion on a book you’ve read, whether it’s nonfiction, a mystery novel, or a collection of poems. Grammarly helps you communicate confidently Table of contents What is a book review? How do you write a good book
review? 4 tips for writing a book review Book review outline examples Book review FAQs What is a book review? A book review is an honest reaction to a book that generally analyzes its themes, plotline, characters, dialogue, and use of literary devices (if applicable). Through this analysis, written in the first person, a reviewer combines their opinions
with insights about the book, sometimes comparing it to other books by the same author or books in the same genre. Book reviews have a few different purposes. As an academic assignment, a book review requires students to build their analytical skills by engaging with the text and writing a coherent critique. Book reviews on blogs and in magazines
often serve to tell readers what to expect from a book so they can decide whether they’re interested in reading it. This type of book review gives readers a preview of a book’s content, themes, and storyline. How do you write a good book review? Think of your book review as a conversation with a friend: You want to share your opinion and insights
without giving everything away. Don’t spoil the book’s ending or its surprises, but do discuss how effectively you think the writing navigated its literary elements—such as plot, theme, and conflict—throughout the text. How long is a book review? Generally, book reviews aren’t long. In most cases, they're between 500 and 750 words. Keep your book
review concise and focus on the book’s big-picture aspects, such as its character development, pacing, reliance on tropes, and use of literary devices. Summarize the plot, then focus on analyzing the book. Mention what you did and didn’t like, and support these positions with quotations from the book. An effective book analysis is more than sharing
your opinion; it’s interacting with the text and demonstrating that you’ve read it critically and formed a well-developed opinion about it. How are book reviews structured? Book reviews tend to follow similar layouts to other kinds of essays. An essay reviewing a book should begin with an introduction paragraph that summarizes the plot and includes
the reviewer’s thesis statement. Following the introduction, a book review should have one body paragraph per point it critiques. For example, a review may have three body paragraphs, one that discusses the book’s themes, one that discusses its characters, and one that discusses the author’s use of metaphor. A book review ends with a conclusion
paragraph that summarizes the points made in the body paragraphs and shares any final thoughts the reviewer has about the book. It may include a rating, like giving the book three stars out of five. 4 tips for writing a book review 1. Avoid repetition A book review is its own piece of writing. By that, we mean your book review shouldn’t just repeat the
book’s plot. It should add a new perspective about the book. 2. Be concise Don’t ramble in your book review. Keep it focused on your analysis of the book since that’s the content your readers are looking for. 3. Support your claims and positions Sharing your opinion is a significant part of writing a book review, but be sure to support your positions
with insights from the book—as you’d support any claims you made in an academic essay with evidence from your sources. 4. Proofread Before you upload, send, or submit your book review, proofread it. Read it with a critical eye to catch any grammatical or spelling mistakes you may have missed in a previous round of edits. Book review outline
examples Persepolis by Marjane Satrapi A Powerful Look at Life During and Following the Iranian Revolution In the introduction paragraph, the reviewer summarizes the plot of Marjane Satrapi’s Persepolis, briefly describes its protagonist, and provides a general statement about their thoughts on the book. Satrapi’s color choices In this section, the
reviewer discusses the author’s choice to tell the story through black-and-white illustrations, analyzing the mood these illustrations create and the role they play in telling the story. Hearing an adult’s story through a child’s narration In this section, the reviewer discusses the author’s choice to tell the story through the voice of its child protagonist.
They may discuss whether the author successfully captured a child’s voice and how the protagonist’s vocabulary and perspective shaped how the reader engaged with the plot. Does Persepolis successfully tell its story? In the conclusion paragraph, the reviewer summarizes the content of the previous body paragraphs and includes succinct statements
of their thoughts about each. The reviewer then reiterates their thesis statement from the introduction and includes a few more of their thoughts about the book as a whole. Rich Dad Poor Dad by Robert Kiyosaki Good advice? In the introduction paragraph, the reviewer summarizes the plot of Robert Kiyosaki’s Rich Dad Poor Dad and the goals
Kiyosaki set out to meet in writing it. This paragraph may also touch on how well known and beloved the book is and how it’s influenced many people since its initial release. This paragraph ends with a thesis statement summarizing the reviewer’s opinion on whether Rich Dad Poor Dad gives effective advice. Who is it for? In this section, the reviewer
discusses the target audience for Rich Dad Poor Dad and their opinion on whether it effectively speaks to that audience. The reviewer may support their position by comparing it to other personal-finance books. Does the narrative work? Rich Dad Poor Dad is characterized by its narrative style as it explains financial concepts through a story. In this
section, the reviewer may examine this narrative choice, analyzing how it affects the messages delivered and offering their own opinion on the style’s effectiveness. How does Rich Dad Poor Dad pay off? In the conclusion paragraph, the reviewer restates their thesis statement and summarizes the points they made in the review’s body paragraphs.
They may end the review with a recommendation that the reader either read or skip Rich Dad Poor Dad. Book review FAQs What is a book review? A book review is an honest reaction to a book that generally analyzes its themes, plotline, characters, dialogue, and use of literary devices (if applicable). Book reviews are written in the first person and
combine their authors’ opinions with insights about the book. How long should a book review be? A book review should be about 500 to 750 words. What should a book review include? Plot summary Thesis statement Critical analysis supported by quotations from the book Reviewer’s opinion based on their critical analysis Every book has something
that feels off. That’s unavoidable. That also doesn’t mean the book is bad; it simply means you have the critical thinking skills it takes to notice weaknesses along with strengths. Maybe a character felt underdeveloped; maybe the ending felt rushed or too confusing. Be honest here, but make sure you don’t go into attack mode. You need to provide a
critical analysis without trashing the book. This part shows that you weren’t just along for the ride, and you’ve actually thought about what you read. End your review with a conclusion and a recommendation. What should someone take away after reading everything you’'ve said? Was the book worth the time? Who would enjoy it the most? You can
also give a star rating if you want, but it’s not necessary. All that’s needed is you being real about your final impression. If you loved it, say why. If it didn’t work for you at all, that’s also okay; just keep the tone respectful. A proper conclusion should wrap up your thoughts without being repetitive and help the reader decide whether they should read
the story or not. Tips Example 1 Example 2 Summary "Overall, this book is a must-read for fans of historical fiction, offering a gripping narrative and well-researched background." "While the book has some strong points, such as vivid descriptions and compelling characters, its slow pace might not appeal to everyone." Recommendation "I highly
recommend it to those who enjoy rich historical settings and complex characters." "I recommend it with reservations; it's worth trying if you enjoy detailed world-building, but be prepared for a slower pace." Audience "Ideal for readers who appreciate historical depth and emotional storytelling." "Best suited for readers who enjoy immersive settings
and don’t mind a leisurely narrative." Dive into literary analysis with EssayPro. Our experts can help you craft insightful book reviews that delve deep into the themes, characters, and narratives of your chosen books. Enhance your understanding and appreciation of literature with us.Book Review FormatA simple book review format will take you a
long way if you want your report to feel easy to follow. It doesn’t have to be rigid, but having a separate beginning, middle, and end will make your ideas much easier to understand.IntroductionYour book review outline should start with a brief intro that lets the reader know what you’ll be covering. A good opening includes the book’s title, author, and
a one-sentence summary of what the book is about. Try to give the reader a quick reason to keep going. Is the book controversial? Beautifully written? Let your thesis (or your overall opinion) show up here, even if it’s in a brief, subtle way. That way, the rest of your review feels connected to your main point.Main BodyAfter setting things up in your
intro, the body paragraphs are where the real work happens. Now you can move on to the main part of your review: your honest opinion on the book. Break the main body into separate paragraphs, where each one focuses on a separate aspect: characters, writing style, pacing, world-building, themes, or anything else you found meaningful. This is
also the space to address what didn’t work and explain why.Most importantly, support your claims and positions. Don’t just say the dialogue was bad; mention a moment where it felt flat or unrealistic. Don’t just say the characters were strong; show how one of them developed over the course of the story. Even the most honest of your opinions won’t
carry any weight unless you can support each argument with clear evidence.ConclusionBring your review full circle with a closing paragraph. Wrap everything you've said up by restating your thesis statement, but do your best not to be repetitive. Reflect on the experience that the book gave you, and recommend (or don’t recommend) the story to a
specific audience. It doesn’t matter what impression the book left you with: regardless of whether it thrilled you, challenged you, or left you cold, you need to sum it up in a way that feels honest and complete.Check out EssayPro’s coursework writing service if you need professional help with your academic tasks.Book Review TemplateYou can follow
this basic structure every time you need to write a short book review for students: Section What to Include Title - Full title as it appears on the cover Author - Full name of the author- Optional: mention other notable works or relevant background Genre - Type of book (e.g., fiction, memoir, science fiction, etc.) Publication - Year of publication-
Publisher's name Introduction - Mention title, author, and general topic- Share why you chose the book- End with your overall impression or thesis Summary - Short overview of the plot or main idea- Include key characters and setting- Avoid spoilers Analysis - Comment on writing style, tone, pacing, and structure- Mention anything that stood out-
Use examples to support your ideas Critique - Discuss weak spots- Stay fair and constructive- Suggest what could be improved Conclusion - Recap your thoughts briefly- Say who the book is for- Mention content warnings if needed- Optional: include a rating Here are a few additional tips you could use to make sure your book review is honest and
helpful:Pick your essay topics before you start writing. Don’t just dive into the keyboard without any direction. Choose one or two main ideas to center your review around. That way, your writing will have a clear point of view.Write your review the same day you finish the book. Your first reaction is usually the most honest. Don’t wait until all the
details fade. Get your thoughts down as soon as you can. Then, you can go back and polish it.Focus on specific moments. Saying “the book was emotional” or “the characters were flat” doesn’t mean much on its own. Point to specific scenes or lines that made you feel that way. Respect the author, even if the book didn’t work for you. It’s fine to be
critical. More than that, it’s the point of a review. But you should manage to write a critique without attacking the writer. Think about when and why the book was written. Understanding the book’s context, both social and historical, can help you interpret what the author was trying to say. Mention who shouldn’t read the book. Being honest about
who the book is not for is just as helpful as saying who would like it. If the story moves slowly, say that action fans might struggle with it. If it’s philosophical, mention that casual readers might find it dense. Remember, you’'re helping people find the right fit. Don’t lean too hard on quotes. A well-placed quote can help you prove a point, but filling your
review with lines will make it harder to read. Leave your focus on your reaction, not the author’s words.Book Review ExampleOne real example of book review will tell you a lot more than reading through a hundred guides. We took things a step further and put together three samples so you have no more questions left about how to write your book
review. Remember that our cheap essay writing service is always by your side whenever you feel like your tasks are getting too overwhelming. The 1984George Orwell wrote this story more than 70 years ago, but it still feels uncomfortably close to reality. That’s why it’s still one of the most popular book review ideas out there.The Catcher in the
Rye].D. Salinger’s The Catcher in the Rye is the kind of book that either gets under your skin or leaves you rolling your eyes. Somehow, both reactions make sense.Essentialism - The Disciplined Pursuit of LessGreg McKeown’s Essentialism introduces a fresh idea that doing more doesn’t always lead to better results.Final ThoughtsA book review isn’t
a paper that simply retells the story. When you write a book review in English class, you sit with what you read, think it through, and put your most honest reaction into words. That might mean digging deep into what made the characters feel real, or pointing out where the story lost its grip. Regardless of the focus, you have to share your take in a
way that feels honest and clear.If no amount of tips or examples can lighten your academic load, support can always help. EssayPro offers professional guidance for all types of papers: you can find book review, research paper, and even term paper writing service on our website.Our professional writers can help you kick off your essays with a strong
start.Get Started Today!Get Started Today!Start by reading the book carefully and catching the most important moments you’ll want to mention. Once you’'re ready to write, create a short summary for the reader to set the scene. Then, move on to your personal reaction and focus on what stood out to you the most. Explain why you liked or disliked
the book. Wrap the review up with a conclusion and a clear recommendation, something that helps your reader know if the book might be right for them.There are four main parts that most book reviews follow. The summary, where you briefly explain what the book is about.The analysis, where you discuss how it’s written: tone, structure, characters,
and pacing.The critique, where you mention any weak spots or missed opportunities. The recommendation, which helps readers decide if it's a good fit for them.A typical book review format includes an introduction, a few body paragraphs, and a short conclusion. This simple structure helps your thoughts stay organized without making the review feel
overly formal.Was this helpfull? A book review is a form of critical literary analysis that includes a description of the book summary and a critique of various aspects of the book. It is one of the things new readers look to determine if the book is worth reading. We’ll discuss in depth how to write a book review with examples. Also, a review gives the
reader a deeper insight into the book and helps determine the success of the text, i.e., a good review can ensure a good reception of the book, while a bad one could hurt it. Being a book reviewer is an exciting job. It is a new and fresh way to express opinions that matter to the world and set a precedent for the book. To write a good book review, a
reviewer should consider several points when reading and writing the review. We will discuss these points with examples of how to write a good book review. How to write a book review with examples What to consider while reading a book? The plot is one of the most critical aspects of reading a book. When you read a book, you get to know what it is
about, the main plot, and the main focus of the book. To understand it better, the reviewer must pay attention to the story. In my experience, it is always tricky to follow the story for at least two chapters when starting a new book. Wait until you get the point of the story. Then, take your time and reread some parts if you have to. This increases the
likelihood that you will find a better understanding of the plot and storyline. Look for details necessary to the plot and must be included in the summary. Characters, small or large, play an essential role in a book. In other words, it can be said that any reader is incomplete without feelings. This brings us to the second most crucial point to consider
when reading a book: character development. To analyse this, the easiest way is to answer the following questions: Who is the protagonist? How does a character change from the beginning to the end of the book? What are the reasons for this change? What is the chemistry between different characters? Have the characters developed
emotionally/mentally? You can find out the book’s character development level by answering these simple questions. It also helps to point out the facts that could have been changed to ensure better character development in the book. When you read a book, please have a pen and paper handy to note any positive or negative aspects of the book.
Whether it’s the plot, the pacing of the story, the language, objectionable content, or any other essential parts, your review is a place to share your thoughts honestly, so don’t be afraid to speak your mind. Critique wisely; your readership will be able to grow. Another essential aspect to remember when reading the book is the nature of the content.
This may include themes, profanity, religious content, sexual content, etc. The nature of the content helps determine the likely age group of the readers and assists in writing age-appropriate content for the readers. Therefore, reviewers often need to pay more attention to this aspect. Creating age-appropriate content is essential and can be done only
when you understand the nature of the content. Ethics to write a book review with examples Different reviewers have different writing styles. Some are widely accepted, others not so much. What makes them so different? Here are the standards that every reviewer must follow. Using capitalised words is not usually tolerated when writing reviews,
emails, messages, etc., as it gives readers the impression that the writer is shouting. This can be offensive and lead to a decline in your readership. When writing a review, capital letters may only be used at the beginning of new sentences and in other exceptional cases. This is the most widely accepted ethical standard followed by reviewers
worldwide. Another point to consider when writing a book review is profanity. Using profanity can draw a lot of criticism from readers and hurt your book review. So, instead of harsh words, you can use subtle tones to express dissatisfaction in your book review. Avoid using borderline swear words (such as “duh”) in the review to cover up all the
instances when your reader might take offence to the language. When reading a book, you may need help finding the content satisfactory. In these cases, you can use subtle language to express your opinion. For example, in my previous reviews, I learned that one must use diplomacy to cover any unpleasant aspect. For example, instead of saying, “I
found the book slow and boring,” you could write, “The dragging plot makes for a mediocre reading experience.” See the difference? The first sentence seems harsh, but the second does not contain the tedious aspect of the book. By being diplomatic, you can tone down the unpleasantness and replace it with content that will benefit readers. Please
don’t use overly friendly language in your review. A book review may contain your thoughts and opinions, but it is still a professional text. You can use a professional tone mixed with a personal style when writing your checks. This could help expand your readership and make your review popular. For example, the sentence ” I liked how the author
used a fast-paced story in the book” comes across as personal rather than professional. So instead, you can write, “The fast-paced storyline is one of the commendable aspects of the book.” How does that sound to you? Hold back on personal comments and save them for reviews. Remember that the summary of the book does not need private
comments. Tips for writinga good book review with examples As anyone with experience knows, book reviews play an essential role in the success of a book. It helps you share your thoughts and opinions with other readers. A good review can build a solid reader base; a poorly written review can significantly affect the book’s reception. We will know
how to express your thoughts professionally, improve your reader base, and learn how to write a book review with examples. Think hypothetically. You are asked to read an article about a book. What would you look for? For me, the answer is simple. I would look for a catchy opening line that would grab my attention. Now the question is, how do you
do that? Before you start writing, look for an appropriate quote or a few lines that describe the book you are reviewing. When readers visit your site, they usually see the paragraph or a few lines from the review and decide whether to read the entire article or skip it. The presence of quotes in your book review, which are otherwise insignificant, can
significantly impact your article and increase your chances of attracting a larger readership. How would you feel if you were watching a new movie and someone came up to you and told you how it ended? It hurts. It takes all the fun out of it for you. It’s similar to books and book reviews. Readers usually only appreciate it when there are no spoilers in
reviews. For example, in a thriller, you know that a central character dies, significantly impacting the story. In this case, could you write the review around the level and avoid mentioning the surface in great detail? This way, you can explain the book’s important events without saying the character’s involvement. In short, if you want your article to be
successful, you should not include spoilers. Clarity is another important factor when writing a book review. When writing a book review, you should ensure that the sentences are clear and easy to understand. This can be achieved by keeping your sentences short and contextual. For example, you explain part of the book and then want to move on to
the characters. “This brings us to another aspect of the book.” This sentence needs to clarify precisely what you are talking about. So instead, it is ” About character development of the characters ..” This sounds clearer than what you’d like to talk about. Clarity makes for a smooth reading flow, avoids confusion, and makes your review more
engaging. One of the most common errors I have seen in reviews is glossing over the words. What readers are looking for in a study is honesty. They want your honest opinion about whether the book is worth reading. If you do not like the book, say so. Then let them decide if they should consider your opinion. An over-the-top review with only
optimistic points for an average book could hurt your review. If you have trouble describing your dissatisfaction with the book, visit other sites like Goodreads.com and read the comments section to gather more information. Before you begin the first draft of the review, please take a moment to ask yourself a question. Who will read my review? This
will give you a clear idea of the language you want to use. For example, if you are writing a review for a children’s book, you must use language that any middle school child can understand. Another example might be this article. Reviewers are professionals and have an extensive vocabulary. To keep readers engaged, I need to keep my points simple
and progressive so that they interest people. This is where your notes come in. The points you noted as you read can become an essential part of this section. Praise and criticism reflect the quality of the book’s content. Make sure to cite your points carefully. Another essential thing to remember is that when you describe your points, make sure they
are connected. For example, use a gentle and polite tone to explain the harsh negative issues and word down the positive points to make the reviews sound more diplomatic. The summary of the book should include a few significant and essential plot points which make up most of the book. Again, do not add any matter which might give away a critical
twist in the book. Connect the ends and summarise the book in a paragraph or however convenient. Another essential point to consider before publishing an article is proofreading. You may often find that many things still need to be corrected, even after editing. In this case, go through the entire piece again so that the necessary corrections can be
made and readers will find the article satisfactory. After you have finished the article, you should round it off with an apt conclusion. Essentially, the decision means a summary of what was in the review. Make sure that you briefly summarise all the main points. The most important part of a conclusion is the last line. In conclusion, the previous
sentence must summarise the article in a few words. For example, you can phrase the last line, “Overall, it’s a nice book that provides an exciting reading experience.” This line is the ultimate statement of positive or negative criticism of the book. The rating determines the quality of a book’s content and whether it is worth reading. The rating is
usually done on a 5-point scale or a 10-point scale. Therefore, it is essential that the rating matches the reviews. The rating scale is the first thing readers pay attention to. So make sure the rating is given after weighing the positive and negative reviews. The rating is explained in detail in the next section. The last and most important part of a book is
the recommendation part. It is based solely on your personal experience and reflects your book taste. If you would like to design an exceptional recommendation, please read the article’s next section. How does the rating scale work? While searching for a book on the internet, you have probably encountered various texts with ratings of 5 or 10. These
scales are the most common tools used in book reviews to determine a book’s success. High ratings are usually associated with high-quality content of the book. In other words, the higher the ratings, the more positive the feedback from readers. Here are the most commonly used rating scales and what they mean. Rating is essential if you want to
write a good book review; we will learn that with examples. 1- The book is not satisfactory 2- The book contains below-average content 3- The book has an average content 4- the book has a good-quality range and is widely read 5- the book has exceptional quality content When you give the rating in the book review, the main thing you should do is to
make sure that it is consistent with the content of the study. In other words, the rating should be given after weighing the positive and negative points in the review. Reviews reflect your thoughts about the quality of the book’s content. So, consider all aspects before rating the book, and you can write a good book review. I hope you’ll find our
examples helpful. How to write an exceptional recommendation section? The recommendation section is one of the essential parts to remember while you write a book review, and we will discuss it with examples. But, first, it would be best to keep a few things in mind to write a commendable recommendation section. For a book to be easily
accessible to readers, you must indicate the genre to which the text belongs. Some examples of genres are romance novels, historical novels, science fiction, young adult fiction, etc. By finding the appropriate genre of the book, you can let readers know what to expect. There are many cases when you are stuck and need help deciding on the genre of
the book. In this case, please focus on the main plot and what it describes. Otherwise, you can read other book reviews and find out the genre of a similar book. Look for similar stories by other authors. In many cases, readers will be happy to receive a recommendation for a similar story. For example, if you are reviewing a book of Gothic literature,
say The Thirteenth Tale, you can recommend other books of Gothic literature such as Rebeca, Wuthering Heights, etc. There are cases where you can recommend other books by the same author that follow a different plot but have similar aesthetics. For example, the recommendation for The Kite Runner might include A Thousand Radiant Suns,
another book by the same author. A recommendation section should include information about the author. For example, the books published and the writing style. Mentioning the author in the recommendation section can get readers interested in more of the author’s books and give them the fame they deserve. It is essential to determine the
appropriate age range for the reading audience. There are many factors to consider. For example, mature topics, profanity, sexual and erotic content, and religious content can significantly affect the age limit. For example, a book with themes such as murder and kidnapping with lots of blood and erotic content may not be appropriate for children and
teens. In this case, a supplement to the recommendation section indicating the preferred age limit for readers with an explanation is helpful. Last but not least, consider the reader’s interest and mention it in the review. For example, add, “This book is perfect for lovers of fantasy adventure with a touch of contemporary romance.” The information
may change depending on the genre of the book, but it is perfect as a closing line for the recommendations section and probably for the entire review. Perilous Obsession by Geoffrey M. Cooper Perilous Obsession by Geoffrey M. Cooper is a fantastic medical thriller novel. The book tells the story of Dr. Brad Parker and his partner, Agent Karen (FBI),
who investigates a seemingly straightforward murder case that turns into something sinister. As they investigate a death by overdose, Dr. Parker suspects something is happening within the organisation. Unfortunately, things worsen when the two doctors involved in the incident are found dead. When it turns out to be a ring of sex traffickers, it’s up
to Dr Parker and his trusted partner Karen to unravel the mystery and bring justice to the victims and perpetrators. The fast-paced plot helps create an appropriate environment of distrust. In addition to this statement, the excellent plot development makes this book even more compelling and exciting. The shocking twists and turns throughout the
book will have the reader biting their nails in anticipation. Although the book deals with issues such as sex trafficking, the erotic and profane content is minimal. An equally satisfying ending follows the sombre tone of the story. What is also fascinating about the book is that the detailed plot leaves no gaps in the story, bringing it full circle. Overall,
this medical thriller provides a unique reading experience. The presence of themes such as murder, rape, and sex trafficking make this book a preferred reading experience for an adult audience. I would give this book 5 out of 5 stars. This book is perfect for readers who love mystery and thriller novels. Tree Magic: The Path of Druids, Shamans, and
Mystics by Iva Kenaz Tree Magic: The Path of Druids, Shamans, and Mystics by Iva Kenaz is a well-written book that explores nature’s connection to the spiritual world and its significance in history. From the legendary Tree of Life to the Axis Mundi and the interdimensional portals, this book explores tree magic’s mythological and philosophical
background. In addition, it opens up many new and exciting facts about this subject. The book’s first part tries to solve the mystery of the World Tree and the Tree of Life. The different deities and the ancient connection between nature and the human species are wonderfully read with the help of myths worldwide. The second and third parts of the
book then focus on the practical applications of tree magic and a guide to understanding the magical trees and their meanings. This beautiful anthology has an apt ending that fits the magical tone of the book. The book strikes a balance between the mythological facts and the magical realism of tree magic. With a touch of astrology through the
connections of constellations and nature, the author creates a beautiful landscape without any boundaries. One reason that encourages people to read this book is to expand their spiritual knowledge and bring them closer to trees and nature. However, apart from the scenery and the successful formatting, there are some cases where the mythological
facts need improvement. Also, there are many instances where the gods deviate from the original form, as mentioned in other mythological sources. These errors aside, the formatting of the book is masterfully done. In addition, the lack of profanity and the purely spiritual content make this book a perfect read for adults. Overall, it is a delightful book
that will provide a comforting reading experience for readers interested in mythology and tree magic. Book reviews are essential for people to express their opinions about texts and form a community with like-minded readers. I hope you get all the answers to your question on How to write a book review, and our examples were helpful. You can
create unique content and expand your readership using the simple points above. Disclosure: All our content is honest. Also, some links in this post may be affiliate links, meaning we receive a commission if you click a link and purchase something we recommend. Which is your favorite book? Comment below. We would love to know your favorite
one. Subscribe to our newsletter to never miss our updates and book recommendation. Follow us on Instagram, Twitter, Pinterest, Youtube, Facebook, and Goodreads to learn more about us. P.S. If you share it, it will make our day. Have a great day ahead! Happy Reading, and Keep Smiling!!! Trust book recommendations from real people, not robots
It’s an exciting time to be a book reviewer. Once confined to print newspapers and journals, reviews now dot many corridors of the Internet — forever helping others discover their next great read. That said, every book reviewer will face a familiar panic: how can you do justice to a great book in just a thousand words? As you know, the best way to
learn how to do something is by immersing yourself in it. Luckily, the Internet (i.e. Goodreads and other review sites, in particular) has made book reviews more accessible than ever — which means that there are a lot of book reviews examples out there for you to view! In this post, we compiled 17 prototypical book review examples in multiple genres
to help you figure out how to write the perfect review. If you want to jump straight to the examples, you can skip the next section. Otherwise, let’s first check out what makes up a good review.Are you interested in becoming a book reviewer? We recommend you check out Reedsy Discovery, where you can earn money for writing reviews — and are
guaranteed people will read your reviews! To register as a book reviewer, sign up here.Pro-tip: But wait! How are you sure if you should become a book reviewer in the first place? If you're on the fence, or curious about your match with a book reviewing career, take our quick quiz: [] Should you become a book reviewer? Find out the answer. Takes 30
seconds! What must a book review contain?Like all works of art, no two book reviews will be identical. But fear not: there are a few guidelines for any aspiring book reviewer to follow. Most book reviews, for instance, are less than 1,500 words long, with the sweet spot hitting somewhere around the 1,000-word mark. (However, this may vary
depending on the platform on which you’re writing, as we’'ll see later.)In addition, all reviews share some universal elements, as shown in our book review templates. These include: A review will offer a concise plot summary of the book. A book review will offer an evaluation of the work. A book review will offer a recommendation for the audience. If
these are the basic ingredients that make up a book review, it’s the tone and style with which the book reviewer writes that brings the extra panache. This will differ from platform to platform, of course. A book review on Goodreads, for instance, will be much more informal and personal than a book review on Kirkus Reviews, as it is catering to a
different audience. However, at the end of the day, the goal of all book reviews is to give the audience the tools to determine whether or not they’d like to read the book themselves.Keeping that in mind, let’s proceed to some book review examples to put all of this in action. How much of a book nerd are you, really? Find out here, once and for all.
Takes 30 seconds! Book review examples for fiction booksSince story is king in the world of fiction, it probably won’t come as any surprise to learn that a book review for a novel will concentrate on how well the story was told.That said, book reviews in all genres follow the same basic formula that we discussed earlier. In these examples, you’ll be able
to see how book reviewers on different platforms expertly intertwine the plot summary and their personal opinions of the book to produce a clear, informative, and concise review.Note: Some of the book review examples run very long. If a book review is truncated in this post, we’ve indicated by including a [...] at the end, but you can always read the
entire review if you click on the link provided.Examples of literary fiction book reviewsKirkus Reviews reviews Ralph Ellison’s The Invisible Man: An extremely powerful story of a young Southern Negro, from his late high school days through three years of college to his life in Harlem. His early training prepared him for a life of humility before white
men, but through injustices- large and small, he came to realize that he was an "invisible man". People saw in him only a reflection of their preconceived ideas of what he was, denied his individuality, and ultimately did not see him at all. This theme, which has implications far beyond the obvious racial parallel, is skillfully handled. The incidents of the
story are wholly absorbing. The boy's dismissal from college because of an innocent mistake, his shocked reaction to the anonymity of the North and to Harlem, his nightmare experiences on a one-day job in a paint factory and in the hospital, his lightning success as the Harlem leader of a communistic organization known as the Brotherhood, his
involvement in black versus white and black versus black clashes and his disillusion and understanding of his invisibility- all climax naturally in scenes of violence and riot, followed by a retreat which is both literal and figurative. Parts of this experience may have been told before, but never with such freshness, intensity and power. This is Ellison's
first novel, but he has complete control of his story and his style. Watch it. Lyndsey reviews George Orwell’s 1984 on Goodreads: YOU. ARE. THE. DEAD. Oh my God. I got the chills so many times toward the end of this book. It completely blew my mind. It managed to surpass my high expectations AND be nothing at all like I expected. Or in Newspeak
"Double Plus Good." Let me preface this with an apology. If I sound stunningly inarticulate at times in this review, I can't help it. My mind is completely fried. This book is like the dystopian Lord of the Rings, with its richly developed culture and economics, not to mention a fully developed language called Newspeak, or rather more of the anti-
language, whose purpose is to limit speech and understanding instead of to enhance and expand it. The world-building is so fully fleshed out and spine-tinglingly terrifying that it's almost as if George travelled to such a place, escaped from it, and then just wrote it all down.I read Fahrenheit 451 over ten years ago in my early teens. At the time, I
remember really wanting to read 1984, although I never managed to get my hands on it. I'm almost glad I didn't. Though I would not have admitted it at the time, it would have gone over my head. Or at the very least, I wouldn't have been able to appreciate it fully. [...] The New York Times reviews Lisa Halliday’'s Asymmetry: Three-quarters of the
way through Lisa Halliday’s debut novel, “Asymmetry,” a British foreign correspondent named Alistair is spending Christmas on a compound outside of Baghdad. His fellow revelers include cameramen, defense contractors, United Nations employees and aid workers. Someone’s mother has FedExed a HoneyBaked ham from Maine; people are
smoking by the swimming pool. It is 2003, just days after Saddam Hussein’s capture, and though the mood is optimistic, Alistair is worrying aloud about the ethics of his chosen profession, wondering if reporting on violence doesn’t indirectly abet violence and questioning why he’d rather be in a combat zone than reading a picture book to his son. But
every time he returns to London, he begins to “spin out.” He can’t go home. “You observe what people do with their freedom — what they don’t do — and it’s impossible not to judge them for it,” he says.The line, embedded unceremoniously in the middle of a page-long paragraph, doubles, like so many others in “Asymmetry,” as literary criticism.
Halliday’s novel is so strange and startlingly smart that its mere existence seems like commentary on the state of fiction. One finishes “Asymmetry” for the first or second (or like this reader, third) time and is left wondering what other writers are not doing with their freedom — and, like Alistair, judging them for it.Despite its title, “Asymmetry”
comprises two seemingly unrelated sections of equal length, appended by a slim and quietly shocking coda. Halliday’s prose is clean and lean, almost reportorial in the style of W. G. Sebald, and like the murmurings of a shy person at a cocktail party, often comic only in single clauses. It’s a first novel that reads like the work of an author who has
published many books over many years. [...] Emily W. Thompson reviews Michael Doane's The Crossing on Reedsy Discovery: In Doane’s debut novel, a young man embarks on a journey of self-discovery with surprising results.An unnamed protagonist (The Narrator) is dealing with heartbreak. His love, determined to see the world, sets out for
Portland, Oregon. But he’s a small-town boy who hasn’t traveled much. So, the Narrator mourns her loss and hides from life, throwing himself into rehabbing an old motorcycle. Until one day, he takes a leap; he packs his bike and a few belongings and heads out to find the Girl.Following in the footsteps of Jack Kerouac and William Least Heat-Moon,
Doane offers a coming of age story about a man finding himself on the backroads of America. Doane’s a gifted writer with fluid prose and insightful observations, using The Narrator’s personal interactions to illuminate the diversity of the United States.The Narrator initially sticks to the highways, trying to make it to the West Coast as quickly as
possible. But a hitchhiker named Duke convinces him to get off the beaten path and enjoy the ride. “There’s not a place that’s like any other,” [39] Dukes contends, and The Narrator realizes he’s right. Suddenly, the trip is about the journey, not just the destination. The Narrator ditches his truck and traverses the deserts and mountains on his bike.
He destroys his phone, cutting off ties with his past and living only in the moment. As he crosses the country, The Narrator connects with several unique personalities whose experiences and views deeply impact his own. Duke, the complicated cowboy and drifter, who opens The Narrator’s eyes to a larger world. Zooey, the waitress in Colorado who
opens his heart and reminds him that love can be found in this big world. And Rosie, The Narrator’s sweet landlady in Portland, who helps piece him back together both physically and emotionally. This supporting cast of characters is excellent. Duke, in particular, is wonderfully nuanced and complicated. He’s a throwback to another time, a man
without a cell phone who reads Sartre and sleeps under the stars. Yet he’s also a grifter with a “love ‘em and leave ‘em” attitude that harms those around him. It’s fascinating to watch The Narrator wrestle with Duke’s behavior, trying to determine which to model and which to discard. Doane creates a relatable protagonist in The Narrator, whose
personal growth doesn’t erase his faults. His willingness to hit the road with few resources is admirable, and he’s prescient enough to recognize the jealousy of those who cannot or will not take the leap. His encounters with new foods, places, and people broaden his horizons. Yet his immaturity and selfishness persist. He tells Rosie she’s been a good
mother to him but chooses to ignore the continuing concern from his own parents as he effectively disappears from his old life. Despite his flaws, it’s a pleasure to accompany The Narrator on his physical and emotional journey. The unexpected ending is a fitting denouement to an epic and memorable road trip. The Book Smugglers review Anissa
Gray’s The Care and Feeding of Ravenously Hungry Girls: I am still dipping my toes into the literally fiction pool, finding what works for me and what doesn’t. Books like The Care and Feeding of Ravenously Hungry Girls by Anissa Gray are definitely my cup of tea. Althea and Proctor Cochran had been pillars of their economically disadvantaged
community for years - with their local restaurant/small market and their charity drives. Until they are found guilty of fraud for stealing and keeping most of the money they raised and sent to jail. Now disgraced, their entire family is suffering the consequences, specially their twin teenage daughters Baby Vi and Kim. To complicate matters even more:
Kim was actually the one to call the police on her parents after yet another fight with her mother. [...] Examples of children’s and YA fiction book reviews The Book Hookup reviews Angie Thomas’ The Hate U Give: ¥ Quick Thoughts and Rating: 5 stars! I can’t imagine how challenging it would be to tackle the voice of a movement like Black Lives
Matter, but I do know that Thomas did it with a finesse only a talented author like herself possibly could. With an unapologetically realistic delivery packed with emotion, The Hate U Give is a crucially important portrayal of the difficulties minorities face in our country every single day. I have no doubt that this book will be met with resistance by some
(possibly many) and slapped with a “controversial” label, but if you’'ve ever wondered what it was like to walk in a POC’s shoes, then I feel like this is an unflinchingly honest place to start. In Angie Thomas’s debut novel, Starr Carter bursts on to the YA scene with both heart-wrecking and heartwarming sincerity. This author is definitely one to watch.
¥ Review: The hype around this book has been unquestionable and, admittedly, that made me both eager to get my hands on it and terrified to read it. I mean, what if I was to be the one person that didn’t love it as much as others? (That seems silly now because of how truly mesmerizing THUG was in the most heartbreakingly realistic way.) However,
with the relevancy of its summary in regards to the unjust predicaments POC currently face in the US, I knew this one was a must-read, so I was ready to set my fears aside and dive in. That said, I had an altogether more personal, ulterior motive for wanting to read this book. [...] The New York Times reviews Melissa Albert’s The Hazel Wood: Alice
Crewe (a last name she’s chosen for herself) is a fairy tale legacy: the granddaughter of Althea Proserpine, author of a collection of dark-as-night fairy tales called “Tales From the Hinterland.” The book has a cult following, and though Alice has never met her grandmother, she’s learned a little about her through internet research. She hasn’t read the
stories, because her mother, Ella Proserpine, forbids it. Alice and Ella have moved from place to place in an attempt to avoid the “bad luck” that seems to follow them. Weird things have happened. As a child, Alice was kidnapped by a man who took her on a road trip to find her grandmother; he was stopped by the police before they did so. When at 17
she sees that man again, unchanged despite the years, Alice panics. Then Ella goes missing, and Alice turns to Ellery Finch, a schoolmate who’s an Althea Proserpine superfan, for help in tracking down her mother. Not only has Finch read every fairy tale in the collection, but handily, he remembers them, sharing them with Alice as they journey to the
mysterious Hazel Wood, the estate of her now-dead grandmother, where they hope to find Ella. “The Hazel Wood” starts out strange and gets stranger, in the best way possible. (The fairy stories Finch relays, which Albert includes as their own chapters, are as creepy and evocative as you’d hope.) Albert seamlessly combines contemporary realism
with fantasy, blurring the edges in a way that highlights that place where stories and real life convene, where magic contains truth and the world as it appears is false, where just about anything can happen, particularly in the pages of a very good book. It’s a captivating debut. [...] James reviews Margaret Wise Brown’s Goodnight, Moon on
Goodreads: Goodnight Moon by Margaret Wise Brown is one of the books that followers of my blog voted as a must-read for our Children's Book August 2018 Readathon. Come check it out and join the next few weeks!This picture book was such a delight. I hadn't remembered reading it when I was a child, but it might have been read to me... either
way, it was like a whole new experience! It's always so difficult to convince a child to fall asleep at night. I don't have kids, but I do have a 5-month-old puppy who whines for 5 minutes every night when he goes in his cage/crate (hopefully he'll be fully housebroken soon so he can roam around when he wants). I can only imagine! I babysat a lot as a
teenager and I have tons of younger cousins, nieces, and nephews, so I've been through it before, too. This was a believable experience, and it really helps show kids how to relax and just let go when it's time to sleep. The bunny's are adorable. The rhymes are exquisite. I found it pretty fun, but possibly a little dated given many of those things aren't
normal routines anymore. But the lessons to take from it are still powerful. Loved it! I want to sample some more books by this fine author and her illustrators. Publishers Weekly reviews Elizabeth Lilly’s Geraldine: This funny, thoroughly accomplished debut opens with two words: “I'm moving.” They’'re spoken by the title character while she swoons
across her family’s ottoman, and because Geraldine is a giraffe, her full-on melancholy mode is quite a spectacle. But while Geraldine may be a drama queen (even her mother says so), it won’t take readers long to warm up to her. The move takes Geraldine from Giraffe City, where everyone is like her, to a new school, where everyone else is human.
Suddenly, the former extrovert becomes “That Giraffe Girl,” and all she wants to do is hide, which is pretty much impossible. “Even my voice tries to hide,” she says, in the book’s most poignant moment. “It’s gotten quiet and whispery.” Then she meets Cassie, who, though human, is also an outlier (“I'm that girl who wears glasses and likes MATH and
always organizes her food”), and things begin to look up. Lilly’s watercolor-and-ink drawings are as vividly comic and emotionally astute as her writing; just when readers think there are no more ways for Geraldine to contort her long neck, this highly promising talent comes up with something new. Examples of genre fiction book reviews Karlyn P
reviews Nora Roberts’ Dark Witch, a paranormal romance novel, on Goodreads: 4 stars. Great world-building, weak romance, but still worth the read. I hesitate to describe this book as a 'romance' novel simply because the book spent little time actually exploring the romance between Iona and Boyle. Sure, there IS a romance in this novel. Sprinkled
throughout the book are a few scenes where Iona and Boyle meet, chat, wink at each, flirt some more, sleep together, have a misunderstanding, make up, and then profess their undying love. Very formulaic stuff, and all woven around the more important parts of this book.The meat of this book is far more focused on the story of the Dark witch and
her magically-gifted descendants living in Ireland. Despite being weak on the romance, I really enjoyed it. I think the book is probably better for it, because the romance itself was pretty lackluster stuff.I absolutely plan to stick with this series as I enjoyed the world building, loved the Ireland setting, and was intrigued by all of the secondary
characters. However, If you read Nora Roberts strictly for the romance scenes, this one might disappoint. But if you enjoy a solid background story with some dark magic and prophesies, you might enjoy it as much as I did. I listened to this one on audio, and felt the narration was excellent. Emily May reviews R.F. Kuang’s The Poppy Wars, an epic
fantasy novel, on Goodreads: “But I warn you, little warrior. The price of power is pain.” Holy hell, what did I just read??» A fantasy military school» A rich world based on modern Chinese history» Shamans and gods» Detailed characterization leading to unforgettable characters» Adorable, opium-smoking mentorsThat's a basic list, but this book is
all of that and SO MUCH MORE. I know 100% that The Poppy War will be one of my best reads of 2018.Isn't it just so great when you find one of those books that completely drags you in, makes you fall in love with the characters, and demands that you sit on the edge of your seat for every horrific, nail-biting moment of it? This is one of those books
for me. And I must issue a serious content warning: this book explores some very dark themes. Proceed with caution (or not at all) if you are particularly sensitive to scenes of war, drug use and addiction, genocide, racism, sexism, ableism, self-harm, torture, and rape (off-page but extremely horrific).Because, despite the fairly innocuous first 200
pages, the title speaks the truth: this is a book about war. All of its horrors and atrocities. It is not sugar-coated, and it is often graphic. The "poppy" aspect refers to opium, which is a big part of this book. It is a fantasy, but the book draws inspiration from the Second Sino-Japanese War and the Rape of Nanking. Crime Fiction Lover reviews Jessica
Barry’s Freefall, a crime novel: In some crime novels, the wrongdoing hits you between the eyes from page one. With others it’s a more subtle process, and that’s OK too. So where does Freefall fit into the sliding scale? In truth, it’s not clear. This is a novel with a thrilling concept at its core. A woman survives plane crash, then runs for her life.
However, it is the subtleties at play that will draw you in like a spider beckoning to an unwitting fly.Like the heroine in Sharon Bolton’s Dead Woman Walking, Allison is lucky to be alive. She was the only passenger in a private plane, belonging to her fiancé, Ben, who was piloting the expensive aircraft, when it came down in woodlands in the Colorado
Rockies. Ally is also the only survivor, but rather than sitting back and waiting for rescue, she is soon pulling together items that may help her survive a little longer - first aid kit, energy bars, warm clothes, trainers - before fleeing the scene. If you're hearing the faint sound of alarm bells ringing, get used to it. There’s much, much more to learn
about Ally before this tale is over.Kirkus Reviews reviews Ernest Cline’s Ready Player One, a science-fiction novel:Video-game players embrace the quest of a lifetime in a virtual world; screenwriter Cline’s first novel is old wine in new bottles.The real world, in 2045, is the usual dystopian horror story. So who can blame Wade, our narrator, if he
spends most of his time in a virtual world? The 18-year-old, orphaned at 11, has no friends in his vertical trailer park in Oklahoma City, while the OASIS has captivating bells and whistles, and it’s free. Its creator, the legendary billionaire James Halliday, left a curious will. He had devised an elaborate online game, a hunt for a hidden Easter egg. The
finder would inherit his estate. Old-fashioned riddles lead to three keys and three gates. Wade, or rather his avatar Parzival, is the first gunter (egg-hunter) to win the Copper Key, first of three. Halliday was obsessed with the pop culture of the 1980s, primarily the arcade games, so the novel is as much retro as futurist. Parzival’s great strength is that
he has absorbed all Halliday’s obsessions; he knows by heart three essential movies, crossing the line from geek to freak. His most formidable competitors are the Sixers, contract gunters working for the evil conglomerate 101, whose goal is to acquire the OASIS. Cline’s narrative is straightforward but loaded with exposition. It takes a while to reach a
scene that crackles with excitement: the meeting between Parzival (now world famous as the lead contender) and Sorrento, the head of IOI. The latter tries to recruit Parzival; when he fails, he issues and executes a death threat. Wade’s trailer is demolished, his relatives killed; luckily Wade was not at home. Too bad this is the dramatic high point.
Parzival threads his way between more '80s games and movies to gain the other keys; it’s clever but not exciting. Even a romance with another avatar and the ultimate “epic throwdown” fail to stir the blood.Too much puzzle-solving, not enough suspense.Book review examples for non-fiction books Nonfiction books are generally written to inform
readers about a certain topic. As such, the focus of a nonfiction book review will be on the clarity and effectiveness of this communication. In carrying this out, a book review may analyze the author’s source materials and assess the thesis in order to determine whether or not the book meets expectations.Again, we’ve included abbreviated versions of
long reviews here, so feel free to click on the link to read the entire piece!The Washington Post reviews David Grann’s Killers of the Flower Moon: The arc of David Grann’s career reminds one of a software whiz-kid or a latest-thing talk-show host — certainly not an investigative reporter, even if he is one of the best in the business. The newly released
movie of his first book, “The Lost City of Z,” is generating all kinds of Oscar talk, and now comes the release of his second book, “Killers of the Flower Moon: The Osage Murders and the Birth of the FBI,” the film rights to which have already been sold for $5 million in what one industry journal called the “biggest and wildest book rights auction in
memory.” Grann deserves the attention. He’s canny about the stories he chases, he’s willing to go anywhere to chase them, and he’s a maestro in his ability to parcel out information at just the right clip: a hint here, a shading of meaning there, a smartly paced buildup of multiple possibilities followed by an inevitable reversal of readerly expectations
or, in some cases, by a thrilling and dislocating pull of the entire narrative rug. All of these strengths are on display in “Killers of the Flower Moon.” Around the turn of the 20th century, oil was discovered underneath Osage lands in the Oklahoma Territory, lands that were soon to become part of the state of Oklahoma. Through foresight and legal
maneuvering, the Osage found a way to permanently attach that oil to themselves and shield it from the prying hands of white interlopers; this mechanism was known as “headrights,” which forbade the outright sale of oil rights and granted each full member of the tribe — and, supposedly, no one else — a share in the proceeds from any lease
arrangement. For a while, the fail-safes did their job, and the Osage got rich — diamond-ring and chauffeured-car and imported-French-fashion rich — following which quite a large group of white men started to work like devils to separate the Osage from their money. And soon enough, and predictably enough, this work involved murder. Here in Jazz
Age America’s most isolated of locales, dozens or even hundreds of Osage in possession of great fortunes — and of the potential for even greater fortunes in the future — were dispatched by poison, by gunshot and by dynamite. [...] Stacked Books reviews Malcolm Gladwell’s Outliers: I've heard a lot of great things about Malcolm Gladwell’s writing.
Friends and co-workers tell me that his subjects are interesting and his writing style is easy to follow without talking down to the reader. I wasn’t disappointed with Outliers. In it, Gladwell tackles the subject of success - how people obtain it and what contributes to extraordinary success as opposed to everyday success.The thesis - that our success
depends much more on circumstances out of our control than any effort we put forth - isn’t exactly revolutionary. Most of us know it to be true. However, I don’t think I'm lying when I say that most of us also believe that we if we just try that much harder and develop our talent that much further, it will be enough to become wildly successful, despite
bad or just mediocre beginnings. Not so, says Gladwell.Most of the evidence Gladwell gives us is anecdotal, which is my favorite kind to read. I can’t really speak to how scientifically valid it is, but it sure makes for engrossing listening. For example, did you know that successful hockey players are almost all born in January, February, or March? Kids
born during these months are older than the others kids when they start playing in the youth leagues, which means they're already better at the game (because they’re bigger). Thus, they get more play time, which means their skill increases at a faster rate, and it compounds as time goes by. Within a few years, they’re much, much better than the
kids born just a few months later in the year. Basically, these kids’ birthdates are a huge factor in their success as adults - and it’s nothing they can do anything about. If anyone could make hockey interesting to a Texan who only grudgingly admits the sport even exists, it’s Gladwell. [...] Quill and Quire reviews Rick Prashaw’s Soar, Adam, Soar: Ten
years ago, I read a book called Almost Perfect. The young-adult novel by Brian Katcher won some awards and was held up as a powerful, nuanced portrayal of a young trans person. But the reality did not live up to the book’s billing. Instead, it turned out to be a one-dimensional and highly fetishized portrait of a trans person’s life, one that was
nevertheless repeatedly dubbed “realistic” and “affecting” by non-transgender readers possessing only a vague, mass-market understanding of trans experiences. In the intervening decade, trans narratives have emerged further into the literary spotlight, but those authored by trans people ourselves - and by trans men in particular - have seemed to
fall under the shadow of cisgender sensationalized imaginings. Two current Canadian releases - Soar, Adam, Soar and This One Looks Like a Boy - provide a pointed object lesson into why trans-authored work about transgender experiences remains critical.To be fair, Soar, Adam, Soar isn’t just a story about a trans man. It’s also a story about
epilepsy, the medical establishment, and coming of age as seen through a grieving father’s eyes. Adam, Prashaw’s trans son, died unexpectedly at age 22. Woven through the elder Prashaw’s narrative are excerpts from Adam’s social media posts, giving us glimpses into the young man’s interior life as he traverses his late teens and early 20s. [...]
Book Geeks reviews Elizabeth Gilbert’s Eat, Pray, Love: WRITING STYLE: 3.5/5 SUBJECT: 4/5 CANDIDNESS: 4.5/5 RELEVANCE: 3.5/5 ENTERTAINMENT QUOTIENT: 3.5/5 “Eat Pray Love” is so popular that it is almost impossible to not read it. Having felt ashamed many times on my not having read this book, I quietly ordered the book (before I saw
the movie) from amazon.in and sat down to read it. I don’t remember what I expected it to be - maybe more like a chick lit thing but it turned out quite different. The book is a real story and is a short journal from the time when its writer went travelling to three different countries in pursuit of three different things - Italy (Pleasure), India
(Spirituality), Bali (Balance) and this is what corresponds to the book’s name - EAT (in Italy), PRAY (in India) and LOVE (in Bali, Indonesia). These are also the three Is - ITALY, INDIA, INDONESIA.Though she had everything a middle-aged American woman can aspire for - MONEY, CAREER, FRIENDS, HUSBAND; Elizabeth was not happy in her life,
she wasn’t happy in her marriage. Having suffered a terrible divorce and terrible breakup soon after, Elizabeth was shattered. She didn’t know where to go and what to do - all she knew was that she wanted to run away. So she set out on a weird adventure - she will go to three countries in a year and see if she can find out what she was looking for in
life. This book is about that life changing journey that she takes for one whole year. [...] Emily May reviews Michelle Obama’s Becoming on Goodreads: Look, I'm not a happy crier. I might cry at songs about leaving and missing someone; I might cry at books where things don't work out; I might cry at movies where someone dies. I've just never really
understood why people get all choked up over happy, inspirational things. But Michelle Obama's kindness and empathy changed that. This book had me in tears for all the right reasons. This is not really a book about politics, though political experiences obviously do come into it. It's a shame that some will dismiss this book because of a difference in
political opinion, when it is really about a woman's life. About growing up poor and black on the South Side of Chicago; about getting married and struggling to maintain that marriage; about motherhood; about being thrown into an amazing and terrifying position. I hate words like "inspirational" because they've become so overdone and cheesy, but I
just have to say it-- Michelle Obama is an inspiration. I had the privilege of seeing her speak at The Forum in Inglewood, and she is one of the warmest, funniest, smartest, down-to-earth people I have ever seen in this world.And yes, I know we present what we want the world to see, but I truly do think it's genuine. I think she is someone who really
cares about people - especially kids - and wants to give them better lives and opportunities.She's obviously intelligent, but she also doesn't gussy up her words. She talks straight, with an openness and honesty rarely seen. She's been one of the most powerful women in the world, she's been a graduate of Princeton and Harvard Law School, she's had
her own successful career, and yet she has remained throughout that same girl - Michelle Robinson - from a working class family in Chicago.I don't think there's anyone who wouldn't benefit from reading this book.What next? Hopefully, this post has given you a better idea of how to write a book review. You might be wondering how to put all of this
knowledge into action now! Many book reviewers start out by setting up a book blog. If you don’t have time to research the intricacies of HTML, check out Reedsy Discovery — where you can read indie books for free and review them without going through the hassle of creating a blog. To register as a book reviewer, go here. And if you’d like to see
even more book review examples, simply go to this directory of book review blogs and click on any one of them to see a wealth of good book reviews. Beyond that, it's up to you to pick up a book and pen — and start reviewing! Join Reedsy Discovery and help us find great new books Submit your application The best books can go undiscovered. Be
part of the movement that shines a light on them. Read books for free Get unlimited access to our pool of fresh indie books submissions. Build your audience Become an influencer in your genre and grow your following. Help new authors get discovered Your reviews can help an unknown author find their audience. Learn more More posts from



across the blog. Biographer Richard Holmes once wrote that his work was “a kind of pursuit... writing about the pursuit of that fleeting figure, in such a way as to bring them alive in the present.” At the risk of sounding cliché, the best biographies do exactly this... Read post If you've always wanted to tackle the classics but never knew quite where to
begin, we've got you covered. We've hand selected 100 classic books to read, from authors spanning continents and millennia. Read post Our guide to the essential Ray Bradbury books, starting with the book-burning dystopia that made him a household name — 'Fahrenheit 451'. Read post Featured Discover Submit Reviewers This handout will help
you write a book review, a report or essay that offers a critical perspective on a text. It offers a process and suggests some strategies for writing book reviews. What is a review? A review is a critical evaluation of a text, event, object, or phenomenon. Reviews can consider books, articles, entire genres or fields of literature, architecture, art, fashion,
restaurants, policies, exhibitions, performances, and many other forms. This handout will focus on book reviews. For a similar assignment, see our handout on literature reviews. Above all, a review makes an argument. The most important element of a review is that it is a commentary, not merely a summary. It allows you to enter into dialogue and
discussion with the work’s creator and with other audiences. You can offer agreement or disagreement and identify where you find the work exemplary or deficient in its knowledge, judgments, or organization. You should clearly state your opinion of the work in question, and that statement will probably resemble other types of academic writing, with
a thesis statement, supporting body paragraphs, and a conclusion. Typically, reviews are brief. In newspapers and academic journals, they rarely exceed 1000 words, although you may encounter lengthier assignments and extended commentaries. In either case, reviews need to be succinct. While they vary in tone, subject, and style, they share some
common features: First, a review gives the reader a concise summary of the content. This includes a relevant description of the topic as well as its overall perspective, argument, or purpose. Second, and more importantly, a review offers a critical assessment of the content. This involves your reactions to the work under review: what strikes you as
noteworthy, whether or not it was effective or persuasive, and how it enhanced your understanding of the issues at hand. Finally, in addition to analyzing the work, a review often suggests whether or not the audience would appreciate it. Becoming an expert reviewer: three short examples Reviewing can be a daunting task. Someone has asked for
your opinion about something that you may feel unqualified to evaluate. Who are you to criticize Toni Morrison’s new book if you’'ve never written a novel yourself, much less won a Nobel Prize? The point is that someone—a professor, a journal editor, peers in a study group—wants to know what you think about a particular work. You may not be (or
feel like) an expert, but you need to pretend to be one for your particular audience. Nobody expects you to be the intellectual equal of the work’s creator, but your careful observations can provide you with the raw material to make reasoned judgments. Tactfully voicing agreement and disagreement, praise and criticism, is a valuable, challenging skill,
and like many forms of writing, reviews require you to provide concrete evidence for your assertions. Consider the following brief book review written for a history course on medieval Europe by a student who is fascinated with beer: Judith Bennett’s Ale, Beer, and Brewsters in England: Women’s Work in a Changing World, 1300-1600, investigates
how women used to brew and sell the majority of ale drunk in England. Historically, ale and beer (not milk, wine, or water) were important elements of the English diet. Ale brewing was low-skill and low status labor that was complimentary to women’s domestic responsibilities. In the early fifteenth century, brewers began to make ale with hops, and
they called this new drink “beer.” This technique allowed brewers to produce their beverages at a lower cost and to sell it more easily, although women generally stopped brewing once the business became more profitable. The student describes the subject of the book and provides an accurate summary of its contents. But the reader does not learn
some key information expected from a review: the author’s argument, the student’s appraisal of the book and its argument, and whether or not the student would recommend the book. As a critical assessment, a book review should focus on opinions, not facts and details. Summary should be kept to a minimum, and specific details should serve to
illustrate arguments. Now consider a review of the same book written by a slightly more opinionated student: Judith Bennett’s Ale, Beer, and Brewsters in England: Women’s Work in a Changing World, 1300-1600 was a colossal disappointment. I wanted to know about the rituals surrounding drinking in medieval England: the songs, the games, the
parties. Bennett provided none of that information. I liked how the book showed ale and beer brewing as an economic activity, but the reader gets lost in the details of prices and wages. I was more interested in the private lives of the women brewsters. The book was divided into eight long chapters, and I can’t imagine why anyone would ever want to
read it. There’s no shortage of judgments in this review! But the student does not display a working knowledge of the book’s argument. The reader has a sense of what the student expected of the book, but no sense of what the author herself set out to prove. Although the student gives several reasons for the negative review, those examples do not
clearly relate to each other as part of an overall evaluation—in other words, in support of a specific thesis. This review is indeed an assessment, but not a critical one. Here is one final review of the same book: One of feminism’s paradoxes—one that challenges many of its optimistic histories—is how patriarchy remains persistent over time. While
Judith Bennett’s Ale, Beer, and Brewsters in England: Women’s Work in a Changing World, 1300-1600 recognizes medieval women as historical actors through their ale brewing, it also shows that female agency had its limits with the advent of beer. I had assumed that those limits were religious and political, but Bennett shows how a “patriarchal
equilibrium” shut women out of economic life as well. Her analysis of women’s wages in ale and beer production proves that a change in women’s work does not equate to a change in working women'’s status. Contemporary feminists and historians alike should read Bennett’s book and think twice when they crack open their next brewsky. This
student’s review avoids the problems of the previous two examples. It combines balanced opinion and concrete example, a critical assessment based on an explicitly stated rationale, and a recommendation to a potential audience. The reader gets a sense of what the book’s author intended to demonstrate. Moreover, the student refers to an argument
about feminist history in general that places the book in a specific genre and that reaches out to a general audience. The example of analyzing wages illustrates an argument, the analysis engages significant intellectual debates, and the reasons for the overall positive review are plainly visible. The review offers criteria, opinions, and support with
which the reader can agree or disagree. Developing an assessment: before you write There is no definitive method to writing a review, although some critical thinking about the work at hand is necessary before you actually begin writing. Thus, writing a review is a two-step process: developing an argument about the work under consideration, and
making that argument as you write an organized and well-supported draft. See our handout on argument. What follows is a series of questions to focus your thinking as you dig into the work at hand. While the questions specifically consider book reviews, you can easily transpose them to an analysis of performances, exhibitions, and other review
subjects. Don’t feel obligated to address each of the questions; some will be more relevant than others to the book in question. What is the thesis—or main argument—of the book? If the author wanted you to get one idea from the book, what would it be? How does it compare or contrast to the world you know? What has the book accomplished? What
exactly is the subject or topic of the book? Does the author cover the subject adequately? Does the author cover all aspects of the subject in a balanced fashion? What is the approach to the subject (topical, analytical, chronological, descriptive)? How does the author support their argument? What evidence do they use to prove their point? Do you find
that evidence convincing? Why or why not? Does any of the author’s information (or conclusions) conflict with other books you’ve read, courses you’'ve taken or just previous assumptions you had of the subject? How does the author structure their argument? What are the parts that make up the whole? Does the argument make sense? Does it
persuade you? Why or why not? How has this book helped you understand the subject? Would you recommend the book to your reader? Beyond the internal workings of the book, you may also consider some information about the author and the circumstances of the text’s production: Who is the author? Nationality, political persuasion, training,
intellectual interests, personal history, and historical context may provide crucial details about how a work takes shape. Does it matter, for example, that the biographer was the subject’s best friend? What difference would it make if the author participated in the events they write about? What is the book’s genre? Out of what field does it emerge?
Does it conform to or depart from the conventions of its genre? These questions can provide a historical or literary standard on which to base your evaluations. If you are reviewing the first book ever written on the subject, it will be important for your readers to know. Keep in mind, though, that naming “firsts”—alongside naming “bests” and “onlys”—
can be a risky business unless you’'re absolutely certain. Writing the review Once you have made your observations and assessments of the work under review, carefully survey your notes and attempt to unify your impressions into a statement that will describe the purpose or thesis of your review. Check out our handout on thesis statements. Then,
outline the arguments that support your thesis. Your arguments should develop the thesis in a logical manner. That logic, unlike more standard academic writing, may initially emphasize the author’s argument while you develop your own in the course of the review. The relative emphasis depends on the nature of the review: if readers may be more
interested in the work itself, you may want to make the work and the author more prominent; if you want the review to be about your perspective and opinions, then you may structure the review to privilege your observations over (but never separate from) those of the work under review. What follows is just one of many ways to organize a review.
Introduction Since most reviews are brief, many writers begin with a catchy quip or anecdote that succinctly delivers their argument. But you can introduce your review differently depending on the argument and audience. The Writing Center’s handout on introductions can help you find an approach that works. In general, you should include: The
name of the author and the book title and the main theme. Relevant details about who the author is and where they stand in the genre or field of inquiry. You could also link the title to the subject to show how the title explains the subject matter. The context of the book and/or your review. Placing your review in a framework that makes sense to your
audience alerts readers to your “take” on the book. Perhaps you want to situate a book about the Cuban revolution in the context of Cold War rivalries between the United States and the Soviet Union. Another reviewer might want to consider the book in the framework of Latin American social movements. Your choice of context informs your
argument. The thesis of the book. If you are reviewing fiction, this may be difficult since novels, plays, and short stories rarely have explicit arguments. But identifying the book’s particular novelty, angle, or originality allows you to show what specific contribution the piece is trying to make. Your thesis about the book. Summary of content This should
be brief, as analysis takes priority. In the course of making your assessment, you’ll hopefully be backing up your assertions with concrete evidence from the book, so some summary will be dispersed throughout other parts of the review. The necessary amount of summary also depends on your audience. Graduate students, beware! If you are writing
book reviews for colleagues—to prepare for comprehensive exams, for example—you may want to devote more attention to summarizing the book’s contents. If, on the other hand, your audience has already read the book—such as a class assignment on the same work—you may have more liberty to explore more subtle points and to emphasize your
own argument. See our handout on summary for more tips. Analysis and evaluation of the book Your analysis and evaluation should be organized into paragraphs that deal with single aspects of your argument. This arrangement can be challenging when your purpose is to consider the book as a whole, but it can help you differentiate elements of your
criticism and pair assertions with evidence more clearly. You do not necessarily need to work chronologically through the book as you discuss it. Given the argument you want to make, you can organize your paragraphs more usefully by themes, methods, or other elements of the book. If you find it useful to include comparisons to other books, keep
them brief so that the book under review remains in the spotlight. Avoid excessive quotation and give a specific page reference in parentheses when you do quote. Remember that you can state many of the author’s points in your own words. Conclusion Sum up or restate your thesis or make the final judgment regarding the book. You should not
introduce new evidence for your argument in the conclusion. You can, however, introduce new ideas that go beyond the book if they extend the logic of your own thesis. This paragraph needs to balance the book’s strengths and weaknesses in order to unify your evaluation. Did the body of your review have three negative paragraphs and one favorable
one? What do they all add up to? The Writing Center’s handout on conclusions can help you make a final assessment. In review Finally, a few general considerations: Review the book in front of you, not the book you wish the author had written. You can and should point out shortcomings or failures, but don’t criticize the book for not being something
it was never intended to be. With any luck, the author of the book worked hard to find the right words to express her ideas. You should attempt to do the same. Precise language allows you to control the tone of your review. Never hesitate to challenge an assumption, approach, or argument. Be sure, however, to cite specific examples to back up your
assertions carefully. Try to present a balanced argument about the value of the book for its audience. You're entitled—and sometimes obligated—to voice strong agreement or disagreement. But keep in mind that a bad book takes as long to write as a good one, and every author deserves fair treatment. Harsh judgments are difficult to prove and can
give readers the sense that you were unfair in your assessment. A great place to learn about book reviews is to look at examples. The New York Times Sunday Book Review and The New York Review of Books can show you how professional writers review books. Works consulted We consulted these works while writing this handout. This is not a
comprehensive list of resources on the handout’s topic, and we encourage you to do your own research to find additional publications. Please do not use this list as a model for the format of your own reference list, as it may not match the citation style you are using. For guidance on formatting citations, please see the UNC Libraries citation tutorial.
We revise these tips periodically and welcome feedback. Drewry, John. 1974. Writing Book Reviews. Boston: Greenwood Press. Hoge, James. 1987. Literary Reviewing. Charlottesville: University Virginia of Press. Sova, Dawn, and Harry Teitelbaum. 2002. How to Write Book Reports, 4th ed. Lawrenceville, NY: Thomson/Arco. Walford, A.]. 1986.
Reviews and Reviewing: A Guide. Phoenix: Oryx Press. This work is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND 4.0 You may reproduce it for non-commercial use if you use the entire handout and attribute the source: The Writing Center, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill Make a Gift



