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How	to	test	for	dog	bite	treatment	at	home

No	one	goes	into	pet	ownership	expecting	to	have	to	give	up	their	animal	companion,	but	sometimes,	unexpected	life	changes	make	the	decision	unavoidable.	As	someone	who	was	forced	to	relinquish	a	dog	in	the	past,	the	emotions	of	loss,	guilt,	and	heartbreak	are	overwhelming.	That,	combined	with	the	implied	time	constraint,	can	make	you
overlook	key	steps	in	the	rehoming	process.	It’s	hard,	but	it	doesn’t	have	to	be	as	stressful	as	it	seems.	With	some	proper	steps	taken	beforehand,	you	can	reduce	the	likelihood	you	have	to	surrender	your	pet.	If	keeping	your	furry	companion	isn’t	an	option,	you	can	follow	these	tips	to	make	sure	they	find	a	home	that	is	both	amenable	and
accommodating	to	your	animal.Before	You	SurrenderMany	animals	are	surrendered	not	because	they’re	bad	pets	but	because	owners	can	no	longer	afford	to	care	for	them.	A	dearth	of	financial	resources	might	be	the	reason	you	need	to	surrender	your	pet,	but	there	are	ways	to	make	ends	meet	for	your	furry	friend	before	giving	up	on	them	entirely.
You	should	make	your	best	attempt	to	scope	out	alternative	options	that	let	you	keep	your	pet.Find	Financial	or	Medical	Assistance	OrganizationsIf	expensive	medical	bills	are	the	primary	reason	you	can	no	longer	afford	to	keep	your	pet,	you	can	apply	for	funding	from	organizations	created	to	provide	medical	assistance	to	pets	in	need.	The	Humane
Society	has	a	list	of	organizations	providing	financial	aid	assistance	for	pets,	organized	by	state.	Service	dogs	have	an	important	job	to	do,	but	that	doesn’t	make	them	any	less	cute.	If	you	want	to…Read	moreYou	can	lower	the	cost	of	veterinary	care	either	by	discussing	payment	plans	with	your	veterinarian,	or	by	contacting	veterinary	colleges
accredited	by	the	American	Veterinary	Medical	Association.	Some	organizations,	like	Corgi	Aid	or	WestieMed,	are	designed	to	aid	animals	of	particular	breeds	or	with	particular	illnesses,	so	if	you	find	an	organization	that	fits	your	requirements,	don’t	hesitate	to	contact	them.	Hit	up	Google	and	search	for	organizations	catering	to	your	particular	pet
type	or	breed,	and	be	sure	to	search	nearby	states	in	case	no	compatible	organizations	are	available	in	your	area.Turn	to	Friends	and	Family	FirstYou	may	be	lucky	enough	to	have	a	support	group	in	the	form	of	family	and	friends	that	can	help	you	stay	close	to	your	animal	companion,	even	if	you	can’t	be	by	their	side.	Talk	to	relatives	to	see	if	they’d
be	willing	to	adopt	or	at	least	foster	your	animal	until	you’re	able	to	regain	custody	of	them.	They’re	your	best	bet	at	finding	a	loving	home,	especially	if	they’re	familiar	with	your	furry	friend.	When	I	surrendered	my	own	dog	I	was	able	to	place	him	in	the	care	of	a	family	friend	who	had,	unbeknownst	to	me,	recently	lost	their	own	dog	after	many	years
together.If	you’re	friends	with	other	pet	owners,	or	frequent	communal	locations	like	dog	parks,	you	can	chat	with	fellow	animal	owners	and	ask	them	if	they’re	interested	in	adopting	your	pet,	or	fostering	them	until	you’re	able	to	reclaim	them.Talk	to	Your	VetYou	should	also	discuss	your	decision	with	your	veterinarian.	They	may	know	someone
willing	to	adopt	your	animal,	be	willing	to	negotiate	on	pricing	so	you	can	continue	to	afford	your	animal’s	medical	care,	or	at	the	very	least	know	how	to	properly	navigate	the	emotional	trauma	of	surrendering	an	animal.Surrendering	Your	PetBuild	a	Care	KitBefore	you	say	goodbye	to	your	animal	companion,	be	sure	to	provide	them	with	what	they’ll
need	to	transition	into	their	new	home	with	minimal	stress.	That	means	providing	a	supply	of	your	pet’s	food,	including	treats	and	other	toys	they	enjoy,	and	other	equipment	they’re	familiar	with,	like	their	bed,	walking	harness,	or	crate.You	should	also	craft	an	honest	description	of	your	pet	to	appeal	to	potential	adoptees.	You	might	want	to	embellish
a	bit,	but	if	your	pet	has	a	habit	of	peeing	on	the	rug	that	you	decide	to	brush	under	said	rug,	it	could	result	in	your	surrendered	pet	returning	once	again	to	an	adoption	center,	this	time	without	you	to	facilitate	the	process.	Owning	a	dog	is	a	priceless	experience,	but	it	also	takes	a	lot	of	hard	work.	Getting	started	is…Read	moreLook	For	Homes	In-
Person	and	OnlineIf	you	can’t	find	anyone	to	adopt	your	dog,	you	can	turn	to	sites	dedicated	to	rehoming	pets.	Get	Your	Pet	and	Rehome	are	designed	to	help	animal	owners	find	new	homes	for	pets	they	can	no	longer	care	for.	You	should	contact	your	local	animal	shelter,	where	you’ll	most	likely	need	to	make	an	appointment,	in	order	to	discuss	the
rehoming	options	your	pet	has.	Surrendering	an	animal	may	cost	you,	so	research	potential	fees	(be	prepared	to	spend	$30-$50)	before	setting	up	an	appointment.Get	Your	Affairs	in	OrderIf	you’ve	had	your	animal	companion	for	a	while,	you	probably	have	a	record	of	their	existence	on	hand.	You	should	gather	all	forms	of	identification	for	your	pet,
including	licenses	for	dogs,	vaccination	records,	and	other	pertinent	information	someone	adopting	your	animal	should	know.Clean	Your	Pet	UpPutting	your	best	paw	forward	is	pretty	important	when	you’re	trying	to	rehome	or	surrender	your	pet.	You	should	groom	your	pet	so	they	look	their	best,	and	take	some	flattering	photos	of	your	animal
companion,	if	only	to	have	something	by	which	you	can	remember	their	impact	in	your	life.Teresa	Berg	of	Dallas,	Texas	is	a	professional	pet	photographer	who	specializes	in	glamour	shots…Read	moreSurrendering	an	animal	is	hard,	but	making	such	a	tough	decision	in	a	responsible	manner	is	just	as	important	as	properly	caring	for	your	pet	in	the
first	place.	Being	prepared	to	provide	your	animal	companion	with	the	resources,	equipment,	and	time	needed	to	find	a	new	home	comes	with	the	territory	of	pet	ownership.	Circumstances	are	often	out	of	our	control,	but	how	we	respond	to	adverse	situations	affects	more	than	ourselves.	It	often	affects	the	ones	you	love,	furry	or	otherwise.		Back	to
Previous	Page	[PDF-1.13	MB]	Spot	is	the	cutest	pup	in	Chatfield	State	Park	Dog	Park,	as	usual,	but	the	rough	looking	pit	bull	with	a	scar	across	its	eye	seems	to	take	offense	to	being	upstaged.	The	pit	bull	starts	growling	and	lunges	at	Spot.	You	intercede	and	save	your	furry	friend,	but	not	before	the	vicious	beast	takes	a	bite	at	your	arm.	The	owner
is	apologetic,	but	apologies	aren't	going	to	pay	the	medical	bills;	you	need	to	initiate	a	personal	injury	lawsuit.	Dog	bite	lawsuits	are	confusing	for	the	layman,	so	FindLaw	has	created	this	general	outline	to	give	you	an	idea	of	what's	ahead	in	a	typical	Denver	dog	bite	lawsuit.	Dog	Bite	Statute	The	Colorado	dog	bite	statute,	found	in	Colorado	Statutes
section	13-21-124,	imposes	strict	liability	on	dog	owners	for	any	injury	caused	by	that	dog.	Strict	liability	means	that	the	plaintiff	does	not	need	to	prove	that	the	owner	knew	that	his	or	her	dog	had	vicious	propensities,	as	required	by	the	common	law	action	detailed	below,	so	an	action	under	this	statute	is	generally	easier	to	prove.	However,	this	type
of	lawsuit	has	some	limitations.	First,	the	statute	only	applies	to	dog	owners,	not	handlers	or	keepers	of	the	animal,	such	as	a	dog	walker.	Second,	the	statute	applies	only	to	a	"serious	bodily	injury,"	which	is	defined	as	a	"bodily	injury	which	involves	a	substantial	risk	of	death,	a	substantial	risk	of	serious	permanent	disfigurement,	a	substantial	risk	of
protracted	loss	or	impairment	of	the	function	of	any	part	or	organ	of	the	body,	or	breaks,	fractures,	or	burns	of	the	second	or	third	degree."	Emotional	distress,	for	example,	would	not	be	covered	under	the	statute	if	it	does	not	result	from	actual	physical	injury.	Finally,	a	plaintiff's	recovery	under	the	dog	bite	statute	is	limited	to	economic	damages;	the
statute	does	not	provide	for	non-economic	damages,	such	as	pain	and	suffering,	emotional	anguish,	or	inconvenience.	If	the	plaintiff	wishes	to	recover	non-economic	damages,	they	must	rely	on	common	law	actions	instead.	Another	interesting	aspect	of	the	statute	is	its	use	of	the	"one	bite	rule,"	which	is	covered	in	more	detail	below.	While	Denver
dogs	don't	get	one	free	bite	under	the	strict	liability	statute,	if	the	victim	can	prove	that	the	dog's	owner	knew	of	the	dog's	vicious	propensities,	he	or	she	can	make	a	motion	for	the	court	to	order	the	vicious	dog	to	be	euthanized.	Defenses	to	the	Dog	Bite	Statute	The	plaintiff	will	be	prevented	from	recovering	under	the	dog	bite	statute	if	he	or	she	was
trespassing,	provoking	the	dog,	or	ignored	a	"beware	of	dog"	or	"no	trespassers"	warning	sign.	Furthermore,	individuals	who	work	in	a	dog-related	industry	cannot	recover	under	this	statute,	as	it	is	their	job	to	encounter	this	type	of	risk.	This	includes	veterinarians,	dog	groomers,	professional	dog	handlers,	and	judges	at	a	dog	show.	Finally,	work
dogs	are	often	exempt	under	this	statute,	such	as	a	military	or	police	dog,	or	a	dog	that	was	working	as	a	hunting,	herding,	farming,	ranching,	or	predator	control	dog.	The	One	Bite	Rule	If	you	are	barred	from	bringing	an	action	under	the	dog	bite	statute,	or	wish	to	recover	non-economic	damages,	the	one	bite	rule	will	likely	play	a	key	role.	Under
this	common	law	doctrine,	a	dog	owner	or	handler	is	not	liable	for	injuries	caused	by	their	dog	unless	he	or	she	was	aware	that	the	dog	had	dangerous	or	vicious	propensities.	Thus,	the	plaintiff	must	prove	that	(a)	the	dog	previously	bit	someone,	and	(b)	the	defendant	was	aware	of	the	dog's	previous	conduct.	This	is	obviously	harder	to	prove	that	the
strict	liability	statute	due	to	the	difficulty	in	proving	the	defendant's	knowledge.	Like	the	dog	bite	statute,	individuals	who	trespass	to	encounter	a	vicious	dog,	or	otherwise	assume	the	risk	of	the	encounter	(for	example	by	provoking	it),	cannot	recover.	Negligence	Per	Se	The	law	of	negligence	requires	that	individuals	exercise	reasonable	care	to	avoid
accidentally	injuring	another.	A	reasonable	person	does	not	break	laws,	so	if	a	plaintiff	can	show	that	the	defendant	violated	a	law,	and	this	violation	caused	the	plaintiff's	injuries,	the	plaintiff	has	shown	that	the	defendant	was	negligent	per	se.	The	negligence	per	se	doctrine	may	come	into	play	in	dog	bite	cases	when	a	defendant	fails	to	abide	by
animal	control	laws.	For	example,	a	Denver	city	ordinance	requires	dog	owners	or	handlers	to	keep	the	dog	on	a	leash	and	under	control	at	all	times	(except	when	confined	on	the	dog	owner's	premise	or	in	designated	off-leash	dog	parks).	Furthermore,	Colorado	law	makes	it	illegal	for	anyone	to	simply	own	a	dangerous	dog.	If	the	plaintiff	can	prove
that	the	dog	was	dangerous,	he	or	she	could	succeed	in	a	negligence	action	by	simply	pointing	out	that	the	defendant's	dog	fits	within	the	statutory	definition	of	dangerous	(with	or	without	the	defendant's	knowledge).	Landlord	Liability	Denver	landlords	may	be	liable	for	bites	caused	by	their	tenants'	dogs	in	specific	circumstances.	This	action	in
available	under	the	Colorado	premises	liability	statute,	C.R.S.	section	13-21-115.	Colorado	courts	have	found	that	a	landlord	may	be	liable	for	a	tenant's	dog's	attack	only	if	the	landlord	actually	knew,	prior	to	entering	into	the	lease,	of	the	danger	presented	by	the	dog.	Statute	of	Limitations	Denver	plaintiffs	have	two	years	to	initiate	their	lawsuit
under	the	Colorado	statute	of	limitations	(C.R.S.	section	13-80-102(a)).	If	a	plaintiff	does	not	file	his	or	her	lawsuit	within	two	years	of	the	injury	causing	incident,	he	or	she	will	be	forever	prevented	from	recovering	damages.	Other	Resources	If	you	have	more	questions	about	dog	bite	law,	or	your	responsibilities	as	a	pet	owner,	contact	the	Denver
Animal	Shelter.	If	you	dog	is	lost,	or	possibly	was	picked	up	for	roaming	unattended,	check	out	their	pet	finder	page.	FindLaw	also	offers	general	information	on	dog	bite	laws	and	more.
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