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At	Leicester	Museum	&	Art	Gallery	you	can	seethe	most	important	collection	of	ancient	Egyptian	objects	in	the	East	Midlands.	The	galleries	feature	four	mummified	ancient	Egyptians	and	contain	figurines,	canopic	jars	and	fragments	of	the	Book	of	the	Dead	to	shed	light	on	how	the	ancient	Egyptians	viewed	death	and	the	afterlife.Here	are	some	of
highlights	of	the	collections.	The	coffin	of	Pa	Nesit	Tawy	Let	us	know	about	your	visit	to	Leicester	Guildhall	on	Tripadvisor.	Visitor	Comments'This	has	got	to	be	one	of	the	best	historical	buildings	in	the	East	Midlands.	Its	close	to	the	Cathedral	and	the	Richard	3rd	centre	and	is	well	worth	a	visit	if	you	enjoy	your	history.''So	good	that	such	a	lovely	and
quite	unique	building	has	survived.	The	Guildhall	is	one	of	the	many	gems	in	a	city	which	has	so	much	to	offer	in	terms	of	architecture,	museums	and	galleries.''Thank	you	so	much	for	making	our	wedding	a	truly	wonderful	event,	we	couldnt	have	wished	for	more.	You	were	all	very	kind,	helpful	and	accommodating.	We	had	the	most	amazing	and
unforgettable	day.'In	reference	to	the	monthly	history	tours:'The	Guildhall	Tour	was	excellent!	The	tour	guide	Mark	had	a	very	engaging	style,	the	tour	lasted	1.5	hours	but	was	fascinating	all	the	way	through.	I	had	no	idea	the	Guildhall	was	so	central	not	only	to	the	history	of	Leicester	but	all	of	England,	amazing	to	think	of	all	the	things	that
occurred	there.'	Published:	7	February	2023	We	are	delighted	to	announce	an	exciting	new	partnership	between	Leicester	Museums	&	Galleries	and	the	National	Gallery.As	part	of	the	National	Gallerys	200th	Anniversary,	12	museums	around	the	country	will	be	displaying	12	iconic	artworks	from	national	collection	in	the	summer	of	2024,	under	the
title	'National	Treasures'.Leicester	Museum	&	Art	Gallery	will	be	displaying	Pierre	Auguste	Renoirs	masterpiece	The	Umbrellas	(c	1886),	one	of	the	most	famous	artworks	in	the	world.	The	National	Gallery	today	announces	the	partner	venues	taking	part	in	National	Treasures,	12	displays	of	loaned	paintings	all	opening	on	10	May	2024,	the	200th
birthday	of	the	National	Gallery.'National	Treasures'	is	a	key	strand	of	the	programme	celebrating	the	Gallerys	Bicentenary.	Each	partner	venue	will	receive	a	masterpiece	from	the	Gallerys	collection	and	will	curate	around	it,	involving	interpretation,	community	engagement	and	events,	or	exhibitions.	For	the	duration	of	the	displays,	35	million
people	-	more	than	half	the	UK	population	-	will	be	within	an	hours	journey	of	a	National	Gallery	masterpiece.The	partners	and	the	paintings	they	are	receiving	are:Ashmolean	Museum,	Oxford,	The	Wilton	Diptych	(about	13959)Brighton	Museum	and	Art	Gallery,	Self	Portrait	at	the	Age	of	34	(1640),	Rembrandt	(16061669)Bristol	Museum	and	Art
Gallery,	The	Hay	Wain	(1821),	John	Constable	(17761837)The	Fitzwilliam	Museum,	Cambridge,	Venus	and	Mars	(about	1485),	Sandro	Botticelli	(about	1445-1510)Ikon	Gallery,	Birmingham,	Self	Portrait	as	Saint	Catherine	of	Alexandria	(about	161517),	Artemisia	Gentileschi	(15931654	or	later)Laing	Art	Gallery,	Newcastle,	The	Fighting	Temeraire
(1839),	Joseph	Mallord	William	Turner	(1775-1851)Leicester	Museum	and	Art	Gallery,	The	Umbrellas	(about	18816),	Pierre-Auguste	Renoir	(18411919)The	National	Library	of	Wales,	Aberystwyth,	The	Stonemasons	Yard	(about	1725),	Canaletto	(16971768)Scottish	National	Gallery,	Edinburgh,	A	Young	Woman	standing	at	a	Virginal	(about	16702),
Johannes	Vermeer	(16321675)Ulster	Museum,	Belfast,	The	Supper	at	Emmaus	(1601),	Michelangelo	Merisi	da	Caravaggio	(15711610)Walker	Art	Gallery,	Liverpool,	The	Rokeby	Venus	(164751),	Diego	Velzquez	(15991660)York	Art	Gallery,	The	Water-Lily	Pond	(1899),	Claude	Monet	(18401926)Christine	Riding,	Jacob	Rothschild	Head	of	the	Curatorial
Department,	says,	We	thought	carefully	about	where	to	send	these	most	iconic	and	well-loved	paintings	in	our	collection.	As	well	as	being	able	to	look	after	these	works	to	an	extremely	high	standard,	we	approached	our	partners	for	National	Treasures	because	of	their	exciting	ideas	and	brilliant	reputations	within	their	community.	We	are	very
excited	to	see	the	interpretation	and	audiences	that	our	partners	will	bring	to	these	most	treasured	paintings.Gabriele	Finaldi,	Director	of	the	National	Gallery,	says,	In	our	Bicentenary	year,	we	want	to	reaffirm	our	role	as	the	nations	gallery.	Our	collection	belongs	to	the	UK	public	and	were	very	pleased	to	work	with	such	an	exciting	range	of	partner
venues	to	help	realise	this.	These	exhibitions	provide	a	unique	opportunity	for	people	all	over	the	country	to	see	up	close	some	of	the	greatest	works	from	the	history	of	Western	art	and	we	hope	that	many	visitors	will	discover	their	local	museums	and	be	inspired	to	visit	us	in	Trafalgar	Square	to	see	even	more	of	our	collection.Arts	and	Heritage
Minister,	Lord	Parkinson	of	Whitley	Bay,	says,	Everyone	should	have	access	to	our	country's	great	treasures,	no	matter	where	they	live.	I'm	delighted	that	these	masterpieces	will	be	going	on	display	in	galleries	across	the	nation	so	more	people	can	enjoy	and	be	inspired	by	the	National	Gallery's	world-class	collections.Read	more	on	The	National
Gallery	Website.	An	exciting	and	immersive	journey	into	the	world	of	graffiti	art	Graffwerk	and	MBD	present	an	exciting	and	immersive	journey	into	the	world	of	graffiti	art.	Using	large	scale	projections	and	in-depth	interviews,	this	beautifully	animated	exhibition	uncovers	fascinating	stories	from	some	of	the	most	high-profile	graffiti	writers	of
today.Discover	the	incredible	story	of	Repainting	Subway	Art,	the	culmination	of	a	10-year	project	by	the	Dutch	graffiti	writer	TRIPL/FURIOUS,	guest	curated	by	Jasper	Van	Es.	These	works	are	a	visually	stunning	homage	to	the	bestselling	book,	Subway	Art,	which	captured	the	exciting	spirit	of	early	graffiti	art,	and	helped	make	the	movement	famous
around	the	world.Bring	The	Paint	international	street	art	festival	returns	to	Leicester	from	20	-	26	May,	with	large	scale	murals,	exhibitions	and	workshops	across	the	city.Supported	byThe	exhibition	has	been	made	possible	by	Arts	Council	England,	BID	Leicester	and	Leicester	Museums	&	Galleries.	Back	to	What's	On	As	part	of	a	major	capital
investment	in	Leicester	Museum	&	Art	Gallery,	we	are	currently	working	to	create	a	range	of	new	galleries.Wild	Space,	the	Den	and	the	ground	floor	art	galleries	including	the	Victorian	Art,	Arts	and	Crafts	and	Picasso	Ceramics	galleries	are	now	closed.During	this	development	period,	the	museums	other	galleries,	including	our	exciting	programme
of	temporary	exhibitions,	will	remain	open	to	visitors.From	Monday	13th	January	2025	and	for	the	duration	of	our	programme	of	works,	our	car	park	will	no	longer	be	accessible	or	available	for	parking	cars	or	bicycles.Blue	badge	holders	can	park	for	free	on	the	On-Street	parking	within	the	locality.Other	nearby	alternatives	are:Victoria	Park	car
parkNewarke	St	car	park	Let	us	know	about	your	visit	to	Leicester	Museum	&	Art	Gallery	on	Tripadvisor.	Help	Improve	Leicester	Museums	&	GalleriesTake	the	Visitor	Survey	and	your	answers	will	help	to	improve	Leicester	Museums	&	Galleries	for	all	our	visitors.	Visitor	Comments'What	an	absolutely	brilliant	place	this,	there	is	an	incredible	range
of	exhibits	from	an	outstanding	dinosaur	exhibition,	through	an	impressive	Egyptian	one	to	the	quite	stunning	display	of	Victorian	art.	I	hadn't	expected	to	spend	anywhere	near	as	long	as	I	ended	up	spending	here,	but	I	was	just	drawn	in	by	everything.	Every	display	is	so	well	curated,	to	inform	and	entertain	and	to	keep	your	attention,	each	had	so
much	to	offer,	there	wasn't	one	that	I	walked	away	from	with	anything	but	appreciation	for	the	thought	that	had	gone	into	it.''We	had	a	fantastic	time	at	Leicester	Museum	&	Art	Gallery.	The	children	age	6	&	8	found	it	very	very	exciting	to	discover	what	ancient	Egypt	artefacts	they	could.	There	are	plenty	of	interactive	things	for	the	whole	family	to
do.	Would	highly	recommend	going.'Museum	of	SanctuaryLeicester	Museum	&	Art	Gallery	is	proud	to	announce	that	we	have	attained	the	prestigious	Museum	of	Sanctuary	Award.	We	join	only	four	other	museums	across	the	entire	United	Kingdom	who	have	achieved	this	importantaward	which	shows	that	the	Museum	welcomesall	people	who	are
seeking	refuge,	regardless	of	background	or	circumstances.Read	more	about	this	prestigiousaward.	Dryad	Basketry:	A	Global	Connection	was	on	display	at	Leicester	Museum	&	Art	Gallery	between	21st	September	2024	and	9th	March	2025.	AcknowledgementsThe	Dryad	Handicrafts	collection	was	acquired	by	Leicester	Museums	in	1969.	For	the
first	time,	this	exhibition	shows	the	Dryad	basketry	as	a	standalone	collection,	reproducing	the	Showroom	where	the	objects	were	on	display.It	is	the	result	of	a	4-year	doctoral	research	project	conducted	by	Maria	Chiara	Scuderi,	and	supervised	by	Professor	Clare	Anderson	(University	of	Leicester)	and	Professor	Kate	Smith	(University	of
Birmingham),	with	the	assistance	of	Heather	Southorn	and	Fiona	Graham	(Leicester	Museums	and	Galleries).The	project	was	generously	funded	by	the	Arts	and	Humanities	Research	Council	(AHRC).Interview	with	the	curatorWatch	an	interview	with	exhibition	curator	Maria	Chiara	Scuderi.	Back	to	the	Dryad	Basketry:	A	Global	Collection	main	page
Wygston's	Chantry	House	and	Skeffington	House	were	both	built	around	1511	in	the	area	of	Leicester	which	is	now	at	the	heart	of	De	Montfort	University	campus	in	the	city.	Newarke	Houses	holds	the	collections	of	the	Leicestershire	Regiment	in	dedicated	galleries.These	two	houses,	owned	by	William	Wygston	and	Thomas	Skeffington	respectively,
will	take	you	on	a	historical	journey	with	objects	dating	from	Tudor	times.Since	1953	the	Museum	has	brought	together	a	collection	of	the	things	which	make	up	peoples	everyday	lives.	Collections	of	toys	from	the	beginning	of	the	1500s	to	the	present	day,	a	thought-provoking	regimental	collection	and	a	recreated	First	World	War	trench.	We	also
have	a	1950s	street	scene	with	its	shops	and	pub	where	you	can	hear	the	stories	of	people	who	call	Leicester	their	home.After	browsing	the	collections,	you	can	relax	in	the	Museums	beautiful	public	gardens,	flanked	by	walls	marked	by	the	English	Civil	War;	an	oasis	in	the	middle	of	the	surrounding	hubbub	and	the	perfect	place	for	a	few	moments	of
peace.	Next	to	Newarke	Houses	is	the	15th	Century	Magazine	Gateway,	part	of	Leicester	Castle	which	is	available	for	booked	tours.	This	is	an	online	version	of	Shoes:	Best	Foot	Forward,	an	exhibition	that	was	on	display	at	Newarke	Houses,	Leicester,	from	30	September	2023	to	14	January	2024.	This	exhibition	displayed	a	range	of	footwear
including	historical	items	and	fashion	footwear,	from	Leicesters	proud	heritage	as	a	leader	in	shoe	making.	Many	of	the	objects	in	this	exhibition	were	donated	by	the	public	and	by	local	shoe	companies.Shoes	that	make	their	way	into	museum	collections	are	often	an	eclectic	mix	reflecting	what	has	survived	or	been	kept.	This	means	that	the	shoes
held	in	museums	are	not	always	representative	of	everything	that	was	worn	at	a	specific	time	in	history.More	womens	shoes	from	long	ago	survive	than	mens	shoes,	maybe	because	women	tended	to	have	more	pairs	and	as	decorative	items	were	passed	down	through	the	family.Sometimes	quirky	or	unusual	shoes	are	kept	as	souvenirs	and	those
which	have	had	special	meaning	to	people.	Followers	of	FashionFrom	early	times	shoes	have	been	much	more	than	just	practical	items	of	clothing.	They	can	reflect	our	identity,	be	the	height	of	fashion,	or	simply	objects	of	wearable	beauty.Shoemakers	and	shoe	designers	have	been	creating	wearable	styles	for	hundreds	of	years.	Inspiration	for	shoe
designs	can	come	from	anywhere.	They	can	also	be	influenced	by	the	discovery	of	new	materials	like	rubber	or	plastics.	Changes	in	technology	also	change	designs.	For	example,	the	invention	of	Velcro	led	to	the	creation	of	many	new	types	of	easy	to	fasten	footwear.These	two	cases	contain	a	small	chronological	selection	of	shoes	that	shows	some	of
the	changes	in	heel	height	and	shape,	toe	shape,	fastenings	and	materials	over	the	last	four	hundred	years.	Some	styles	have	been	in	and	out	of	fashion	across	centuries,	and	have	changed	very	little.	Womens	fashions	follow	a	distinct	pattern	of	high	heels	to	no	heels	with	changes	in	toe	shape.	This	display	also	highlights	how	fashions	were	slower	to
change	in	the	past,	with	some	lasting	over	a	hundred	years	like	the	passion	for	buckles.	Today,	fashions	can	change	every	month.	Shoe	SuperstitionsThere	are	many	superstitions	associated	with	shoes.	Some	bring	you	good	luck,	others	bad	luck.Here	are	some	popular	ones.	Do	you	have	a	favourite	shoe	superstition?It	is	bad	luck	to	put	new	shoes	on	a
table	causing	a	quarrel	in	the	household,	or	at	worst	a	death.The	Lancashire	custom	of	smickling	was	performed	by	a	woman	wishing	to	conceive,	she	would	try	on	the	shoes	of	a	friend	who	had	recently	given	birth.A	way	of	wishing	somebody	good	luck	on	a	journey	was	to	throw	an	old	shoe	after	them.The	old	boot	tied	to	the	back	of	the	bride	and
grooms	car	is	a	survival	of	the	custom	of	throwing	a	shoe	over	the	bride	and	groom	to	ensure	that	the	marriage	was	successful	with	lots	of	children.A	girl	can	find	out	who	theyll	marry	on	Midsummer	Eve	if	they	place	their	shoes	by	the	bed	and	chant:	Point	your	shoes	toward	the	street	Leave	your	garters	on	your	feet;	put	your	stocking	on	your	head,
and	youll	dream	of	the	man	youre	going	to	wed.Norfolk	girls	would	put	a	cloverleaf	in	their	shoes	in	the	belief	they	would	marry	the	next	single	man	they	met.In	Morocco	if	a	man	finds	a	slipper	in	the	road,	hell	soon	find	a	wife.You	should	put	your	right	shoe	on	first.	If	you	accidentally	put	the	wrong	shoe	on	you	must	take	it	off,	go	outside	and	have
someone	throw	the	shoe	at	you.If	your	shoes	squeak	its	a	sign	that	you	havent	paid	the	shoemaker.	Hidden	ShoesDeliberately	concealing	shoes	in	a	house	is	a	common	superstitious	practice	which	dates	from	at	least	the	Roman	Period	right	up	into	the	20th	century.	Shoes	have	been	found	hidden	up	chimneys,	within	roof	spaces	and	walls,	and	under
floorboards	in	houses	across	Britain	and	Ireland,	and	in	countries	including	North	America	and	Australia.	Finds	can	be	one	shoe,	pairs	of	shoes,	or	multiple	groupings.	Shoes	are	also	often	found	with	other	items	such	as	bottles,	bones,	marbles	and	scraps	of	textile	and	newspaper.Although	a	common	practice,	the	reason	why	these	shoes	were	hidden
is	open	to	interpretation.	Nobody	has	yet	to	find	anything	written	down	at	the	time	they	were	hidden	to	fully	explain	the	practice.	As	a	result,	many	reasons	have	been	suggested.It	was	thought	that	as	these	shoes	tend	to	be	highly	worn,	patched	and	repaired,	and	are	clearly	used	personal	items,	that	they	were	hidden	to	act	as	charms	to	protect	the
owner	against	evil	influences	or	bad	luck.	The	shoes	could	also	have	been	thought	to	protect	the	house	and	its	occupants	from	evil	forces,	with	the	evil	spirits	being	either	trapped	in	the	shoe	or	repelled.Other	reasons	suggested	for	hiding	shoes	in	buildings	include	creating	good	luck,	that	they	were	hidden	because	they	had	been	stolen,	and	that	evil
spirits	didnt	like	the	smell	of	leather.	Some	have	suggested	that	builders	simply	hid	their	rubbish	at	the	end	of	a	job,	or	just	hid	items	as	a	way	of	saying	I	was	here	to	future	generations.Why	do	you	think	shoes	were	secretly	hidden?	Why	We	Wear	ShoesShoes	are	very	practical	items	of	clothing.	Early	footwear	was	dependant	on	location.	In	hot
countries,	easily	made	sandals	from	local	materials	kept	feet	protected	and	cool.	In	cold	climates,	shoes	made	from	animal	skins	kept	feet	protected	and	warm.Since	then,	shoes	have	become	powerful	symbols.	They	can	tell	us	about	who	we	are,	what	we	do,	where	we	are	from,	what	groups	we	belong	to	and	how	we	want	others	to	see	us.	They	are
very	personal	and	emotional	items.	They	can	express	our	status,	power,	sexuality,	wealth,	identity,	cultural	and	religious	backgrounds	and	be	a	statement	of	personal	expression.We	still	choose	shoes	for	very	functional	reasons.	We	might	wear	specific	shoes	at	school,	at	work,	in	the	military	or	for	sports.	We	may	need	special	shoes	for	performing	or
dancing.	Sometimes	these	shoes	are	not	what	we	would	personally	choose	but	they	are	the	most	suitable	for	the	job	or	situation.Shoes	can	also	track	our	journeys	through	life.	We	wear	them	to	celebrate	special	events	and	major	milestones.	We	often	keep	these	special	shoes,	filled	with	personal	meaning	and	memories.The	shoes	in	this	case	from	the
museums	collection	reflect	the	variety	of	shoes	we	wear.	Leicester	ShoemakingLeicester	originally	was	like	many	towns	and	cities,	with	a	small	community	of	shoemakers	making	footwear	for	the	local	population.	But	by	the	end	of	the	1800s	the	shoemaking	trade	had	become	a	major	industry	across	Leicestershire,	next	only	to	hosiery	in
importance.The	start	of	this	industrial	revolution	was	mainly	due	to	Thomas	Crick.	He	was	the	first	wholesale	footwear	manufacturer	in	the	county,	operating	at	34	Highcross	Street,	Leicester.In	1853	Crick	took	out	a	patent	for	a	machine	to	improve	the	making	process.	This	was	followed	by	the	introduction	of	other	machinery	including	the	Singer
sewing	machine	and	the	Blake	Sewer,	which	was	used	to	stitch	the	soles	to	the	upper.	This	new	technology	helped	to	establish	modern	shoe	factories.	In	1831	there	were	425	boot	and	shoemakers	in	Leicester.	By	1861	there	were	2,741.At	its	peak	the	products	of	Leicesters	footwear	factories	ranged	from	childrens	slippers	to	canvas	shoes,	from
footwear	for	sports	to	practical	boots	for	work.	But	above	all	Leicester	was	renowned	for	its	large	and	varied	ranges	of	womens	shoes	showcasing	fine	workmanship	and	highly	fashionable	design.Liberty	BrandFredric	Lennard	and	his	five	sons	Samuel,	Thomas,	Henry,	John	and	William	built	up	a	large	shoemaking	business	in	Leicester.	In	August	1901
they	patented	the	Liberty	brand	of	footwear.	During	the	First	World	War	they	made	boots	for	soldiers	from	their	factory	on	Asylum	Street	(now	Gateway	Street).Towards	the	end	of	the	war	two	company	directors	travelled	to	New	York	to	explore	new	ways	of	working,	where	they	were	impressed	by	the	famous	Statue	of	Liberty.	On	returning	to
Leicester	in	1919	they	had	a	smaller	copy	of	the	statue	made,	and	placed	it	on	the	roof	of	their	new	factory	on	the	corner	of	Eastern	Boulevard	and	Walnut	Street.	At	its	peak	the	Liberty	Building	factory	manufactured	over	15,000	pairs	of	womens	shoes	a	week.	They	were	sold	across	the	UK	in	Libertys	own	Public	Benefit	Boot	Company	shops.	The
Leicester	shop	was	next	to	the	Clock	Tower.Liberty	Shoes	were	made	in	Leicester	until	1973.	The	factory	was	demolished	in	2003,	but	the	statue	was	saved.	In	2008	it	was	installed	on	the	Swan	Gyratory	roundabout	and	is	now	a	major	Leicester	landmark.Equity	ShoesIn	1886,	the	Leicester	Co-operative	Boot	and	Shoe	Manufacturing	Society	was
formed	by	workers	from	Leicester	and	Enderby.	Co-operatives	are	owned	and	run	by	their	employees	or	members.	As	the	business	grew,	the	Leicester	Society	moved	in	1889	from	their	first	factory	in	Friars	Causeway	to	a	larger	factory	in	Belvoir	Street.	They	moved	again	to	Western	Road	in	1895.The	Society	originally	traded	under	the	name	of
Eagle,	but	soon	swapped	to	the	Equity	trademark.	Equity	produced	high	quality	womens	shoes.	They	earned	a	reputation	for	making	some	of	the	best	wide-fit	ladies	shoes	in	the	world.Equity	Shoes	went	into	liquidation	in	January	2009.	The	company	was	bought	by	the	York-based	Pavers	Shoes	Ltd,	who	have	maintained	the	Equity	and	Elmdale
brands.	The	former	Equity	factory	has	been	converted	to	residential	apartments.Frisby	ShoesFrisbys	was	one	of	the	earliest	chains	of	boot	and	shoe	shops	to	develop	in	England.	Joseph	Frisby	set	up	as	a	dealer	of	boots	and	shoes	in	1870	at	59	Belgrave	Gate.	He	supplied	the	local	population.His	business	started	to	expand	when	he	set	up	market	stalls
in	several	different	market	towns.	Every	Wednesday	he	traded	from	Powis	Market	Hall	in	Oswestry,	while	on	Saturdays	he	manned	a	stall	in	the	Cattle	Market	in	Chesterfield.As	his	business	grew,	he	started	to	open	shops.	By	1905,	the	firm	had	over	80	branches	in	the	Midlands,	London,	and	the	South.	After	the	Second	World	War,	however,
increasing	competition	from	overseas	imports,	changes	in	manufacturing,	and	the	increasing	popularity	of	wearing	trainers	had	a	big	impact	on	Frisbys	fortunes.The	company	remained	a	privately-owned	family	firm	until	1982,	when	it	had	156	outlets.	In	that	year	it	was	bought	for	6	million	by	Ward	White,	which	owned	Tuf	shoes	and	a	chain	named
Wyles.	Whites,	and	its	brands,	were	in	turn	bought	out	by	UK	Safety	in	1988.	
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