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This	blog	is	dedicated	to	spreading	the	idea	that	investment	success	is	based	upon	stubbornly	following	a	few	(very	simple)	principles:	Diversifying	your	portfolio,	Minimizing	costs	(such	as	brokerage	commissions,	mutual	fund	expenses,	and	taxes),	and	Ignoring	all	the	noise	from	the	financial	media	about	what	the	stock	market	does	from	day	to	day.
In	other	words,	if	your	portfolio	is	properly	set	up,	it’s	OK	to	be	“oblivious”	to	much	of	the	financial	media	and	most	of	the	day-to-day	happenings	in	the	market.	About	the	Author	I’m	a	Missouri	Licensed	CPA,	living	in	St.	Louis.	I	have	written	several	concise	books	dealing	with	various	financial	topics,	and	I	have	been	quoted	as	an	expert	about	tax,
Social	Security,	and	other	financial	planning	topics	in	numerous	publications,	from	The	Wall	Street	Journal,	to	AARP,	to	Morningstar.	I	am	also	the	creator	of	the	Open	Social	Security	calculator.	Get	Free	Updates	from	this	Blog	Please	enter	your	email	address	below	to	sign	up	for	the	free	newsletter,	providing	tips	on	low-maintenance	investing,	tax
planning,	and	retirement	planning.	Books	Subjects	>	Popular	Authors	>	Rare	Books	>	Customer	Favorites	>	Advanced	Search	>	With	an	active	marketplace	of	over	270	million	items,	use	the	Alibris	Advanced	Search	Page	to	find	any	item	you	are	looking	for.	Through	the	Advanced	Search	Page,	you	can	find	items	by	searching	specific	terms	such	as
Title,	Author,	Subject,	ISBN,	etc	or	you	can	narrow	your	focus	using	our	amazing	set	of	criteria	parameters.	Our	guest	on	the	podcast	today	is	Mike	Piper.	He	is	the	author	of	several	personal	finance	books,	including	Social	Security	Made	Simple,	Taxes	Made	Simple,	Accounting	Made	Simple,	and	Can	I	Retire?	His	blog,	Oblivious	Investor,	covers
Social	Security,	taxes,	and	investing.	Piper	has	also	developed	a	free	tool	for	exploring	Social	Security-claiming	decisions	called	Open	Social	Security.	He	is	a	certified	public	accountant.	BackgroundBioMike	Piper's	BooksOblivious	InvestorOpen	Social	SecuritySocial	Security"How	Is	Social	Security	Taxed?"	by	Mike	Piper,	Oblivious	Investor,	Jan.	1,
2019.	"Does	Delaying	Social	Security	Deliver	an	8%	Return?"	by	Christine	Benz,	Morningstar.com,	May	14,	2020.	"Philosophy	of	Social	Security	Claiming	Strategies,"	by	Wade	Pfau,	Retirement	Researcher.	Social	Security	SolutionsMaximize	My	Social	Security"Steve	Vernon:	'Older	Workers	Become	Targets'	in	Tough	Economic	Environments,"	The
Long	View	podcast,	Morningstar.com,	Sept.	9,	2020."Boost	Your	Risk-Protected	Retirement	Income	With	a	Social	Security	Bridge	Payment,"	by	Steve	Vernon,	Forbes,	May	26,	2020.Retirement	Planning"An	Ideal	Retirement	Spending	Strategy?	"by	Mike	Piper,	Oblivious	Investor,	March	12,	2018."Building	a	Safe	Floor	of	Retirement	Income--in
Advance,"	by	Mike	Piper,	Oblivious	Investor,	July	2,	2018."A	Rough,	General-Purpose	Retirement	Plan,"	by	Mike	Piper,	Oblivious	Investor,	Jan.	28,	2019."Simplifying	a	Retirement	Bucket	Portfolio,"	by	Mike	Piper,	Oblivious	Investor,	July	8,	2019."What's	in	My	Portfolio?"	by	Mike	Piper,	Oblivious	Investor,	Dec.	11,	2019."Single	Premium	Immediate
Annuity:	Why	They're	Useful	and	When	to	Buy	Them,"	by	Mike	Piper,	Oblivious	Investor,	Jan.	1,	2020."From	Assets	to	Income:	A	Goals-Based	Approach	to	Retirement	Spending,"	by	Colleen	Jaconetti,	Michael	DiJoseph,	Francis	Kinniry,	David	Pakula,	and	Hank	Lobel,	Vanguard,	April	2020."Father	of	4%	Rule	Says	it	Was	Really	More	of	a	Guideline,"	by
Ginger	Szala,	ThinkAdvisor,	Oct.	19,	2020.Retirement	Accounts"Marginal	Tax	Rate	or	Effective	Tax	Rate?,"	by	Mike	Piper,	Oblivious	Investor,	Dec.	7,	2020."Marginal	Tax	Rate:	Not	(Necessarily)	the	Same	as	Your	Tax	Bracket,"	by	Mike	Piper,	Oblivious	Investor,	March	15,	2021."Taxes	in	Retirement:	What	Happens	After	Your	Husband	or	Wife	Dies?"
by	Mike	Piper,	MarketWatch,	Feb.	6,	2021."Long-Term	Tax	Planning	Requires	Guessing.	Focus	on	the	Near	Term,"	by	Mike	Piper,	Oblivious	Investor,	Feb.	2,	2021."Retirement	Tax-Planning	Error:	Not	Planning	for	Widow(er)hood,"	by	Mike	Piper,	Oblivious	Investor,	Jan.	4,	2021.Target-Date	Funds	"Don't	Judge	a	Fund	by	Its	Cover,"	by	Mike	Piper,	The
Wall	Street	Journal,	Aug.	8,	2013."Why	Would	an	Experienced	Investor	Buy	a	Target-Date	Fund?"	by	Mike	Piper,	Oblivious	Investor,	May	11,	2015."Why	I	(Still)	Like	All-in-One	Mutual	Funds,"	by	Mike	Piper,	Oblivious	Investor,	Sept.	14,	2015.Page	2Latest	16	Sep	2020	|	Updated	Daily
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