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Can	you	get	a	phd	without	a	masters	degree

Getting	a	PhD	as	a	Bachelor's	degree	holder	is	not	for	everyone.	Before	deciding	on	that,	it's	important	to	weigh	the	benefits	of	following	a	traditional	path	and	starting	with	a	Master's.	Pros	of	a	PhD	without	a	Master's:Cons	of	a	PhD	without	a	Master's:You	can	save	time	and	moneyYou	might	feel	a	skill	gap	and	have	a	hard	time	understanding	the
structure	of	a	research	projectYou	can	go	straight	to	research	and	dive	deeper	into	your	passionsYou	may	be	going	for	a	long-term	commitment	without	testing	it	firstIt	can	be	a	disadvantage	on	your	resumeA	Master's	is	a	shorter	commitment	and	can	allow	you	to	explore	your	interests	and	the	field	as	a	whole.	You	have	to	keep	in	mind	that	a	PhD
would	take	you	around	5	years	to	complete,	with	the	majority	of	the	time	spent	on	one	specific	topic.Typically,	you	need	to	propose	a	research	idea	and	plan	when	applying	for	a	PhD.	It	might	not	be	easy	to	understand	what	that	entails	without	working	on	a	Master's	thesis,	which	is	usually	a	year-long	research	project.	It	can	also	be	hard	to	dive	head-
first	into	such	an	intense	part	of	academia	without	much	previous	experience.Bottom	lineNot	having	a	Master's	on	your	resume	can	be	a	disadvantage,	particularly	since	it's	likely	that	most	of	your	competition	would	have	it.	A	degree	is	a	great	way	for	the	committee	to	have	a	confirmation	of	your	research	skills	and	required	knowledge.	However,	that
doesn't	mean	that	you	won't	be	able	to	catch	up.	If	you're	really	passionate	about	your	PhD	project,	you'll	have	no	problems	learning	along	the	way.	Moreover,	if	you're	coming	back	to	academia	after	years	of	working	in	the	industry,	you	could	have	a	better	understanding	of	what	you're	doing,	why	you're	doing	it,	and	how	your	findings	can	benefit	the
field.In	conclusion,	if	you're	ready	for	a	few	hurdles	and	see	your	goals	clearly,	go	for	it!Read	more:	The	PhD	usually	came	after	the	Bachelor’s	degree	for	many	years	in	the	United	Kingdom.	There	was	no	real	need	to	successfully	gain	a	Master’s	degree	before	embarking	on	this	mammoth	task	of	empirical	research.	Whilst	some	undergraduate
degrees	still	lead	to	a	Master’s	qualification,	and	many	people	still	complete	Master	degrees,	it	is	possible	to	do	a	PhD	without	a	Masters	degree.AdvantagesFirstly,	your	creative	ideas	are	novel	which	allows	for	innovative,	fresh	approaches,	in	addition	to	exerted	interest	and	enthusiasm	for	an	area	of	study.	Secondly,	a	Master’s	degree	can	be	quite
expensive	and	although	there	are	bursaries	and	schemes	available	they	often	still	require	costly	personal	financial	contributions.	Thirdly,	pursuing	a	PhD	without	a	Master’s	degree	reduces	the	amount	of	time	on	your	studies,	allowing	you	to	follow	a	desired	career	path	that	motivates	and	excites	you.DisadvantagesThe	Master’s	degree	exists	to	show
that	the	student	can	study	at	a	higher	level	and	this	qualification	allows	you	to	practice	the	necessary	research	skills.	This	also	determines	if	committing	to	a	large	research	project	is	right	for	you.	Additionally,	the	Master’s	dissertation	forms	a	part	of	the	PhD	in	several	British	universities,	so	you	are	potentially	gaining	one	to	two	extra	years	to	make
your	original	contribution	to	the	field	of	study.ApplicationsAs	with	any	PhD	application,	it	is	important	to	check	your	eligibility	with	the	universities	you	have	chosen	to	apply	to.	Different	institutions	have	varying	regulations,	and	in	some	cases,	a	Master’s	degree	might	be	compulsory.	Also,	make	sure	you	have	lots	of	evidence	in	your	application	about
why	you	would	make	a	good	doctoral	student	by	presenting	concrete	examples	of	your	work	at	the	equivalent	of	Master’s	degree	level.	Additionally,	be	clear	that	you	are	motivated	and	determined	to	add	to	a	body	of	knowledge	through	innovative,	empirical	research	that	requires	stamina,	hard	work,	determination	and	collaboration.Coping
strategiesThe	first	few	months	can	be	overwhelming,	but	it	is	important	to	remember	that	you	have	been	accepted	as	a	doctoral	student.	This	confirms	that	a	panel	of	experts	believe	that	you	can	achieve	such	a	prestigious	degree.In	your	first	term	try	and	reread	your	research	proposal	once	a	week	and	review	it	critically.	The	nature	of	research	is
that	it	changes	but	it	is	also	useful	to	remember	what	you	proposed	to	do.	Critical	thinking	is	essential	throughout	the	process.Avail	of	the	PhD	support	within	the	university.	Regularly	meet	with	supervisors	and	other	doctoral	researchers	as	support	is	necessary	during	this	journey,	especially	in	year	one.	Sign	up	to	university	workshops	about	PhD
research	–	many	run	one-day	skills	sessions	covering	everything	from	communication	to	project	managing.	As	a	PhD	student,	you	are	part	of	a	community	of	other	doctoral	researchers	and	this	can	be	a	great	source	of	advice	and	wisdom,	plus	a	great	way	of	meeting	new	people.In	your	first	term,	you	should	have	regular	and	consistent	supervision
meetings.	This	allows	your	research	team	to	set	clear	time	goals	and	confirm	milestones	which	you	can	work	towards.And	remember,	with	consistent	hard	work,	dedication,	determination,	collaboration	and	a	critical	mind,	you	will	achieve	your	PhD.Find	your	PhD	here.What	is	a	PhD	and	Why	Should	YOU	do	one?	Yes,	you	can	absolutely	pursue	a	PhD
without	holding	a	master’s	degree!	Many	academic	programs,	particularly	in	areas	like	psychology,	engineering,	and	the	social	sciences,	accept	studentsIndividuals	enrolled	in	educational	programs	who	are	the	primary	beneficiaries	of	educational	servic...	directly	after	they	complete	their	bachelor’s	degree.	This	is	quite	encouraging	because	it	allows
motivated	individuals	to	dive	into	research	and	advanced	academic	work	earlier	in	their	careers.	For	instance,	according	to	the	American	Psychological	Association,	numerous	doctoral	programs	in	psychology	allow	applicants	with	a	bachelor’s	degree	to	apply	directly.	This	can	expedite	your	educational	journey	and	potentially	enhance	your	career
prospects,	as	you	can	begin	contributing	to	research	and	scholarship	sooner.	Moreover,	being	part	of	a	cohort	that	shares	similar	academic	ambitions	can	foster	a	strong	sense	of	community	among	peers.	If	you’re	interested	in	exploring	specific	programs	and	their	requirements,	there’s	a	lot	of	information	available.	Resources	like	university	websites,
academic	journals,	and	educational	platforms	can	provide	insights	into	navigating	this	exciting	academic	path!	When	looking	into	PhD	programs,	you’ll	discover	a	wide	array	of	structures	and	requirements.	It	can	definitely	feel	a	bit	overwhelming,	but	I’m	here	to	help	you	navigate	this	journey.	Generally	speaking,	PhD	programs	involve	a	combination
of	coursework,	comprehensive	exams,	and	a	dissertation,	which	is	a	significant	piece	of	original	research.	Interestingly,	some	programs	even	allow	students	to	bypass	a	master’s	degree,	which	can	be	a	great	opportunity	for	many	aspiring	academics.	As	you	dive	into	the	details	of	various	programs,	you’ll	see	that	some	focus	heavily	on	research	from
the	very	beginning,	while	others	prioritize	coursework	in	the	early	stages.	It’s	really	important	to	find	a	program	that	resonates	with	your	academic	aspirations	and	personal	preferences.	For	example,	if	you’re	eager	to	jump	into	research	right	away,	you	might	want	to	consider	programs	that	encourage	that	approach.	Direct	entry	into	a	PhD	program
without	first	earning	a	master’s	degree	brings	several	significant	advantages	that	can	enhance	one’s	academic	journey.	For	those	eager	to	engage	in	research,	this	pathway	can	significantly	speed	up	the	process.	According	to	a	study	published	in	the	journal	“Research	Policy,”	students	who	enter	PhD	programs	directly	often	report	greater	satisfaction
and	a	stronger	sense	of	belonging	within	the	academic	community,	as	they	can	immerse	themselves	in	research	from	the	outset.	Additionally,	pursuing	a	PhD	directly	can	lead	to	quicker	career	advancement.	Many	employers	in	various	industries	highly	value	the	specialized	knowledge	and	expertise	that	come	with	a	PhD.	Research	from	the	National
Science	Foundation	indicates	that	individuals	with	PhDs	tend	to	earn	higher	salaries	and	have	better	job	prospects	compared	to	those	with	only	a	master’s	degree.	By	entering	the	program	earlier,	you	position	yourself	ahead	of	peers	who	might	still	be	completing	their	master’s	degrees,	which	could	be	a	significant	advantage	in	the	competitive	job
market.	Moreover,	the	camaraderie	among	fellow	PhD	candidates	can	be	incredibly	beneficial.	Shared	experiences	and	mutual	support	can	foster	a	collaborative	environment,	which	is	essential	for	personal	and	professional	growth.	According	to	findings	published	in	“The	Journal	of	Higher	Education,”	strong	peer	relationships	during	doctoral	studies
can	lead	to	better	outcomes,	including	increased	publication	rates	and	successful	job	placements.	Exploring	fields	that	allow	entry	into	a	PhD	program	without	a	master’s	degree	can	be	an	empowering	step	for	many	aspiring	researchers.	You	might	be	surprised	to	learn	that	several	disciplines	welcome	applicants	with	only	a	bachelor’s	degree.	Fields
available	to	you	include	psychology,	certain	areas	of	engineering,	and	some	branches	of	the	humanities	and	social	sciences.	These	areas	often	focus	more	on	your	research	potential	and	academic	performance	rather	than	on	previous	graduate	study.	For	instance,	in	psychology,	many	programs	emphasize	research	experience,	which	can	be	acquired
during	your	undergraduate	studies	or	through	internshipsA	form	of	experiential	learning	that	integrates	knowledge	and	theory	learned	in	the	classroom	with	p....	According	to	the	American	Psychological	Association,	research	involvement	can	significantly	enhance	your	application.	Similarly,	in	engineering,	practical	project	work	can	often	take
precedence	over	holding	a	master’s	degree.	When	considering	these	options,	it’s	crucial	to	thoroughly	research	each	program’s	unique	requirements.	Don’t	hesitate	to	reach	out	to	admissions	offices	for	clarity;	they’re	typically	eager	to	assist	motivated	individuals	like	you.	The	PhD	usually	came	after	the	Bachelor’s	degree	for	many	years	in	the
United	Kingdom.	There	was	no	real	need	to	successfully	gain	a	Master’s	degree	before	embarking	on	this	mammoth	task	of	empirical	research.	Whilst	some	undergraduate	degrees	still	lead	to	a	Master’s	qualification,	and	many	people	still	complete	Master	degrees,	it	is	possible	to	do	a	PhD	without	a	Masters	degree.AdvantagesFirstly,	your	creative
ideas	are	novel	which	allows	for	innovative,	fresh	approaches,	in	addition	to	exerted	interest	and	enthusiasm	for	an	area	of	study.	Secondly,	a	Master’s	degree	can	be	quite	expensive	and	although	there	are	bursaries	and	schemes	available	they	often	still	require	costly	personal	financial	contributions.	Thirdly,	pursuing	a	PhD	without	a	Master’s	degree
reduces	the	amount	of	time	on	your	studies,	allowing	you	to	follow	a	desired	career	path	that	motivates	and	excites	you.DisadvantagesThe	Master’s	degree	exists	to	show	that	the	student	can	study	at	a	higher	level	and	this	qualification	allows	you	to	practice	the	necessary	research	skills.	This	also	determines	if	committing	to	a	large	research	project
is	right	for	you.	Additionally,	the	Master’s	dissertation	forms	a	part	of	the	PhD	in	several	British	universities,	so	you	are	potentially	gaining	one	to	two	extra	years	to	make	your	original	contribution	to	the	field	of	study.ApplicationsAs	with	any	PhD	application,	it	is	important	to	check	your	eligibility	with	the	universities	you	have	chosen	to	apply	to.
Different	institutions	have	varying	regulations,	and	in	some	cases,	a	Master’s	degree	might	be	compulsory.	Also,	make	sure	you	have	lots	of	evidence	in	your	application	about	why	you	would	make	a	good	doctoral	student	by	presenting	concrete	examples	of	your	work	at	the	equivalent	of	Master’s	degree	level.	Additionally,	be	clear	that	you	are
motivated	and	determined	to	add	to	a	body	of	knowledge	through	innovative,	empirical	research	that	requires	stamina,	hard	work,	determination	and	collaboration.Coping	strategiesThe	first	few	months	can	be	overwhelming,	but	it	is	important	to	remember	that	you	have	been	accepted	as	a	doctoral	student.	This	confirms	that	a	panel	of	experts
believe	that	you	can	achieve	such	a	prestigious	degree.In	your	first	term	try	and	reread	your	research	proposal	once	a	week	and	review	it	critically.	The	nature	of	research	is	that	it	changes	but	it	is	also	useful	to	remember	what	you	proposed	to	do.	Critical	thinking	is	essential	throughout	the	process.Avail	of	the	PhD	support	within	the	university.
Regularly	meet	with	supervisors	and	other	doctoral	researchers	as	support	is	necessary	during	this	journey,	especially	in	year	one.	Sign	up	to	university	workshops	about	PhD	research	–	many	run	one-day	skills	sessions	covering	everything	from	communication	to	project	managing.	As	a	PhD	student,	you	are	part	of	a	community	of	other	doctoral
researchers	and	this	can	be	a	great	source	of	advice	and	wisdom,	plus	a	great	way	of	meeting	new	people.In	your	first	term,	you	should	have	regular	and	consistent	supervision	meetings.	This	allows	your	research	team	to	set	clear	time	goals	and	confirm	milestones	which	you	can	work	towards.And	remember,	with	consistent	hard	work,	dedication,
determination,	collaboration	and	a	critical	mind,	you	will	achieve	your	PhD.Find	your	PhD	here.What	is	a	PhD	and	Why	Should	YOU	do	one?	The	PhD	usually	came	after	the	Bachelor’s	degree	for	many	years	in	the	United	Kingdom.	There	was	no	real	need	to	successfully	gain	a	Master’s	degree	before	embarking	on	this	mammoth	task	of	empirical
research.	Whilst	some	undergraduate	degrees	still	lead	to	a	Master’s	qualification,	and	many	people	still	complete	Master	degrees,	it	is	possible	to	do	a	PhD	without	a	Masters	degree.AdvantagesFirstly,	your	creative	ideas	are	novel	which	allows	for	innovative,	fresh	approaches,	in	addition	to	exerted	interest	and	enthusiasm	for	an	area	of	study.
Secondly,	a	Master’s	degree	can	be	quite	expensive	and	although	there	are	bursaries	and	schemes	available	they	often	still	require	costly	personal	financial	contributions.	Thirdly,	pursuing	a	PhD	without	a	Master’s	degree	reduces	the	amount	of	time	on	your	studies,	allowing	you	to	follow	a	desired	career	path	that	motivates	and	excites
you.DisadvantagesThe	Master’s	degree	exists	to	show	that	the	student	can	study	at	a	higher	level	and	this	qualification	allows	you	to	practice	the	necessary	research	skills.	This	also	determines	if	committing	to	a	large	research	project	is	right	for	you.	Additionally,	the	Master’s	dissertation	forms	a	part	of	the	PhD	in	several	British	universities,	so	you
are	potentially	gaining	one	to	two	extra	years	to	make	your	original	contribution	to	the	field	of	study.ApplicationsAs	with	any	PhD	application,	it	is	important	to	check	your	eligibility	with	the	universities	you	have	chosen	to	apply	to.	Different	institutions	have	varying	regulations,	and	in	some	cases,	a	Master’s	degree	might	be	compulsory.	Also,	make
sure	you	have	lots	of	evidence	in	your	application	about	why	you	would	make	a	good	doctoral	student	by	presenting	concrete	examples	of	your	work	at	the	equivalent	of	Master’s	degree	level.	Additionally,	be	clear	that	you	are	motivated	and	determined	to	add	to	a	body	of	knowledge	through	innovative,	empirical	research	that	requires	stamina,	hard
work,	determination	and	collaboration.Coping	strategiesThe	first	few	months	can	be	overwhelming,	but	it	is	important	to	remember	that	you	have	been	accepted	as	a	doctoral	student.	This	confirms	that	a	panel	of	experts	believe	that	you	can	achieve	such	a	prestigious	degree.In	your	first	term	try	and	reread	your	research	proposal	once	a	week	and
review	it	critically.	The	nature	of	research	is	that	it	changes	but	it	is	also	useful	to	remember	what	you	proposed	to	do.	Critical	thinking	is	essential	throughout	the	process.Avail	of	the	PhD	support	within	the	university.	Regularly	meet	with	supervisors	and	other	doctoral	researchers	as	support	is	necessary	during	this	journey,	especially	in	year	one.
Sign	up	to	university	workshops	about	PhD	research	–	many	run	one-day	skills	sessions	covering	everything	from	communication	to	project	managing.	As	a	PhD	student,	you	are	part	of	a	community	of	other	doctoral	researchers	and	this	can	be	a	great	source	of	advice	and	wisdom,	plus	a	great	way	of	meeting	new	people.In	your	first	term,	you	should
have	regular	and	consistent	supervision	meetings.	This	allows	your	research	team	to	set	clear	time	goals	and	confirm	milestones	which	you	can	work	towards.And	remember,	with	consistent	hard	work,	dedication,	determination,	collaboration	and	a	critical	mind,	you	will	achieve	your	PhD.Find	your	PhD	here.What	is	a	PhD	and	Why	Should	YOU	do
one?	The	PhD	usually	came	after	the	Bachelor’s	degree	for	many	years	in	the	United	Kingdom.	There	was	no	real	need	to	successfully	gain	a	Master’s	degree	before	embarking	on	this	mammoth	task	of	empirical	research.	Whilst	some	undergraduate	degrees	still	lead	to	a	Master’s	qualification,	and	many	people	still	complete	Master	degrees,	it	is
possible	to	do	a	PhD	without	a	Masters	degree.AdvantagesFirstly,	your	creative	ideas	are	novel	which	allows	for	innovative,	fresh	approaches,	in	addition	to	exerted	interest	and	enthusiasm	for	an	area	of	study.	Secondly,	a	Master’s	degree	can	be	quite	expensive	and	although	there	are	bursaries	and	schemes	available	they	often	still	require	costly
personal	financial	contributions.	Thirdly,	pursuing	a	PhD	without	a	Master’s	degree	reduces	the	amount	of	time	on	your	studies,	allowing	you	to	follow	a	desired	career	path	that	motivates	and	excites	you.DisadvantagesThe	Master’s	degree	exists	to	show	that	the	student	can	study	at	a	higher	level	and	this	qualification	allows	you	to	practice	the
necessary	research	skills.	This	also	determines	if	committing	to	a	large	research	project	is	right	for	you.	Additionally,	the	Master’s	dissertation	forms	a	part	of	the	PhD	in	several	British	universities,	so	you	are	potentially	gaining	one	to	two	extra	years	to	make	your	original	contribution	to	the	field	of	study.ApplicationsAs	with	any	PhD	application,	it	is
important	to	check	your	eligibility	with	the	universities	you	have	chosen	to	apply	to.	Different	institutions	have	varying	regulations,	and	in	some	cases,	a	Master’s	degree	might	be	compulsory.	Also,	make	sure	you	have	lots	of	evidence	in	your	application	about	why	you	would	make	a	good	doctoral	student	by	presenting	concrete	examples	of	your	work
at	the	equivalent	of	Master’s	degree	level.	Additionally,	be	clear	that	you	are	motivated	and	determined	to	add	to	a	body	of	knowledge	through	innovative,	empirical	research	that	requires	stamina,	hard	work,	determination	and	collaboration.Coping	strategiesThe	first	few	months	can	be	overwhelming,	but	it	is	important	to	remember	that	you	have
been	accepted	as	a	doctoral	student.	This	confirms	that	a	panel	of	experts	believe	that	you	can	achieve	such	a	prestigious	degree.In	your	first	term	try	and	reread	your	research	proposal	once	a	week	and	review	it	critically.	The	nature	of	research	is	that	it	changes	but	it	is	also	useful	to	remember	what	you	proposed	to	do.	Critical	thinking	is	essential
throughout	the	process.Avail	of	the	PhD	support	within	the	university.	Regularly	meet	with	supervisors	and	other	doctoral	researchers	as	support	is	necessary	during	this	journey,	especially	in	year	one.	Sign	up	to	university	workshops	about	PhD	research	–	many	run	one-day	skills	sessions	covering	everything	from	communication	to	project
managing.	As	a	PhD	student,	you	are	part	of	a	community	of	other	doctoral	researchers	and	this	can	be	a	great	source	of	advice	and	wisdom,	plus	a	great	way	of	meeting	new	people.In	your	first	term,	you	should	have	regular	and	consistent	supervision	meetings.	This	allows	your	research	team	to	set	clear	time	goals	and	confirm	milestones	which	you
can	work	towards.And	remember,	with	consistent	hard	work,	dedication,	determination,	collaboration	and	a	critical	mind,	you	will	achieve	your	PhD.Find	your	PhD	here.What	is	a	PhD	and	Why	Should	YOU	do	one?	Yes,	it’s	possible	to	get	a	PhD	without	first	having	a	Masters	degree.	The	conventional	route	for	someone	who	earns	a	PhD	is	to	pursue	a
Bachelor’s	degree,	followed	by	a	Masters	degree	and	then	a	PhD.	However,	several	students	opt	to	bypass	a	Master’s	degree	by	enrolling	onto	a	doctoral	programme	as	soon	as	they	complete	their	undergraduate	degree.	Before	we	discuss	how	this	can	be	done,	it	is	worth	mentioning	the	advantages	and	disadvantages	of	this	route.	Advantages	of
Applying	to	a	PhD	without	A	Masters	The	motivations	for	undertaking	a	PhD	immediately	after	an	undergraduate	course	are	largely	in	saving	money	and	time.	This	is	because	you	will	essentially	eliminate	a	year	of	study.	Another	advantage	of	immediately	enrolling	onto	a	doctorate	degree	is	project	availability.	If	you	find	a	project	that	you’re	really
interested	in,	it’s	unlikely	that	it	will	still	be	available	in	a	years’	time.	Therefore,	bypassing	a	Masters	and	enrolling	directly	into	a	PhD	will	increase	your	chances	of	securing	the	research	project	before	it	becomes	unavailable.	Disadvantages	of	Applying	to	a	PhD	without	A	Masters	Although	a	Masters	degree	will	add	a	year	onto	your	academic
journey,	it	can	be	incredibility	helpful	for	your	development	and	can	help	prepare	you	for	a	doctoral	degree.	Not	having	a	Master’s	degree	may	prove	to	be	a	hindrance	during	your	application	process.	This	is	because	many	other	students	will	also	apply	to	the	same	research	projects,	and	it’s	likely	that	the	majority	will	hold	a	Masters.	This	will	put	you
at	a	disadvantage	to	them.	Besides	this,	the	dissertation	project	you’ll	be	required	to	undertake	on	a	Master’s	programme	will	provide	you	with	a	taste	of	what	it	is	like	to	work	on	a	research-based	project.	In	addition	to	this,	it’s	likely	that	you’ll	be	able	to	select	your	own	dissertation	topic.	As	such,	you	can	explore	a	specific	field	you’re	interested	in	in
further	detail.	This	is	a	great	way	to	confirm	that	both	research-based	work	and	the	specific	field	you’re	interested	in	are	right	for	you	before	committing	the	next	few	years	to	it	via	a	PhD.	Another	advantage	to	the	dissertation	project	associated	with	a	Masters	degree	is	the	opportunity	it	provides	you	with	to	work	closely	with	a	project	supervisor.
This	will	help	you	understand	the	PhD	student-supervisor	relationship	and	communication	frequency	that	works	best	for	you.	You	can	then	use	this	knowledge	to	find	supervisors	who	would	compliment	you	when	it	comes	time	to	find	a	PhD	project	to	apply	to.	For	tips	on	how	to	find	a	great	PhD	supervisor,	check	out	our	supervisor	guide.	PhD	without
a	Masters	–	How	Does	It	Work?	To	be	considered	for	a	PhD	without	a	Master’s,	at	a	minimum	you	will	be	expected	to	have	a	Bachelors	degree.	For	students	looking	to	enrol	onto	a	STEM	(Science,	Technology,	Engineering	and	Maths)	PhD,	a	relevant	Bachelors	in	a	3-year	undergraduate	course	is	usually	expected.	However,	this	is	not	the	case	for
students	looking	to	apply	to	non-STEM	PhDs.	Rather,	students	looking	to	apply	to	doctorates	in	subjects	such	as	those	surrounding	Arts	and	Humanities	are	usually	expected	to	have	a	relevant	Bachelors	from	a	4-year	course.	In	addition	to	this,	you	will	need	to	have	demonstrated	strong	academic	performance	during	your	undergraduate	course.	This
means	that	your	Bachelors	will	need	to	be	at	least	a	UK	Upper	Second-Class	Honours	(2.1)	for	nearly	all	institutions	to	consider	you.	Should	you	be	accepted	into	a	PhD	programme	without	a	Masters,	the	usual	process	will	be	to	first	register	you	as	an	MPhil	student.	You	will	then	have	a	year	to	prepare	and	submit	a	thesis.	Your	thesis	will	need	to
detail	the	research	you	have	carried	out	within	that	year	and	outline	how	you	intend	to	continue	it	into	a	full	PhD	study.	There	are	three	outcomes	of	this	MPhil	thesis	review:	Failure	and	you’re	not	awarded	anything.	You	pass,	however,	the	supervisor	doesn’t	believe	you’ve	demonstrated	strong	research	skills.	You’re	awarded	an	MPhil	but	they	do	not
upgrade	your	course	to	a	PhD	programme.	You	pass	and	the	supervisor	believes	you	have	proven	yourself	as	a	capable	researcher.	Your	course	is	upgraded	to	a	PhD	as	opposed	to	you	being	awarding	an	MPhil.	For	more	information	on	these	outcomes,	read	the	outcomes	section	of	our	PhD	Viva	guide.	Integrated	PhD	Some	universities	offer
Integrated	PhD	degree	programmes	(also	known	as	an	Integrated	Masters	degree).	These	are	four-year	programmes	comprising	of	a	one-year	Masters	degree	immediately	followed	by	a	three-year	PhD	degree.	These	can	prove	a	great	option	for	graduate	students	who	are	looking	to	undertake	a	PhD	without	a	Masters	but	are	struggling	to	meet	the
eligibility	requirements.	You	can	read	about	the	many	benefits	of	integrated	degrees	here.	PhD	without	a	Bachelors	–	Is	It	Possible?	Yes,	it	is	possible	to	get	a	PhD	without	a	Bachelor’s,	however,	this	is	extremely	uncommon.	When	this	occurs,	it	is	almost	always	reserved	for	very	mature	individuals.	For	example,	an	individual	may	not	be	in	active
academia	but	still	may	have	significantly	contributed	to	their	field.	This	contribution	could	be	through	the	work	they	have	undertaken	as	part	of	their	career,	or	as	part	of	a	long-term	study	project,	they	have	undertaken	out	of	self-interest.	In	either	case,	the	individual	would	need	to	prove	that	they	have	extensive	experience	in	their	field	and	have
directly	contributed	to	new	knowledge	within	it.	The	key	factor	here	is	that	their	work	has	pushed	the	boundaries	of	existing	knowledge.	It	is	not	enough	for	an	individual	to	be	regarded	as	an	expert	in	their	field	–	they	must	have	contributed	something	new	and	meaningful.	It’s	common	for	individuals	awarded	a	PhD	through	this	means	to	have
produced	several	publications	within	their	lifetime.	It’s	also	common	for	the	individual	to	have	gained	several	professional	accreditations	within	their	field	before	even	being	considered	suitable	for	a	PhD	research	degree.	Universities	Offering	PhD	without	a	Masters	Unfortunately,	there	is	not	a	centralised	list	of	universities	which	offer	PhDs	without	a
Master’s	degree.	The	reason	for	this	is	that	the	edibility	requirements	differ	from	PhD	to	PhD	and	from	department	to	department.	Therefore,	you	will	need	to	check	the	guidelines	for	each	individual	university	and	the	requirements	for	each	specific	PhD	you’re	interested	in.	Should	you	find	a	PhD	programme	you	can	apply	to	with	a	Bachelors,	make
every	effort	to	make	your	application	as	strong	as	possible.	This	is	because	you	will	be	competing	against	other	candidates,	most	of	who	will	have	a	Master’s	degree.	Not	only	can	you	strengthen	your	application	by	having	a	Bachelors	with	a	First-Class	Honours	(1st),	but	you	can	also	do	so	by	showing	the	traits	of	a	successful	researcher.	This	includes
showing	a	genuine	interest	in	the	project,	a	high	work	ethic,	and	exceptional	communication	skills.	Additionally,	a	strong	letter	of	recommendation	from	a	respected	university	lecturer	will	prove	very	beneficial.	This	is	especially	true	if	the	lecturer	supervisors	his	or	her	own	PhD	students.	This	is	because	the	lecturer	will	understand	the	skills	required
for	an	adept	research	student.	For	more	advice	on	how	to	apply	to	a	PhD	degree,	check	out	our	Application	Process	Guide.


